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Rev. Mike Moose 
Celebrating a 

decade of service 
at RBC 

 
This month marks the 10th 
anniversary of service for 
Minister of Music Mike 
Moose at Roxboro Baptist 

Church. The church will celebrate this milestone with a 
covered dish luncheon following the 11 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, Aug. 15. You are all cordially 
invited to attend and to share your personal 
appreciation to Mike either in the form of notes placed 
in a special collection box at the church or expressing 
them publically during a special time of celebration 
during the luncheon in the Elliott Fellowship Hall.  
 
For the past 10 years, Roxboro Baptist Church has been 
blessed by the talent and creativity of the Rev. Mike Moose, 
Minister of Music.  After growing up in Yorktown, VA, Mike 
went to the University of Virginia, where he thought he 
might pursue a career in medicine. But God had different 
ideas, and after receiving a B.A. Degree from UVa, he 
attended Old Dominion University to complete another 
B.A., this time in the field of music. He continued on at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he 
received a Master of Arts degree in Musicology. He also 
has done doctoral work in his field. Mike was ordained to 
the ministry at Ephesus Baptist Church in Chapel Hill, 
where he formerly served. He is married to Jill Burleson, 
and he has two daughters, Amy and Alissa. Mike recently 
took time to reflect on the last decade at RBC and shares 
the following reflections. 
 
What are some of the changes you’ve seen in the 
music program at RBC? 
I think the most notable change in the past 10 years is an 
increased willingness on the part of the congregation and 
choirs to try out and accept new and unfamiliar music. In 
fact, not only have such pieces been accepted, in many 
cases they have become treasured standards. Bow the 
Knee and Holy Is He are two anthems that have become 
favorites, while In Christ Alone and The Power of the Cross 
have become popular hymns. Our new hymnal has been a 
great resource to help us explore new ways to worship God 

and express our faith through music. Also, I have been 
blessed to work with a Chancel Choir that has embraced 
some of the music I've written. Shine His Light and Faithful 
were thematic anthems for the church's 125th anniversary 
celebration. Send Us Your Light and Peace to the World have 
appeared a couple times at Christmas. And We Bring 
Worship and Praise appears every so often as a call to 
worship.  
  
We've also used dramatic monologues and dance to 
enhance songs and anthems. And we've used the latest in 
multi-media technology to enhance the music, such as DVD 
accompaniments with the Easter musical, Eyes of Faith, and 
the Christmas musical, There is Peace in the World Tonight. 
 
What are some of your fondest memories and most 
fulfilling moments? 
My fondest memories and most fulfilling moments are those I 
shared with others in working within the music ministry. I will 
always remember the emotional 9-11 remembrance service 
in 2002, where a large community choir sang the anthem I 
was honored to write for the occasion, And Yet It Waves. I 
was amazed watching my music being accompanied by a 
video masterfully done by Skeeta Currier.  I will remember 
putting together a video presentation to accompany Shine His 
Light with Terry Phillips. I will remember the musicals and 
countless anthems because their presentations were the 
culmination of hours of hard work by so many. I will 
remember working with soloists and instrumentalists, 
arranging and preparing pieces of music for worship. I will 
remember the accompanists because I am one, too, and I 
know the work that goes into a prelude, an offertory, or a 
choral anthem. 
  
My fondest memory of all would have to be the community 
Thanksgiving services we've had here at the church. I 
remember in particular the first one. I wasn't sure what to 
expect, and when I stepped into the choir room I found 
everyone separated into different sections based on which 
church they represented. Within about 20 minutes of 
rehearsal, we had transformed into a choir of sopranos, altos, 
tenors, and basses with an amazing spirit of unity. The choral 
singing that night was phenomenal, and it was so much fun. I 
will never forget how God used music to unite us across 
denominational and racial lines. 
 
What is your hope for the next 10 years? 
My hope is that Roxboro Baptist Church would continue to 
grow in embracing any and all creative expressions of worship 
and that there be an uninhibited desire for heartfelt and soul-
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