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The mission of Christ 

Church is to be a 

diverse, inclusive 

community which, 

through its lively 

worship of Jesus 

Christ and witness in 

His name, serves the 

Christ in all persons 

and stands as a 

beacon of hope in the 

heart of Detroit.  

Christ Church Detroit  
960 East Jefferson Avenue  

Detroit, Michigan 48207  
 

Telephone: 313.259.6688 

Facsimile:  313.259.1087  

Email: office@christcd.org  

Website: www.christcd.org  

 

Hours  

Monday -Thurs: 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings by Appointment  

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist  

Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m.  

 

Sunday School  (Sept -May)  

9:30 a.m. 

Rector  

The Rev. John Gordon Talk, IV  

Assisting  

The Rev. Rollin Norris  

The Rev. Canon William Logan  

 

Deacon  

The Rev. Helen Brewster  

Director of Christian Education  

Mrs. Jennie Blair  

Spiritual Director  

Mrs. Michelle Wilbert  

Organist/Choirmaster  

Mr. Jeffrey Walker  

Business Manager  

Mrs. Dawn Esse  

 

IV Advent - Epiphany  

 
18   8:15 & 10:30 am IV Advent  

       9:15 am Adult Bible Study ð Cary Lounge  

       9:30 am Pageant practice  

      Hanging of the Greens  after 10:30 service  

21   9:00 am Walk -in Ministries  

       6:00 pm Vestry meeting  

24 Christmas Eve  

       9:00 am Meditation Group  

       5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service  

       9:00 pm Carols with Choir  

       9:30 pm Festival Eucharist  

25 Christmas Day  

        8:00 am ð Meals on Wheels  

       10:30 am ð Morning Prayer  

26   Church Office closed  

31   New Yearõs Eve 

       9:00 am Meditation Group  

 

January    

1     New Yearõs Day 

       8:15 & 10:30 am Service  

2     Church Office closed  

6 6:00 pm Epiphany Celebration  ð Dinner in Ledyard  

                                                                                     Hall  
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News of the People   

 If we had to choose one word only  to describe Josephine Zedan , it would have to be  faith-

ful.  She was not only a cradle Episcopalian; she was a Christ Church Episcopalian her entire life.  

When she died on October 16 th , we lost one of the most devoted parishioners.  Jo attended worship 

services regularly.  If she became ill, she would return almost before she was completely well 

again.  

 Jo taught Sunday School for years, taking on the task of leading young new Episcopalians.  

She had her eye on the future as she taught the students who were preparing for their First Com-

munion in the days when that was required before taking Holy Communion.  Then, later, she took 

on the past as she became our archivist.  Jo organized all of the past Sunday bulletins, vestry 

minutes, and the myriads of Church photos, articles, mementos, and miscellany.  She would be 

down at church every Monday quietly keeping us organized.   

News Flash!  
For the December Chronicles, please include all 

events through the first week of February.  Due to 

the Holidays, there will not be a January issue but a 

combined Jan/Feb issue as we have done in recent 

years.  Articles for the Jan/Feb issue are due Janu-

ary 12th.  Thanks.  

Christmas Day  

Meals on Wheels  

ñ8amñ 

From Ledyard Hall  

 

Help to deliver meals to 

the Shut -ins and needy 

seniors!  

Helping to feed the hungry in 

Southeast Michigan.  

Gleaners, Saturday, Decem-

ber 10th, 9:00 -11:30 

     

Sign up in Ledyard Hall or see 

Seth Lloyd.  

http://www.gcfb.org/site/PageServer?pagename=homepage
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 Christmas Music and Flowers  

 

If you would like to help provide music and flowers for Christmas, please find a card in a pew.  The 

cost is $25.00.  Please note in the memo line of your check whether your gift is for music ______  or 

flowers ______. 

Also mark one of the following, giving name where needed : 

In memory of  (remembering someone deceased)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In thanksgiving  for  (a person or gift, e.g. a new baby or the restorations of health)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the Glory of God  ______________________________ 

Given By  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please have your information and donation to the office no later than December 12 th . 

You may put the card and check in the alms basin or mail them to:  

Christ Church Detroit  

960 East Jefferson Avenue  

Detroit, MI  48207  
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Sunday School News  

 Our Christian Ed Director Jennie Blair keeps up with Sunday School 

parents with a newsletter.  In the latest there was news about the annual 

Christmas Pageant. Practice takes place each Sunday in December.  (She 

notes that anyone who can help with costume repairs would be very much appre-

ciated.)  The Pageant is part of the Family Worship Service on Christmas at 5:00 

pm.  This is always a highlight of our celebration of Christmas.  

       Join the children on Christmas Eve as we sing òHappy Birthdayó to 

Jesus . 

 

 Substitute teachers are always needed!  If you are available to occasionally substitute in one 

of the Sunday School classrooms or in the Worship Center, please mail Jennie at jblair@christcd.org   

 Thereõs a MITTEN DRIVE going on in Sunday School.  We are all asked to please bring in 

any new or gently used mittens over the next few weeks.  Theyõd love to help the community stay 

warm this winter.  

 

 

  MITTEN DRIVE  

 

   Good News é Bad News 
 

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and 

announced to his  congregation: "I have good news and bad 

news. The good news is, we have  enough money to pay for 

our new building program. The bad news is, it's  still out 

there in your pockets."  

mailto:jblair@christcd.org
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Prayers With Yarn  

 Christ Church members and friends have been knitting and crocheting 

items for charitable purposes for the past six years.  In the fall of 2004,  about 20 

women who liked playing with yarn, met to talk about starting a prayer shawl 

ministry.  The idea was to knit or crochet prayer shawls for members of Christ 

Church.   

 A prayer shawl is designed with stitches in multiples of three, symbolizing the Trinity. As 

the shawl maker is working, she is praying for the recipient, whether the person is known or un-

known to her at the time.  Many prayer shawls have been made over the years and given to Christ 

Church members, friends, relatives and even strangers. The knitters began to meet monthly on 

Tuesday mornings, before the regular Bible Study, and on Saturday mornings.   (The Saturday ses-

sions continue to this day)   

A few years into the knitting effort, someone suggested that we ask people to knit six -inch 

squares which could be sewn into lap robes.  The "squares" project took off and was embraced by 

many people who could not join the knitters on Saturdays or Tuesdays, but who wanted to contrib-

ute to the effort.  Scores of lap robes have been donated over the years, to CCD members as well as 

others.   

 As time went on, the crafters made knitted helmet covers which were sent to service people 

in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as hats, scarves and helmets for Merchant Seamen which were 

sent to the Christmas -at-Sea project sponsored by the Seamen's Church Institute.  We made tiny 

baby bonnets for premature babies and chemo caps for women and girls going through chemothera-

py.  Our newest project is to knit items for babies, toddlers, and children for the Catherine Fergu-

son Academy. 

  Millions of yards of yarn have been lovingly knit or crocheted by a faithful group of women 

(and the occasional man!).  There is always an open invitation to join the group.   We enjoy a cup of 

coffee or tea and some quiet time with friends, knowing that our efforts will help to comfort some-

one who might be on a difficult journey.  Please join us!!  If you are a little rusty on your knitting or 

crocheting skills, we will help you regain them.  If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, we will 

teach you.  If you have any leftover balls of yarn that you'd like to donate, we'll take them off your 

hands.  They are always appreciated.  

 We meet on the third Saturday of the month, in Cary Lounge from 10:00 to noon. Please 

contact us if you know of someone who would appreciate a prayer shawl or a lap robe.   See Lisa 

Staif or Marilyn Shahly for more information.   

 Marilyn Shahly  
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CHRIST CHURCH DETROIT  

VESTRY MINUTES  
OCTOBER 27, 2011  

 The meeting was called to order at 6:28 pm by the Rev. John Talk. Family devotions were led 

by Jan Weir.  

SECRETARYõS REPORT 

¶ The minutes of the September 22, 2011 meeting of vestry were approved as distributed.  

¶ MOTION : Moved and seconded that Lamar Richardson and Donna Gloff be elected as 

alternate delegates to the diocesan convention beginning October 28, 2011. MOTION AP-

PROVED  

TREASURERõS REPORT ð Tom Cragg  

¶ The financial report for September was reviewed as distributed. We remain pretty much 

on budget with the exception of repairs and maintenance.  

¶ Tom handed out a form for all vestry members to complete and return to him prior to No-

vember 10, 2011. This form calls for us to rank fifteen categories of expenditures from 

highest to lowest and will be of assistance to him when forming the budget for 2012. 

When prioritizing expenditures vestry members might wish to review the budget assump-

tions that were e -mailed in the meeting notice.  

JUNIOR WARDENõS REPORT ð Susan Diehl  

¶ The committee has taken a tour of the building in order to be able to better prioritize the 

projects that have been identified.  

¶ At the meeting on October 23, 2011 it was decided that we should consult with three out-

side firms in order to get an external view of projects and priorities. J.C. Beal, Quinn Ev-

ans and a New York architect that specializes in 19 th  century churches will be approached 

to determine the parameters of this assessment and the possible associated costs.  

¶ The committee will review basic contracts each year and identify minor capital improve-

ments for consideration. Approval was given to enter into contract with Castlerock Land-

scaping for snow removal on a fee per push basis and to engage Compsat Security to in-

stall additional security points at a price not to exceed $3,500.00.  

¶ The Sibley House Committee has received a bid from J.C. Beal for the exterior renovation 

of Sibley House in the amount of $158,707.00. However, $21,700.00 of the bid pertains to 

roof repair that is not an emergency but should be done in the next two years. The re-

maining $137,000.00 would install new siding and insulation, repair the windows and 

doors, install new exterior light fixtures, painting (as needed) and some repairs to the 

foundation.  

¶ Some part of the funds needed for this project are already either in the bank, ($30,000.00) 

specifically donated for the renovation of Sibley House, or promised in an informal survey 

of likely donors, ($22,000.00).  

¶ The Visioning Committee has met and is now sharpening our focus for a congregational 

outreach program involving reading. Since so many of our parishioners have taught and 

so many of our Detroit neighbors cannot read, the committee suggests that we spearhead 

an early reading program for neighborhood children ages 3 -7 who are learning to read so 

that they can read to learn. Details are in the planning stage, but we would like this to be 

a quality program and envision partnerships with other non -profits, DPS or the Elmwood 

Library. We might hope to recruit not only our own parishioners but would try to involve 

WSU students and/or new residents of the downtown area.  
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SENIOR WARDEN  ð Ben Wilbert  

¶ Ben provided a hand -out for contemplation and/or further discussion on how to talk 

about issues.  

¶ The rectorõs annual performance review will be scheduled and completed before the end 

of the year.  

RECTORõS REPORT ð John Talk  

¶ Plans are in the works to move the library and archives to the second floor of Sibley 

House. We are looking for a place to safely store some archival items. Inquiries will be 

made at the Clements, Burton and Reuther libraries. Gail Smith, Lorraine George and 

Sue Webb have volunteered to sort through the material to determine what should stay 

here and what can be safely stored off site.  

¶ Motion:  Moved and seconded that a resolution of thanks from the vestry be extended to 

William and Michael Thompson for their generous donation that enabled us to purchase 

new folding chairs for Ledyard Hall. Motion approved  

¶ Vestry approved the donation of half of the old chairs to St. Matthew -St. Joseph Church.  

¶ The Outreach Committee has approved a $5,000.00 donation to Greater Woodward CDC 

for the purchase of 10 properties they have identified and have been approved as the pre-

ferred bidder in the sale thereof by Wayne County. Since the deposit for these properties 

was due and the grant Greater Woodward had expected had not yet arrived the terms of 

this donation are still being determined.  

¶ The annual Christmas party will be held at the Detroit Yacht Club on Friday, December 

2, 2011. A family potluck was being planned for the Christmas season also but now has 

been changed to Epiphany, January 6, 2012. Might we expect to see three wise men from 

the east? 

¶ There has been an increase in the monthly charge in the contract we have with Jani -

King, the company that has been cleaning the church. To date we have been very satis-

fied with their service because June, who has been assigned to Christ Church, is a very 

nice person and an excellent worker. However, June is moving back home to Louisiana 

in November. We will maintain a month -to-month contract with Jani -King until we are 

satisfied that we are getting good service.  

¶ The employee supplied by the company that provides security for the law school parking 

lot, who was to provide security and set -up for activities on the weekend has proven to be 

unsatisfactory. We will continue to seek a more permanent solution to this problem.  

The Salvation Army is looking for a building to house a warming and/or cooling center for the home-

less. Vestry authorized John to get more details re: the Armyõs needs and report back. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

¶ Susan Diehl reminded us that we have adopted Catherine Ferguson Academy as our fall 

project and have committed to sponsoring a holiday party there and collect childrenõs 

clothing for donation. Kevin Maher and Aretha Marshall volunteered to act as coordina-

tors for this project and to explore the possibility of having the December vestry meeting 

there. Aretha reported that the academy has all new teachers and that the transition 

from DPS to charter school has been a bit rocky.  

¶ Susan also reminded us that we need to schedule Parish Council meetings. It was sug-

gested that since we initially intended to have at least four each year that they be offi-

cially put on the calendar on the Sunday following the change of seasons.  

¶ Wendy Ford drew our attention to the Eastside News, the first publication of the River-

front East Congregational Initiative. Both she and Taylor Matthew have been participat-

ing in the meetings of this newly formed community alliance. She also was kind enough 

to bring us samples from On the Rise Bakery, a business within the boundaries of our 

neighborhood.  

The meeting closed with prayer at 7:45 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Janet B. Weir  

Clerk of Vestry  
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COMMUNITY GARDEN OUTREACH 

SUCCESS  

 In 2010 the Outreach Committee identified that our ministries reflected the parishõs inter-

est in feeding the hungry (our longstanding participation in the Shelter Week, Gleaners and the 

Spirit of Hope soup kitchen) and helping and educating children. (Examples include sponsoring the 

Summer Reading Camp, parish volunteers reading to children at Golightly School, providing books 

for children, and interest in Catherine Ferguson Academy.) Acknowledging these interests, the 

Outreach Committee agreed to provide some support for a new community garden in the Charter 

Township of Royal Oak. Supporting this garden provided an opportunity that combined our 

parishõs ministry interests of feeding people and engaging and educating children. 

 This support furnished much of the essential startup for the first year of what is now the 

Grant Park Community Garden. Christ Church Detroitõs outreach grant of $2,000 enabled the pur-

chase of seeds and much-needed compost to start the garden and partial support for salaries of two 

people from the community to oversee the garden. A single mom with 2 children who was also tak-

ing care of her quadriplegic mother became the key community person keeping the garden.  

  Two MSU Extension Service interns who ran a 4H camp in conjunction with the Township 

Recreation Center were key to the success and involvement of youth. 40 youths regularly came to 

the garden and worked there, and over 100 children came at least once to the garden to see and 

learn. The youth ranged in age from 9 to 18 years old. Several became very active and interested in 

the garden and in growing food.  

 May saw the first harvest of early vegetables such as peas and lettuce and the last harvest 

of 50 pounds of vegetables occurred November 11. The community gardeners raised many vegeta-

bles, including Detroit Red and Golden beets, varieties of potatoes, beans and pole beans, sugar 

snap peas, yellow and white onions, curly and red kale, Swiss chard, spinach, turnips, summer 

squash, arugula and amazing collards.  

 The garden brought out people of all ages. The fresh organic vegetables were sold to people 

in the community and at local farmersõ markets, the Southfield food co-op, and to nearby vegetari-

an restaurants. People in the community who worked in the garden and people who could not af-

ford to buy fresh produce received free vegetables. At the seasonõs end approximately $1,900 had 

been earned as seed money for next yearõs garden. 

 Master Gardener and leading volunteer Jim Greenwood stated that he was most pleased 

with the success involving kids from the summer camps,  providing healthy fresh food to so many 


