The Red Door
MAY 2018
MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR
Dear Sisters and Brothers Christ,

As we transition into the month of May, I find many people wondering where April
went. It seems that we just celebrated Christ’s resurrection on April 1, have been trying
to see Christ’s presence in our daily interactions these past few weeks, and now we’re
soon approaching the Feast of Pentecost on May 20 - with yet another spiritual infusion
of Christ’s presence through the power of the Holy Spirit! How blessed we remain with
all of these strength-filled reminders of God’s grace in our lives - that healing grace that
enables us to walk through/see beyond the struggles in the world - and get to a place
where Christ’s spirit empowers us to continue to live resurrected lives.
In last week’s sermon I referenced a quotation from the foreword of Richard Rohr’s
book Divine Dance, and it read, “Relationships are entwined, entrenched, elusive, messy,
enabling, maddening, frustrating, and too beautiful for words.” I thought of this quotation
again and again this past week as I tried to balance the daily onslaught of maddening and
messy news stories with the hidden stories on the back pages of people doing things “too
beautiful for words.” I tried to balance the conversations at our recent Bible Discussion that
tended to focus on how to understand “evil” in the world and the messy things we still do
to one another as human beings with the conversation of the power of HOPE. And I tried
to balance the realities of living on this planet and our free wills with the fact that the section
on “Causes” in the local paper last week was replete with people’s actions that are “too
beautiful for words” - helping others to resurrect their lives.

60th Anniversary
1958-2018
Vision
Transforming lives through Christ
Mission
Our Mission is to demonstrate the
love of Jesus Christ so that all may
come to know God.
Guiding Principles
Faith: We value our Christian faith; therefore,
we will endeavor to conduct ourselves
according to Christ’s teachings.
Compassion: We value compassion;
therefore, we will care for others in the name
of Christ.
Service: We value service; therefore, we will
share the gifts God has given us.
Inclusivity: We value inclusivity; therefore,
we will strive to include everyone.
Integrity: We value integrity; therefore, we
will treat each other with respect and honesty.

I guess it’s an eternal balancing act to see the good in the world amidst the things we
need to change, to see the hope in the world where there seems to be too much
suffering, and to keep that spirit of Easter and potential of new life in Christ foremost in
our hearts and minds. Because if we get dragged down by the dark times or get mired
in the struggles, we might just be tempted to minimize the power of the resurrection minimize it to the limits of our own frail understandings. And that would be such a sad
mistake, for Christ’s presence is so vitally at work in the world - closer and more intimate
than we often realize.
Norman MacLeod (1812-1872), one of the most famous contributors to Scottish
spirituality, expresses the presence of Christ in our lives in a powerful manner. He wrote
a prayer during the rebuilding of the Abbey on Iona. “It is not just the interior of these
walls, it is our own inner beings you have renewed. We are your temple not made
with hands. We are your body. If every wall should crumble, and every church
decay, we are your habitation. Nearer are you than breathing, closer than hands
and feet. Ours are the eyes with which you, in the mystery, look out in compassion
on the world. So we bless you for this place, for your directing of us, your
redeeming of us, and your indwelling.”
Our homes, communities, and the world are indeed all about relationships - they make
the world go ‘round; and yes they can get messy and frustrating. However, as we try to
see Christ “nearer than breathing” to us - deeply indwelling - we will experience his
compassion through our hands and feet and create scenarios that are “too beautiful for
words.” With that precious and powerful indwelling of Christ, there IS enough grace to
heal all wounds, to break down walls, and to resurrect others from deadened lives.

With love and blessings, Ellen+

Change of Service Time
Beginning Weekend of
May 5th/6th
Saturdays at 5 – Holy Eucharist Rite II,
followed by fellowship hour.
Sundays at 9:30 – Holy Eucharist Rite II,
followed by fellowship hour.
Sunday School at 9:30 – Pre-K to 5 gr.
(until May 20 ~ will then resume in Sept.)
th

Morning Prayer on Tuesdays
Why not try this simple and beautiful way to begin
your day – in prayer circled around a single candle.
We hope you can join us on Tuesdays in the Angel
Chapel for these 20 minutes of peace and prayer with
the Lord. (9:00 a.m.)

June 11th-15th (9:00 – Noon)
Free of charge and open to ALL children,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends
Ages: Kindergarten through 5th grade
(Includes those who have completed 5th gr.)
Once again we are blessed that our Vacation
Bible School will be coordinated by our
Parish Nurse, Wendy Warner, and our
Youth Leader Meghan Warner.
 -----------------------------------------------------------

VBS Registration Form

Men’s Fellowship

Child’s Name ______________________________
Child’s Age (as of Sept. 2018) __________________

Join together in fellowship, discussion
and prayer at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesdays,
May 8th and 22nd in the Parish Hall.
Light breakfast provided (7:15).

Child’s Grade _____________________________
Registering Adult __________________________
Adult Contact # ____________________________
Contact Address ___________________________

NOAH’S ARK THRIFT SHOP
Noah’s Ark summer hours begin May 1st
- Tuesdays & Fridays only –
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Thank you all for supporting Noah’s Ark
and our many charities. For questions
regarding donations and furniture pick-up
please call the Ark at (239) 472-3356.
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__________________________________________

Alleluia!

60 Years and Flourishing
Receptions were held at two of the three services on
the weekend of April 14/15 to honor and celebrate
St. Michael and All Angels’ 60 years on the island!
Our Senior Warden Bruce Pattison offered a toast
and comments, our Junior Warden Lee Almas
made the first cut in the cake, former Senior
Warden Anne Stewart added some humorous
stories of our first Vicar Thomas Madden, and the
Rector read from part of the early history of the
parish.

After a busy and exciting season, the Parish Choir
will end its ministry of singing on Mother's Day,
May 13th. Phill Urion will also play his French Horn
on that Sunday. The next Sunday, May 20th, will
feature John Stey and Pam Boynton. This husband
and wife team will sing some old Gospel hymns with
guitar and mandolin accompaniment. Cameron
Peach and her father Stephen will sing for
the Sunday service on Memorial Day weekend. This
guitar and voice duo will spotlight some of their
favorite songs.
The Southwest Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists will hold its annual banquet on Friday,
May 11th, at St. Michael’s. The featured speaker will
be Dr. Don E. Saliers, the National Chaplain of our
Guild. He is a musician, theologian and scholar of
Liturgics. Now retired, Dr. Saliers served as the
William R. Cannon Distinguished Professor of
Theology and Worship at Emory University. His
talk will begin at 7:30 p.m., and members of the
Parish are certainly invited to attend.
~ Hank Glass, Minister of Music

Alleluia is an unusual word that is not native
to the English or even the Latin liturgical
vocabulary. As a matter of fact, it sounds less
like a meaningful word and more like the
babbling of a child, and when it is sung with
many notes for the final vowel, this
impression becomes even stronger. “Alleluia”
does, of course, have a meaning. It is a
Hebrew word, and down through the
centuries the church has brought it with her,
untranslated (like “Amen”), as a product of
the Jewish soil from which she herself spring
and as a reminder of her earliest days. The
word is a cry of jubilation meaning “Praise the
Lord,” and occurs frequently in the psalms.

But the translation does not explain why the
church chose and retained this word from the
Hebrew language of prayer in order to express
her Easter jubilation, even though in later
centuries her own children did not
understand the meaning. I think the church
meant to say: “In the presence of the mystery
that we celebrate on Easter, the mystery of
our redemption, our usual intelligible
vocabulary is inadequate! When faced with
the superabundance mercy of God we can only
stammer in amazement like children.” That is
how it is with us Christians. As we gaze at the
Sun that has risen high over the darkness and
cold of our Good Friday, all well-chosen words
are useless. We can only stammer out our
Alleluia of wonder and jubilation!
~ by Balthasar Fischer
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From Your Parish Nurse,
Wendy

Prayer List

As our season ends and summer begins, many of us
will hop into our cars and hit the road home or head
on to our vacation destination. Nationwide Insurance
says “Before You Start Up Your Car”: Secure loose
objects. Turn off cell phones. Allow enough travel
time. Read and check your fuel and fluid levels. Take
time to check your tire pressure. Use seat belts for
every person, every time. Lastly, Properly adjust
your mirrors.

If you would like your family member(s), friend(s)
or yourself to be on the list, please send or call names
to Susan in the Church Office at 239-472-2173 or
parishsecretary@saintmichaels-sanibel.org

It is important to follow these few short and simple
rules. Giving yourself time on the road to travel to
your destination, should include frequent stops and
taking time to eat meals during those stops. Traveling
during the day is best since many of us as we age,
loose some of the clarity of our vision at night. If you
are tired, STOP. Nothing is more important than you
and possibly someone you love to arrive safely to
your destination. We want to see you back next
season or after your fun vacations!

Sanibel Fire Department has classes routinely on the
2nd Saturday of every month from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Next Class is May 12th and there are still some
openings. The cost of the class is $20 per person.
You must call the Fire Station to reserve a slot: 239472-5525. Please call the Parish Office and let them
know as well. Classes will be at the Fire Station
located at 2351 Pine Ridge Road. I encourage
anyone able to attend.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers

Parishioners:
James Hunter
John Pryor
Bettie Modys
Dale McGinley
Carol Chaveas
Alex Flesh
Paula Traxler
Paul Goddard
Phil Pilibosian
Don Van Alstyne
George Craig
Margi Shilay
Jean Chapman-Castle
Bob & June Ingraham

Sally Lund
Merrell Rushworth
Roz Burroughs
Jerry Hubbard
Sally Hanser
Claudia Upper
Jack Rushworth
Dianne Leonardi
Dick Kimball
Brenda Demaree
Joe Huff
Carole Opel
Wendy Harris

Family of Parishioners:
Helen Van Buskirk
Walter
Chris
Emma
Amy Sue Lund
Sherrie
Nickie

Rob Modys
Andrew
Therese Stripling
Susan
Kim
Michael Wood
Marilyn

Friends of Parishioners:
Angie Barouse
Jackie Rogers
Tatum Allen

Doug Boyce
Joe Skeabala
Diane

Vestry Members’ Reminder
of future meeting dates:
May 17th and June 21st
at 1:00 p.m.
Join us for lunch at 12:15 to allow for a little
catch-up time.

May They Rest in Peace

May
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Wesley Fay
April 11, 2018


Patricia Rohde
April 11, 2018



New Blessings
Among Us

Birthdays
1st
4th

5th
6th
7th

8th
9th
10th
12th
13th
14th

Maxwell Alexander Mattern,
new grandson of Adele and Rich Mattern,
(pictured with big brother Charlie)

Julie Boyd
Mia Kjoller
Mary Jane Proctor
Val Sadd
Joyce Ross
Jack Rushworth
Rich Green
Hank Glass
Cherise Rowan
Ralph Sloan
Jim Fay
Chris Salerno
Tom Williams
Liz Farrow
Bob Syversen
Judy Pryor
Bill Boswell
Sean O’Brien
Carolyn Graham
Sylvia Heider
Gary Kreml

15th Shirley Shreiner
Benjamin Talmage
th
16 Laney Fay
17th Brigitta Clumsky
Donnalee Washburn
th
20 Michael Billheimer
22nd Don Kopas
23rd Tom Addison
Joe Salatino
th
24 Nancy Beecher
Mary Beth Gonzalez
Judy Kirkpatrick
th
25 Don Rolley
26th Charles Simms
27th Ken Chambers
Geo Lowden
Stephanie Rahe
th
28 Olivia Talmage
31st John Pryor

Anniversaries
1st
10th
14th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
25th
28th
30th

Emily and Chris Kirchner
Joan and Bruce Sprinkle
Judy and Earl Moorhouse
Beryl and Alex Flesh
Nancy and Don Rolley
Dyan and Anthony Thompson
Adele and Richard Mattern
Jenny and Bob Rando
Susie and Demo Scutakes
Patty and Attila Molnar
Suzanne and Don Kopas
Cantor and Bill Eagleson
Ellie and John Harries

Grace Claire Heider,
new granddaughter of Sylvia and Roger Heider
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A Sacramental Weekend
The whole cycle of our sacramental life
came together on April 14/15 as we
celebrated the Blessing of the Lifelong
Commitment of Roberta Heller and
Bob Adams, the funeral service of our
dear Wesley Fay, and the Baptisms of
Walker, Hazel and Clayton Lawson.
How blessed we remain as we walk
together in the Spirit.

High School Graduations
Coming Up
Three of our youth: Hannah Fay, Emma Neill, and
Michael O’Brien will be graduating from high
school this spring. Seems impossible that these three
teens will not be with us on the altar next Fall after
so many years as acolytes, crucifers, and Eucharistic
Ministers. We’ll let you know the date when we’ll
celebrate them at a Sunday coffee hour reception as
soon as it’s planned. And as we look toward the
future and not having them around as much, we also
need to be purposefully thinking about HOW we will
stay in touch with them as they start their new
journeys. They are a vital part of St. Michael’s parish
and we need to keep our spiritual lifelines strong
between them and us.

Did you know?

Rogation Days

Sadie (Judy Workman’s granddaughter) was
helping the Rector.
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Traditionally, Rogation Days are the three days
before the Feast of the Ascension - May 7, 8 & 9; and
the word "rogatio" comes from the Latin
"asking." These days originated in a small town in
France in the 5th century when a bishop decided to
ask the townspeople to begin three days of prayer and
fasting to ward off a natural disaster. Later, in
England, rogation days were associated with the
blessing of the farmers' fields during the planting
season. The vicar actually processed around each of
the fields in the parish reciting psalms and the litany.
This was referred to as "beating the bounds" of the
parish. (The 1979 version of this litany - The Great
Litany - can be found on page 148 in your Prayer
Books). In this litany you'll still see the ancient
response of "Good Lord, deliver us." In the United
States these three days are associated with rural life,
agriculture and fishing; and more recently, the
propers for Rogation Days include the stewardship
of all creation.

Dates to Remember
May 2018
Sunday School
Morning Prayer
Prayer Shawl / Quilt Ministry
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
Prayer and Potluck – “1st Wed. at 6”
Bible Study with the Rector
Women at the Well (last meeting this season)
Property Committee Meeting
Bible Study with the Rector
Funeral Service for Tim Vollmer
Sunday services change to 9:30 a.m.
Men’s Fellowship
Pastoral Care Ministry
Christian Education Ministry
Ascension Day Service
American Guild of Organists Dinner
Vestry Meeting
Healing Ministry
Church Office Closed – Memorial Day

Every Sunday
Every Tuesday
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
May 2nd
Every Thursday
Tues.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Sun.
Tues.
Wed.
Wed.
Thurs
Fri.
Thurs.
Mon.
Mon.

Leaving the
Sanibel/Fort Myers
area for the summer?
As you start planning your
departures north, south, east or west, please
be sure to inform Susan in the Church Office
of the date you leave. It is important that
addresses be changed as you change locations.
~ Thank you & safe travels!

May 1
May 1
May 3 / 10
May 5
May 6
May 8 / 22
May 9
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 17
May 21
May 28

9:30 a.m. (until May 20)
9:30 a.m. Angel Chapel
12:30 p.m. Library
9:00 a.m. Angel Chapel
6:00 p.m. Church / Parish Hall
11:00 a.m. Library
11:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Library
Thomas Madden Room
Library
Church

7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Parish Hall
Vestry Room
Library
Angel Chapel
Parish Hall / Church
Thomas Madden Room
Angel Chapel

Noah’s Ark Annual
Bag Day
Friday
August 10, 2018

Christian Yoga
No classes May-September
Will resume in the Fall
If you have any questions; call Gari Lewis Certified
Yoga instructor: (239) 395-2403.
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SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2304 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel, Florida 33957
[239] 472-2173 or [239] 472-9289
Fax: [239] 395-1670
www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org
The Rev. Dr. Ellen M. Sloan, Rector
rector@saintmichaels-sanibel.org
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«LABEL»

Worship & Fellowship


Saturday at 5:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Reception



Sunday at 9:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Coffee Hour*
(*With Sunday Shuttle pickup at Woodlands and then at Shell Point Island)

Tuesday
9 a.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday 9 a.m. Eucharist with Healing Prayer
“First Wednesday at 6:00” Prayer and Potluck – May 2nd
Taizé Service at 6:00 p.m. – Will resume in the Fall

------------------------ Noah’s Ark Thrift Shop -----------------------Beginning MAY 1st: Tuesday and Friday • 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Questions? Call the Ark at 239-472-3356
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