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From the Rector :   

 Notwithstanding the warm temperatures that we had the first few 

days of 2012, winter is a time to snuggle up.   The winter time image of a fam-

i ly gathered around a fire reading books or  playing board games is not  just  a 

sentimental holiday trope but is a reality for many of us.   Although it might 

be true that the books have been replaced with e -readers, the board games 

with video games and the crackling fire with the glow from a TV, winter is 

still a time to spend indoors with the ones we love.   After all, the weather is 

colder, the days are shorter and our mobility is constrained by snow and 

ice.  All of which lead us to want to spend more time inside, being warm and 

cozy.  

 This extra time at home often feels good and right to us as Angli-

cans.  You see, our faith is centered in the home.   Home is where we learn the 

stories of our parentõs faith.  Home is where we learn our earliest bedtime 

prayers.   Home is where we lead worship for the first time - usually with 

prayers at the dinner table.   Home is where our children see how we live out 

our faith. Home is where we experience unconditional love as a reflection of 

Godõs love for us.  Home is where we live our lives centered in relationship 

with God.  

 This winter take the time to make an effort to spend some of the extra 

time we have indoors reconnecting with the ôhomelyõ aspects of Anglicanism. 

Perhaps you could find a cozy corner to read the daily bible readings set out 

in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP).   You could chose to say the Daily Devo-

tions for Families and Individuals found on pages 136 -140 of the BCP.   You 

might decide to do something as simple as reading the meditations from For-

ward Day by Day  as a family or before a meal.  

 Whatever you do, be intentional about spending time with God this 

winter, and always remember that not even a roaring fire is as warming as 

the love of God. 
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News of the People   

 Congratulations to Terry and Seth Lloyd , very proud first -

time grandparents.  On December 30 th , baby granddaughter Imogen 

Elizabeth Lloyd was welcomed into the world.  Their son Seth and his 

wife Claire have been married for two years and live in Brooklyn, 

New York.  (Those frequent flyer credits will be coming in handy.)  

Congratulations to Uncle David, too!   

 

 

 We extend our sympathy to Genet and her son Jack Barthwell  on the loss of their 

mother/grandmother. Catherine McCree Barthwell , a Detroit librarian for 43 years and lover of 

literature died in Brookfield, IL on Friday November 18 th . 

  She came to Detroit in 1946 to work for the Detroit Public Library, later transferring to the 

Detroit Public Schools where she served as a librarian at the Cleveland Junior High School and 

Cass Technical and Renaissance High Schools.  During Mrs. Barthwellõs days as graduate student 

in Boston, in the closing years of World War II, she was employed by the Boston Navy Yard as a 

òRosie the Riveteró helping to prepare war ships for combat duty.   

 Mrs. Barthwell was married in 1947 to Jack C. Barthwell, Jr. and was 

the mother of two sons Jack III, a Detroit attorney and businessman, and  

David a Chicago psychiatrist.  She was an active member of Christ Church, 

where a Memorial Service was held on December 6 th .  

Vestryman, Chorister, Parishioner, Plus  

 We congratulate Howard Matthew (PhD, Professor, Chemical Engineering & Materials Sci-

ence, Wayne State University.)    This quiet gentleman has earned his impressive title, and we are 

so proud that he joins us in our worship every Sunday.  

 Howard has been elected to the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering 

College of Fellows for òseminal contributions to the development and application of polysaccharide 

biomaterials in tissue engineering.ó  We are proud of Howard for having achieved this recognition, 

and realize the dedication to his profession that brought it about.   It is singular scientists like 

Howard that work to better our lives.  
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A Very Happy Wedding 

Anniversary!  

 On Sunday, December 4 th , Mary and Bill Logan shared a 

precious day with all of us ð the celebration of their 60 th  wedding 

anniversary.  It was joyous and it was festive.  We shared their 

memories, a wonderful luncheon, a delicious anniversary cake, 

and their happiness.   

 Mary and Bill have been members of Christ Church for 

many, many years, taking part in all of the life of Christ Church ð 

from our worship to leadership to support to working on the mun-

dane activities that need to be done.  Their children were active in 

our Sunday School as well.   Mary has served terms on our Vestry.   

(Where would our gardening be without Mary?)   Bill has stepped 

in to celebrate our worship whenever he was not needed at the 

Cathedral.   

 Memories go a long way back.  Bill was ordained priest 

here at Christ Church in 1951 and began working with the young-

er people of the church.  He spoke about his memory of starting 

his ministry with us.  Conversations with many of our long -time 

members swung to memories of his early youth leadership. We 

congratulate and love our Mary and Bill.  

Mary and Bill Logan on 

their 60th anniversary  

We enjoyed the delicious anniversary cake.  

A lovely centerpiece for a 

wonderful luncheon.  
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Sunday School News  

Happy New Year!  

From Jennie Blair:  

 I hope you found some time to relax and reflect this Christmas 

season. All of the hustle and bustle of last year is behind us and 2012 

and all its possibilities are here!  

 I pray that you and your families find time each day to not only 

thank the Lord for the many blessings you have received, but also to 

place any challenges you may face before Him so that you may continue 

to build a fulfilling relationship with our amazing God.    

February 2012  

Sunday, February 19 th  - Family Service  

Sunday, February 26 th  - Christian Ed. Sponsored Lunch  

Ice Skating at Campus Martius February 26, 2012  

ADMISSION PRICES (2011 -2012 winter 

season): 

Adults 13 Years to 49 Years $7  

Children 12 Years and younger $6  

Seniors 50 Years and Older $6  

Skate Rental $3  

Shoe Check available for people with 

their own skates $2  

Skate Sharpening $10  

 

 

Volunteers Needed!  If you are able to assist or substitute in the wor-

ship center, please email jblair@christcd.org . Thank you!  

We will also be looking for volunteers to teach Sunday School for the 

2012-2013 year. Are you being called to this type of service?  

mailto:jblair@christcd.org
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Just Thinkingé 
 People are funny; they want the front of the bus,  

 the middle of the road, and the back of the church ...   

Thanks to 2011 Volunteers for  

Hanging of the Greens  

 As we have learned over the years, and to quote my late, lovely mother Florence Keils, 

òmany hands make light work.ó We had many hands on the last Sunday in Advent, and thanks to 

Logan Hughes for compiling the list of helpers that follows: Tom Vermeersch, Bry Dennison, Gordon 

Talk, Shelley Talk, Sophie Talk, Molly Talk and Olivia Talk, Elizabeth Maher, Jacob Maher, Kevin 

Maher, Katherine Maher and Carolyn Maher, Olivia Benbow, Reid Benbow, Liza Parkinson, Will 

Sosnowsky and Julia Sosnowsky, Lamar Richardson, Stewart Watts and Merle Watts, Jane Forbes, 

Sue Webb, Andrew Diehl, Troy Harris, Marie Furcron, Aretha Marshall, Anne Hughes, Mira 

Hughes, Stella Hughes, and Logan Hughes, John Talk, Cathy Berlage and Will Berlage, and Lucin-

da Keils.  

 Thanks to the Sosnowkys, the Talks and Lamar Richardson for organizing and cooking the 

delicious chili lunch provided for the hungry volunteers when they finished decorating the church so 

beautifully. Thanks also to the Altar Guild and December sacristan Liza Parkinson for all the extras 

that went into making the church so pretty for Christmas, and to all who gave for music and flowers 

and who sang, played music and offered the beautiful pageant service and the beautiful late service 

to which we all look forward each year. òIt takes a ôcommunityõó to make a parish Christmas!  

 Note: if we overlooked anyone, it was inadvertent, so please let the office or the editor of The 

Chronicles  know and your name will appear in the next issue.  

  ð Lucinda Keils    

Thanks From the Knitters  

 Many thanks to the anonymous donor who left two very large bags of yarn at church recent-

ly.   The knitters will put the yarn to good use making prayer shawls, lap robes and baby items for the 

Catherine Ferguson Academy.   Bless you, yarn angel!  

 And Thanks to the Knitters:  Ed. note - My husband, Kareem, is the happy recipient of one 

of those lap robes.  He and I thank you so very much,  Miriam    
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CHRIST CHURCH DETROIT  

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

NOVEMBER 17, 2011  

The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer and scripture led by Seth Lloyd.  

SECRETARYõS REPORT 

¶ The following dates were set for the new year: ANNUAL MEETING ð Sunday, January 

22, 2012; VESTRY ð Thursday, January 26, 2012; VESTRY RETREAT ð Saturday, Febru-

ary 11, 2012 ð Topic ð Goal setting for 2012.  

TREASURERõS REPORT ð Jane Forbes, Chair of Finance  

¶ The monthly financial report continues to show that with the exception of the buildings 

and ground expenses we remain on budget.  

¶ A preliminary budget for 2012 was presented assuming no salary or expense increases 

with the following exceptions: Move of the capital improvements allowance of $20,000 to 

the line item budget for repairs and maintenance and the addition of $10,000.00 to the line 

item for a property manager. The request for these increases came from the Buildings and 

Grounds Commission.  

¶ During discussion the vestry asked the Finance Committee to make the following changes: 

increase the Rectorõs salary by 2%; determine the diocesan portion the same way we did 

last year in an amount not to be less than this yearõs giving; and, to withdraw only 5% 

from the restricted funds to cover the deficit between ordinary revenue and expenses.  

VISIONING and REVIEW OF 2011 GOALS  ð Susan Diehl  

¶ The Visioning Committee has met and has had some productive brainstorming sessions re: 

our commitment to a reading project for children within a five mile radius of the church. 

Specific future tasks include securing a location for the project, identifying similar pro-

grams in the area or in the city and designing an effective program that does not duplicate 

but enhances other community activities.  

¶ Our list of goals for 2011 was distributed and reviewed. Our final goal to sponsor at least 

one outreach activity this fall is already in progress. Childrenõs clothing is being collected 

for distribution at the Catherine Ferguson Academy. We are hoping to sponsor a party at 

the school but with the change in their status from DPS to a charter school it has been 

hard to get in touch with them.  

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMISSION  ð Susan Diehl  

¶ The Buildings and Grounds Commission has now met several times and is gaining trac-

tion. One of the main projects to be completed before the end of the year is to prioritize the 

major projects that need to be completed. To that effect three firms have been asked to bid 

on providing us with a facilities assessment. J.C. Beal has informally provided us with a 

list of major projects. And a New York firm that specializes in churches of our era has pre-

sented a verbal quote.  

¶ John and Susan met with Quinn Evans to discuss our need to have a facilities assessment 

made of our campus and their willingness to submit a bid for that survey. As they have 

done work for us in the past it was obvious that they have a great deal of historical 

knowledge of Christ Church. Their bid has not yet been received.  

SENIOR WARDEN  ð Ben Wilbert  

¶ The Administration Commission will complete a performance review with the rector before 

the end of the year.  

¶ Staff reviews will be completed by the rector before the end of the year.  
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RECTORõS REPORT ð John Talk  

¶ Danette LeGrand has been hired to open and close the church, watch cars and perform pre-

paratory and clean up duties on Saturday and Sunday. Danette works for Jani -King and 

has taken over the job of cleaning the church now that June has left.  

¶ Compsat has been contacted to determine the scope of work that can be done for $3500.00 

to enhance our security  

¶ John has resigned from the Diocesan Council so that he may become the Dean of our Dean-

ery. 

¶ Next year John hopes to have more people take part in the stewardship campaign. Jim 

Fleming has been doing this for the past few years but he also does the Walk -In ministry 

and schedules the LEMs and Lectors.  

¶ John has met with Lorraine George and Gail Smith re: the archives and has been in touch 

with the U of M library about storing some of our documents. Gail, Lorraine and Sue Webb 

may form an ad hoc committee to determine what should be stored off -site and what can be 

safely stored here. A preliminary look at some of the boxes that need to be sorted resulted 

in a trip down memory lane with the discovery of some picture albums of Christmas Pag-

eants past.  

¶ John and Aretha encouraged members to offer rides to the Christmas Party to those who 

probably would not go unless they were asked and provided with transportation.  

¶ John asked that people send him news or announcements that you want to be included in 

the weekly e -newsletter by Thursday noon.  

¶ A reminder to all from the Hospitality Committee to make visitors welcome. Harold Cherry 

will bring a tree to be set up in Ledyard Hall.  

MOTION: Vestry approves the name change of the 501 (c) 3 currently called the Maxon Fund to 

the Sibley House Fund.  MOTION APPROVED  

The meeting adjourned with prayer and scripture at 8:15 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Janet B. Weir  

Clerk of Vestry  

Spirit of Hope  
2012 Soup Kitchen Calendar  

 Over the years, many members of Christ 

Church have enjoyed participating in the 5 th  Sat-

urday Soup Kitchen Ministry, first when the 

church was called Trinity, and in recent years at 

the newer -named Spirit of Hope. Watch for the 

sign-up sheets in Ledyard Hall later this year, but 

in the meantime mark your calendars for the 5 th  

Saturday between 11am and 1:30pm. It is fun, and 

anyone over 5 can help!  2012 has 4 months with 

five Saturdays: the dates are March 31, June 

30, September 29 and December 29 . Hope to 

see you there! 

   ð Lucinda Keils  
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during  our countryõs war for independence 

 . Neither was repaid, but they were given land grants in the yet unexplored wilderness of 

the west. Leading forty -eight other settlers, they left New England, headed west, and in 1788, they 

founded the settlement of Marietta, Ohio.  

 Colonel Sproat was much admired by the Ohio Indians, and they were impressed by his 

height and dignified stature. As a result of earning their highest regard, the Indians called him, in 

their native language, òHetuckó or òBig Buckeye.ó Hence, began the tradition of Ohioans being 

called òbuckeyes.ó 

 Sarah was a confident and accomplished young girl, later wife and mother, and she came by 

these traits quite naturally. In addition to her fatherõs prominence, her grandfather, was also a well

-known and wily character. Commodore Abraham Whipple repeatedly distinguished himself during 

the American Revolution, and in 1772, he enraged both the British and Captain James Wallace, in 

particular, by capturing Wallaceõs men and burning his ship, the Gaspee. The Gaspee had been pa-

trolling the Rhode Island waters in an effort to enforce the Stamp Act. After his disgrace, Wallace 

hung posters all over Providence calling for Whippleõs neck. Whipple, allegedly, scribbled defiantly 

on one of the posters. òSir, always catch a man before you hang him, A. Whipple.ó 

 Living conditions in the early settlement of Marietta were harsh, and Colonel Sproat moved 

his only child, Sarah, out of harmõs way to a school in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and later to a school 

in Philadelphia. Sarah was only ten years old at the time. By the time Sarah turned sixteen, the 

small settlement of Marietta, Ohio had become òcivilized,ó and Colonel Sproat felt it was safe 

enough to have his daughter return to be with him. He and Sarah returned to Ohio bringing with 

them, on horseback, the first piano to travel west of the Allegheny Mountains! That piano later 

stood in the parlor of the Sibley House.  

 At twenty -two years of age, Sarah Whipple Sproat married Judge Solomon Sibley. They 

lived in Detroit, but frequently made trips home to Marietta to visit her family. While away on one 

trip, her first home in Detroit was destroyed by the great fire of 1805. Upon her return, she and Sol-

omon fixed up an old French residence in which they l ived for  thir ty years. 

 

The following is the third and final part of the Sibley House history.  The articles were compiled 

by our parishioner (and devoted office volunteer) Deborah Gillespie.  Judge Solomon Sibley and 

his wife, Sarah Whipple Sproat Sibley, were Deborahõs great, great, great grandparents. 

Sarah Whipple Sproat Sibley  

 Sarah Whipple Sproat was the daughter of Colonel Ebenezer 

Sproat and the granddaughter of Commodore Abraham Whipple. Both 

of them were key players in the eventual success of the American Revo-

lution.  

 Sarah was born in Providence, Rhode Island in January of 1782. 

She was the only child born to the union of Katherine Whipple and 

Colonel Sproat. Both her grandfather, Commodore Whipple and her fa-

ther Colonel Sproat, lost their fortunes supporting the government  
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Deacon Thoughts  

 On Sunday, December 25, 2011, a small group of 26 folks met at Christ Church for Morning 

Prayer. Included in that group was the Talk family plus visiting relatives, who had stayed after de-

livering Meals on Wheels. Also a part of that group was Ora Mae Mott, a member of Christ Church 

who often attends the 8:15 am service on Sunday mornings.  

 At the conclusion of the service, Fr. Talk announced that there were several meals left in 

Ledyard Hall and if anyone knew of a person who might benefit from having one, she should take it 

and deliver it.  

 My husband and I took several meals to offer to homeless folk we thought would be in the 

neighborhood near the old Tiger Stadium. Ora Mae offered to take some meals to offer to homeless 

folk she thought she would see as she drove home.  

 The next day, Ora Mae called to share with me her story of her own òMeals on Wheels.ó She 

left church and started for home using a different route than usual. She hadnõt gotten far when she 

saw a man picking up a piece of bread from the street. She pulled up next to the man. òDonõt eat 

that,ó she told him. òI have a warm meal here for you.ó She handed the meal to the surprised man. 

òWhere did you come from?ó the man asked. òWhy, I came from that church back there,ó pointing in 

the general direction of Christ Church. She said she drove a bit further into downtown and saw a 

young man leaning against a building. She asked the young man, òAre you hungry?ó The young man 

said yes that he was hungry; he was leaning on the building there so that the police would think he 

was waiting for a bus. òI have a warm meal for you,ó and handed him the meal. The young man 

looked around and said, òWhere did you come from?ó òI just came from my church,ó gesturing in the 

general direction of the church. And on she went. Several blocks later, she came upon a woman 

wrapped in a blanket. She rolled down her window and the woman said, òDo you have some money 

for me?ó òNo, I have no money, but I have a warm meal here for you,ó says Ora Mae and gives it to 

her. òBut where did you come from?ó said the woman. òI just came from my church,ó came the reply, 

and on she went, home to share the holiday with her family.  

 Indeed, where did Ora Mae come from at 11:00 am on Sunday, Christmas Day, when most 

folks were home, warm and replete with good food, surrounded by family, celebrating the Holiday? 

Why Ora Mae came from church!  

 I hope that your holidays were blessed with family, joy, peace, much needed rest, love, and 

giving.  

Helen  

Kroger Shoppers Give Us Rewards  

  During the third quarter of this year, parishionersõ shopping at Kroger, using their 

Kroger Reward cards brought us a total donation of $151.33.  Thank you so much to each shopper 

and their family.  

 

 

Yvonne Abdullah  
Helen Brewster  
Carol Campbell  
Miriam Costandi  
Dawn Esse  

Richard Esse  
Rosemary Esse 
Rosanna Fleming  
William Fleming  
Deborah Gillespie  
Donna Gloff   

Thelma McCrary  
Rollin Norris  
Thomas Solomon 
Lisa Staif  
Sue Webb  
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January/February Calendar Dates  
 

Sunday, January 15 ð Epiphany II ð Martin Luther King, Jr. ð Family Service  

    8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

Monday,  January 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ð Church Office closed  

Saturday, January 21 ð 9:00 am, Meditation Group  

    10:00 am, Knitting Group in Cary Lounge  

Sunday, January 22 ð Epiphany III - 8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

       9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

       9:30 am ð Sunday School  

        ANNUAL MEETING  

Saturday, January 28 ð 9:00 am, Meditation Group  

Sunday, January 29 ð Epiphany IV ð 8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

       9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

        9:30 am ð Sunday School 

       1:30 pm òFaces of Jesusó at the DIA 

Saturday, February 4 ð SHELTER WEEK BEGINS  

         9:00 am, Meditation Group  

Sunday, February 5 ð Epiphany V ð 8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

        9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study  

        9:30 am ð Sunday School 

Saturday, February 11 ð SHELTER WEEK ENDS   

         9:00 am, Meditation Group  

Sunday, February 12 ð Epiphany VI ð 8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

       9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

                   9:30 am ð Sunday School 

Tuesday, February 14 ð Happy Valentineõs Day 

Saturday, February 18 ð 9:00 am, Meditation Group  

Sunday, February 19 ð Last Epiphany ð 8:15 & 10:30 am Services  

          Family Service and Baptism  

                                     9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

         9:30 am ð Sunday School 

Tuesday, February 21 ð 2:45 pm, Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

                    6:00 pm, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

Wednesday, February 22 ð Ash Wednesday , 12:15 & 7:00 pm Services  

Thursday, February 23 ð 6:00 pm, Vestry Meeting  

Saturday, February 25 ð 9:00 am, Meditation Group  

Sunday, February 26 ð Lent I ð 8:15 & 10:30 am Services   

         9:15 am ð Adult Bible Study, Cary Lounge  

         9:30 am ð Sunday School 

         Campus Martius ice skating after service  

  



 

Christ Church  

January/February  

Schedule 

Sunday 

8:15 a.m.  

Holy Eucharist  

 

9am 

Choir Rehearsal 

 

9:30am 

Sunday School 

KñAdult 

 

9:30 a.m.  - 12:30 p.m.  

Nursery - Off of Atrium 

10:30 a.m. 

Holy EucharistñNave 

 

 

 

Tuesday  

11:30 a.m. ñ G.A. - Cary Lounge 

1:30 p.m. - Bible Study - Cary  

 

Wednesday  
9amñWalk-In Ministry - Cary 

Thursday  

G.A . ñ 11:30 a.m. - Cary Lounge 
 

 

Saturday  

9 a.m.ñMeditation 

A.A.  10:30 a.m.  Ledyard 
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òFaces of Jesusó at the DIA  

 Join Christ Church Members on Sunday, January 29th at 

1:30 pm for the òFaces of Jesusó Exhibit at the DIA.  The cost is 

$12 for adults and $8.00 for children.  Sign up on the sheet in Le-

dyard Hall.   

Coming Soon:   

Shrek, the Musical  

Wednesday, March 7 th , 7:30 pm  

Fisher Theater  

$79 seats ð for you $45  

Sign up in Ledyard Hall  

Tickets are only assured if paid for by Feb. 6 th . 

Shelter Week Feb 4 -11 

Please sign up on the schedule in Ledyard Hall to assist with 

various assignments during Shelter Week. Donations are also 

accepted.  Thank you for helping us with our neighbors to share 

Godõs love. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=shrek+the+musical&hl=en&rls=DGUS,DGUS:2006-15,DGUS:en&biw=1262&bih=522&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=5brTUmssVpoKXM:&imgrefurl=http://www.broadwaytovegas.com/May10,2009.html&docid=26J8WJEBFz0gxM&imgurl=http://www.broadwaytovegas.com/shre
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