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MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends in Christ,

Last weekend‟s “Night at the Opera” by the Southwest Florida Symphony and
Chorale was a masterful performance. Although I‟ve been yearning to see an
entire opera again and haven‟t been able to, this orchestra, chorale of inspiring
singers, and soprano and tenor soloists – Anna Skibinsky and Alex Richardson –
put my heart and soul over the top with musical delight. After their “Signor ne
principe” from the opera Rigoletto, the audience rose to its feet with bursts of
applause and “Bravos” while Maestro Nir Kabaretti smiled from ear to ear.
Through glorious compositions of Verdi, Donizetti, Rossini, Puccini and more the
evening was truly magical.
As I gazed at the stage and the 300 plus people – playing instruments and
singing – all as one beautiful body – I thought of the incredible cooperation,
collaboration and awareness of the other that was necessitated to create that
symphonic magic. “Symphony” – meaning harmony, different sounds coming
together. Over 300 people had managed to make a glorious sound that night.
And yes, the Maestro was primarily responsible for his leadership in making the
symphony happen but it was not without the energy, expertise and collaboration
of all the others before him.

Vision
Transforming lives through Christ
Mission
Our Mission is to demonstrate the
love of Jesus Christ so that all may
come to know God.
Guiding Principles
Faith: We value our Christian faith;

therefore, we will endeavor to conduct
ourselves according to Christ’s teachings.
Compassion: We value compassion;
therefore, we will care for others in the name
of Christ.
Service: We value service; therefore, we will
share the gifts God has given us.
Inclusivity: We value inclusivity; therefore,
we will strive to include everyone.
Integrity: We value integrity; therefore, we
will treat each other with respect and
honesty.

Interesting that two days after the “Night at the Opera,” I read an article called
“Followers Wanted.” It was an intriguing piece about how many of the top
colleges are focusing on the recruitment of leaders in their new admissions, and
how high school kids – in dire attempts to meet that standard – have been trying
to be president of as many high school clubs as possible – even those they have
little or no interest or passion in! The article also explained how so many students
have lost the real essence of good leadership and are more and more “motivated
by the spotlight rather than by the ideas and the people they serve.” The
message from the college admissions and marketing seems to be “teaching
students to be a leader for the sake of being in charge, rather than in the name of
a cause or idea they care about deeply.” The article also talked about the
somewhat pejorative definition the term “followers” has – and how sad that is.
I thought again of the “Night at the Opera” and that without the 300 “followers”
singing and playing before me, there would have been no harmony. If there had
been 300 “leaders” playing for the sake of each being the star or being in the
spotlight, the magic would not have been there. Good music perhaps but not
great. Those professional musicians, those “followers” were filled with passion as
their fingers danced over the strings and they sang arias right from the heart. The
music they created flowed from a deep wellspring of knowledge and love of
magnificent composers and a desire to follow the hands and facial expressions of
the Maestro to produce an holistic beauty. Even the Maestro played the good
“follower” as we were asked to look at the cover of our programs to see the little
“sticky note” put there with his name on it! He asked that we use it to send him
any thoughts or suggestions about the symphony! What true leadership – to take
the important step to follow and learn as well – for the sake of the whole.
(Continues on next page)

Jesus, the man from Galilee, didn‟t try to be the star nor
stay in the spotlight. How often did he tell his disciples to
heal or to feed the crowds themselves. Those three years
of his ministry were a time for his message of love to be
offered to the world by a band of people passionate about
his message and willing to be followers for the sake of the
common good – to make the world whole. What greater
image do we have than that as we struggle in our world in our country - right now to make some harmony happen
- maybe even create a much-needed symphony of
understanding, cooperation and love.

In prayer and hope, Ellen

+

Morning Prayer on Tuesdays
Why not try this simple and beautiful way to begin
your day – in prayer circled around a single candle.
We hope you can join us on Tuesdays in the Angel
Chapel for these 20 minutes of peace and prayer
with the Lord. (9:00 a.m.)

Taizé – Third Wednesdays
Join us on April 19 and May 17 at 6 p.m.
for a peace-filled service of candlelight,
music, prayer and silence. Taizé is a
small town in France where a community
of brothers first opened its doors to the public to
welcome them to pray, sing, and be silent - most
importantly to invite them into a place of peace
from a hectic world. This 25-minute service on the
third Wednesday of the month will offer you a holy
and melodic rhythm - one you may want to take
back into your busy lives. Mostly, it is a time for all
of us to create a space to hear where God is
speaking. It will be followed by refreshments and
light snacks.

April 26th – The Library (6-7:15p)
May 31st – Pool Party at the Sloans’ Home
(6:00 p.m.)
Meghan Warner, Youth Leader
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Thanksgiving For
Our New Vestry and Officers
With deep gratitude to our outgoing Vestry Members
Adair Heath, Joanne Syversen and David
Washburn, and outgoing Treasurer Morton
McDonald. We now welcome the new Vestry and
Officers for the year 2017.

Vestry Members:
Lee Almas, Julie Boyd,
Ellie Harries, John Hillman, Bruce Pattison,
Piff Piffarerio, Jerry McCullough, Bettie Modys,
Chris Salerno, Anne Stewart
Senior Warden: Anne Stewart
Junior Warden: Lee Almas
Treasurer: Jim Garfield
Secretary: Julie Boyd
Chancellor: Judy Workman
Clerk: Norma Emerson

Outreach Ministry and
Youth Group‟s

Pine Manor Hygiene Drive

Hundreds of tubes of toothpaste, bars of soap,
toothbrushes, brushes and combs and you name it –
are being collected for our friends in the Pine
Manor neighborhood of Fort Myers. Thank you to
everyone in the parish who is helping to make this
drive a success again this year. There are some very
grateful families out there. Thank you to our Youth
Leader Meghan Warner and the Youth Group for
sorting and packing all of the items, and gratitude to
Mike and Sue Fuller and Penny Lind for taking
everything to Pine Manor. What a blessing – for us
to be able to do and for our neighbors who are able
to receive.

New Lenten
Processional
Cross
Well-known artist and
craftsman, Jeff Hinds
(son of June and Bob
Ingraham) created St.
Michael‟s first Lenten
processional cross and
it was blessed on the
first Sunday of Lent.
Sculpted from island
driftwood, the cross
and pole are blended
together by a piece of
exquisite purple heart
wood. Thank you, Jeff, June and Bob, for this
beautiful gift. It has given us a more appropriate
cross symbol for the season of Lent.

Looking For Drivers
Have you ever wondered how it feels to drive 14
happy, appreciative passengers across the
Causeway, enjoying the beautiful scenery of our
lovely island paradise? Well, the opportunity is
there for YOU. Our church bus (which has been in
operation for 12 years) needs additional volunteer
drivers. You do not need a special license to operate
our bus, just a clean license (the same as is required
to drive your personal car).
This very important Ministry (a part of our Pastoral
Care Ministry) is in need of more fresh talent
behind the wheel. Do not worry as we can train you
in all aspects of the job. If you have any interest, or
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jerry
McCullough (239-691-1206), Ellen Sloan (239896-6468), or Susan Gonzalez (239-472-2173).

The Vestry and I are thrilled to announce that St.
Michael and All Angels will offer a Vacation Bible
School during the week of June 19-23, and all
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends
and also children from the Sanibel and Ft. Myers
area are welcome to join in! Our Parish Nurse
Wendy Warner, RN, and her daughter Meghan
(our Youth Leader) will be leading this exciting
week and we hope you‟ll spread the word to your
friends, neighbors and family who may be visiting.
Children entering grades K-5 in September 2017 (or
if preK- at least age 5) are eligible to register and
this program is free of charge. Please complete the
form below and send to Wendy Warner at
St. Michael‟s.
 -----------------------------------------------------------

pre-registration form
Child’s Name ______________________________
Child’s Age (as of Sept. 2017) __________________
Child’s Grade _____________________________
Registering Adult __________________________
Adult Contact # ____________________________
Contact Address ___________________________
__________________________________________

Our all volunteer
driver team derives
such great pleasure
from this Ministry.
Come join them.
Thank you, Jerry
McCullough
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Baptism of
Maxwell Arthur Pilibosian
April brings us the liturgy of Holy Week and the
music of the triumphant Easter Season. On Palm
Sunday, Mary Ann Boorn and Anne-Marie
Bouché will combine to sing the Pie Jesu from the
Andrew Lloyd Webber Requiem. Jennifer
Rundlett and Jan Holly will combine for
wonderful flute and piano music on Wednesday,
April 12th. Dr. Rundlett will also accompany the
Parish Choir on Maundy Thursday.

During our celebration of Bishop Dabney and
Mary Smith’s visit, we also celebrated the
Baptism of Maxwell Pilibosian, welcoming
another new Christian into the Body of
Christ.

Thank you to
Indiana University
Jacob‟s School of Music
Performers
Dr. Charles H. Webb ~ piano
Teresa Procter ~ mezzo-soprano
Anita Kruse ~ piano

The solemn liturgy of Good Friday will include two
appropriate anthems including God So Loved the
World from The Crucifixion by John Stainer and
Adoramus te, Christe. The latter, an immortal
anthem, was written by Giovanni Pierluigi
Palestrina during the Renaissance period.
The Great Vigil of Easter, held at 10:00 p.m. on
Saturday, April 15th, will usher in the glorious
music of Easter. The choir will sing an appropriate
selection for this service. Easter Sunday brings the
traditional Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah by
George Frederick Handel. Scott Osler, Trumpet;
Jonathan Helmreich, Trombone; Phill Urion,
French Horn; Jennifer Rundlett, Flute; Janet
Davis and Sara Evans, violinists will accompany
this overwhelmingly beautiful piece sung by the
entire congregation. During communion, the Parish
Choir will sing the Antiphon from Ralph Vaughan
Williams' Five Mystical Songs. The text is from the
famous mystic poet George Herbert.

With much gratitude we give thanks to Barbara
and Dick Schilling for bringing us another glorious
evening of music from Bloomington, Indiana.

The Parish Choir will continue to sing through May
14th even though several choir members will return
north. Your Director of Music/Organist will play his
last service of the season on Sunday, May 28th.
~ Hank Glass, Minister of Music
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St. Michael‟s in Honduras

Rev. Robert Miller and his wife Margi were working in
Honduras as missionaries of the US Episcopal Church in
the mid 1970‟s. At that time, Honduras was the poorest
country in the Western hemisphere (after Haiti) with an
illiteracy rate of 25%, an unemployment rate hovering at
30% and more than half the population living below the
poverty line. Only 60% of children completed grade 6 and
only 35% grade 9. In the face of dire poverty many
children who should have been in school were „living in
the streets‟.
One night in 1979 the Millers and several local church
people went into the streets of Tegucigalpa, the capital
city of Honduras, and found and then provided care for
five boys who had been living in cardboard boxes. This
was the start of El Hogar. With funding from churches,
service clubs in the United States and Canada, and the
support of many individual donors, it grew rapidly but its
mission has always remained the same. Its goal is to
break the cycle of poverty and transform the lives of
extremely poor children. Currently it provides a home,
food, clothing and a quality education to 250 girls and
boys all rescued from hopeless poverty and gang life.
With the support of a loving and protective community,
they are filled with joy, purpose, and a sense of belonging
rather than fear, violence and rejection. The program is
provided in three sites (an Elementary School, a
Technical Institute, an Agricultural School), and four
residences.
St. Michael‟s has been a strong supporter of El Hogar for
nearly a decade. Thirty-three members of our parish
contribute financially to this program as student sponsors.
Our Church‟s Outreach Ministry has annually given the
School a grant in aid of programs – in 2017 this
amounted to $10,000 in support of the teaching of
English. In 2013 eleven parishioners spent a week living
at the School and working with the children as a mission
team. Prior to the trip, the congregation collected over a
1000 pounds of clothing and other needed items which
accompanied the group to Honduras.
St. Michael‟s provides many different opportunities for
parishioners to experience the spiritual growth that can
come from being individually involved in a charitable
effort to serve others who are less fortunate. As
Christians, this is what we are instructed to do. If you are
interested in more information, mission trips, or becoming
involved in El Hogar, please give us a phone call.
~ Ellie and John Harries
(239-672-1567)

Spotlight on
Gladiolus Learning and
Development Center

Gladiolus Learning and Developmental Center is one
of the worthwhile organizations that St. Michael‟s
supports with grant monies.
The center is located in the Harlem Heights community in
Ft. Myers. It is nationally accredited and has been
awarded Florida's Gold Seal of Excellence. GLADC
provides educational and day care programs for an
average of 160 children who range in age from one
month to twelve years. 97 percent of the children qualify
for subsidized tuition. The center relies on grants and
donations to help cover the difference between the
reimbursements and actual costs of operating the center.
By giving the center grant monies, St. Michael‟s is one of
the areas faith communities that helps the children meet
their developmental, emotional, social and physical
potential.
Although monies keep GLADC operating, volunteers are
very important too. Tutoring, classroom literacy, "baby
cuddling", and arts and crafts are areas that need you as
a volunteer. Extra helping hands are always welcomed in
the office and also in fundraising endeavors.
Some of the parishioners may have had the opportunity
to meet the director, Tina Parsons, when she was a
guest of St. Michael‟s Outreach Ministry earlier this year.
To arrange a visit or inquire about volunteer
opportunities, call Tina at 239-481-2100. She will be
happy you called...and so will you!
~ Win Rathje
Outreach Ministry Team Member

Sister Carol Continues With Us
Many parishioners now take advantage of the
inspiring and insightful spiritual direction offered
by Sr. Carol who is with us one full day a month at
St. Michael's. Also known as a spiritual companion,
Carol is an attentive listener to your thoughts and
questions about your relationship with Christ. No
matter how you are able or unable to articulate your
faith journey, Carol is right there with you on your
walk. I encourage you to call Carol and make an
appointment (239) 691-2835. You will not be
disappointed and your soul will sing!
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Baptisms of
Camryn Isabella, Emalee Kay
and Taylor Marie Peach

SHROVE TUESDAY
February 28, 2017
The Men of the Parish prepared and served

The 14th ANNUAL PANCAKE SUPPER

Plain or blueberry pancakes and sausages were on the menu

Over 150 people enjoyed
pancakes and our Youth
Group served ice cream
desserts to everyone.

The Choir sings a special song to the three girls.

Anna Kjoller in “Plaza Suite”
Congratulations to our Head Acolyte Anna Kjoller
as she‟s pictured here (left) in one of the leading
roles of “Plaza Suite.” Her Rector and Senior
Warden were there on her last night to applaud her
efforts. What a star in our midst – in more ways
than one!

Thank you, Scott Chrysler
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The Rev. Frederic Menalas

Many of you will remember The Rev. Frederic
Menalas, a former student of Ellen Sloan‟s at
General Seminary, who returned to Haiti as
an ordained priest in 2008. The first time we
reached out to Frederic was after the terrible
earthquake in Haiti as he worked so hard to keep his
flock safe and healthy and to literally dig out of the
nightmare they were in. We found out recently that
the Episcopal Bishop of Haiti has now put Frederic
in charge of education at sixteen parishes - to which
he has to drive by motorcycle over hills and
streams carrying large amounts of books, etc! He
reached out to us and asked if we could send him
some money towards a truck and we said YES!
Thank you so much to ECW and to the Rector‟s
Discretionary Fund that together was able to send
Frederic a total of $4,000 toward the purchase of the
truck. He raised the rest of the money and here he is
saying thank you to us!

Men‟s Retreat 2017

Another meaningful and bonding time at
DaySpring Conference Center.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Reaches Out to Syrian Women
Parishioner Sally Edwards
sent us this photo of Didar,
one of three Syrian women
she has reached out to this
year – her latest effort in
giving Didar and her
daughter and granddaughter
three shawls from our St.
Michael‟s Prayer Shawl
Ministry. (Didar is pictured
here with the prayer shawl.)
When Sally helped Didar
translate from Arabic what
the prayer shawls were and who made them, Didar
began to cry – she was so touched by the outpouring
of care and love from St. Michael's. She has five
other daughters, one son, and four granddaughters
still living in the Middle East and has not seen them
in over four years. Didar and her daughter Mona
take classes in English As a Second Language to
qualify for job applications and are anxious to begin
giving back to all the people who have helped them
settle into a new country.

Prayer Shawl/Quilt Ministry
Attention all those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting, or quilting and
those who would like to learn! A
gathering is held every Tuesday
from 12:30-2:30, in the Library. (No meeting on
April 11.) Future meetings to be announced.
Bring any project that you are working on, and plan
to enjoy casual conversation as we do needlework
together and build friendships. For those who would
like to learn, someone will be glad to teach you.
Come when you can.
All shawls, quilts, and lap blankets are blessed by
Ellen at a worship service. This enables parishioners
to participate in offering love and support to
recipients. Created with love and prayers, these
creations are given as a „gift of love‟ to people who
need a little extra comfort, warmth and healing at a
difficult time in their life, as well as on joyous
occasions like baptisms!
~ Ellie Harries, Chair
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A Few Words from Your
Parish Nurse, Wendy
We all have heard of the different awareness
months for heart, kidney, and women‟s awareness,
but few have heard that April is Irritable Bowel
Syndrome (IBS) Awareness Month. Most folks
don‟t necessarily want to talk about the bowel but
for many it is a real issue. “IBS is among the most
common gastrointestinal disorders in America today
and effects 1 in 5 people nationwide – that‟s 20% of
the population.” IBS affects between 25 and 45
million Americans every day. Symptoms of IBS
can include abdominal cramping, bloating, diarrhea,
and even constipation or both. There are
interactions that occur between the gut and the
brain. So if life becomes stressful or emotional for
an individual with IBS, their gut most times will let
them know.
Author Brenda Watson has outlined 9 natural
solutions that can be taken to help improve bowel
health:
“1. Add More Fiber. Fiber supports healthy
digestive function by helping to absorb and
eliminate toxins in the colon that may
contribute to IBS symptoms.
2. Limit Fatty Foods. Eating foods that are high
in fat such as fried foods and certain meats may
contribute to IBS. Be sure to consume these
types of foods in moderation.
3. Cut Back on Caffeine. Highly caffeinated
foods and beverages worsen IBS symptoms.
4. Avoid Foods High in Sulfur. Vegetables such
as brussels sprouts, cabbage, garlic, onions and
broccoli – are high in sulfur and may actually
trigger IBS symptoms.
5. You May Have Food Sensitivity. Some
people have IBS because they are dealing with
an underlying food sensitivity. Gluten and
dairy are the two most common foods.
6. Show Your Digestive Tract a Little TLC.
Many herbs and nutraceuticals such as
marshmallow root, slippery elm, and the amino
acid L-glutamine can help nourish and soothe
the intestinal tract and bowel.
7. Balance with Probiotics. Probiotics are the
beneficial bacteria in the gut that work to
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maintain a balanced internal environment and
promote optimal digestion and immune health.
8. Drink Plenty of Water. Drinking plenty of
water (at least half your body weight in ounces
every day) will help flush out toxins and other
harmful microbes.
9. Try Colon Hydrotherapy. IBS sufferers –
especially those with severe symptoms – may
find that natural colon hydrotherapy (Colonics)
can help cleanse the system.”
I would advise anyone before they go to the
extreme of colon hydrotherapy, that you seek
medical help. If symptoms are severe or bloody
stools occur, you need to as well seek medical help.
As before if you ever have any questions, concerns
or even ideas for topics you‟d like to see or hear
more about, feel free to email me at
wendywarnerrn@gmail.com or leave me a message
in the office.

CPR Heart Saver & AED Classes
IF YOU’RE GOING NORTH FOR THE SUMMER,
CONSIDER TAKING A CPR & AED CLASS!!
Sanibel Fire Department has classes routinely on
the 2nd Saturday of every month from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. The cost of the class is $10 per person and an
additional cost of $15 only if you want to purchase
a book for yourself (Not Required.) You must call
ahead to reserve a slot: at the Fire Dept. at 239472-5525. The class will be held at 2351 Pine Ridge
Rd. Next Class is April 8th. If you do take a class,
please email me at wendywarnerrn@gmail.com, so
I can update my list.

Men‟s Fellowship
Join together in fellowship, discussion
and prayer at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesdays,
April 11th & 25th and May 9th & 23rd in
the Parish Hall.
Light breakfast
provided (7:15).

Renovation and Renewal
Moving Forward!
New walls and windows appear every day as the
renewal of our building moves forward. The Vestry
and Rector thank everyone for their patience with
fewer parking spaces, hammering during meetings,
and some of the messiness in the hallway. Begun on
February 13, we‟re actually moving along quite
quickly - thanks to our Property Committee, Project
Consultant Kathy McCabe, past and present
Junior Wardens Adair Heath and Lee Almas, and
our easy-to-get-along-with construction company
owner Tom Ambrosio and his
Site Supervisor Marco Dumont.
They possess a way of being
positive and calm in the midst of a very complicated
and complex project. Remember too that another
blessing in this renewal project is that it is only
possible because of an anonymous donation
given by two parishioners.

Floor down and men put up the first wall frame

Framing for meeting rooms
Demolition of exterior

Framing for new sacristy
Demolition for flower prep room and space behind the altar.
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A Personal Message about
Planned Giving
When Parke and I moved to Sanibel in 2004, St.
Michael‟s immediately became at the center of our
life on the Islands. The openness and welcoming
extended to us by the congregation and clergy made
it clear that we had found our church home. Within
a year we began our yearly pledging, and placed St.
Michael‟s as a beneficiary in the will. It was a very
simple step to take; a codicil was added to the will
naming a bequest amount, and how we would like
the money to be used by the church. In our case it
is for the unrestricted general endowment. We feel
that adding to the endowment is the best way to
secure the future of the church. In fact, the Vestry
reconfirmed this belief in a statement last summer,
“We, the Vestry, encourage parishioners who are
making arrangements for their planned gift to St.
Michael‟s give strong consideration to directing that
gift for use as part of our General Endowment. In
this manner it will help provide a yearly income
(interest only) to be used at the Vestry‟s discretion,
while also building a legacy for generations to
come.”
There are other vehicles besides a bequest through
which you can make a planned gift, and there is also
the freedom to direct your gift for other uses by the
church. If you would like to discuss the possibility
of making a planned gift, or to let us know that you
have already done so, please contact Ellen Sloan,
Lee Cooper, Ellen Trevor or me.
When I arranged for a planned gift to St. Michael‟s
in my will, I felt that I was placing the church on
the same level as my family. And for me, that is
where it belongs.
~ Mollie Avery

Holy Week 2017
Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion
Saturday, April 8th – 5 p.m. &
Sunday, April 9th – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday in Holy Week
April 12th – 6:00 p.m.

Down to the River to Prayer – Sharing a lesson from her
new book, The Joyful Sound: Reflections on the Life of
Christ in Art and Music, Jennifer Rundlett highlights
Madox Ford Brown‟s painting, “Jesus Washing Peter‟s
Feet.” She leads attendees in a reflection, via art and
music, honoring the African-American Gospel tradition.

Maundy Thursday
Washing of the Feet, Holy Eucharist, and
Stripping of the Altar
April 13th – 5:00 p.m.
“Maundy” from the Latin – mandatum novum meaning
“new commandment.” The Reserved Sacrament will
be placed in the Angel Chapel for an all-night vigil for
anyone wishing to come and pray.

Good Friday

April 14th – 12:00 p.m.
This liturgy, commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ, includes the Passion Gospel, solemn collects (dating
from ancient Rome), and Holy Communion from the
Reserved Sacrament from Maundy Thursday‟s Eucharist.

Holy Saturday

April 15th – 5:00 p.m.
The Book of Common Prayer offers us a service of
scripture, a spoken anthem, and the Lord‟s Prayer for the
first service on Holy Saturday with Communion.
Following the service, there will be a potluck supper.

The Great Vigil of Easter –

Leaving the
Sanibel/Fort Myers
area for the
summer?
As you start planning your departures north, south,
east or west, please be sure to inform Susan in the
Church Office of the date you leave. It is extremely
important that addresses are changed as you change
locations.
~ Thank you & safe travels!
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Saturday Evening

April 15th – 10:00 p.m.
Kindling of the new fire, lighting of the Paschal Candle,
Lessons and Holy Eucharist.
(Gather outside for the lighting of the new fire
& then process into the church)

Easter Sunday – April 16th
7:30 a.m. • 9:30 a.m. • 11:30 a.m.

A Prayer for Our Nation
From The Book of Common Prayer, 838

Almighty God, giver of all good things:

To All the Women of
St. Michael's Parish

We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of
this land. They restore us, though we often destroy
them.
Heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation.
They make us rich, though we often exploit them.
Forgive us.
We thank you for the men and women who have
made this country strong. They are models for us,
though we often fall short of them.
Inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been
lit in this land. It has drawn people from every
nation, though we have often hidden from its light.
Enlighten us.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all
its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we have
been faithless again and again.
Renew us.
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here
begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance
and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime.
And hasten the day when all our people, with many
voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy
Name.
Amen.

Dear Fellow Congregants,
I am aboundingly grateful for your
concern about my health. I have
been deeply blessed by your prayers.
I am convinced that my health is
being restored by this positive energy.
As Christians, we know that destiny
can be changed through the power of
our supplications. May God always
hear the prayers of the people of the
Saint Michael’s faith community.
With appreciation,
Peter Blaze Corcoran

The last monthly luncheon meeting of the 20162017 season for the Women of the Church (ECW)
is Monday, April 10 at 12:30 PM in the Parish
Hall. The program, "A Journey Through Holy
Week" will be presented by Sr. Carol Beevers.
Our luncheon meetings for 2017-2018 will begin
Monday, November 13 and all the women of the
church are invited. Look for the 2017-2018
brochure in October's mail giving you all the
meeting dates and programs including the
Women's Retreat and World Day of Prayer.
This past year has been a very busy and
successful one with interesting and informative
programs, not to mention all of the delicious
lunches. The ECW board wishes everyone a fun,
safe and restful summer and we look forward to
seeing all of you in the Fall.
~ Betsy McCullough,
ECW President

ARK THRIFT SHOP

Noah’s Ark summer hours begin May 1st
- Tuesdays & Fridays only –
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Donations will be accepted until August
4th (furniture pick-up until the end of
July), the Ark will then be closed from
August 5th thru September.
Thank you all for supporting Noah’s Ark
and our many charities. For questions
regarding furniture pick-up please call
the Ark at (239) 472-3356.
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May They Rest in Peace
Cecily Campbell-Smith
(Sister of Jill Dillon)
January 22, 2017


Cindy Ferguson
(Daughter of Eleanor Hornbrook)
February 15, 2017


Yvette Gonzalez Lifton
(Sister of Susan Gonzalez)
February 19, 2017


Karol McKenney
(Sister of Lynda Dunham)
March 2017


Michael McCormick
(Cousin of Ellen Sloan)
March 2017


Jane Bone
March 28, 2017


Philip Belanger
March 30, 2017

Madden Education Scholarships
If you plan to apply for a
scholarship, this is the time of
year to do so! The deadline
for application is May 1st. St.
Michael's is blessed to have
this scholarship fund for adults and teens in the
parish who want to pursue further education. Please
contact Judy Workman, Chair of the Madden
Education Fund Committee jworkmn@aol.com for
an application.

Prayer List
Please Remember in Your Prayers
If you would like your family member(s), friend(s)
or yourself to be on the list, please send or call
names to Susan in the Church Office at 239-4722173 or parishsecretary@saintmichaels-sanibel.org
Parishioners:
Dick Prescott
Phil Pilibosian
Nancy Sutton Bell
Pat Rohde
Dick Jacker
John Mason
George Craig
Margi Shilay
Don Van Alstyne
Penny Chrysler
Brenda Demaree
Wendy Harris
Peter Blaze Corcoran
Jean Chapman-Castle

Dianne Leonardi
David Connor
Jean Stanton
BZ Coyne
Carol Daniels
Dan Keys
Ruth Amend
Dale McGinley
Wesley Fay
June Ingraham
Bob Howard
Buzz Osterbush
Joe Huff

Family of Parishioners:
Rob Modys
Walter
Kelsey Cater
Bob Maupin
Amy Sue Lund
Sherrie

Christina Dillon Cohen
Susan
Michael Wood
Kim
Marilyn
Emma

Friends of Parishioners:
Gregg Bryant
Jackie Rogers
Brooks Halota
Doug Boyce
Angie Barouse

Tim Tate
Doris Schmucker
Lisa Beasley
Joe Skeabala
Jackie Pachnik

Beginning Weekend of
May 7th
Saturdays at 5 – Holy Eucharist Rite II,
followed by Reception.
Sundays at 9:30 – Holy Eucharist Rite II,
followed by Coffee Hour.
Sunday School at 9:30 – Pre-K to 5th gr.

12

A Special Thank You
To Ellen and My St. Michael’s Family,
My mother, Ida, and myself would like to
express our heartfelt thank you to everyone
for all your love, prayers, cards, flowers and
support the last few months - before, during
and after my sister Yvette’s passing. Though
the loss is great and felt each day, we
continue to move forward with peace
knowing we will once again be together.
Thank you for your patience while I took
time away from the office each day to spend
with my sister while she was in the hospital
and with family. A special THANK YOU to
Connie Edgar, Wanda Adler and Wendy
Warner for filling in for me in the office,
during the time I was out.
With sincere love and gratitude,
Susan Gonzalez

Successful Stewardship
Season
Special thanks to the Stewardship Team,
Chairs Don Rolley and John Hillman, and
to all of the people who hosted our
Neighborhood Conversations. Most of all,
deep gratitude to the 250 parishioners who
made a financial pledge to St. Michael’s for
2017. That is an amazing total number of
people who listened and understood the
importance of pledging, not only for the
Vestry’s annual budget purposes, but also for
the long-term planning and sustainability of
this parish and all that it does locally and
globally. In that total 87 people increased
their annual offering, and we had 36 brand
new pledges! Back in 1958 a group of people
first conceived of St. Michael’s and went from
holding services in the Casa Marina
Restaurant on the bay to building a church
in 1960/61. Your pledges – like their
commitments of time, talent and treasure so
long ago – will ensure that this parish keeps
acting as the hands and feet of Christ for
hundreds of years to come.

Pledges for 2017

On-line Pledge Giving
We have available for those interested in
paying their pledge or just making a
contribution via credit card. Go to our website
at www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org and scroll
down the sidebar until you see the green
“Pledge Payment” box and click on it.

Pledge
payment

30-Mar

250

23-Mar

248

12-Mar

244

5-Mar

242

26-Feb

237

19-Feb

226

12-Feb

218

4-Feb

206

29-Jan

Follow the prompts and complete the screens
as they appear. If you have any questions,
Susan and Wanda will be glad to assist you.
Call us at (239) 472-2173. (A valid email
address is required.)

182

22-Jan

150

15-Jan

96

1-Jan

19
0

50

100

150

200

250
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Easter Lilies:
Gifts in: thanksgiving for or in memory of

Walking Through the Bible
Making Ancient Words Relevant

…loved ones and friends are welcome as we
prepare for the decoration of the Church for Easter.
Please earmark your gift check “Easter Lilies,”
attach to the form below, and place it in the offering
plate or bring or mail it to the Parish Office:
2304 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957

by Thursday, April 13th
Please print

In memory of:

Join the Rector for our continued exploration
of the Gospel of St. Matthew, and see how
his Greco-Roman world, and its unique
mores and perspectives can speak to us
today. We gather every Thursday at 11:00
a.m. in the Library and Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.
(off-site) and people are welcome to come
when they are able. We don’t take
attendance and we honor everyone’s
reflections and questions!

Christian Yoga
Given by:

Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
in St. Michael‟s Parish Hall

Classes: April 4th & 18th
(No Summer classes…will resume in the Fall)
In thanksgiving for:

Given by:

Christian Yoga – as a gentle practice and prayer for
better health, will be offered free of charge, the first
and third, Tuesdays of the month starting in
November. The class will convene in the St.
Michael‟s parish hall and will go from 2:30pm to
3:30pm. Please bring a yoga or sticky mat, a strap
and reframe from eating an hour and a half prior to
class. All participants must be able to get up and off
the floor by themselves.
The first part of the class will be spent on breath
work. We will move to stretches and extensions on
the floor. We will then rise and work on balance
and standing poses. The last part of the class is our
final relaxation pose, meditation and prayer. Please
come join us.
If you have any questions; call Gari Lewis
Certified Yoga instructor: (239) 395-2403.
"...offer your body as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of
worship." Romans 12:1
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April

May

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays
st

1
3rd

4th
5th
6th
7th

8th
9th
10th
11th

12th

Lee Williams
Ronn Downey
Chip Filleul
Earl Moorhouse
Betsy Winters
Adele Mattern
John Coleman
April Bradley
Laurie Kjoller
Bob Rando
Roland Salatino
Jane Withers
Peter Bergsten
John Talmage
Roberta Winters
Nancy Kiddoo
Penny Theis
Martha Ballard
David Filkins
Sally Lund
Mort McDonald
Sandy Trevor

Birthdays
th

13 Jackson Hillman
18th Harry Banker
Buck Kirkpatrick
th
19 John Boorn
Art Sherrill
nd
22 Linda Korn
Joanne Syversen
rd
23 Cathy Bridge
24th Ronald Clarke
25th Mary Jane Bancroft
Carl Meier
th
26 Lee Cooper
Barbara Maruchi
Phill Urion
th
27 Bill Coffey
28th Marvell Bradley
29th Sarah Ashton
Joy Bonhayag
Lena Brown
Anne Kimball
th
30 Betsy Schuman

Anniversaries
2nd
6th
7th
9th
10th
14th
15th
30th

Diane and Dale McGinley
Dawn and John Hillman
Bronwen Cunningham and Robert Booth
Ann and Charles Simms
Gretchen and Halsey Spruance
Beth and Michael Workman
Jeanie and Hank Glass
Jaye and Bill Boswell
Margery and Ken Chambers

If you have not already done so,
please consider sharing your birthday
and/or anniversary with us.

1st
4th

5th
6th
7th

8th
9th
10th
12th
13th
14th

Julie Boyd
Mia Kjoller
Mary Jane Proctor
Val Sadd
Joyce Ross
Jack Rushworth
Rich Green
Hank Glass
Cherise Rowan
Ralph Sloan
Jim Fay
Chris Salerno
Tom Williams
Liz Farrow
Bob Syversen
Judy Pryor
Bill Boswell
Sean O‟Brien
Carolyn Graham
Sylvia Heider
Gary Kreml

15th Benjamin Talmage
16th Laney Fay
17th Brigitta Clumsky
Donnalee Washburn
th
20 Michael Billheimer
22nd Don Kopas
23rd Tom Addison
Joe Salatino
th
24 Nancy Beecher
Mary Beth Gonzalez
Judy Kirkpatrick
th
25 Don Rolley
26th Charles Simms
27th Ken Chambers
Geo Lowden
Stephanie Rahe
th
28 Olivia Talmage
29th Phil Belanger
31st John Pryor

Anniversaries
1st
10th
14th
16th
17th
18th
19th

20th
25th
28th
30th

Emily and Chris Kirchner
Joan and Bruce Sprinkle
Judy and Earl Moorhouse
Beryl and Alex Flesh
Nancy and Don Rolley
Dyan and Anthony Thompson
Adele and Richard Mattern
Carol and Bob Allen
Jenny and Bob Rando
Susie and Demo Scutakes
Patty and Attila Molnar
Suzanne and Don Kopas
Cantor and Bill Eagleson
Ellie and John Harries
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ECW Annual Fashion Show
“Sunrise ~ Sunset”
You can watch the current weekend’s
sermon on-line. Go to our website at
www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org and click
on Livestream link in the sidebar, select
the date you’d like to watch.

SAVE THE DATE

Noah’s Ark Annual
Bag Day
Friday
August 4, 2017!!

Women at the Well gather on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of each month at 1 p.m. in the Library.
These informal gatherings bring together women
of all ages, ethnicities, religious inclinations and
backgrounds for meaningful conversations about
spirituality, personal growth and fellowship. All
women are welcome to drop in, and no advance
sign up is required. To inquire about “Women at
the Well” contact Luann Fortune at
lufortune@aol.com or 202 669-4798.
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Dates to Remember
April 2017 & May 2017
Sunday School
Morning Prayer
Evening Bible Study with the Rector
Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayer
Prayer and Potluck – “First Wednesday”
Taizé Service – “Third Wednesday”
Bible Study with the Rector
Book Study
Choir Rehearsal
ECW Board Meeting
Prayer Shawl/Quilt Ministry
Women at the Well
Christian Yoga
Pastoral Care Ministry
Outreach Ministry
Music, Prayer and Potluck
Stations of the Cross
Palm Sunday/Weekend
ECW Lunch / Program / Annual Mtg.
Men‟s Fellowship
Musical Presentation
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Holy Saturday with Potluck Supper
Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Sunday
Church Office Closed – Easter
Christian Education Ministry
Healing Ministry
Youth Group
Vestry Meeting
Women at the Well
American Guild of Organists Dinner
Men‟s Fellowship
Pastoral Care Ministry
Healing Ministry
Vestry Meeting
Church Office Closed – Memorial Day
Youth Group – Pool Party

Every Sunday
Every Tuesday
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
April 5th and May 3rd
April 19th and May 17th
Every Thursday
Every Friday until April 7
Every Friday (Oct.-May)
Mon.
Tues.
Tues.
Tues.
Wed.
Wed.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat-Sun
Mon.,
Tues.,
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Wed.,
Mon.,
Wed.,
Thurs.
Tues.,
Fri.,
Tues.
Wed.,
Mon.,
Thurs.
Mon.
Wed.,

April 3 (last one)
April 4 / 18
April 4 / 18
April 4 / 18
April 5
April 5 (last one)
April 5
April 7 (last one)
April 8-9
April 10
April 11 / 25
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 19
April 24
April 26
April 27
May 2 / 16
May 5
May 9 / 23
May 11
May 15
May 18
May 29
May 31

10:30 a.m. (9:30 beginning May 7th)
9:00 a.m.
Angel Chapel
5:30 p.m.
off-site
9:00 a.m.
Angel Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Church / Parish Hall
6:00 p.m.
Angel Chapel
11:00 a.m.
Library
10:00 a.m.
Library
1:30 p.m.
Music Room

1:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Library
Library
Music Room
Parish Hall
Library
Library
Church / Parish Hall
Church

12:30 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.
7:30, 9:30, 11:30
All day
1:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
All day
6:00 p.m.

Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Church
Church
Church
Church
Church
Church
Library
Angel Chapel
The Cottage
Library
Library
Parish Hall / Church
Parish Hall
Vestry Room
Angel Chapel
Library
The Sloans‟ Home
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Worship & Fellowship


Saturday at 5:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Reception



Sunday at 8:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite I, followed by Coffee Hour



Sunday at 10:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Coffee Hour*
(*With Sunday Shuttle pickup at Woodlands and then at Shell Point Island)

May 7th – Change to 9:30 service on Sundays
Tuesday
9 a.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday 9 a.m. Eucharist with Healing Prayer
“First Wednesday at 6:00” Prayer and Potluck – April 5th and May 3rd
Taizé Service at 6:00 p.m. – April 19th and May 17th

Holy Week/Easter Schedule – see inside page 10
------------------------ Noah’s Ark Thrift Shop -----------------------Monday-Friday and first Saturday • 9:30-12:30
Closed: April 13-14 (Thurs.-Fri.) in observance of Holy Week
Questions? Call the Ark at 239-472-3356
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