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“Communion Meditation on the Holiness of God”
INT:  It has been said that FAMILIARTY breeds contempt. Even if it doesn’t breed contempt, it does at least cause us to depreciate the value of something or someone.  When Jesus came to his hometown of Nazareth he said, 4 … "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor."  Mark goes on to record saying that 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. Mark 6:4-5  This is because the people of Nazareth took the presence of Jesus for granted. Familiarity caused them to see him as nothing more than a carpenter’s son who made good, instead of the promised Messiah, God Incarnate, Who came to teach of God’s love, heal the sick, and redeem them from their sin. 

Like the people of Nazareth, many of us take for granted the access we have to our God.  Because of Jesus, we expect to be able to come into God’s Presence any time, any place, any where.  While it is true that Jesus, through the forgiveness he purchased for us on the cross, has made a way for us to freely come into the Holy Presence of God, we must never be so cavalier as to take this gift for granted.  To do so is to lessen our understanding of the HOLINESS of GOD … to depreciate our understanding of SIN and its destructive nature at work in us .. and to cheapen the sacrifice Jesus made on our behalf.  If we are to truly appreciate the GRACE Jesus has made possible through the cross, then we must step back from our familiarity with God, recognizing the HOLINESS and RIGHTEOUS that defines God .. while also recognizing the sinfulness and unworthiness that defines us!  

In Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth, he encouraged the Corinthians to step back from their familiarity with God. 27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  1 Cor 11:27-31
Paul was saying that because some of the Corinthians had not sought the forgiveness of God before they came into His Holy Presence of the Lord in His Supper, they were eating and drinking judgment – some becoming sick, while others actually died as a result.  God’s HOLINESS is an awesome and fearful thing. God’s Holy nature causes Him to judge sin and sinners with a no nonsense, zero-tolerance, one verdict for all approach – DEATH.  EX:  It is why when Adam and Eve sinned, they condemned themselves to death, along with their offspring and descendents.  EX:  It is why when God instituted His Old Testament forgiveness program in the first seven chapters of Leviticus, the life of an animal became the sacrificial offering whose life was substituted for the offender’s life.  EX:  And it is why Paul says in Rom 6:23 “… the wages of sin is death …”   The HOLINESS of God is a fearful and awesome thing. 
IL:  When Moses saw the bush burning by the side of the mountain and heard his name being called, he wrote in Exodus that he walked over to the bush not knowing he was approaching God.  But then he heard God say, 5 "Do not come any closer," … "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 … "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. Ex 3:5-6   Moses knew better than to enter into the Lord’s presence like he might have entered the tent of his father-in law, Jetho.  He did as God commanded and took his sandals off, recognizing that he was standing on HOLY GROUND.  And Moses knew better than to talk with the Lord like he might in a casual conversation with a friend.  Instead, Moses hid his face, not daring to look up, even once, at God. Moses understood that being in God’s Holy presence was a fearful and awesome thing.  He knew that God had every right to judge his sins and be swift in carrying out the verdict, not even giving him a moment of time to repent.  
IL:  When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt into the Promised Land, Israel also understood the Holiness of God was something to be feared. They remembered the miracles of God that delivered them out of slavery, especially the final one that ended with the death of the first born males in all of the Egyptian households.  They had seen how God destroyed Pharaoh’s army, when they acted outside of God’s will and pursued the Israelites.  So by the time they arrived at Mount Sinai and were awaiting God words to them, they were so afraid and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die." Ex 20:19  The Israelites understood that being in God’s Holy presence was a fearful and awesome thing.  God was to be respected. God was to be feared and admired. God was to be worshipped, praised, honored, glorified, and obeyed without question. And as good as it might have seemed to have God on their side .. it was, nevertheless, a terrible and awesome thing.  
OT BE HOLY: When God took His people out of Egypt, he did so to set them apart as a nation of priests and called them into His service.  God promised to bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey. God said to the people of Israel, “Be holy as I am holy.”   And then God gave them 613 Laws that defined the standard of HOLY LIVING .. and promised to pitch His tent and make His dwelling among them.  The Israelites feared God because they knew He would not only judge the nations for their unrighteousness, but that He would also judge the unrighteousness of His people. And though God in his grace, continued to forgive over and over again for their rebellion … he eventually punished them for their disobedience and sent the nation of Israel into exile.  Now, can you imagine trying to be holy as God is holy? … Can you imagine having to keep 613 separate laws?  The business of sacrifice at the temple of God was so good that people said three things in life were certain – taxes, death, and sacrifices. In fact, there was a never-ending line of people standing before the altar of God, which ran red with the blood of sacrificed animals, day and night.  The people were wise to fear this Holy God …. understanding that while He loved them deeply, while He called them His children, and while He provided for them in all ways … their sinful nature would cause Him to judge them and condemn them for their sins. God’s HOLINESS is an awesome and fearful thing.  

NT BE HOLY: Now you might be tempted to think that it’s been over 3,000 years since God gave those 613 laws.  Surely things have changed.   As gentiles and New Testament saints, we’re not bound by 613 laws. Jesus said that we only need to keep two commandments.  JUST TWO!  But before we go any further, let us not forget that God never changes. He is the same today, yesterday, and forever. He is still a HOLY God … And, in His HOLINESS, God still judges sin and condemns sinners.  And let us also not forget that the resurrected and ascended Jesus told the Apostle John that God still wants His people to be a nation of priests in His service. And let us remember that Matthew records Jesus commanding us to be salt and light to the world, letting our good deeds reveal Him to the world.  And let us remember the Apostle Peter has reminded us that even with 2 commandments, God still wants us to be   “holy as He is holy.”    So how about those 2 little commandments?  How do we faire in keeping them as opposed to 613 laws? Well, who, among us has loved God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength ….. every minute of every day above everything else?  Who among us has not slipped and worshipped at the altar of another god -- pursuing money … success … power … wealth …. homes … cars … and toys of all kinds, above our pursuit of God?  Who among us has never pursued idols that we have created by our own misplaced desires – be it our spouse, our children, our work, our hobbies, or recreation? Who among us has never failed to keep His Sabbath holy or to only speak God’s name with reverence and never carelessly?  
If that is not enough too tell you how you have faired, then what about the second commandment? Have you loved your neighbor as yourself --- making sure that the needs of others are as important to you - if not more important than your own needs? Is there any selfishness in you?  Have you ever tried to avoid a homeless person looking for a handout … or looked away from the never-ending needs of the under-resourced and the marginalized that come within eye shot?  Have you ever cursed someone who angered you, failed to love your enemy, or pray for those who hate you? Have you ever raised your voice or said a cross word to someone who pushes your buttons, instead of speaking words of encouragement that build up them up? Have you ever told the truth without ever twisting it, shaping it, or keeping part of it to yourself?   The answer to these questions for me reveal that I have sinned against God and my neighbors!  I have not lived up to the image of God that He placed within me!  I am not holy as God is holy! 

OUR SAVIOR: Something within us keeps us from being HOLY LIKE GOD.  IT IS SIN!   RC Sproul summed it up well.  “We are not sinners because we sin. We sin because we are sinners.”   This is why the Apostle Paul said, 24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord … Rom 7:24-25a (NLT) In Jesus Christ, God has pitched His tent among us.  In Jesus Christ, God has purchased the forgiveness of our sins.  In Jesus Christ, God has done away with the never ending sacrifices of animals to cover our sin and has chosen to cover us with the extra-ordinary sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, who died upon the cross.  He who knew no sin, became sin for us.  He who did not deserve the judgment cast upon Him, took the judgment for us upon himself.  By his obedience, we are forgiven.  By his death, we are granted a new life .. an exchanged life.  By His life and death and resurrection, Jesus has even gone so far as to IMPUTE his RIGHTEOUSNESS to us.  So that when God looks upon us, God does not see our sin. Instead, God sees the righteousness of Christ that covers us.   Oh yes, Jesus has saved us from our sins, given us a new life, and made a way for us into the Presence of a Holy God!   This is why the writer of Hebrews says, 19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. Heb 10:19-20 (NLT) And this is why the Apostle Paul says, 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Eph 2:8-10 (NLT)  And this is why the Apostle John who was allowed in a vision to see the resurrected and ascended Jesus who sits upon the throne of heaven with His Father wrote of Him, that only He is worthy to open the scroll that reveals God’s fully redemptive plan for the world .. only He is to be called Lord of Lords and King of Kings.   And this is why Jude, the half brother of Jesus, wrote, 20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life…. 24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. Jude 1:20-21, 24-25 
COMMUNION CHARGE:  Today, it is our privilege to gather around this table and remember all that Jesus has done for us in the cross.  Let us not come to this table with any sense of familiarity .. Let us not diminish the holiness of God nor take for granted the mercy and grace that God has so generously lavished upon us in Christ … Let us, instead, come to this table realizing, in awe and reverence, that God is a HOLY, LOVING FATHER … and how privileged we are, because of Jesus’ sacrifice, to be standing in His very presence, upon this Holy ground. This ground is NOT hallowed because this is a church … but because the HOLY Presence of God is with us, here in this place, right now.   I invite you, to join me in signifying this by taking off your shoes for the rest of the service .. just as Moses did when he came before the Lord in the burning bush. If for some reason you cannot .. or should you choose not to, no one here will think any less of you.  I have not asked you to take off your shoes so that your piety can be compared to someone else. But only so that you can act in a way that recognizes GOD’S HOLY PRESENCE in this place!
CONFESSION:  I also ask you to take time this morning to search your heart and confess your sins before God. The Bible teaches that … 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9  Please sit quietly and examine yourself for now… so that, as the Apostle Paul instructed the Corinthians, you will not eat or drink condemnation unto yourselves. If you wish, you may even choose to kneel where you are in prayer. Do as the Lord is moving you to do.  And then, in a few minutes, I will come back to the table and offer the words of remembrance.  Then, when you are ready, you may come up individually to receive communion.
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