“Hanging of the Greens” Meditation

In the hymn, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” we are reminded of the anticipation and hope of the promised Savior.  Like a thread that runs throughout the Old Testament - from the fall in the Garden of Eden through the prophets - God promises to send a Savior who will save His people from their sins. That promise was fulfilled in the life, sacrificial death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ … the promised, long awaited Messiah.
But as God promised in the Garden, Jesus came not only to be the hope of Israel … he came as the hope of the entire world.  In the cross, Jesus has done what not one of us could ever do for ourselves.  He set us free from sin and eternal death by purchasing our forgiveness on the cross. Gal 4:4-5 says, 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
In Christmas, we celebrate the birth of the Savior who brings the hope of redemption to all the world .. that all people might become sons of the Father in heaven by believing in the saving work of His Son, Jesus.  In Christmas, we not only celebrate the fulfillment of past promises from God … but like those who have gone before us, we also wait and remember a new promise from of God and await its fulfillment …. that our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ will come again in due time to usher in a new heaven and a new earth. 
This year, as you celebrate Christmas, I invite you to focus on it’s true meaning and don’t let all the folderol and hype get you off track. To help you may I suggest an acronym to help you.  The acronym DID.  As you remember “Christmas is about DID,” I hope it will bring to mind two things.  First of all, DID means Do It Differently this year.  Do Christmas differently. Don’t let Christmas become diminished by the materialism that has so characterized our culture. Don’t make it about gifts and presents. Make it about sharing Jesus Christ, the hope of the world with family, friends, and people everywhere.  The current economic downturn is a perfect opportunity to make the shift.  Be intentional and Do It Differently this year.  
Secondly, DID means Christmas is about what God DID for us in Jesus Christ.  Please look up at the screen.

Slide 1:  We are all born separated from God.  The Bible tells us the reason for this is because our ancestors, Adam and Eve sinned against God.  While God is a loving God, He is also Holy.  Holiness means that God has nothing to do with sin.  God’s holiness judges and destroys sin as well as everything connected to it.  This is why in God’s love for Adam and Eve, He chose to send them out of His Presence.  The consequence of their sin is death.  And this is why, we, their ancestors, find ourselves living in a finite world, separated from God, where death is our end. 

Slide 2 – There are only 2 ways back to God.  Either, we must be without sin … or that sin must be removed.  Unfortunately, sin is in our very DNA … we sin without even knowing it.  It is not possible of us to be without sin. 

Slide 3 – Religion is how humankind has tried to deal with sin and separation from God.  Religion is about doing the right thing to keep from sinning. It implies that by doing the right thing, it will atone for our previous sins.  But it cannot remove the sins we have already committed against God.  There is nothing you or I can do about that. 

Slide 4 -  Fortunately for us … while God is a holy God judging all sin, God also loves us deeply. God wants a relationship with us.  While His holiness requires that sin be judged … in His love for us, God has made a way for us to connect us with Him … It is through what He DID to remove our sins.
Slide 5 -  God built a bridge that spans the separation between us and Him. We call that bridge FORGIVENESS.  His forgiveness removes our sin.  His forgiveness is the only way to an eternal relationship with God. 

Slide 6 – The bridge of FORGIVENESS is the CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST.  God tells us in His Word, that the second member of the Godhead – the WORD --- incarnated and became flesh.  He is the SON.  He was righteous and without sin.  He took the judgment for our sins upon himself when he died upon the cross.  We are born again when in our hearts we confess that Jesus was the Son of God … Jesus died to purchase to MY forgiveness … and confess him as LORD.  While we must still die a physical death, we will never die what the Bible calls the “second death” or “spiritual death.”  Instead, we will live on in eternity with God. 

CCL: Make sure that above all else this year, Christmas is about what God DID for you in Jesus Christ! 
Invitation to draw close to Christ
Prayer

Christmas Creed

