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Ripple On

1 Tim 4:1-16

INT: Most of you have heard of Helen Keller. At 19 months, a disease left her blind and deaf.  As a child, her ill-tempered demeanor and handicaps made her impossible to help. It appeared that she would be lost in a world of darkness -- without sound, unable to communicate with the world around her.  But Helen eventually overcame her challenges to become one of the world’s most remarkable people. As an adult, the ripples she generated by her life improved conditions for the blind and deaf throughout the world … and continues to do so even today. BUT Helen would have never been able to make such an impact, had it not been for the ripple upon her life generated by Anne Sullivan, her remarkable and devoted teacher. Of course, not all of us can or will be famous as a Helen Keller ... or as a Pastor Jim. But all of us can and do generate ripples that affect others.  
Whether we know it or not .. whether it is our intention or not .. our lives ripple out and impact others.   IL:  What we say and how we say it … what we do and how we go about doing it is like a pebble thrown into a pond at perfect rest .. The water is still and at rest until the pebble strikes it.  Then, as the calm water swallows up the pebble, a ripple is generated .. a single, solitary ripple.  And that ripple, in turn, generates other ripples. All of these ripples, emanating out from the source which is no longer present.  God created us to generate ripples. In fact, He wants us to ripple outward with His love so people everywhere will understand that the God of the Universe loves them.  Jesus said, 16 let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Mat 5:16
TS: Last fall, we began working on the fourth and final initiative of Vision 2010 --- raising the value of loving and serving others beyond the church.  We speak about it as Reaching SEEKERS … or as OUTFLOW.  It’s all about finding ways as individuals and as a church community to touch people’s lives positively for the Lord without any consideration of what’s in it for me or us. We learned last fall that God doesn’t want us to give out of the poverty of our lives, but out of the abundance of life, love, joy, and blessing that He pours out into our lives.  The Apostle John recorded that Jesus said to the woman at the well,  14 Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst—not ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing fountains of endless life." John 4:14 (MSG) God wants His love, life, joy, and blessing to so fill us that it spills out like water overflowing from a fountain to the world around us – to our families, our co-workers and friends, the community in which we live, and beyond to the far reaches of the earth.   The analogy we used for this was a four tiered fountain, with each tier representing a different sphere in which God’s love is to continue to spill out into.  On the last Sunday in October, I challenged everyone to do random acts of kindness as expressions of God’s love to people.  For each act of love you did, I asked you to place a penny in this jar.  The goal was to fill this jar with 3,000 pennies by Christmas.  Christmas came and went with the jar 2/3’s full.  Not our goal .. but not bad.  As time continued on and out attention got diverted, I noticed the pennies being placed in the jar slowed way down.  Easter came and went with the jar 7/8’s full.  Today, I am declaring the jar is full. I want to celebrate this with you and want us to pray over the acts of love and people this jar and pennies represent.  While the experiment has not been a resounding success … it nevertheless had a positive impact and raised our awareness of living outward focused lives.  Further, one of the lessons we can take away from this experiment is that rippling outward with God’s love for others is something that REQUIRES CONTINUING INTENTIONALITY on our part! 

I invite you now to open up your Bibles to 1 Tim 4.  In this passage, the Apostle Paul instructs his young protégé, Timothy, to be intentional about living a life that will ripple out and affect others in a positive and godly way. 
BCKGRD:  Timothy and Paul were very close.  Acts tells us that Paul mentored Timothy personally and took him with him on his some of his missionary journeys.  Five of Paul’s letters cite a greeting from Timothy, as well as Paul.   Paul trusted Timothy implicitly.  He sent Timothy on several crucial missions as his personal emissary.  Listen to what Paul wrote to the Philippians. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. Phil 2:22-23  By the time Paul wrote his First Letter to Timothy, Paul was in  prison at Rome. Timothy was pastoring the church at Ephesus. As a young pastor, Timothy faced all sorts of pressures, conflicts, and challenges from without and within the church.  Paul wrote this letter to instruct and encourage Timothy. His advice in Chapter 4 speaks volumes about living a life that ripples outward and impacts others with God’s love.  In verses 1-6, Paul instructs Timothy to BE GOOD.  Paul instructs Timothy to teach, do, and say only what is right, commanding and encouraging him to be a GOOD pastor.  6 If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus …. 1 Tim 4:6 The Greek word for GOOD here means to be OF GOOD, MORAL CHARACTER.  You might expect that. But the word also implies this is ADVANTAGEOUS. EX: For instance we read, 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble and sin, cut it off and throw it away from you; it is BETTER (MORE PROFITABLE and WHOLESOME) for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into everlasting fire. Mat 18:8 (AMP) This Greek word also implies that it this goodness is BEAUTIFUL and ATTRACTIVE TO OTHERS. Again, look at how this very same word is translated in another verse of the Bible. 5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with BEAUTIFUL stones and with gifts dedicated to God …  Luke 21:5  In verses 7-12, Paul instructs Timothy to BE GODLY.  The word godly also means PIETY.  In this, Timothy is to teach and model what is right, being a godly pastor. Paul writes, 7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be GODLY. 1 Tim 4:7  Finally, Paul instructs Timothy to GROW IN SPIRITUAL MATURITY. 15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.1 Tim 4:15-16  In a sense, this chapter lays out a simple formula for HOW TO RIPPLE ON. 
AP: If you want to be effective in reaching out with God’s love you must first, be of good, moral character.   IL:  If you wonder what that means, think of it this way.  If whatever you are thinking about doing, you would mind seeing pictures of or reading about in tomorrow morning’s Chicago Tribune … don’t do it. It’s not of good, moral character.  Our study over the last 3 weeks from Colossians 3:12-17 has focused us on several character traits that reflect the values of good, moral character like COMPASSION, KINDNESS, HUMILITY, GENTLENESS and PATIENCE.  This is the kind of character God wants us to have.  Second, if you want to be effective in reaching out with God’s love, be godly.  To be godly means to live in a such way that God’s Word is reflected in your values, your character, and your conduct. IL:  A heckler came to see a passion play that was going on during Holy Week.  This guy was so obnoxious that the man who was playing Jesus actually  stopped while he was carrying the cross, reached over, and punched the heckler.  When the play was over, the director spoke with the man playing Jesus and reprimanded him.  The next night, the heckler returned. He was even more obnoxious.  Again, the man playing Jesus put down the cross, walked over, and punched the guy.  After the play the director told him in no uncertain terms that this cannot happen again.  If it does, he will out of the play. As you can imagine, on the next night the heckler showed up again.  And once again, he outdid himself.  But this time, the man playing Jesus stopped, looked at the man and said, “I’ll see you after the resurrection!”  Do you think the man who played Jesus reflected Jesus? Do you think he reflected what it says in God’s Word about turning the other cheek? … about forgiving? … or about shaking the dust from your feet and ignoring him altogether?  His lack of godliness probably did more to testify to his own need for God’s love, teaching, and influence than it did to ripple outward, reflecting God’s love to others. 
In verses 7-12, Paul lays out this call to GODLINESS.  7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe. 11 Command and teach these things. 12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life (BEHAVIOR), in love, in faith and in purity.    

When we read, set an example, a study of the Greek indicates that is a command .. not a suggestion .. not an encouragement .. not a choice .. not a “do it if you want to” kind-of-thing.  Further, the study of the Greek indicates that while we are commanded to set an example, it is nevertheless God acting on us and in us that makes it possible for us to set an example.  You can muster up all the willpower you have and it won’t necessarily happen.  It is and must be the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in us.  It is God in us saying, “Ripple on!  Your life is meant to touch others.  Be an example for them.  Touch them with the truth of my love that has touched you.”  AP: Some of you, mistakenly thing that you have to be perfect in setting an example.  You don’t have to be perfect.  The next point about progressing in spiritual maturity makes this clear.  You have to be a WORK-IN-PROGRESS. People should be able to see change in you over time.  If your character is not progressing and maturing spiritually, then perhaps the Spirit is not at work in you. This probably means one of 3 things:  You are not really a Christ follower …. You are a Christ follower, but stifling the work and promptings of the Holy Spirit in you … OR, you have been so effective at stifling the Holy Spirit that you have become like hard-hearted Pharaoh, unable to hear and respond to God any longer.  I implore all of you to take a close look at yourself and respond by allowing Jesus to be your Savior and Lord …. and/or by repenting from whatever you are doing that is keeping or has kept you from Him!

The areas we are to focus upon in terms of godliness and spiritual maturity are our SPEECH, BEHAVIOR, LOVE, TRUST, and PURITY. How we act in these areas impact others. Today, I’m just going to tease out the topic of speech. But I encourage to take one topic per day this week and think about how your BEHAVIOR .. or LOVE .. or TRUST .. or PURITY can and does ripple out and impact others. AP: SPEECH - When it comes to your words, it’s not only about what you say, but how you say it as well that ripples out on others. The Apostle James tells us in James 3 that learning to control our tongue is of utmost importance. EX: He likens the tongue to a rudder on a ship.  Though the rudder is relatively small compared the rest of the ship, the ship goes where the rudder directs it.  Although what we say may represent a small portion of our lives, it nevertheless directly influences us and others.  IL:  When our children were younger, Marsha and I had our disagreements about parenting.  We would get so frustrated that eventually we went to see a counselor to get some coaching. It always killed me because it meant that I would have to spend $120 to hear some counselor tell us what I had been pretty much saying all along.  Finally, when the kids were in their teens, it dawned on me that one of the reasons Marsha couldn’t hear what I saying or didn’t want to hear what I was saying was because of the way I was saying it.  She didn’t agree with me and probably wasn’t listening to well, anyway.  But yelling didn’t make her listen more carefully.  In fact, when my voice rose in volume, her ears became increasing deaf. It’s not just what you say to people, but how you say it that counts.  For those of you who raise your voice when you get frustrated, you can keep doing it and justify it to yourself because you know down deep he or she isn’t really listening to you.  Or, you can do something about it by changing you. You see, it’s not about whether he or she is listening to you.  You can’t change or control the other person.  You can only change yourself.  So when you stand before the Lord on judgment day, you won’t have to answer for their willingness to listen or failure to listen to you.  You will answer for how you spoke regardless of how they listened.   How they listen is between them and God.  We read in the Proverbs, 21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and they who indulge in it shall eat the fruit of it [for death or life]. Pro 18:21 (AMP) ACTION ITEMS: 1) Make a point this week of saying at least 10 positive things during the day to other people around you  - especially within your family. Compliment them, encourage them, love on them in this way and see what kind of ripples that sets in motion with them.  2) If you are a person who gets excited and raises your voice, I want to encourage you to be conscious of the impact this has upon others.  Ask for a time out, get calm, and then start over. Do it as many times as it takes to speak calmly. Who knows, they actually might hear what you are saying … or not. But at least you will know that you are trying .. and you know what, the more you do it, they will know it also.  3) Attend tonight’s class from 6 to 8 PM, we will be providing a class called How To Thread A Camel Through the Eye of a Needle; Sharing the Gospel in a Culture of Affluence.  You’ll learn how to talk with others about your faith.
Third, if you want to be effective in reaching out with God’s love, GROW in spiritual maturity. As I said earlier, you don’t have to be perfect.  But you do have to make progress if you want to your ripple to have any impact. Often times, people remain naive and childish in their faith.  When Jesus said, “Have faith like a child,” he wasn’t giving us permission to be childish and immature. He was saying that we are trust God in the same profound and unfettered way a child trusts a parent or grandparent.  IL: My grandson, Dominic is beautiful.  I get to see him most days and I love it.  Every day he seems to change .. to grow .. and he loves it.  He’s sitting up crawling .. learning to eat food from a spoon to name a few  Growth is natural. God created us to grow. But what if your kids decided to stop the growth or maturing process. Can you picture your 22 year old daughter in diapers because she refuses to use the washroom herself?  Can you picture putting a bib on your 37 year old son and feeding him because he refuses to feed himself?  Of course, such things can happen when a tragedy or illness occurs.  But what if this was merely your daughter or son’s choice? Something they prefer! From a spiritual perspective, I see people making that kind of choice when they choose not to read and study the Bible .. and when they choose not to be in relationship with other believers, like being in a small group, where you will not only be loved and helped, but also challenged to grow.  When you refuse to read or study God’s Word .. when you refuse to be in close community with other believers … it limits your relationship with God .. It limits your spiritual maturity … And, it limits your ability to ripple on for God.  If you want to OUTFLOW with God’s love to others … if you are going to leave the FINGERPRINTS of God’s love upon others … if you are going to make ripples that impact others for God, YOU HAVE TO GROW and MATURE SPIRITUALLY or you are not going to be CREDIBLE!  ACTION ITEMS:  1) Join us for the ABF studies at 10:45 on Sunday mornings.  You will learn a lot about the Bible in them.  Those classes exist to raise your biblical literacy.  2) If you’re not part of a small group, join one.  If you don’t know how to get into one, just call the office and we will help you. TS: Let me tell, the more spiritually mature you are, the better life is!  And the better able you are to meet the demands and challenges of life .. the better able to you are help others … and the better able you are to point people to where the real help is ------- our God who is the GREATEST LOVER of all!  Amen?  Amen.
CCL:  Jesus said, 16 …. let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Mat 5:16  …… BE GOOD … BE GODLY … GROW SPIRITUALLY and RIPPLE ON … Generate ripples of God’s love that will bump up against others so that they too will know your Heavenly Father and praise Him!
PRAYER:  Pray over Pennies, Pray for People 
