“The Jesus Test”

Luke 5:1-11

INT:  This year, Christmas was one of the best.  I very much enjoyed being with my 14.5 month old grandson, Dominic. And my Christmas present made me fell like a kid again.  It was a 47 pound, 9 month old, Hungarian Vizsla.  I wanted to name him BO .. but it just didn’t fit.  I even thought about calling him Craig, because he’s handsome and smart …… and because none of my children will ever name a son after me .. but I finally settled on the name Edison. 

When I got Edison 3 weeks ago, he had never been separated from his brothers and sisters. He had no training or socialization with human beings or others dogs.  As a result, when I took him, he became extremely timid and fearful  In fact, when I accidently dropped the leash during one of our morning walks, it so scared him that he took off for home with the leash dragging behind him, making all kinds of noise. My neighbor thought is was pretty funny. IL:  At first, I noticed that when Edison and I went walking, he kept his eyes upon me most of the time. He almost never pulled at the leash, testing its 16 foot limit.  Instead, he would meander back and forth in front, constantly looking up and back to make sure that I was there and that he was safe.  ANAL:  This reminded me of when I first came to embrace the Lord .. or, when I have those times of greatest spiritual renewal  At those times, God is clearly the leader that I follow.  Like Edison, I find myself looking back and up to make sure that I am walking with God … not pulling him along or merely walking by myself.  IL:  Now that Edison has gotten comfortable with me and more familiar being around people and other dogs, he not only goes out to the end of the leash … but if I allow him, he will tug and pull at it, at least until he gets afraid.  ANAL: Like Edison, as I find myself more and more comfortable in my “spirituality” and more familiar with the Lord, I find that I can forget to keep looking up to the Lord.  One of the things that Casar Millan, aka Dog Whisperer, says about walking your dog is that you must be out front walking him … not him walking you. And that’s how it is with God.

TS: Jesus said, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.”  He invites us to become his disciples .. to walk with him by following him.  But to do so requires humility, allowing him to walk out in front instead of you.  It is this humility causes us to SUBMIT our hearts and minds to the authority of God .. and thereby, to become OBEDIENT to the Will of God. Only those who are humble enough to SUBMIT to their TEACHER can be a DISCIPLE.  SUBMISSION is a voluntary act, critical to the learning process, in which the student yields power, control, or authority to the Teacher. 
None of us would argue that to be a disciple of Jesus is to be submitted to the teachings of Jesus and to God’s Word.  Jesus, himself, was submitted to God’s Word, citing not only scripture when he answered the temptations of the devil .. but constantly teaching people from scripture, both inside and outside of the synagogue.  While we might readily acknowledge that a disciple of Jesus is submitted to Jesus and to God’s Word …. we may, on the other hand, chaff against human authority … even though God’s Word  teaches that we are to also be submitted to human authority. God’s Word teaches that every person, who is under a legitimate authority, must obey that authority unless such obedience would violate the revealed will of God. So we read,  Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Rom 13:1  Most often, the point of submission to HUMAN AUTHORITY is where our submission to God is really tested.

PROP:  In fact, I would like to propose that if the Apostle John can say, “If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen,” 1 John 4:20 then surely we can conclude, How can anyone submit to God whom he/she cannot see, if he/she does not submit to those in authority whom he/she can see?  So today is the first message in a series about the practical humility of submission in the Christian life.

BIG IDEA: The practical humility of submission in the Christian life begins with submission to Christ.  Please open up your Bibles to Luke 5:1-11.  

BACK:  This was not the first time Jesus had contact with these fishermen.  In the previous chapter of Luke, we are told that early on in his ministry, Jesus often taught in the synagogue of Capernaum … where Peter, James and John would have attended.  We are told that after healing a man in the synagogue, Jesus went to the home of Simon and healed his mother-in-law.  Matthew and Mark record in their gospels that previously, Jesus had invited them to come and follow him … and Jesus promised to make them fishers of men.   In the Gospel of John, we learn that Peter first learned of Jesus when Andrew told his brother Peter that he had found the Messiah.  Apparently, Simon (that is - Peter), James and John had been part of the crowds who listened to Jesus … but they were not yet full-time disciples.
TEXT:  1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee – see maps), with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. (The men in the boat were done fishing and were cleaning up.  This involved washing their nets and stretching them out to dry so they would not rot and break.). 3 He (Jesus) got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.  (The northern shore of the Sea of Galilee offers a natural amphitheater where thousands could sit and listen to the teaching of Jesus.  If the wind was blowing from the south, it would carry the sound of Jesus’ voice out to all the people.  This is why Jesus got into the boat and taught from there.)  4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. (No doubt, the sun had been out for a while.  That meant that if it wasn’t hot already, it was getting hot. Every fisherman knows that when the water temperature rises, the fish go deep to stay cool and hang suspended in the water. This makes them very hard to catch, especially with a net that is not designed to sink deep .. like they fished with.  On the Sea of Galilee, fisherman fished at night.  Peter was saying to Jesus, “Hey Jesus, you’re a great rabbi, but fishing is my business.  You may know about Godly stuff, but I know a lot more about fishing … and now is not the time to try to catch fish.”  But the word he used here for MASTER is a unique word used to denote a person in authority.  It is not just any person in authority, but a chief commander.  By using this word, Peter was acknowledging the authority of Jesus was way above him.  This is why Peter went on to say ….. ) But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  (Unbeknownst to Peter, those words, - because you say so, meant that he just passed THE JESUS TEST) 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  (For a boat to be so filled with fish that it was laying that low in the water had to be the catch a lifetime.  We actually know a lot about the kind of fishing boat they were in because of a fishing boat that was discovered buried in the Sea of Galilee. It dates back to the time of Jesus. The boat is approximately 25.5 feet long, 7.5 feet wide, and 4.1 feet high … not unlike the size of a deck boat you might see on the Chain of Lakes. It would hold anywhere from 3 to 5 fishermen, along with the fish they caught.)  8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. (Peter had seen Jesus heal.  Peter had heard Jesus teach. And now Peter and his friends had witnessed a miraculous catch of fish. No wonder Luke says they were ALL ASTONISHED.  Peter’s reaction is understandable.  By now, Peter was convinced that Andrew was correct --- Jesus is the Messiah, God Incarnate, the Promised One of God.  This is why Peter fell before Jesus and acknowledged both his sinfulness and his fear of Jesus’ holiness.  It is not unlike the reaction of Isaiah when he was brought into the throne room, before the very presence of God.)   Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.   This is when Peter, James, and John .. as well as Andrew and what could amount to as many as three others became full-time disciples of Jesus.

The Jesus Test:  By this time in Jesus’ life, he was a rabbi.  While he was making a name for himself, he did, as yet, have any disciples.  It’s interesting that Jesus chose fisherman to be his first disciples.  While these men could have been intelligent … clearly, they were not the best discipleship material.  The best candidates selected to be a rabbi’s disciple were chosen by the age of 14.  All Jewish boys from the age of 6 to 10 went to school at the synagogue. This school was called Bet Sefer. During these years they memorized Torah, the first 5 books of the Old Testament. The best of these students were invited to continue their schooling in Bet Talmud where they would memorize the rest of Hebrew scripture or the Old Testament.  At the age of 14, only the best of the best continued to study. They would go to a well-respected rabbi and tell him that they would like to be his talumdeen (student or disciple) and attend his Bet Midrash (that is, house of study).  If the rabbi thought you to be intelligent enough and capable of carrying on in his tradition, he would invite you to “Come and follow me.”  But if NOT, the rabbi would say, “Ah, my son, you know Torah well enough. But you are not able to be my tulmudeen.  Go home, make babies, and pray that they will become rabbis.”  These fishermen had not made the grade as boys. In fact, the Gospel accounts tell us nothing about them that would make them excellent candidates to the talmudeen of Jesus.  Even so, the Gospels tell us that Jesus had previously invited them to follow him.  And on this day, he gave them their entrance exam – The Jesus Test.  The Jesus Test did not involve memorization and regurgitation of verses from the Bible. The Jesus Test did not involve the writing of an essay …  nor answering true/false or multiple choice questions.  The Jesus Test was a simple, straight forward test.  Jesus instructed these men who knew much more about fishing then he did to go out in the middle of the day … when no one in their right mind fishes on the Sea of Galilee … and drop their nets.  I imagine that as the other fishermen who saw Peter and the others put back out into the lake, couldn’t believe their eyes. Perhaps, they even started laughing. Certainly, the crowd by the shore must have wondered why these crazy fisherman were going back out into the lake at this time of day.  No self-respecting fisherman would do such a foolish thing.  Yet they did …because JESUS said so … and they not only caught a miraculous number of fish … but they were miraculously caught up in the net that Jesus so graciously cast over them to become his tulmudeen. 

APPL: For the rest of the message I want us to think consider those all important words of Peter, because you say so!  I wonder how many of us would risk embarrassment to follow Jesus and do what he says regardless of what you think or others might think … just because HE says so. IL: I wonder if in your area of expertise -- be it business, teaching, management, medicine, or whatever .. would you do something when it seems to make little sense, just because HE says so?  IL: Will you reinvest yourself in a failing relationship -- be it with your spouse, a child, or a former friendship just because HE says so .. even though it means that you will be making yourself vulnerable one more time to pain or sadness? IL:  Will you trust your husband’s leadership to follow him or love your wife deeply enough to listen to her input in this new year just because HE says so .. even though you’re not sure the other will live up to their responsibilities?  IL:  Will you let go of a grudge you’ve been carrying and forgive someone in this new year just because HE says so .. even though that person doesn’t deserve it and may hurt you again?  IL: Will you put limits on the amount of time you spend working and spend more time with your family in this new year just because HE says so .. even though it frightens you?  IL: Will you give up your job and seek out another in this new year just because HE says so .. even though there are no guarantees?  IL:  Will you listen to the criticism offered by your harshest critic and honestly consider it in this new year just because HE says so .. even though you know that person would never do the same with you?  IL: Will you quit spending more than you earn and live within or beneath your means in this new year just because HE says so .. even though it will mean a lifestyle change for you and the family?  IL: Will you make tithing to the Lord a priority and trust God to provide for all you need in this new year just because HE says so … even if it you are afraid?  IL:  Will you participate in a small group or a bible study like ABF in this new year just because HE says so .. even though you’ve always said “that’s fine for someone else, but it’s not for me?”  IL:  Will you participate in Ascend, a Men’s or a Women’s group and be about giving to others in this new year just because HE says so .. not because there is something it in for you to get for yourself? IL: Will you develop new habits like reading the bible or praying early in the morning in this new year just because HE says so .. even though it will mean 30 less minutes of sleep of every day.  IL: Will you change your language, give up telling crude jokes, or stereotyping people because they are different in this new year just because HE says so .. even though your not sure you want to?  IL:  Will you serve in the church … look for ways to help the under-resourced … express God’s love to the stranger or alien in this new year just because HE says so .. even though it is hard for you or will add to your all too busy schedule?  IL: Will you submit to those in authority over you and serve them as you would the Lord in this new year just because HE says so .. even though you secretly think they are not as smart as you … or that you know better what to do? IL:  Will you step out in faith in some new way with Jesus in this new year just because HE says so .. even though it doesn’t come natural to you?
PASSING THE TEST:  The JESUS TEST may not be the GMAT, LSAT or MCATS of religious graduate school … but it is nevertheless a challengingly test …. and your answer will determine how you live the rest of your life.  The JESUS TEST is saying YES to Jesus when everything else may be telling you NO.  It is saying YES TO JESUS when the facts don’t add up, but doing it that way because Jesus asks you to trust him above yourself and your own understanding.  It is saying YES TO JESUS … getting outside of your comfort zone and stepping out in faith with him.  It is saying to Jesus ----- because YOU say so, I WILL.
GOSPEL:  I want to say today that our relationship with Jesus begins in just this way … saying YES to JESUS. It is recognizing that above all else the only way to be right with God is to accept the way God has provided for your relationship with Him -- through the forgiveness he purchased for you on the cross. It begins by asking Jesus to forgive you.  And then, trusting Jesus to lead you the rest of way home.  It’s a choice …not an inherited right.  And if you have never made that choice, then I invite you to do so today.  This is the beginning of everything with God. If you’re looking to do your life differently, then start this new year right with God!
As I prepare to close, I want to encourage you to act upon this message.  ACTION ITEMS:  Make submission to God your #1 priority in 2009. 1) Look to God’s Word for His revealed wisdom --- Join ABF at our church --- Do a bible study in a small group … Read the Bible daily. 2) Pray constantly --- bring all of your decisions, concerns, and worries to him ---  ask others to pray with you and for you.  …. 3) Listen & look for Holy Spirit --- He is the Spirit of truth Who makes God’s Word understandable --- look for what He is telling you through His Word, through your circumstances, and through others. 4) Take a leap of faith and risk with Jesus.  Don’t keep doing the same old, same old.  Do something new with Jesus.  Tell the Lord, because YOU say so, I WILL .. and then, follow through.
CCL:  I invite you to make submission to Jesus your most important resolution of the year.  Join me in taking a lesson from Edison ---- as you walk forward, keep looking up and back … keep looking for Jesus … don’t try to walk him, but walk with him … be his talmudeen like Peter and the others  … do whatever you do, because He says so, and pass the Jesus test for yourself!
