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St. James Episcopal Church
New London, Connecticut
292nd Annual Parish Meeting
January 31, 2016
Agenda
Call to Order and Opening Prayer
 Invite Newcomers attending first annual meeting to introduce themselves
Senior Warden’s Welcome

Appoint Parliamentarian and Tellers
Adoption of Agenda
Approval of the Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting
Financial Reports:

Treasurer’s Report/2016 Budget
Annual Reports
Received by title as printed in the Annual Report
Nominating Committee Report/Elections:


Senior Warden



Junior Warden



Clerk



Treasurer



Assistant Treasurer



3 Vestry Members for Full Term, Class of 2019




ECCT (Diocesan) Annual Convention Delegates & Representatives to the S.E. Region
ECCT (Diocesan) Annual Convention Alternate Delegate & Representative to the S.E.
Region
Historian



Thanks
Other Business
Closing Prayer
Adjournment
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Officers and Staff
Officers for 2015
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Parish Clerk
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Pledge Secretary
Assistant Pledge Secretary
Parish Historian
Clerk of the Works

Dorothy Sieburg
Lori Sarkett
Jan Dargel
Gerald Miller
Garrett Brennan
Alma Peterson
Greg Rice
Dean Hantzopoulos
Walter Chojnacki
Parish Staff

Rector
Long-term Supply Priest
Administrative Assistant
Organist/Choirmaster
Associate Organist
Sexton

The Rev’d Canon Michel Belt
The Rev’d Joan Phelps
Ellen Merrill
Andrew Howell
Travis LaCombe
Gary Evans/
Dennis McCarthy
Vestry

Class of 2016 (Retiring)

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Deanna Bossdorf
Dan Ivey
Lori Sarkett

Eleanor Godfrey
Dean Hantzopoulos
Tracy Smith

Ann Burdick
David Higgins
Carole Shores

Delegates to Diocesan Convention
(All also serve as full members of the Seabury Deanery Council)

Grace Barnum (term expires 2016)
Ronald Steed (term expires 2017)
Sue Chojnacki (alternate delegate term expires 2016)
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2015 PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms:

2

Confirmations:

0

Receptions (confirmed members received from another congregation)

0

Celebrations of Marriage:

1

Burials:

11

Transfers In:

0

Transfers Out:

0
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(UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE 2015 ANNUAL MEETING)
Minutes of the 291stAnnual Meeting
JANUARY 25, 2015
Saint James Episcopal Church
New London, Connecticut
CALL TO ORDER/OPENING PRAYER
Fr. Michel Belt offered an opening prayer and called the Annual Meeting to order in the parish
hall at 10:30 a.m.
RECTOR’S WELCOME
Fr. Michel welcomed all parishioners, especially those attending for the first time, to the Annual
Meeting. He announced that after the meeting a buffet had been prepared by Dan Ivey for
fellowship and good food. The parish directory was available; if there are corrections, please
contact the parish office.
APPOINTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARIAN AND TELLERS
Awo Hurley was appointed parliamentarian. Alma Peterson and Gregory Rice were appointed
tellers for the meeting.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Deanna Bossdorf moved to adopt the meeting agenda with a second by Carol McCoy; motion
passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL MEETING
A motion to approve the minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting, as corrected, was made by Dan
Ivey; seconded by Jan Kepner. The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.
FINANCIAL REPORTS:
TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Jerry Miller reported on the finances of the Parish at the end of the calendar year
2014. See pages 43-44 of the Annual Report. Page 45 is a comparative budget of the years of
2012, 2013, and 2014 along with the budgets of 2014 and 2015.

Jerry reported that with the leaving of the Shelter, there was uncertainty regarding utilities; we
were $100 off the budgeted amount. The 2015 budget is similar to the 2014 budget and is a
little larger due to the increased amount available from the Endowment Fund under the “5%
Rule,” a 1.5% increase in clergy and staff salaries, restoration of Plant Maintenance and
Operations cut last year, increased health insurance cost reimbursement for the administrative
assistant (from 85% to 100%) per Diocesan policy, and reduced Property and Liability
Insurance cost. The endowment is valued at $3.1 million with a net increase in 2014 of
$325,000.
(Continued on page 9)
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STEWARDSHIP AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Ron Steed reported that estimated pledges for 2015 remain at the 2014 estimate of $215,000.
He explained that while we can draw at the rate of 5% from the endowment, the endowment is
to be used for capital expenditures whereas pledges are used for the normal operating expenses
of the parish.
Regarding the Capital Campaign (pages 23-24 of the Annual Report), Ron noted that 88% of
the pledges have been completed, with a total pledge amount of $708,000 from the parish.
Pledges from external sources totaled $47,781, and $103,738 came from grants and insurance.
We received $25,000 in 2013 and $50,000 in 2014 from the Palmer Fund as well as $15,000 in
2014 from the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation for maintenance and repairs.
CAPITAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
Bruce Skinner thanked the parishioners for their support. Per his report (pages 22 of the Annual
Report), the following projects are designated for 2015: (1) third and last stage of roof repair for
the south roof (under contract) (2) stained glass work of the Lyman Allyn window in the North
Transept (work with Serpentino) (3) plan for upcoming capital issues such as continued
maintenance and repair issues, lighting, handicapped access.
ANNUAL REPORTS
A motion to receive the Annual Reports was made by Joan Robinson and seconded by
Stephanie Brandon; motion passed unanimously.
SHELTER UPDATE
Ron Steed reported that the Homeless Hospitality Center (HHC) is doing well in its new
location. As of July, 2014, 550 individuals were serviced by HHC and since then another 550
have received services. HHC is becoming more progressive in its approach by moving people
into independent living as soon as possible. They have adopted a rapid rehousing program
whereby they try to get people into housing as soon as possible, with HHC paying the security
deposit and first month’s rent. This program has an 85% effective rate. HHC currently owns
four houses in New London with approximately 30 apartments. He said HHC always welcomes
volunteers willing to share their talents with the shelter program.
Fr. Michel reported that the greatest change has been in the 211 instate program. By using a
single phone number, the various shelters in New London and Norwich can make available the
spaces they have. Also, to help those who are normally not admitted to the shelters because of
various issues, there is a No Freeze program at HHC for men and one for women at the Blue
House of the Covenant Shelter. Fr. Michel noted that the relationship between Covenant
Shelter and HHC is effective.
(Continued on page 10)
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT/ELECTIONS
Ron Steed presented the following list of names presented by the Nominating Committee:
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Parish Clerk
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Historian
Vestry:
Class of 2017

Class of 2016

Dorothy Sieburg
Lori Sarkett
Jan Dargel
Gerald Miller
Garrett Brennan
Dean Hantzopoulos

Ann Burdick
David Higgins
Carole Shores
Fred Driscoll

Delegate to Diocesan Convention/Deanery Council:
Class of 2017
Ronald Steed
Fr. Michel asked for nominations from the floor for each position. None were forthcoming and
nominations were closed.
A motion was made by Joan Robinson and seconded by Jan Kepner to direct the Parish Clerk to
file a single ballot; motion passed unanimously.
THANKS
Fr. Michel thanked outgoing wardens, Ron Steed and Peter Stanley, for all their time and hard
work. Peter’s wife, Mary-Jane, has health issues, and parishioners are asked to remember them
in their prayers. He also recognized the work and dedication of the outgoing Vestry members,
Fred Driscoll (who is serving another year), Awo Hurley, and Grace Jones.
OTHER BUSINESS
MUSIC ON WHALE OIL ROW
Andrew Howell reported on the success of the Music on W hale Oil Row program in 2014
and plans to continue in 2015. Plans are to bring in performers locally and nationally
known in their fields. Parishioners also suggested that various types of music be presented
(jazz, classical, etc.) and that various student bands at local colleges and the Coast Guard
Academy be contacted for possible program offerings. It costs about $10,000 to run this
program. About half comes from the parish and a Palmer Grant is being sought for the
remaining $5,000.
(Continued on page 11)
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Ron Steed announced that the cake is in honor of Fr. Michel’s role as Honorary Canon of
the Cathedral in the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney.
Tom Clark thanked St. James for allowing the New London Community Orchestra to
rehearse at the church.
CLOSING PRAYER
A closing prayer was offered by Fr. Michel.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the 2015 Annual Meeting was made by Stephanie Brandon and
seconded by Dan Ivey. The motion passed, and Fr. Michel closed the Annual Meeting at
11:40 a.m. with a prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Jan Dargel,
Parish Clerk
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
NOMINATIONS FOR 2016 ARE:
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Parish Clerk
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Parish Historian

Dorothy Sieburg
Lori Sarkett
Jan Dargel
Gerald Miller
Garrett Brennan
Dean Hantzopoulos

Vestry:
Class of 2019

David Downes
Barbara Sherman
Bruce Skinner

Delegate to Diocesan Convention/Deanery
Council Class of 2018

Grace Barnum

Alternate Delegate to Diocesan
Convention/Deanery
Council Class of 2018

Sue Chojnacki

Respectfully submitted,
Lori Sarkett,
for the Nominating Committee
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WARDENS’ REPORT
The theme of this past year at St. James would seem to be change and loss. Gary Evans, our
faithful sexton of over three decades, experienced debilitating health problems which prevented
him from working. We hoped that he might return to full health and be able to resume his
duties. Although Mr. Evans has regained some strength, he was not able to return to us. For
many months we keenly felt his absence and struggled to maintain some semblance of order.
Ellen Merrill and Fr. Michel, without complaint, picked up many of the daily routines, while
others, most notably Dan Ivey, stepped in to fill the gaps. Thankfully, we now have a new
sexton, Dennis McCarthy, who comes to us with years of experience as a church custodian and
is doing a fine job as our sexton.
In the spring, Fr. Michel, our beloved rector of thirteen years, announced his impending
retirement. While rationally we all acknowledged that faithful servants do deserve to retire, a
sense of loss and anxiety began to set in. Fr. Michel continued to faithfully minister to us
through the spring and summer, while we began, with help from The Rev’d Canon Tim
Hodapp, to plan for Fr. Michel’s departure. With help from Amy Bentley, Ellen Merrill, and
many parishioners, we held two joyful/tearful farewell events: a dinner attended by many
parishioners as well as friends and admirers in the New London community, and a parish
brunch after his final service on August 30. The church and parish hall were filled with over
200 people bidding farewell to a faithful pastor.
As the fall program year kicked in, we began truly to mourn the loss of our shepherd. Our dear
friend, the Rev’d Dr. Douglass Lind, was able to led us in worship and tend to pastoral care
through the first weeks of the vacancy. We thank him with grateful hearts. We are thankful
also for the clergy who led our worship in late September and October: The Rev’d Bruce
Shipman and The Rev’d William Sieburg. We then secured the service of our long-term supply
priest, The Rev’d Joan Phelps. She has, through these past three months, nourished us with her
sermons, tended to our pastoral needs, and buoyed us up with her sense of humor. Words are
inadequate to express our gratitude to you, Mother Joan.
Yet another loss hit us when Andrew Howell, our organist/choirmaster of eight years,
announced that he was moving on to a new position. We said a collective goodbye at yet
another farewell brunch on December 13 and tried to hold back our tears at his final service on
Christmas Eve. We have been blessed, however, in the return of former organist/choirmaster,
Violeta Chan-Scott, who will be with us through the coming months as we search for a new
music director.
Even with some confusing times and many feelings of bewilderment and sorrow, the family of
God at St. James has been about the work of his kingdom. We have gathered in worship at
three services every Sunday. We have sung hymns and made “a joyful noise” under the
leadership of our church musicians and the choir. We have nurtured our young at Sunday
Church School, thanks to the hard work of our head teacher Jan Dargel and her assistants. We
expanded our core of young acolytes through the recruitment and training efforts of our verger,
Carol McCoy. We have supported our mission team in their work in Ecuador. We have
(Continued on page 14)
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continued to support the two shelters in New London with volunteers, Board members, and
various gifts. We have fed the hungry through our monthly community meal and our Lord’s
Pantry. We have provided clothing and household goods to our neighbors while supporting a
wide range of missions and charities through our Jumble Shoppe. We provided fine music to
the community with Music on W hale Oil Row concerts and Evensong services offered by our
artists-in-residence, The Anglican Singers. We launched what appears to be a successful
stewardship campaign and are heading into a new year with financial stability. We celebrated
the success of our capital campaign with a potluck luncheon and have begun to raise funds to
do much needed landscaping around the church. We provided Thanksgiving dinners and
Christmas gifts to neighbors in need. Despite the difficulty in securing an interim rector, the
vestry has continued to conduct the affairs of the parish. Not too shabby a list to have
accomplished in a time of change and loss! Thank you, people of St. James, for all your hard
work and perseverance throughout this challenging time.
We will soon have the spiritual leadership of the Rev’d Canon Robert J. Miner, who is coming
in the first week of February to serve as Interim Rector. Thanks be to God. We have an
excellent group of twelve parishioners who’ve offered to lead us in discernment of mission and
the calling of a permanent rector. We can now move forward with joy and confidence, trusting
fully in the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Sieburg and Lori Sarkett
Wardens
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ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER
2015 was a year of transitions for the parish and for the music program. Besides the constant
quality music sung by the dedicated adult choir of St. James for Sunday morning services,
winter and spring brought concerts from our favorite Silent Movie accompanist Robert
Humphreville, who outdid himself as always. We also had the distinct pleasure of bringing one
of New York’s top early music ensembles, TENET to sing and play in our beautiful space. As
the summer ended, we said farewell to Fr. Michel and began a time of transition as we started
to look for a new rector. We began our second season of Music on W hale Oil Row with
another set of Fall Friday offerings during the month of October, including a hymn sing by
Andrew Howell, organ recital by Travis LaCombe, and two stunning voice recitals by Sarah
Yanovitch and Phred Mileski. These were followed by a recital by one of the country’s
leading organists, Stephen Hamilton, jointly sponsored by the New London County Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists. Christmas Eve was the last service of Organist/Choirmaster
Andrew Howell, as he also bid farewell to St. James, leaving Travis LaCombe in charge until
Violeta Chan-Scott takes over the reins in January of 2016.
On a personal note, I am and always will be so thankful for my time at St. James. For the
kindness that I was shown, for the friendship that I was given, and for the dedication, caring,
and good humor of all those who sang in the choir during my time with you, I am eternally
grateful. You have helped shape me into a better church musician, leader, and person. I will
miss you very much, but I hope that I will see you all again in the future. I wish you all the
best for the music ministry of St. James, the search for a new rector, and the overall health of
the parish.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrew Howell
Organist/Choirmaster
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THE ANGLICAN SINGERS: Artists-in-Residence
Report of Activities for 2015
The Anglican Singers are very appreciative of St. James for hosting us as Artists-in-Residence.
We are now entering our twentieth year of association with the church, and we enjoy our
continuing synergy with St. James: four choristers from the Anglican Singers are currently
members of the St. James choir. Former parishioner Dave Percival, despite having moved to
Florida with Darbee in 2014, continues to sing with us for at least one Evensong per year.
Simon Holt has recently (re)joined us as organist for the Singers. You may remember that
Simon played the organ for us when Marianna Wilcox, our founding director, conducted the
group; after Marianna’s retirement, Simon directed the Singers from 2007 through 2010, at
which time he and his wife Alison relocated to Maryland. Simon returned to Connecticut a few
years ago and is a powerhouse on the local music scene, continuing to lead the Salt Marsh
Opera as Artistic Director and serving as Director of Music at The First Congregational Church
of Old Lyme, among numerous other pursuits. We are delighted to have his prodigious musical
talents back at the E.M. Skinner organ in the sanctuary!
The Singers, under the direction of Simon Jacobs, presented Choral Evensong at St. James in
February, April, May, and October of 2015, as well as our traditional Service of Lessons and
Carols for Advent in December. Musical highlights this year included a service rich in the
delicious music of Herbert Sumsion, and our first presentation of the sublime Benedictus in F
by Edward Elgar. We are blessed to be able to sing this glorious music in the beautiful
environment of St. James.
In July of 2017, the Singers will travel to England to spend a week as choir-in-residence at
Exeter Cathedral, and then present several services at Truro Cathedral in Cornwall (where our
director Simon Jacobs was a boy chorister!). As part of our fund-raising efforts for this trip, we
will be hosting another Cabaret Evening at St. James during 2016— these have proved highly
popular in years past—and we hope you will join us for dinner and entertainment.
The audience for The Anglican Singers continues to expand, furthering our musical mission and
enhancing regional awareness of the worship and cultural opportunities at St. James. One-half
of the donations received at our services here are provided to St. James, to assist in the ongoing
operations of this wonderful church.

We were most appreciative of Fr. Michel’s consistent support, and we hope to remain in
association with St. James and its new rector for many years to come.
Respectfully submitted,
Katherine Brighty
Secretary
The Anglican Singers
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BUILDING PRESERVATION & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE
We began the year with our budget readjusted back to the budget of the 2013 levels, which was
more in line with current expenses. As always, we will strive to discipline ourselves to restrain
spending. This January we had the hot water heater burst, which was a substantial expense that
was not budgeted.
Our sexton was on sick leave for the first half of the year and Fr. Michel, Ellen and various
parishioners opened the church and performed the routine maintenance duties. Shortly after
that our cleaning service left. Fortunately, we were able to hire a competent person to clean the
facilities, and we were able to hire a well-experienced sexton.
Proceeds from the Lenten Fish Dinner were donated to purchase a snow blower for the church.
The parking lot was seal-coated and painted.
We appreciate the time and effort people provided during the clean-up periods and other
projects completed this year.
Respectively submitted,
Walter J Chojnacki
Chair

CAPITAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
In 2015 the Capital Oversight Committee oversaw the completion of roof renovations on the
south side of the church, repairs to the North Transept window and the Lyman Allyn Memorial
window, and installation of underground drainage to collect runoff from the south side church
roof.
The Capital Oversight Committee has disbanded, and has been replaced with a Buildings and
Grounds Committee which will manage all large and small repairs and renovations to the St.
James physical plant.
Respectfully submitted,
Gerald Miller
for the Capital Oversight Committee
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THE INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
The St. James Investment Committee is responsible for overseeing the St. James Endowment
Fund, which is used to partially fund the annual Operating Budget and to pay for other
expenditures as directed by the vestry. This committee has four members: Walter Chojnacki,
Peter Hewitt, Barbara Skinner, and Jerry Miller, who meet quarterly with the Portfolio Manager
from Citizens Bank to review the investments.
The St. James Endowment Fund began Calendar Year 2015 with a market value of $3,170,507
and ended the year with a market value of $3,039,201, for a net loss of $131,306, approximately
4.1 percent. This net loss reflects withdrawals made during the year: $109,000 was withdrawn
to pay for operating expenses per the approved 2015 parish budget, and $96,000 was withdrawn
to partially pay off the Line of Credit that provided cash flow for our capital projects work.
Excluding these withdrawals, our investments earned $104,071, about 3.3 percent, during 2015.
Respectfully submitted,
Jerry Miller
for the Investment Committee

COUNTERS
Counting committee members are: Alma Peterson, Walter Chojnacki, Deanna Bossdorf,
Barbara Skinner, Ann Burdick, Peter Hewitt, Carole Shores, Ed Janusz and Sue Chojnacki.

The counters meet in groups of two Sunday after the 10:00 a.m. service to prepare the weekly
deposit for the bank.
I would like to thank all members for their time and efforts with this valuable church service.
We are always in need of more counters. Anyone willing to help, please contact Garry Brennan
at 860.442.0787.
Respectfully submitted,
Garrett Brennan
Chair
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ST. JAMES USHERS
During church services the St. James ushers perform a variety of simple but important duties:
distributing Sunday bulletins, collecting and presenting the Sunday offering, coordinating the
flow of people to and from the altar rail at communion, and providing general assistance to
newcomers and regulars, as needed. After the service, the ushers return books and kneelers to
their proper positions and remove stray papers from the pews, to be ready for the next service.
The dedicated people serving as ushers in 2015 were: Deborah Carter, Keith Carter, JoJo
Carter, Ray Chartier, Alma Dunning, Grace Jones, Jean Rogers, Deanna Bossdorf, Gary Brennan, Mary Jane Connell, Bill Crawford, Fred Driscoll, Ines Granville, Joy Hewitt, Peter Hewitt,
John Macleod, Robin Olbrys, John Russell, Bruce Skinner, and Jerry Miller.
Additional ushers are urgently needed. Currently, each usher serves approximately once every
third week. Our goal is to increase the membership so that each usher serves once a month.
There are no duties beyond the regular Sunday services. If you can help, please contact the parish office or me at 860.447.1365.
Respectfully submitted,
Jerry Miller
Coordinator

GREETERS
Thanks to our faithful greeters, Ray Chartier, Arlene Hislop, Jan Dargel, John Russell, Bruce
Skinner, Robin Olbrys, Margaret Murallo, Renee Ysordia, Walt Chojnacki, Ann Burdick and
Jean Rogers, who welcome parishioners and visitors at the Sunday morning services. We miss
De Maiorana, one of faithful greeters, who died this past March.

Please consider adding your name to the list. We desperately need greeters at the 8:00 a.m.
service. If you can smile and say welcome, then you can easily be a greeter. It is a commitment
of every 4-6 weeks. Please contact me at 860.440.3427 or call the parish office if you can
volunteer your time.
Hope to see new team members.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Chojnacki
Chair
19

CHURCH SCHOOL
Church School continues most Sundays with an average, somewhat sporadic, attendance of
three to five children. Very dedicated assistants, Florence Bath, Deanna Bossdorf, Carol
Dooley and Nancy Kobrin make Church School happen each Sunday.
Inspired by the yearly mission trip to Ecuador, we sent letters to the Ecuadorian children to say
“Hi” and introduce ourselves by drawing pictures of our homes, family, school, pets, etc. The
children sent back to us a wonderful book telling us, via pictures, about themselves. Christmas
cards were made by our class to send to our new friends. We continue our “mission work” by
making a collage of pictures from photos taken by the mission group and have added a “P.S” to
our recitation of the Lord’s Prayer asking Jesus to bless and take care of our new friends in
Ecuador.
We thank the parents and grandparents for sharing their children with us. Please note that all
children (including visitors) are welcome to join us.
Respectfully submitted,
Jan Dargel

PLEDGE SECRETARY
Greg Rice now shares the responsibility of keeping pledge records up-to-date. It is our
responsibility to enter pledges into our parish data base. The counters count all the monies
after the 10:00 a.m. service and record their findings on special counting sheets. We enter the
information into the appropriate computer programs and share the information with the
bookkeeper. Our responsibility is just the pledge money—this includes pledges, money for
flowers, candles, wine, etc. It is important that you mark your checks properly. Somewhere on
your check, include your pledge number. If you are contributing to two categories, for
example—pledge and flowers, it would be most helpful if you did it on separate checks. Also,
when you receive your pledge statement, review it carefully. It is much easier to correct any
errors on a quarterly basis rather than at the end of the fiscal year when we are all trying to get
our tax figures together. We thank you all for your understanding and patience.
Respectfully submitted,
Alma H. Peterson
Pledge Secretary
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PARISH HISTORIAN
This has been a very busy first year for me as Parish Historian. Since last year’s annual
meeting, I had the opportunity to attend two conferences on managing archives and took a trip
to the Commons to see exactly what the Diocesan Archives contained for St. James. I was also
able to write an article for The Net, and I hope to write more articles in the coming year. I
have gone through the archives and have begun to sort and conserve our holdings. A new room
to store the archives has been established in the Seabury Center, and this year work will begin
on rehousing the materials.
There have been seven research requests in the last year, ranging from genealogy to materials
requested on the Rev. Robert Hallam for a re-creation of his Christmas Sermon in 1844. Some
highlights in the discovery process have been:
-part of a communion set, given by the Winthrop's in 1837.
-a book from Samuel Seabury's personal library with his signature in the book.
-hundreds of photographic materials dating back to at least the 1850's, with more to be
discovered.
If anyone has any material or information requests, I would always be happy to respond.
Please email me at dhantzopoulos@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dean Hantzopoulos
Parish Historian

THE NET DISTRIBUTION AND PARISH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
I am blessed to have a wonderful team of volunteers dedicated to providing assistance in the
parish office. The tasks include, but are not limited to, providing coverage during vacations,
collating weekly and special bulletins, updating bulletin boards, filing, folding, shredding, and
mailing newsletters.
Special thanks to all who make the day-to-day operations within our parish office run smoothly
and often with short notice.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Merrill
Administrative Assistant
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT
The Altar Guild is the “quiet” group in the parish. We don’t sing, we don’t ring bells, we don’t
hold forums. We go about the important task of setting the Lord’s Table for all Sunday and
weekday services. We are also responsible for “special” holy day services and funerals,
baptisms and weddings. We clean, we polish, and we wash and iron. We purchase wine,
wafers, flowers, greens, candles, cleaning materials and other miscellaneous items needed
throughout the church year.
Our group keeps getting smaller, and we would greatly appreciate having more new members.
Our flowers are now coming from Fisher Florist, and they are kind enough to send them “altar
ready”. What a difference it makes!!
Mary White continues to schedule volunteers, and she and Debra Carter do the scheduling for
the Altar flowers.
We were saddened that Fr. Michel decided to retire at this time. We certainly wish him well,
and he will be in our thoughts and prayers. The next year or two will be a great adventure as
we search for our new rector.
We manage to be self-sustaining because of all the generous contributions we get for the
flowers. We are in dire need of new hangings for several of the church seasons, and Fr. Michel
used his retirement “purse” to refurbish the “old” green set and are in the process of making
additional purchases.
We welcome any and all parishioners who might be interested in serving our Lord and our
church. If interested or you want more information, please contact one of the following:

Jean Rogers
Alma Peterson
Pat King
Deborah Carter
Joan Robinson

860.442.3066
860.442.7338
860.442.4918
860.271.3855
1.860.767.2560

Lori Sarkett
860.701-0481
Mary White
860.443.7990
Renee Ysordia 860.389.4954

We would like especially to thank Fr. Michel for his leadership and understanding. He has
been ever patient and never demanding. It has been our pleasure to help him.
Respectfully submitted,
Alma H. Peterson
Directress
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OUTREACH
MISSION AND OUTREACH
The Mission and Outreach Committee meets monthly to review the operation and needs of
outreach programs. The committee also attempts to stay in touch with the needs of
homebound and shut-in members and arrange for period lay visitation to supplement visits
by clergy. The committee organized a Deanery-wide training on lay pastoral ministry,
held on June 27, 2015. Seven members from St. James joined some 20 people from the
area parishes in a day-long workshop led by The Rev’d William Sieburg, Clinical Pastoral
Education Supervisor at L+M Hospital.
As a follow-up to that training, Deanna Bossdorf, Walter Chjonacki, Lori Sarkett, Mary
Ellen Harris, Grace Barnum and Dorothy Sieburg undertook training to become certified
Lay Eucharistic Ministers with The Episcopal Church in Connecticut. The Rev’d Joan
Phelps trained the group, using a curriculum employed throughout the diocese. Lay
Eucharistic Ministers can take Holy Communion to shut-ins, useing the consecrated bread
and wine from Sunday Eucharist. All Lay Eucharistic Ministers must have current Safe
Church Training and must have a background check completed by a company used by The
Episcopal Church in Connecticut. This process is nearly completed for the members cited
above. The use of Lay Eucharistic Ministers is common in both Roman Catholic churches
and in Lutheran and Episcopal parishes. It makes Holy Communion more readily available
to homebound parishioners and eases the burden on parish clergy.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Sieburg
Chair

HATS, MITTENS, GLOVES & SCARVES
It was a wonderful year for our mission. We delivered about 300 sets to the New London
Elementary Schools, Covenant Shelter and our adopted families at Christmas. Thankfully we
have wonderful and faithful knitters in our church family who provided many hats, mittens and
scarves. We also had yarn donated to us to help with the project. If you need yarn, please see
me. Thanks to all who contributed with their donations and generous contributions. Without
your wonderful support, we would not be able to provide warmth to so many students. This
mission is ongoing all year. If you shopped the "sales" and have any items that you would like
to "get out of your house", we will take them anytime. A big thanks to my helpers, Theresa
Bokoff, Lori Sarkett and Barbara Skinner for helping to shop, organize and deliver the sets.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Chojnacki
Chair
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JUMBLE SHOP FINANCIAL REPORT
BALANCE ON HAND 12/31/2014
5,180.10
DEPOSITS 01/10/15 TO 12/31/2015
16,657.95
DISBURSEMENTS
-12,456.22
BALANCE 12/31/2015
9,381.83*
JUMBLE SHOP DISBURSEMENTS 2015
ST. JAMES CHURCH
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
COMMUNITY MEAL
SECURITY SYSTEM AND WIRING
FR. MICHEL’S RECEPTION
MUSIC ON WHALE OIL ROW
JUMBLE SHOP CLOTHES RACKS (FROM ST. ANN’S)
LOCAL
COVENANT SHELTER
L+M CHAPLAINCY
L+M HEALING GARDEN
LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
ST. FRANCIS HOUSE
HOMELESS HOSPITALITY CENTER
NEW LONDON BREAKFASTS
NEW LONDON COMMUNITY MEAL CENTER
NEW LONDON COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
UNITED WAY FOOD CENTER
VNA COPE PROGRAM
SAFE FUTURES (WOMEN’S CENTER)
THAMES RIVER FAMILY PROGRAM
SEABURY DEANERY—ECUADOR CONVENTION
STATE & OVERSEAS
AGAPE FLIGHTS (FOR HAITI)
AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE EPIS. DIO. of JERUSALEM
SEAMENS CHURCH INSTITUTE
BETHSAIDA COMMUNITY CENTER
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT
FOOD FOR THE POOR
OHC HOLY CROSS SCHOOL (SOUTH AFRICA)
MARTIN HOUSE
THE GOOD SHEPHERD FOUNDATION
SOCIETY OF ST. MARGARET (HAITI)
(MINISTRIES TO THE POOR)
BISHOP’S FUND FOR CHILDREN
DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS
DIASTER RESPONSE FUND (NAPAL)
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES
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540.00
500.00
1,765.50
1,100.72
300.00
200.00
500.00
100.00
100.00
200.00
200.00
500.00
400.00
500.00
200.00
250.00
250.00
250.00
100.00
250.00
250.00
200.00
200.00
200.00
200.00
300.00
200.00
1,000.00
200.00
300.00
400.00
500.00
500.00
300.00
12,456.22
278.44

*Check sent to Holy Trinity School in 2014 was not cashed. Replacement check sent in 2015
was also not cashed. Closing balance is $1,000.00 more if we cannot support Holy Trinity
School.
Respectfully submitted,
Ray Chartier
Treasurer
Jumble Shoppe

JUMBLE SHOPPE
The Jumble Shoppe continues to serve the New London area with high quality used clothing
and household items at bargain prices. The shop has become a neighborhood gathering place,
and this enables volunteers from St. James to connect on a personal level with our neighbors.
The shop is open Tuesday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Despite these limited
hours of operation and the very low prices set for goods, sales reached nearly $17,000 this past
year.

The accompanying financial report lists the many local, national and international charities and
missions supported by this small shop. Consideration has been given to expanding the hours of
operation so that St. James’ support of missions could grow. However, with the limited number
of volunteers, expansion of hours is not feasible. Perhaps in this coming year, with additional
volunteers, the goal of expansion might be met. If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact the parish office or Dorothy Sieburg at 860.447.2896.
We wish to thank all who contributed goods and time to the Jumble Shoppe this past year.
Special thanks are due our faithful band of weekly volunteers: Gladys Kimmel, Rolanda
Fernandez, Joan Jones, Otelia Locke, Alma Peterson, Bettye Jo Williams, Deanna Bossdorf,
Renee Ysordia, Mercedes Cordero, Sandy Downing, Anna Magano, Davina Leib and Robert
Rae. Thanks also to all who helped clean up our work space at a Saturday work party: Bruce
Skinner, Lori Sarkett, Will Sieburg, Renee Ysordia, Lily Beeler and Diane Theis. Thank you
also to David Downes and Emma Rae for delivering our Goodwill donations. A hearty thank
you is due our treasurer, Ray Chartier, who keeps us on track financially. And last, but
certainly not least, we thank our sister congregation, St. Ann’s of Old Lyme, whose Nearly New
Shop gives us the majority of our clothing donations. Thanks to St. Ann’s volunteer, Carolyn
Ross, and our own Dan Ivey, for delivering donations from St. Ann’s.
Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Sieburg and Christa Sieburg
Managers
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UNITED THANK OFFERING
Through the United Thank Offering (UTO), men, women and children nurture the habit of
giving daily thanks to God for all the blessings they receive. These prayers of thanksgiving
start when we recognize and name our daily blessings. It could be something as simple as a
good cup of coffee on a bright sunny day or recovery from a serious illness. Our blessings are
all around us. Those who participate in the UTO discover that thankfulness leads to generosity.
UTO is entrusted with promoting thank offerings, receiving the offerings, and distributing the
UTO-monies in support of mission and ministry throughout the Episcopal Church and the
Provinces of the Anglican Communion in the developing world. To find a list of this year’s
recipients, go to The Episcopal Church website and type UTO in the search.
This year members of St. James Parish gave a total of $885.24 during our two UTO ingatherings. These gifts joined many others to provide grants for essential programs around the
world. UTO boxes and envelopes can always be found in the narthex and parish hall.
Respectfully submitted,
Dean Hantzopoulos
Chair

WHITE ENVELOPES
The White Envelope Program, consisting of nineteen women belonging to St. James parish of
New London, collected $1,311.15 during 2015.
Our two 2015 White Envelope recipients were The Shepherd’s Table at Good Shepherd,
Orange, Connecticut and Covenant Shelter of New London, Connecticut. Good Shepherd is
using their grant to rebuild the entrance to their facility to make it handicap accessible and the
Covenant Shelter is using their grant to help provide transportation for the clients to doctors
appointments and job interviews.
All women at St. James; are invited to participate in this very worthwhile ministry. If you are
interested in getting more information, please contact me at 860.442.3066.
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Rogers
Chair
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THE LORD’S PANTRY
It has been a very busy year. We were given a room upstairs, formerly referred to as the
(Nursery), for our cans and dry goods. We are very thankful for this room. The Jumble
Shoppe paid for all our new shelving, and Dan Ivey put them together for us. Thank you,
Jumble Shoppe and Dan. We are now considered a Client Choice program. In this program,
individuals are able to choose the food items they want based on their family size. This year
we have provided 40,122 meals (based on 12 meals per individual, per month).
We all work very hard to meet the food needs of our clients with a welcome smile.
This year we received generous monetary donations from the Jumble Shoppe, Calvary Church
in Stonington and Roger Nelson. Thank you St John’s, Niantic, for monthly donations of
peanut butter and jelly and St Ann's, Old Lyme, for cases of soup and other food. We are also
grateful to Jennifer Blanco of the United Way for her assistance in obtaining a new freezer
from Cathy Tremmel of the Williams School. Thank you to Tom Jacobs of the Montville
Baptist Church for use of his truck to transport the freezer. Finally, thank you to all who
supply us with food for our Pantry, St. James parishioners, SSNAP Program and Gemma
Moran United Way Labor Food Center. We appreciate T.V.C.C.A., for their screening of our
clients.
Now that we're settled in our new place, we definitely need help on Tuesday mornings. Even if
you only help occasionally, we will put you on an on call list to substitute for our regular
workers. We are open every Tuesday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Any time you can give us
would be greatly appreciated, please call me at 860.443.5579.
For my faithful crew who have answered God's calling, I thank you from the bottom of my
heart: Dan, Flo, Lilly, Walter, Pat, Diane, Peter, Bruce, Cursie, Eleanor, Mary Ellen, Bev, Ellen
and John Russell for the use of a truck on Tuesday morning.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia Pierce
Lead Volunteer

FINANCE AND STATISTICS
2015 was a busy year for the Pantry. We provided emergency food from our pantry, in
addition to household goods and clothing vouchers for the Jumble Shoppe, as well as
distributing over $3,000 in emergency financial assistance to individuals and families .
Monetary contributions are always welcome to assist this valuable parish ministry. Please
make checks payable to St. James, memo “Lord’s Pantry.” Thank you to all who have donated
during 2015.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Merrill
Administrative Assistant
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COMMUNITY MEAL (First Saturday of each month)
The Community Meal has again served over 2000 meals this past year. The volunteers from
the church and community have been awesome, thank you. I would especially like to thank
the New London High School R.O.T.C. program for their support. It has been a lot of fun
working with our future leaders. I would like to acknowledge Stop & Shop, Gemma Moran
United Way Labor Food Center, and the Palmer Fund. Without you we would not be able to
function.
The following groups support the mission of the Community Meal: SSNAP Program, Shop
Rite, WalMart, Gemma E. Moran/United Way Labor Food Center, Ocean State Job Lot, Coast
Guard Academy, Palmer Fund, Stop & Shop, Bimbo Bakery, New London High School R.O.
T. C, R.S.V.P program, and of course, individual donations from people like you.
Thank you again for a wonderful year. God bless you all for your dedication and support.
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Ivey
Chief Cook and Bottle Washer
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ST. JAMES QUILTERS
St. James Quilters have been active since the year 2000, when Deacon Fran Bedell invited
some volunteers to make quilts, first for beds at St. Francis House and then for children at the
Covenant Shelter. About ten ladies came together with varying levels of expertise and filled
those needs handily. At present, there are approximately nine quilters, both beginners and
experts. This program provides opportunities to learn, practice, give and get guidance for
creative endeavors and share in good fellowship. We are always open to new members. The
quilters meet on the second and fourth Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Our group started with a much appreciated grant from The Jumble Shoppe. We have become
self-sufficient through gifts of fabrics and supplies and the earned money from our bi-annual
St. Nicholas Fair.
During 2015, we donated 5 quilts and some hand knitted and crocheted items to the Visiting
Nurses’ Family Partnership program. The nurses delivered them to mothers in need, who were
most appreciative. We also made 16 quilts for the children at the Covenant Shelter. It is
indeed good to be part of "the village" that helps provide some warmth and beauty in quilts
As Deacon Fran called it, this is our "inreach for outreach." It is indeed a great pleasure to
watch and learn new skills and work with the challenge of the donated fabrics.
We are very proud to say that we have never made as many quilts as we did during 2015. It is
rewarding to provide quilts to those in need.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Chartier
Chair
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VIRTUAL OUTREACH REPORT:
www.stjamesnl.org
Our website continues to be one of the primary ways that visitors and potential new members
“check us out”. There were over 4281 (almost twice last year’s number) unique visitors
throughout the year from all over the United States and many other countries of the World
(mostly Brazil & UK). On average, our website gets about 356 visits a month. Besides the
home page, the most popular pages are the Music page, the Worship page, and the Calendar
and Events page. Many of our site visitors got to our site by “Googling” and several linked
through The Anglican Singer’s website.
Our Facebook page has 222 subscribers (up from 190 last year). In general, larger portions of
these subscribers come from St James. Also, we continue to send out regular emails for events
“just in time” to the parish using Constant Contact. Our email list includes 86 subscribers,
most of whom are parishioners.
We closed our Twitter account this year after deciding that it was not producing much by way
of results.

St. James has a Wikipedia article. Wikipedia is a type of online encyclopedia that is touted as a
“free encyclopedia that anyone can edit”. Its reputation among academics as a “source” is
pretty thin, but as a practical matter, many use it for information on a wide range of topics.
You may find it as fascinating as I do, but don’t use it as a cited reference for an academic
paper!
Ron Steed
webmaster
St James Scriptorium-in-the-Cybercroft
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2016 Stewardship Team
As many of you know, we draw a portion of our endowment to meet our $400,000 operational
needs. The amount of that draw is determined by the “5% Rule” that limits our draw to 5% of
the value of the endowment averaged over 20 quarters. The rule is both responsible in that it
limits withdrawals to allow for some growth, and useful in that it helps to dampen the
considerable variations in endowment value because of market fluctuations. Since the market
crash of 2008, the parish has done a great job of reducing our draw by pledging enough to keep
us from having to use the maximum amount allowed. And now our endowment has largely
recovered to its pre-crash levels.
The use of our endowment for operating expenses is always a double-edged sword. While it
does help us to keep our parish thriving, it is not really the best way to use this incredible gift
from previous generations. In truth, the optimum would be that our pledge income would fully
fund our operating expenses, leaving our endowment to support capital needs. When we can
fund our operating expenses with pledge income alone, there should not be a need for capital
campaigns because we will have the resources to stay ahead of current and future capital needs.
At St. James we have learned to spend very carefully. However, we must never spend so
carefully that we put stress on our spiritual values. Giving to the Church of our treasure, time
and talent is, in fact, a spiritual activity. When we pledge at higher levels in all three areas of
stewardship, we are able to balance our budget without diminishing our core values. As of
January 6, 2016, 164 pledges of time and talent among our 42 parish ministries had been
pledged.

2016*

Stewardship of Treasure History at St. James
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011

2010

Pledging
Households

81

115

113

112

120

119

117

Pledge**
Amount

$152,822

$196,857

$208,54
9

$211,14
6

$217,3
73

$216,840

$216,815

Average
Pledge

$1,894

$1,712

$1,846

$1,885

$1,811

$1,822

$1,853

* 2016 amounts as of 1/6/2016. Typically we are fully pledged by March.
** Note: in almost every year, the actual amount received exceeded the pledge.

While this has been an unusual and stressful year at St. James with Fr. Michel’s retirement, the
loss of our organist/choirmaster, and other changes in membership, we have still managed to
continue, perhaps by increased giving, to reflect our normal dollar amount so that it is
consistent with where we typically are at the end of January. However, there are still both
regular pledgers and newcomers who have not yet pledged. A reminder letter, with a pledge
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sheet included, will go out the first week of February with the hope that more folks will pledge
for 2016.
Planned Giving & Estate Planning. Dur ing our Capital Campaign Feasibility Study,
many people said they were looking for ways to leave a lasting legacy in the world that goes
way beyond their life. Planned Giving to St. James is an excellent way to do that. Just think
about the enormous debt of gratitude we owe those forward thinking people who created our
endowment … what a gift!
Other planned giving suggestions:
· If you work for a company that provides matching charity grants, you may be able to
designate a matching gift for St. James. Pfizer, for example, will not match your tithe, but
will match a gift to a St. James ministry that supports the community. Good candidates
might be The Lord’s Pantry, the Quilters, the Community Meal, Music on Whale Oil
Row, or The Jumble Shoppe.
· Contribute highly appreciated, low-basis stock that may help you avoid paying capital
gains tax.
· Make a charitable gift annuity to St. James with an income for yourself or others.
· Contribute real estate to St. James.
Some of these ideas are fairly simple, but others (such as real estate) are more complicated. For
additional information, please contact the Episcopal Church of Connecticut or the parish office
so that your contribution works for you as well as St. James. We have some excellent and
experienced contacts who can help us at our endowment manager, Citizens Bank.
The Stewardship Team includes: Eddie Janusz, Stephanie Brandon, Grace Barnum, Linda
Duplessis, David Downes, and Dorothy Sieburg (ex officio).
Respectfully submitted,
David Downes and Stephanie Brandon
for the Stewardship Team
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SEABURY DEANERY COUNCIL
2015 proved to be a year of preparation for the newly developed regional areas and missional
networks within the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. The Deanery was most fortunate to
have been kept updated regularly by Shirley Wick, Calvary Church, Stonington. There were
also area meetings held for anyone interested throughout Connecticut where we heard visionary
possibilities for mission networks.
Not being certain of how or what the regional concept would present, the Deanery continued
living out its mission of exploring and living out ministries that most likely one parish could
not handle individually.
Most of us at St. James are familiar with the ongoing mission ministry in partnership with the
Diocese of Ecuador Central. In August of 2015, fifteen missioners once again spent close to
two weeks in Ecuador as has happened since 2007. Our partnership with la Mission San Pedro
flourishes as brothers and sisters-in-Christ. Yes, much hard work is accomplished. More
importantly, deep bonds of unity and friendship strengthen as we share and grow with our
Ecuadorian family.
St. James has been an integral part of this mission: people, caring, funding, prayer – all vital
and impactful. Lori Sarkett, Michel Belt, Grace Barnum and Dan Ivey were your St. James
missioners and we thank our parish deeply for its love and commitment.
Another ministry of longstanding within the Deanery has been Prison Ministry. To date it has
been mostly with volunteers at York prison in Niantic or “outside” programs along with a
donation to Faith Behind Bars. This year the Deanery expanded its Prison Ministry possibility
by applying for a grant to ECCT (Episcopal Church in Connecticut) in order to develop
increased services for inmates being newly released. A clergy coordinator would head this
project with volunteers involved.
The emphasis on collaboration among the eight parishes continued to grow as a Lay Pastoral
training was held at St. James and presented by our own Rev’d Will Sieburg.
This year’s Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut voted to
implement the Regional concept within the state. The Deanery is looking forward to its new
beginnings as our eight parishes let go of functioning as a Deanery and become members of
Region 6 with a total of up to twenty altogether . We will not have the name of “Deanery” in
the future, but we shall continue our devotion to mission ministries and look forward to all the
possibilities of living out God’s Mission as we embrace this change.
Respectfully submitted,
Grace Barnum, Ronald Steed (Deanery Representatives)
Sue Chojnacki (Alternate)

33

Voter’s List—2016
Ahnell, Elizabeth
Alborghetti, Marcie
Anderson, Martha
Anderson, Patty
Anderson, Ralph
Anderson, Stephen
Aspinwall, Andrew
Barnum, Grace
Barnwell, Pandora
Bath, Florence
Bath, Krissy
Beeler, Lillian
Belknap, Kenneth
Belknap, Theodora
Benson, Judy
Bingham, Anne
Bingham, Anne Carr
Bingham, Robert Kim
Bokoff, Theresa
Bossdorf, Deanna
Boulanger, Arthur
Brandon, Stephanie
Breitenstein, Tim
Brennan, Garrett
Brennan, Victoria
Brewster, Geraldine
Brewster, John
Brighty, Katherine
Brown, Binty
Burdick, Ann
Burdick, Reid
Carter, Deborah
Carter, Keith
Cascio, Linda
Cascio, Paul
Chartier, Mary
Chartier, Ray
Chojnacki, Sue
Chojnacki, Walter
Clark, Thomas
Collins, JoAn
Collins, Michael

Connell, Mary Jane
Coulson, Frances
Crawford, William
Dargel, Jan
Delancey, Joanna
Delancey, Martha
Deremer, Devin
DeSantis, Edmund
Deurloo, Amelia
Dillon, John
Dooley, Carol
Downes, David
Downes, Debra
Drew, Kristine
Driscoll, Beverly
Driscoll, Fred
Duffy, Charlie
Dunning, Alma
Dunning, Sharon
Dunning, Stacy
Duplessis, Linda
Dusza, Diane
Evans, Shirley
Fulton, Myrna
Gagnier, Valerie
Gallagher, Edward
Gallagher, Frances
Godfrey, Eleanor
Granville, Ines
Griffin, Andrea
Hantzopoulos, Dean
Harper, Virginia
Harrington, Ethel
Harris, Mary Ellen
Harry, Barbara
Hatcher-Sneed, Karen
Henry, Donna
Henson, Debra
Hewitt, Joy
Hewitt, Peter
Higgins, David
Hislop, Arlene
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Howell, Andrew
Hulme, Mary
Hulme, Steven
Hurley, Awo
Hurley, Steve
Hyman, James
Hyman, Phillip
Ivey, Daniel
Jalonski, Karen
Janusz, Edward
Jones, Grace
Jones, Joan
Kane, Nancy
Kepner, Janet
King, Dick
King, Pat
Kobrin, Nancy
Koczera, Gary
Kydd, Harold
Kydd, Henry
Kydd, Michael
Kydd, Rose
LaCombe, Travis
Lake, Bradford
Larson, Diane
Lee, Patricia
Locke, Otelia
Luddington, Kendall
MacLeod, John
Maiorana, Joseph
McCarthy, Effie
McCoy, Carol
McGinley, Morgan
McLaughlin, Beatrice
Miller, Gerald
Miller, Kathryn
Miskell, Edna
Murallo, Margaret
Nelson, Roger
Nieves, Edwin
Norris, Joanna
Olbrys, Robin

Voter’s List—2016
Nye, Stephen
Olbrys, Robin
Patterson, Bruce
Patterson, Carol
Percy, Marilyn
Percy, Stephen
Peterson, Alma
Peyton, Evelyn
Photie, Toni
Pierce, Marcia
Pierce, Willard
Rae, Edward
Rae, Emma
Rae, William
Ramey, Charles
Reyburn, Charles
Rice, Greg
Roberts, Edwin
Robinson, Joan
Rogers, Jean
Rottinghaus, Catherine
Russell, John
Russell, Jack
Saari, Carlton
Saari, Sheila
Sage, Sharrill
Sanders, Pat
Sarkett, Lori
Shaw, Eric
Sherman, Barbara
Shores, Carole
Shores, James
Sieburg, Dorothy
Sieburg, William
Skeffington, Beverly
Skinner, Barbara
Skinner, Bruce
Smith, Frederic
Smith, Tracy
Stanley, Mary Jane
Stanley, Peter
Steed, Ronald
Steed, Roxanne

Streeter, Nicholas
Stryker, Donna
Stryker, Michael
Theis, Diane
Todman-Hernas, Alicia
Traggis, Elizabeth
Vogel, Nancy
Vogel, Thomas
Wardwell, Ethelyn
Weisert, Bill
Welsh, Barbara
Welsh, Robert
White, Mary
Wilcox, Marianna
Willett, Ken
Williams, Chrystine
Williams, Spencer
Woodward, Carla
Ysordia, Renee
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TREASURER’S REPORT
January 31, 2015
OVERVIEW
In 2015 we experienced a number of changes that had budgetary effects:
--Loss of our Sexton for nearly the full year.
--Loss of our Rector in September.
--Loss of our Choirmaster in December.
--Loss of our Janitor in October.
--A significant rebate of Liability and Property Insurance payments.
For the most part, these events reduced our expenses in 2015 and had mixed effects on the 2016
budget, as discussed below.
2015 BUDGET PERFORMANCE
The approved 2015 Operating Budget established planned expenditures of $406,303, and
planned revenues of $275,500. The budget was to be balanced by transferring $130,803 from
the St. James Endowment Account, as has been our practice for several years. This withdrawal
amount equals five percent of the Endowment Account average value for the last twenty
calendar quarters (5 years).
The 2015 actual income was $268,481 less than the projected amount by $7,019. This was
primarily due to actual Pledge Income being under the budgeted amount by $11,963.

The 2015 actual expenditures were $336,429 less than the projected amount by $69,874. The
most significant contributors to the underrun were:
--Liability and Property Insurance, where actual expenditures were $27,262 less than the
budgeted amount due to a rebate from the Diocese of $21,000.
--Sexton Salary, where actual expenditures were $17,868 less than budgeted due to the
extended illness of our Sexton, Gary Evans.
As a result, our budget performance for calendar year 2015 yielded a surplus of $41,052 and
enabled us to reduce our withdrawal from the endowment by $21,800. The details can be found
at the back of the Parish Annual Report.
All 2015 bills received were paid in full. This accomplishment enables St. James to enter 2016
with a clean financial slate, as we have done for the last five years.
2016 BUDGET
For calendar year 2016 the Vestry has adopted an Operating budget anticipating income of
$275,500, which is the same as the 2015 budgeted income amount. The budgeted expenditures
are $406,812. This about $500 more than last year’s budgeted expenditures.

(Continued on page 44)
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The 2016 Budget incorporates the following changes:
 A "placeholder" salary and benefits for an Interim Rector. These numbers will be reviewed
when the interim Rector is under contract.
 Minor salary increases for lay staff.
 Reduced Property and Liability Insurance cost.
Removal of Lord's Pantry and Community Outreach from the Operating Budget. These have
been retained as Non-Operating budget Line Items.
If the budgeted revenue and expenditures are fully realized, the operating budget will be
balanced by using $131,312 from the Endowment Fund. This is $6,437 less than the full 5%
withdrawal permitted by Vestry Policy.
2016 NON-OPERATING BUDGET ITEMS
During 2016 we will carry two items in a Non-Operating budget:
--$20,000 for expenses associated with hiring a new Rector. This will include advertising,
travel (for interviews), and moving costs.
--$3,000 for Mission & Outreach activities that were removed from the Operating Budget.
We plan to use 2015 surplus funds to cover these items.
The 2014 Audit was completed in June 2015 and reported parish financial record keeping as
fully satisfactory.
Special thanks goes to the Budget Committee members—Walt Chojnacki, Garrett Brennan,
Deanna Bossdorf, and Peter Hewitt—who worked diligently to establish and validate this
budget, and to Barbara Calkins, our bookkeeper, who continues to skillfully manage our
accounts, pay our bills on time and keep our financial records accurate throughout the year.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jerry Miller
Parish Treasurer
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