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“Remembering Heaven’s Best”

John 14:1-14

INT:  It was remarkable sight. People only dreamed that such a thing would ever happen.  Families and friends sat around their TV sets, riveted to the video feed that was being telecast to the nation and the world.  And if you didn’t have a TV, you probably asked your neighbor if you could join them and watch it.  The date was July 20, 1969 … Wonder and awe filled our minds as Neil Armstrong stepped down from the final rung on the ladder of his lunar landing craft and took his first step upon the moon. “One small step for man, one giant step for mankind.”  It was such a remarkable, compelling  thing that we all stopped what we were doing to watch. 

About 3,500 years earlier, a man named Moses, a former prince of prince of Egypt, saw something so remarkable that he couldn’t help himself. He stopped what he was doing to go just to see an incredible sight. He was no longer a prince … but a man on the run … hiding from Egyptian justice far from Egypt in the land of Midian. By now, Moses had become the son-in-law of a Midianite priest named, Jethro … his job – shepherd, working for his father-in-law. That’s when it happened.  One day, as Moses was tending the flock on Mt. Horeb, he saw something so remarkable that he forgot what we was doing and approached this awesome sight --- a bush, burning brightly, but not consumed by the fire. As he approached, he heard his name called out … “Moses, Moses.”  It was strange to hear a voice. No one else was around. But it didn’t frighten him. He answered, “Yes?”  And then the voice said to Moses, 5 "Do not come any closer, Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob."  Ex 3:5-6a   Realizing Who was talking to him, Moses did as he was commanded. He took off his sandals.  Then, he fell upon the ground and hid his face in fear. A discussion ensued in which God informed Moses that it was time for another job change -- from shepherd to Prophet.  God has selected Moses to lead the people of God out of bondage to Pharaoh and into the land that He had promised to their forefather, Abraham … and to his ancestors.  It was an oasis among the vast, dry, arid lands of the Middle East .. a land that God described as dripping with milk and honey. Moses protested. He knew that he was not up for the daunting task. Yet, God answered all of his concerns as He removed the objections, one by one.  Finally, Moses asked God, “What if they ask me to tell them Your name?  Who do I tell them has sent me?’  God replied, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" Ex 3:14
TS:  In the name God told Moses to give to the Israelites, God described Himself as the One Who Is Always Present.  He was saying,  “I WAS .. I AM .. and I ALWAYS WILL BE.”  Is it any wonder that the Bible describes God as the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow?  Is it any wonder that because of He always is present, His purposes will always be fulfilled?  And is it any wonder, that when this God came down from heaven and walked among us as a man, He revealed himself to us in the words, “I AM?”  When Jesus said, “I AM the Bread of Life” … he was saying I AM the “I AM.”   When Jesus said, “I AM the Light of the World” … he was saying I AM the “I AM.” When Jesus said, “I AM the Good Shepherd” … he was saying I AM the “I AM.”  When Jesus said, “I AM the True Vine” … he was saying I AM the “I AM.” When Jesus said, “I AM the Before ABRAHAM” …  he was saying I AM the “I AM.”  And when Jesus said, “I AM the Way, the TRUTH, and the LIFE.” … he was saying I AM the “I AM.”  
While we might miss these as declarations of Jesus, revealing himself as the “I AM,”  those who heard Jesus say them did not miss their meaning.  When people heard Jesus say these things, they were either deeply offended and disturbed -- believing him to be blaspheming God …  OR, they were excited and greatly encouraged -- believing that as they listened to Jesus they were hearing from the lips of God.  Throughout this season the Church calls Lent, we will look at what Jesus tells us about himself in these Instant Messages .. these “I AM” statements that give us an instant glimpse of God.  

FOCUS:  As we investigate the deeper meaning of Jesus’ words, we will not only see a clearer picture of Jesus … but we will also a more intimate picture of God and His great love for us.  I believe that as a result, we will be irresistibly drawn even closer to Him. Please open up your Bibles to John 14.

BCKGD for TEXT:  Jesus and the disciples had entered Jerusalem for the Passover.  While Jesus had told them they were going there so that he could fulfill his purpose by giving up his life … they simply didn’t understand.  Their eyes were veiled from the truth that was about to unfold.  Yet, the time was quickly approaching.  As they gathered together in the Upper Room to eat the Passover Meal, Jesus began by washing their feet and instructing them to be servants above all else. Over the course of the meal the discussion turned to the apparent heaviness on Jesus’ heart.  That’s when Jesus told them that on this night one of them was going to betray him. A little later, Judas walked out as the events to the fulfillment of Jesus’ life began to unfold with amazing speed.  It was then that Jesus spoke WORDS OF COMFORT to his friends.  He knew that after he was arrested .. condemned  … and led to the cross to die a horrible death .. that panic, fear, and confusion would set in.  This is why Jesus spoke to them words of HOPE that they would be reminded of later …. and words of ASSURANCE that they would remember when the time was right .. and words of ENCOURAGEMENT that they would recall and draw strength from in the aftermath.  

TEXT:As Jesus spoke in tender tones to his friends, he began with WORDS of HOPE. 1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
TRUST: The Bible describes the heart as the core of our person.  We are reminded in scripture that each of us is responsible to take care of our hearts.  Prov 4:23 says, Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  Life is filled with trouble.  When it finds its way into your life, it will stir your heart and agitate you to fear, doubt, sadness, worry, perhaps even anger and despair.  Do not yield your heart to these things. AP: A firm trust in God the Father and in Jesus, the Son, will relieve your soul and sustain you through all of life’s tests and trials.  Remember, the Father and Son are working together for your eternal good .. You are in their hands!  
The disciples would soon be facing the ultimate trouble and test – the death of Jesus .. and possibly their own death.  In the face of this, Jesus was reminding them that this world is not the end game.  It is only a dress rehearsal for the real thing.  This is why Jesus was promising them a home in heaven with God … a home that he was preparing for them, himself  .. a home that he will personally escort them to one day.  The Bible teaches that this body we inhibit is made of the dust of this earth.  When death comes, it will return to the earth, from which it came.  God said to Adam int he Garden of Eden … “For dust you are and unto dust you will return, ” (Gen 3:19b).  But we need not despair.  Death is not our end. On that day, when death comes, Jesus promises that we who trust him for the forgiveness of our sins and for our life in God .. we will live on.  Jesus will come and take our spirit into the Presence of the Heavenly Father. These are not just words of hope from a man … but a promise from God-in-the-flesh.  So my friends, hear what Jesus says ---- Fear not the troubles of this world … they are temporal.  Fear not the tests that come your way … they are momentary.  Fear not death … it is only a doorway to eternal life.  Stand guard over your heart. Keep it grounded in the promises of God!  Trust God! Trust Jesus!
TEXT:  As Jesus continued speaking to the disciples, tone shifted from the softness of COMPASSIONATE to a tone of GREAT CONVCTION.  Now he spoke WORDS of ASSURANCE to them:  4 You know the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  What Jesus said was nothing short of remarkable.  He was telling them, “I AM is talking to you!”  I AM … as in the God, Who Is Always Present.”  Oh YES, that’s right!  Jesus was saying, “You can trust everything you are hearing because I AM is the one who is promising to make this happen.”  I AM the WAY .. I AM the TRUTH .. I AM THE LIFE.  Jesus is the Way of Forgiveness, dying upon the cross so that we may be forgiven of our sins.  Jesus is the TRUTH of God’s undying love for us  -- the TRUTH about our sinfulness and our need for a Savior.  And Jesus is the LIFE, the life of God-in-flesh that death could not contain .. the LIFE that was given for that we may have eternal life with him.  Then he concluded, “There is no other way to the Father, but through ME!” 
WAY, TRUTH, LIFE:  Earlier, as they celebrated the Passover Feast, Jesus commanded them to remember him  as the broke bread.  They were to remember Him as the WAY of FORGIVENESS that he provided through what he was about to do on the cross. As he took the bread and broke it, Jesus said, “Take and eat, this is body.” Mat 26:26  They ate it together.  Then later on, at the end of the meal, Jesus would take the Elijah cup and lift it up.  But he would not say the usual blessing with in.  Instead, Jesus said, "Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Mat 26:27b-28  And they drank for it together.  My friends, hear what Jesus said ---- I AM God.  I AM providing the WAY for YOU to ETRNITY with ME through FORGIVENESS … the forgiveness that I am purchasing for you by my sacrificial death upon the cross.  I AM the TRUTH of God’s amazing love for you … And I AM the LIFE that gives LIFE to you.  
TEXT:  Then, I imagine that as Jesus continued to speak, his tone changed once again. This time he spoke like a wise teacher offering his students them not merely WORDS of ENCOURAGEMENT, but a vision of God that would keep their lives on track.  He said,  7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. John 14:1-14   Jesus went on to tell the disciples that another was coming to take his place … the Holy Comforter .. the Holy Spirit .. God-In-Us, who , Jesus promised, would take up residence within them and allow them to live their lives in the same power that Jesus had lived his life.
I AM:  Jesus was telling his friends … I AM GOD. When you saw me, you saw the Father.  When you heard me speak, you heard the Father. When you were touched by me, you were touched by the Father.  Now, my time with you in this venue has come to an end. But do not fear.  You will be not alone.  I am going to send to you another, to take my place --- the HOLY COMFORTER .. the PARAKLETE … the SPIRIT of GOD .. and He will reside in you. No matter what difficulty or circumstance you face, He will assist you.  As I drew my strength and the power to be obedient to God through from His working in me …. so too, you will draw strength and power from the Holy Spirit. My friends, hear what Jesus said ---- I AM God … The Father and I are one.  As I and the Father have been one, so the Spirit of God, will take up residence within you. He will work in you and through you as the Father has worked in and through me.   
CCL: As that night continued to unfold, Jesus and the disciples left the Upper Room.  Shortly after that, Jesus was arrested. The disciples hid … all except for Peter.  And sadly, as Jesus had predicted, before the dawn of the next morning, Peter had denied Jesus 3 times.  He ran away in shame.  Jesus was found guilty of blasphemy by the High Priest Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin.  They condemned him to death and brought him before Pilate.  Although Pilate saw no crime in Jesus, he has Jesus whipped 39 times .. and then allowed Jesus to die upon the cross. All that Jesus had predicted had came true.  By late afternoon on Friday, Jesus was dead. 
For the disciples, the dream of ushering in the kingdom of God with Jesus had come to an untimely end. The small band stayed put for the Sabbath.  Then, on the next morning, as they prepared to depart for home, Mary Magdalene came to the disciples to tell them that the tomb where Jesus lay was empty.  Peter and John raced to see for themselves.  It was true.  Now, the things that Jesus had said to them during the evening and before began to resonate in their minds.  Later, that day, they saw Jesus for themselves … HE IS ALIVE.     
In the cross, Jesus made a WAY for us to the Father, through the forgiveness that he purchased with His life. He is the TRUE Son of God.  And his LIFE gives us true life.  He is the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE. Thanks be to God. 
ACTION ITEMS:  As I bring tonight’s message to a close, I invite you to begin a very special journey throughout the 40 days of Lent. 1) I invite you to take up the discipline of prayer … and pray with us each day through God and the City – 2009.  2) I invite you to take special care to focus on Jesus and draw closer to him by gaining a clearer picture of him through those instant glimpses of God that he gives us when he tells us that he is “The Great I AM,” .. “The One Who Is Always Present.”  3)  And tonight, I invite you to Remember Jesus is Heaven’s Best by receiving the blessing from any of the 3 stations that are provided for your humble response to the Lord’s promises to you.  The 3 stations are the marking of ashes, the serving of communion, and the anointing of oil.  None of these traditions belongs solely to any one expression of the Christian Church --- not the Catholic Church … nor the Protestant Evangelical Church … nor the Charismatic Church.  They are merely opportunities for you to humbly come before God and remember tonight what God has done for you through Jesus Christ. STATION 1: (A kneeler or prayer bench is to be set up in the corner by the balcony where the table for YOUNG LIFE was set up last Sunday.  As the person kneels, the forehead is marked with the ashes of palms.  The Elder or Pastor says as he marks the forehead, “For dust you are and unto dust you will return.”  The people will move from right to left, allowing them to leave this station, pass along the wall opposite of the stage by the alcove, and walk directly down the center aisle toward the communion table. This station, the marking of ashes, will probably serve the least number of people.)   If you wish, I invite you to begin with the marking of ashes in the far corner by the balcony. In this act of humility, you remember that your life is born in sinfulness.  Death is your inevitable end.  But because of Jesus, you will live on in eternity. Thanks be to God!  If you wish to be marked by ashes tonight, please start with Station 1.  If not, you may begin at Station 2. This will help us all move throughout this building in an orderly fashion, allowing everyone to remain in a prayerful state. STATION 2: (The communion table is to be set up in front of the stage.  The chairs will need to back away from it, making for plenty of room around the table for the Servers to stand in front of it and the people to pass before them.  The 3 Elders and/or Pastors will serve the bread, the cups, and hold a basket for the empty cups.  Each person will come down the center aisle toward the table.  Once they have received the bread, they will move from left to right, south to north, receiving the cup and dropping the cup in a basket. From there they can easily proceed to the anointing of oil. The communion station will probably serve the largest number of people.)  If you wish, I invite you to come to the table and celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Please come down the center aisle as you approach the table.  In this act of humility, you remember your need for the cross .. and how Jesus has redeemed you by his very death and resurrection.  Thanks, be to God!    STATION 3: (A kneeler or prayer bench is to be set up under the cross on the north wall of the Community House.   As the person kneels, the forehead is marked with oil.  The Elder or Pastor says as he marks the forehead, “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit .. be healed MIND, BODY, and SPIRIT. Amen.”  The people will move from left to right, kneel, and then return to their seats. This station, the anointing of oil, will probably serve the second largest number of people.)    If you wish, you are invited to go over to the kneeler under the cross and be anointed with oil.  In this act of humility, you remember your need for the Holy Spirit and His abiding Presence to work and do God’s will in and through you.  Thanks be to God!
Let us PRAY together now, as we prepare to go to any 1, 2, or all of these stations.  
PRAYER
