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“Marriage and Humility”

Eph 5
INT:  Because of the beautiful old sanctuary and the quality experience people receive at our church, we do a lot of weddings. Occasionally, a groom will pull me aside and ask if I can make sure to use the “OBEY” word for his intended during the vows.  I generally smile and politely explain that “OBEY” is not in the marriage vows I use … however for an additional fee, I would be more than happy to add it.  It’s always good for a laugh.  But once, a groom actually offered me money. I declined … but I would imagine that it really does happen. I don’t know if it’s true or not, but I did hear of a pastor who asked the same thing and accepted the offer of an extra $100.  When it came time for the groom to do his vows, the pastor asked him and asked, "Tom, will you promise to bow down before Jane, obey her commands, fulfill her wishes, serve her breakfast in bed weekly, and swear eternally to never look at another woman for as long as you both shall live?" The groom felt put on the spot.  After looking around, he gulped, and finally said in a tiny voice, "Yes."  Then as he leaned over to the pastor and asked under his breath, “What happened to the deal they had.”  With this, the pastor reached in his pocket and handed the groom a $100.  As he did, he told him “Sorry, the bride made me a better offer.” 
TS:  Today, we continue this series of messages about the practical humility of submission in the Christian life as we look at submission within the context of marriage. As we look at what the Bible has to say to husbands and wives, I do not want to focus on specific duties and roles, but rather focus on the general principles of submission within Christian marriage.  
Submission:  As a disciple or follower of Christ, submission is at the heart our relationship with Jesus. Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.”  We can only learn from Jesus, if we will submit ourselves to him … his teachings … and to God’s Word -- which teaches us that we are to be submitted to every legitimate, human authority as well. As I proposed last Sunday, no one can really  anyone submit to God whom he/she cannot see, if he/she does not submit to those in authority whom he/she can see.  And in fact, our submission to God is most often tested at the point of submission to HUMAN AUTHORITY.
BCKGRD:  Please open up your Bibles to Eph 5:1.  Throughout this inspired Letter to the Ephesians much is made about unity among the people of God … as well as holiness in our personal lives and relationships. In Chapter 4, we are commanded to throw off our FORMER LIFE and put on the NEW LIFE we have in Christ -- allowing the Spirit of God to fill us.  In this, we submit ourselves to His working in us and through us. We read, 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy. Eph 4:23-24 (NLT)  Later, beginning in Eph 5: 15 we are instructed to: 15 Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Eph 5:15-21  After this, the letter goes on to define what submission looks like within the context of three different human relationships --- husbands and wives, children and parents, slaves and masters. 
Submission Principle:  If we are to rightly understand submission within the nature of the relationships defined in the rest of Chapter 5 and the first part of Chapter 6, then we must realize that submission is to be not merely the responsibility of wives to husbands, children to parents, or slaves to masters. Submission to GOD to characterize all believers regardless of gender, status, or position.  I remind you that the definition of submission is to VOLUNTARY choice to yield your power, will, or authority to another.  This is as true for the husband, as it is for the wife .. for the parent, as it is for the child .. for the master, as it is for the slave. It is because of our submission to God, that God enables us to live rightly in relationship to others.
Personhood and Roles:  Modern-day Feminism challenged the traditional roles of men and women within marriage as it promoted equality for women.  It has, on one hand, created a deal of confusion for men and women in understanding their roles. But on the other hand, it has also allowed men and women, to be more intentional about their roles with each other.  Rightly understood, Christianity teaches that men and women are equal as persons before God, even though their roles within God’s created order for marriage is complimentary.  IL:  We know that both Adam and Eve were created in the IMAGE OF GOD. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. Gen 1:27  IL:  We also know from Genesis that Eve was created to be Adam’s EZER, HELPER.  In Hebrew, the word means “Helper.” But this helper should not be thought of as a person of lesser value or stature. Eve is a helper in the sense of being Adam’s divine teammate.  As such, Eve’s role is to JOIN ADAM and COMPLIMENT him in his work.  The word EZER is used 21 times in the Old Testament .. (2 times it refers to Eve as Adam’s help  … 19 times it refers to God as our Help.  Although God is our EZER, none of us would ever wrongly assume that the Bible is suggesting God is lesser in value or stature to us.  IL: But while Adam and Eve are by nature equal in the eyes of God, their respective ROLES within marriage are COMPLIMENTARY and not EQUAL. For Eve is Adam’s EZER.  No where is Adam referred to as Eve’s EZER.  In fact, the Apostle Paul makes this very argument in his First Letter to the Corinthians when he wrote,  8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  1 Cor 11:8-9  So God’s Word teaches that men and women are equal as persons, but serve different roles … roles that are complimentary and not equal.  IL:  We also learn in Genesis that when God spoke to Eve after Adam and Eve fell into sin, God established Adam to be the LEADER in relationship to his wife, Eve. God said, "….. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." Gen 3:16   This same principle is also affirmed in a couple of places within the New Testament -- including today’s text. TEXT:  22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Eph 5:22-24  The word for head in this text is KEPHALE  (kef-al-ay). It is a word that speaks to the leadership of a man’s role within the marriage relationship. But, in no way, does this suggest that a woman is lesser than a man in God’s eyes … only that their roles within marriage are different – with the husband serving as leader.  EXCEPTION:  The Bible does provide us with an exception to this.  It is within the context of their sexual relationship. In this, the Bible teaches that when it comes to SEX, husband and wife are equals.  3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  4 The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 1 Cor 7:3-4  PT:  So within the context of the Christian marriage, the husband and wife are equals as persons … but even so, they serve each other in complimentary roles.   ANALOGY: I offer analogy to explain why husbands and wives can be equals, even though their roles are not defined as equal. As citizens of the United States, you and I are equal to each other … and, we are equal to President-Elect, Barak Obama.  Every citizen in our country gets one vote .. not two or three.  In the next national election you will get one vote, I will get one vote, and President-Elect Obama will get one vote. This is because we are equal as citizens.  But as we function within our civic roles, Barak Obama is going to be our leader .. our President.  So, he will have more influence than you or I do.  He will also have more responsibility and more accountability for the use of that influence as well. It is the same within the context of Christian marriage. Husbands and wives are equal as persons .. although the husband is to lead in his marriage.   
TEXT: Now before we get to far along, I want us to read the rest of today’s text. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.  Eph 5:25-33 
Marriage and Submission: From our text there are 4 basic principles that define the nature of submission within the context of Christian marriage. 
Principle 1:  First and foremost, both husbands and wives are to be submitted to CHRIST.  God’s plan for marriage from the very beginning is that within marriage a husband and wife are to be ONE.  This is why we read in Genesis and Jesus reiterates it in a teaching from the Gospels that 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. Gen 2:24-25  In their nakedness, that first husband and wife were totally transparent with one another. They had no secrets, no egos, no agendas, and no mistrust.  But after Adam and Eve fell into sin, we discover that everything changed. They not only covered themselves up with fig leaves, but they hid out from God. Later, in the Bible, we see husbands lying to wives and wives lying to husbands.  The unchallenged and precious trust that once was a default position for Adam and Eve and made them ONE in the Garden of Eden no longer exists within our fleshly nature. And it is only within Christ that such TRUST can be re-established.  Within Christ, forgiveness can cover the sin and hurt that leads that separates the beautiful ONENESS that God intended for marriage. IL:  You might not realize it, but occasionally, Marsha and I have our moments.  While you may know me to be tenacious, I want you to know that Marsha is every bit my equal.  As a result, when we get into a disagreement, it can get to be a tug of war.  Over the years we’ve learned that when we stop our fighting and bring it before the Lord --- everything changes.  It generally goes like this.  We take a Time Out to listen to God.  Then, when we get back together to talk, you’ll probably hear me start out by saying,  “Marsha, before you say anything, I need to ask you for forgiveness.  I still think that I’m right.  But I’ve come to realize in my time with the Lord that the way I was going about it was wrong.”  And she usually says something very similar. With CHRIST firmly at the CENTER of our relationship, redefining how we relate to one another, the attitude between is totally different. TRUST is re-established. I find myself listening to Marsha … and she listening to me.  

Principle 2:  Husbands are to provide LEADERSHIP at home.  Ladies, my comments are not directed to you. Please don’t go to sleep or get up and go to the washroom.  You may listen, like a fly upon wall. What I am about to say to the men is GUY BUSINESS. Sadly, guys, I see too many men abdicating their spiritual responsibility at home.  I’ve heard men tell me that this is because your wife is more spiritually mature … I’ve heard others tell me you’re just so busy with work, they you don’t have time … I’ve even heard men tell me that you want to lead at home, but don’t know how.  AP:  Guys, for whatever reason,  if you have abdicated your responsibility of leadership with your wife, you are not being submitted to Christ – Principle 1.   Of course, there are some men who think this the Bible gives you have permission to act like a dictator … maybe you’re even benevolent at it.  Either way, you are wrong. The Bible is very clear about the loving, serving nature of our leadership.  AP:  Men who act as dictatorial leaders also fail to be submitted to Christ – Principle 1. Guys, our role as leader is to love our wives as deeply as Christ loved the Church, even to the point of sacrificing our personal dreams and aspirations for her spiritual well-being. Our role as leader is to make sure that she is becoming the godly woman that God created her to be.  Action Items:  Pay attention to your wife.  Don’t take her for granted.  Study her. Listen to her.  Serve her. Don’t keep secrets from her.  Make decisions, large and small, together with her. 
Principle 3:  Wives are to submit to the LEADERSHIP of their husbands.  First of all, let me say that speaking to this makes me uncomfortable.  When God speaks to the ladies in the Bible about submitting to their husbands, God was not speaking to the men, but to the women.  Yet, as your pastor, I am obligated to teach on it.  So first of all, ladies, you must remember that submission is a choice. You have to be intentional about it.  Second, submission does not equate to being a doormat.  Some women choose to become a doormat because they like the feeling of not having to be responsible. Submission is not a free ticket to be taken care of.  Other women mistakenly choose to become a doormat because they wrongly think that this is what it means submission actually means.  IL:  Ladies, the idea of submission within marriage is that you come along aside of your husband and not walk out in front of him.  It means that you join him and work together with your husband as his EZER, his divine teammate to achieve the same goals. Third, I think women find it hard to submit to their husband’s leadership because there is a trust problem.  Either, you don’t trust your husband or you don’t trust his judgment. And you may have good reason not to trust him or his judgment.  May I suggest to you that a good teammate, wherever you feel this lack of trust asks questions, clarify your concerns, and remind that ant just want to come alongside of him in the best way. This should help you and him. Action Item:  Pay attention to your husband.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions.  Serve him.  Don’t keep secrets from him.  Don’t manipulate him or try to control him.  Be his teammate. Work with him … not without him .. not in  front of him .. and not behind him, but beside him.  
Principle 4: The relationship between a husband and wife is to reflect the mystery of Christ and his bride, the Church.  That is, the power of sacrificial love is to be evident in the husband’s love for his wife … and in the wife’s submitted heart that willingly serves alongside of her husband.  To this, I will say only one thing: our marriages are to reflect the profound mystery of God’s AGAPE LOVE at work in us as individuals and in the way we go about relating to one another as a couple. 

ACTION ITEM:  As couples, if you are not already doing this, I want to encourage you to put aside time to pray together 2 times per week for the next month. During one of those times, I also want to encourage the men to lead a brief, 10 minute devotion.  Use the Bible and read a few verses from it or go out and buy a book of Christian devotions.  Read it together with your wife and then ask some relevant questions of her about it, Be sure to tell her what you think, and then pray afterward. If any of this is new for you, I imagine you will see some positive effects from it .. and I would encourage you to keep it up. 
CCL: Both the prophet Jeremiah and the prophet Isaiah rightly said that God is potter and we are the clay.  Their point in this is clear.  God is our Creator .. He made us .. and He will shape us.  In that truth, I suggest that while you may know what a great husband or great wife may look like … you will never become a great husband or great wife, unless you are submitted to God and allow God to mold you like clay into that husband or wife that He wants you to be.

