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MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends in Christ,
The great Prophet Elijah, who lived and preached during the first half of
the 9th century BC, possessed a deep and passionate hunger for God, and
in response to the direction of an angel, he climbed to the top of Mount
Horeb, sat in a cave, and waited to hear from his Maker. We know the
stories of how Elijah tried to listen for God in “the great wind that broke
rocks into pieces,” then again during the earthquake, and after the
earthquake a great fire. Scripture tells us that, “After the fire came a sound
of sheer silence.” And as he sat in the cave on the mountainside in
complete silence Elijah heard God speak to him, and he walked to the
entrance of the cave to listen.
What a beautiful oxymoron - “the sound of sheer silence!” Silence to the
physical ear because the profound and powerful voice of God spoke
instead to Elijah’s heart and soul – and could only do so when the noise of
the world was put on hold – for even such a brief time. And in that silence
and solitude Elijah came to understand just what he needed to do for his
people.

Vision
Transforming lives through Christ
Mission
Our Mission is to demonstrate the
love of Jesus Christ so that all may
come to know God.

Guiding Principles
Faith: We value our Christian faith; therefore,
we will endeavor to conduct ourselves
according to Christ’s teachings.
Compassion: We value compassion;
therefore, we will care for others in the name
of Christ.
Service: We value service; therefore, we will
share the gifts God has given us.
Inclusivity: We value inclusivity; therefore,
we will strive to include everyone.
Integrity: We value integrity; therefore, we
will treat each other with respect and honesty.

During one of my long walks in Maine this past summer, there was a day
I encountered many people in silence and solitude, and I remembered the
power of the Elijah story. I passed a woman sitting in a wicker chair on the
porch of her fishing shack, sketching the landscape at dead-low tide. I
passed a man with his head in his hands and elbows on the railing – just
staring out to sea. I passed a woman lying in the sand on this foggy day –
obviously not a sun worshipper but instead deep in thought. And I passed
another young girl all alone swinging slowly back and forth in a large
hammock. It was one of those days where there weren’t groups of people
walking here and there, chattering and laughing. Perhaps it was because of
the fog. Who knows what prompted this different sort of day for these
particular human beings. But what it did for me was to remind me of the
importance of silence and solitude, and how we all just don’t get enough
of that. Even when we’re alone, how often are we texting or checking some
information on google or email – or actually talking on the cell?
I was blessed as well to rediscover silence and solitude in Maine – sitting
on the porch of our log cabin overlooking the rocks and sea. Far out on a
dirt road, far from traffic, and with very sketchy wifi and cell service, I
was at first annoyed that I couldn’t be “in touch” with people when I
wanted to be, and called the rental agency to complain about the wifi. But
then on day four or five, I realized the blessing I’d been given to discover
days where my heart and soul were turned on and my brain and ears were
gifted with silence. Time for the heart and soul to be opened and to be
heard. Of course, I realize that God is always working in us and with us in
the hectic pace of our busy lives. Karl Rahner would say, “The Divine does
lead us right through the very middle of our ordinary lives.”
(Rector’s Message continues on page 2)

But oftentimes our very active ministry in the parish
and our family responsibilities supersede the
necessity of silence and stillness and where the
Divine is leading us – perhaps in different directions
than we think or plan on. Just like Elijah who thought
for sure he’d hear God in the wind and the
earthquakes and the fires of his life – how he planned
on listening to God.
My dear friends, even Jesus sought silence and
solitude. How many times do we see in scripture that
after hours of talking and healing and dining with
people, Jesus goes off by himself – whether in a boat,
or a walk in the desert, or simply alone in a garden –
for prayer and silence and stillness. And only there
did he hear what God was guiding him to do.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 16th
We’re delighted to announce that Sunday School will
begin again on September 16th at 9:30 and we thank
in advance our Co-Coordinators and Teachers:
Donnalee Washburn, Wendy Warner, and Laurie
Kjoller. Gathering in the beautiful new Sunday
School room – complete with colorful cubbies,
intriguing books and Bibles, and a comfortable
rocking chair, our teachers will continue to guide
children in the loving and caring ways of Jesus
Christ. We had eleven children attending last year

So, whatever you’re busy about in your cave this
Fall, take five minutes to stop, sit, put down the cell
phone, and breathe deeply. God’s Spirit is waiting for
us to listen.

Blessings, Ellen+

Congratulations to
Our New Head Acolyte
Jenna Kjoller
Please keep Jenna in your
thoughts and prayers as she
assumes
her
new
responsibilities as Head
Acolyte! Jenna just began
her Senior Year at Fort
Myers High School in the
International Baccalaureate
Program and we continue
to be very proud of her and
blessed to have her among
us.

Wednesday Eucharist with
Healing Prayer
After a brief respite this summer, we will begin
our Wednesday Eucharist again on September
5th at 9:00 a.m. Please join us as we gather in a
large circle in the Angel Chapel.
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and we hope to increase that number even more this
season. To help that happen is ALL of our
responsibility and we ask that you spread the word
about Sunday School to your families, neighbors,
and any grandchildren who will be visiting. It is
crucial that we reach out, especially in this culture
where many children and teens are not being exposed
to church. YOU could make a huge difference in
their faith lives and create the foundation they
need in this young years.


---------------------------------Register for Sunday School

Name: ____________________________
Birthday: __ /__ /__ Age: ___ Grade: ___
Parent or Caregiver’s Name: ____________
_________________________________
Address: __________________________
Emergency Phone # __________________
Email: ____________________________

A Prayer
Bless our beautiful land, O Lord,
with its wonderful variety of people,
of races, cultures and languages.
May we be a nation of laughter and joy,
of justice and reconciliation,
of peace and unity,
of compassion, caring, and sharing.
We pray this prayer for a true
patriotism,
in the powerful name of Jesus our Lord.
~ Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Blessing of the
Animals
Saturday, October 6
This ancient tradition in honor
of St. Francis is one we hold
close to our hearts. Whether
you are caring for a dog, a cat,
or a tortoise, we invite you and
your beloved pet to join us on
St. Michael’s front porch on
Saturday morning at 10:00 for
our Annual Blessing of the
Animals. We’ll have treats for
humans and other creatures as
well.

Diocesan Convention
You are all welcome to
attend
our
Diocesan
Convention on October 1213. To celebrate its 50th
Anniversary, Our Bishop
has invited the Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry to
preach at the Friday (October 12) worship service at
5:00 p.m. so this will be an amazing and exciting
event. As you know, the Charlotte Harbor
Convention Center in Punta Gorda is less than an
hour away so you don’t need
to book hotels. If you
weren’t invited to the royal
wedding of Henry and
Meghan this summer where
Michael Curry preached,
here’s your opportunity to
hear him on October 12!

Morning Prayer on Tuesday
We realize that our Christian identity is renewed each
week in the celebration of Holy Eucharist and
Baptism; however, we also live out our faith in the
monastic tradition of daily prayer - whether alone in
our homes or in the gathering together at
Morning Prayer every Tuesday at 9:00. I’m
hoping that more people this year will meet
in the Angel Chapel for this twenty-minute
time of prayer and scripture. We’ll begin
gathering again around that single candle on
Tuesday, September 4th. I encourage you to
prayerfully consider this important time as we
assemble in Christ’s name.

Fall Clergy Retreat with
Bishop Smith

Vestry Members’ Reminder
Vestry Retreat – October 23-24
Tween Waters, Captiva

Ellen will be joining all the priests and
deacons of the Diocese on Sept. 24-26 for
the Bishop's Fall Retreat at DaySpring
Episcopal Center in Parrish. The retreat
will be led by the Rev. Benjamin J.
Anthony of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Indianapolis.
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Fort Myers Food Pantry
St. Michael’s “day” to work at
the food pantry used to be the
third Monday of the month but
that changed last spring and
we’re encouraged to help there
on ANY Monday that works for
us. If you are available in the
morning, the times are 9:30-1:00;
and the evening shift is 4:308:00. (If you are only able to
work an hour or so, that’s OK
too.) Parishioner Cindy Brown
continues to be our liaison to the Food
Pantry from the Outreach Ministry
Team and you can contact her or the
Rector with any questions. (Cindy:
cshartle@aol.com). The address for
the food pantry is Cypress Lake Presbyterian
Church, 8260 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers. Please
consider getting involved in this important ministry –
even just once a month will help!

Thank Yous
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
I am overwhelmed and grateful for the prayer
quilt and your loving attention during my
recent knee replacement. I felt very blessed.
~ Don Adams

To the Community of St. Michael’s,
Thank you all for your cards and notes.
Losing a sister is a horrible experience, and
your thoughts feel like hugs around me.
More and more I appreciate the warm,
caring community that is St. Michael’s. I am
so grateful to be a part of it.
~ Helen & Chuck Ketteman

Red Tide/Green Algae and
Helping Our Neighbors!
Due to restaurants, hotels, and other businesses
having to cut hours for employees – or lay them off
completely due to the environmental disaster –
F.I.S.H. has seen an influx of individuals into its
office and pantry seeking emergency financial
assistance and/or supplemental groceries. I’m
asking you all to consider dropping off food at one
of these locations: F.I.S.H, Bailey’s, Bank of the
Islands, or the Fire Department. Your Rector
thanks you and so do many of our neighbors!

Convocation at St. Mary’s,
Bonita Springs
Just an FYI for our Vestry Delegates (Lee Almas,
Ellie Harries, Jerry McCullough and Bruce
Pattison, Alternate) that Convocation with Bishop
Smith will be at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church on
Tuesday, September 4th at 7:00 p.m. This is the time
every year prior to the Convention where the Bishop
and his staff review the budget, the resolutions
coming up, and any other business necessary to
prepare for Convention.
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Reflection by Michael Forster
‘My time,’ we say?
How presumptuous!
It’s not ours:
We didn’t make it,
We can’t stop it,
No one can preserve it.
We can’t hold the present moment,
It slips through our fingers.
We can’t freeze it,
Or bottle it,
to await our pleasure.
We can’t even define it
animal, vegetable or mineral!
Does it exist?
If it does
Whose is it?
God, teach us to value it,
To love it,
To relax in its embrace,
And always to remember
That it’s not ours.
It’s yours.

Bibles
Everywhere
- Have You
Seen Them?
Just another reminder
that three years ago
someone gifted us with over 100 new Bibles
– with large print – and I encourage you to
pick one up as you wait for the worship
service to begin (or at any other time you
wander into church). People often find it
very helpful reading the verses that come
before and after the scripture we’re given
each weekend. It can illuminate the
readings and what Jesus is saying or doing,
where he is in his travels, and why he’s
healing or teaching as he does. If you don’t
have a Bible at home, please just take one
of our Bibles and use it. They are there for
you.

Painting of the Church
Deep gratitude to our Junior Warden, Lee Almas, for
his careful oversight of the painting of the exterior of
our church building. Coupled with the coordination
of light and dark green to match the office and Ark,
it is delightful to see the bright red colors of our bell
tower cross and scripture above the entrance door.
“O Ye Angels of the Lord Bless Ye the Lord”

Men’s Fellowship
Join together in fellowship, discussion
and prayer at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 11th & 25th in the Parish
Hall. Light breakfast provided (7:15).

Special thanks to Wendy and Meghan Warner for another successful
Vacation Bible School this past June!
A total of ten children attended this exciting and inspiring week as Wendy and Meghan
wove learning and fun into the deepening of knowledge about God in Christ.
Many thanks to you both for this important ministry at St. Michael’s.
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Walker Meets His New
Great-Grandmother

Prayer and Potluck
September 5th at 6 p.m.
The Lay Led Team that organizes our prayer services
for the First Wednesdays of the month, met on August
22 and discussed ideas, themes, and dates for the year
ahead. Due to people in the group who have moved
away to be with family, we are in need of more people
to volunteer to read scripture or a poem or a
meditation during one of the services, and we hope
you’ll consider helping us. For those of you new to St.
Michael’s the prayer service is from 6-6:30 - followed
by a potluck supper. It’s an important ministry in our
parish and a time when we gather to pray, share food,
and get to know the people around us.

Many blessings to Nancy Kennedy and her family
upon the birth of Walker Kennedy. Pictured above
at Camp Kieve with Nancy are Ben (grandson) and
Walker (great-grandson).

NOAH’S ARK THRIFT SHOP
(The Ark is closed in September)

Reopens October 2nd
Noah’s Ark is Thrift Shop is clean, new flooring
is down and ready for new merchandise. Items
can be dropped off beginning September 1st on
our dock anytime. Volunteers are beginning to
work on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30-12:30.
For the month of October the Ark will be open
Tuesdays & Fridays only, 9:30 – 12:30 p.m.
November 1st the Fall/Winter hours begin
Monday-Friday and 1st Saturday of the month,
9:30-12:30 p.m.
Thank you all for supporting Noah’s Ark and
our many charities. For questions regarding
furniture pick-up or if you’d like to volunteer
please call the Ark at (239) 472-3356.
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Prayer List
Please Remember in Your Prayers
Parishioners:
Jim Storer
Marguerite & Jim Jordan
Char & Lynn Mallory
Roz Burroughs
Harriet & Bruce Pattison
Sue Scheiwe
Alex Flesh
Cathy Suthard
Carol Chaveas
Paula Traxler
Val Sadd
Don Van Alstyne
George Craig
Margi Shilay
Dianne Leonardi
Jean Chapman-Castle
Family of Parishioners:
Helen Van Buskirk
Walter
Chris
Emma
Amy Sue Lund
Sherrie
Nickie
Friends of Parishioners:
Angie Barouse
Jackie Rogers
Tatum Allen

Hank Glass
Jan Holly
Persis Laverack
Wendy Warner
Peggy Hupfeldt
Chuck Sterrett
Sally Lund
Merrell Rushworth
Peg Jenson
Jack Rushworth
Dick Kimball
June Ingraham
Brenda Demaree
Carole Opel
Wendy Harris

Amelia
Andrew
Therese Stripling
Susan
Kim
Michael Wood
Marilyn
Doug Boyce
Diane

From Your Parish Nurse, Wendy

The Red Tide issues and the Blue-Green Algae, called by
many the “Green Slime” have presented some very real
concerns. Many beaches have posted warnings to avoid
the waters and even the beaches all together up and down
the gulf shores. Home owners living along the water in
Cape Coral, Ft Myers Beach and Sanibel….all complain
about the terrible smell. The “Toxins “can be ingested
through contaminated water, fish and blue-green algae
dietary supplements, according to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC). They can cause stomach pain, headaches,
rashes and even kidney and liver damage, although no one
is reported to have died from these toxins in the United
States, the agency said.” The red tide also causes
gastrointestinal illnesses as well as some severe
respiratory illnesses and even some severe eye irritations.
“In one study, hospital admissions for respiratory
diagnoses jumped 54% for coastal residents.” The
Governor has declared ecological disaster in seven
counties in Florida. “The most widespread toxins from the
algae, are "being produced right now by these blooms in
Lake Okeechobee." Hurricane Irma also is probably a
culprit in what is going on with the algae and red tide growth
due to the runoff of water carrying chemicals, human waste
and fertilizers from the inlands to the waterways and water
bodies. Some research according to the CDC, “indicates
a link between long-term inhalations of toxic algae fumes
and neurological disorders like Parkinson’s and Lou
Gehrig’s diseases.” Clean-up of beaches have been a
priority and huge amounts of fish and animals have been
removed along with algae toxins and red tide debris. The
financial impact has proven devastating as well due to the
cost of the clean-up and the impact of tourism. Many
thousands of dollars have been lost with cancellations.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
If you have not already done so, please consider
sharing your birthday and/or anniversary with us.

September Birthdays
1st
3rd
4th
5th

6th
7th
8th

9th
10th
12th
14th

15th

Jackie Coleman
Phil Pilibosian
Frances Kennedy
Wendy Warner
Susan Nichols
Marisa Salatino
Karen Searles
Dick Allen
Carol Kreml
Betty Cater
Jan Hammond
Ernie Hoen
Sadie Lessinger
Harriet Pattison
Gary Scheiwe
Sheila Hoen
Lil Waterhouse
Ralph Korn
Jackie Banker
Jim Jordan
Jack Upper
Emilie Burroughs

17th Gayle Summa
18th June Kirchner
20th Marvin Bradley Jr.
Dean Traxler
st
21 Penny Lind
22nd Kurt Harjung
23rd David Connor
Wes Dirks
Paul Goddard
Carmen James
th
24 Mary Vollmer
Deb Wilson
th
26 Nancy duPont
Dick Lewis
th
27 Dan Koerselman
Ted Tyson
th
29 Marjorie Smith
30th Beryl Flesh
Linda Sturtevant

Anniversaries

May They Rest in Peace
Buzz Osterbusch
June 17, 2018

Albert Zelko



(Jean Zelko’s brother-in-law)

Araxi “Roxie”
Bashian

August 13, 2018


July 23, 2018

August 26, 2018



Mary Ann Paschal
(Helen Ketteman’s sister)

July 29, 2018


Lawton Grant


Joe Huff

1st
6th
7th
8th
11th
14th
20th
21st
30th

Peggy and Ted Tyson
Susan and David Kienzle
Christine and John Jackson
Elise and Dick Allen
Tal and Alan Gast
Gail and Phil Pilibosian
Sheila and Ernie Hoen
Claudia and Jack Upper
Jeanne and Bob Fuchs
Ellen and Sandy Trevor
Sylvia and Roger Heider

August 26, 2018
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New Addresses
Dean Barry
2915 West Gulf Drive, #B-202 • Sanibel
Gillian & David Bath (as of Oct.1)
1014 Cellana Court • Fort Myers, 33908
Marvin Bradley Jr. & Bobbi Jo McCormic
11389 Summerwinds Court • Ft. Myers, 33908

Charlotte Schroder
548 Periwinkle Court • Ft. Myers, 33908
Liz Smith
8221 Arbor Court • Ft. Myers, 33908
Julie & Steve Stitt
7506 Cypress Walk Drive • Ft. Myers, 33966
Roberta & Bob Winters
11610 Cypress Villa Lane • Ft. Myers, 33908

Mary & Tim Chasseur
845 East Gulf Drive, #222 • Sanibel
Carolyn & Ralph Clark
14811 Caleb Drive • Ft. Myers, 33908
Jan & Kirk Gulledge
1703 Junonia Court • Ft. Myers, 33908
Sally Hanser (temporary)
c/o Laura Hanser
2903 Westwood Road • Wayzata, MN 55391
Marguerite & Jim Jordan
c/o Angel Jordan
2144 Earl Road • Ft. Myers, 33901
Anne & Dick Kimball
11150 Oakmont Court • Ft. Myers, 33908
Penny & Doug Lind
11602 Cypress Villa Lane • Ft. Myers, 33908
Paula & John MacIlwaine
19282 Winding Way • Ft. Myers, 33908
Sally & Andy McGowan
1595 Sand Castle Road • Sanibel
Kathleen & Edward Pereles
958 Sand Castle Road • Sanibel
Loraine & Bill Petruck
1166 Sand Castle Road • Sanibel
Judy & John Pryor
3500 Harbor Court • Ft. Myers, 33908
Jean & Gil Royal
1306 Par View Drive • Sanibel
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Another Successful Bag Day!!
The Vestry and Rector thank all the women and men
who not only worked so hard on Bag Day but also
spent hours preparing Noah’s Ark for the event,
AND even more hours emptying remaining items
that didn’t sell into the truck for the Family Thrift
Store. You’re an amazing group of people who give
so much of yourselves – knowing that the proceeds
of your sales go to help hundreds of charitable
organizations, locally and globally.
Deep appreciation for all your good energy with this
important ministry at St. Michael’s. The Ark is a
blessing but the real blessings are all of you who
make it work.

Watch weekend sermons or events on-line,
live or recorded. Visit our website at
www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org, scroll
down and click on the Livestream box in
the sidebar, select the service or event
you’d like to watch.

The first choir rehearsal will be on Friday,
October 5th, beginning at 1:30 p.m. All are
welcome to join the choir.

If you have any topic suggestions for
Parish Nurse Wendy Warner,
please email her at:
wendywarnerrn@gmail.com

Coming Up
September and October 2018
Sunday School – Resumes September 16
Fort Myers Food Pantry
Morning Prayer
Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayer
Prayer and Potluck
Choir Rehearsal – Resumes October 5
Church Office Closed – Labor Day
Fort Myers/Naples Deanery Convocation
Men’s ShellPoint Luncheon
Men’s Fellowship
Diocesan Clergy Conference
Blessing of the Animals
Church Office Closed – Columbus Day
Men’s Fellowship
Pastoral Care Ministry
Diocesan Convention
ECW Fort Myers Deanery Workshop
Taizé Service
Healing Ministry
Vestry Retreat
Funeral Service for Dick Jacker

Every Sunday
Every Monday
Every Tuesday
Every Wednesday
Sept 5th and Oct 3rd
Every Friday (Oct-May)
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Tues.
Mon-Wed
Sat.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Fri-Sat
Tues.
Wed.
Mon.
Tues-Wed
Sat.

September 3
September 4
September 5
September 11 / 25
September 24-26
October 6
October 8
October 9 / 23
October 10
October 12-13
October 16
October 17
October 22
October 23-24
October 27

9:30 a.m.
9:30a or 4:30p
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Cypress Lk Presby. Ch
Angel Chapel
Angel Chapel
Church / Parish Hall
Music Room

7:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s, Bonita
11:45 a.m.
Palm Grill
7:30 a.m.
Parish Hall
DaySpring Conference Center, Parrish
10:00 a.m.
Front porch
7:30 a.m.
Parish Hall
10:00 a.m.
Vestry Room
Char. Co. Convention Ctr., Punta Gorda
St. Anselm’s, Lehigh Acres
6:00 p.m.
Angel Chapel
12:30 p.m.
Angel Chapel
Tween Water’s Island Resort, Captiva
11:00 a.m.
Church/Parish Hall

9
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www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

«LABEL»

Worship & Fellowship


Saturday at 5:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Reception



Sunday at 9:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, followed by Coffee Hour*
(*With Sunday Shuttle pickup at Woodlands and then at SPV Island)

Tuesday
9 a.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday 9 a.m. Eucharist with Healing Prayer
Prayer and Potluck 6:00 p.m. – September 5th & October 3th
Taizé Service 6:00 p.m. – October 17th

------------------------ Noah’s Ark Thrift Shop -----------------------Closed in September
October: Tuesdays and Fridays • 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Questions? Call the Ark at 239-472-3356
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