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“Lift & Cover”

2 Sam 9:1-13

INT:  VIDEO CLIP (1:40) – “Duck and Cover”
TS: The Civil Defense movie, “Duck and Cover” was made in 1950 when tensions were high between the only two atomic powers in the world, Russia and America.  Today’s  message is not “Duck and Cover” but “LIFT and COVER.”  It’s about how we, as recipients of the Lord’s grace, can extend grace to others.  
Grace & the Christian:  While Karma defines the Buddhist and Hindu … the Law defines the Jew … Disciplined morality defines the Muslim … only Christianity is defined by GRACE.  As Christian we too believe that we reap what we sow … we believe in God’s Law .. and we believe in the holiness God calls us to live out in submission to Him. But ONLY we, as Christians, believes in GOD’S GRACE above them all. For us, GRACE abounds everywhere in our experience with God .. from the blood Jesus shed on the cross that covers us with forgiveness … to the gifting of the Holy Spirit, who empowers and enables us to live lives that reflect more of God’s goodness, grace, and love with others.

Fall Study:  This year, our fall study focuses on the book, Gracism, by David Anderson. It challenges us to extend grace to everyone around us  … especially those who are marginalized or on the fringe of society … who are not the beautiful nor the powerful, but the disenfranchised, the overlooked, and the under-resourced.  Digging deeply into 1 Cor 12, Anderson expounds upon what it means to extend grace beyond race, gender, economic and educational status so that we might live out the kingdom values of God.  Backgrd:  The church of Corinth was perhaps one of the most unique churches of the New Testament because of it’s multi-racial makeup.  The early churches of Christendom were primarily made up of Jewish believers who professed Jesus as Messiah.  IL: Gentiles were present within those congregations, but more like pepper seasoning added to a salad than two types of lettuce equally mixed together. It was different at Corinth and this led to its own unique set of challenges.  From Paul’s letter, we know that one of the problems this church encountered was infighting about spiritual giftedness. His answer was to call his fellow believers to unity .. to be one body in Christ. This is why he compared the different members of the church to the different members of the human body .. even suggesting that the smallest, most obscure member has purpose and value in God’s design.  In this, Paul was teaching them that the kingdom values of God are very different from the world. The world values the wealthy, successful, powerful, beautiful, popular people.  Instead, we the COMMUNO SANCTORM, the communion of saints, are to value all people, even the least among us -- looking at them, not through our eyes, but through the eyes of Christ.  In fact, in Paul’s Second Letter to Corinth he wrote, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
 
This week’s reading from Anderson’s book, Chapters 4 & 5, focus on two different words from 1 Cor 12:22-23.  22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with SPECIAL HONOR. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with SPECIAL MODESTY,  Time .. TO HONOR means to LIFT, VALUE as in ENCOURAGEMENT.  Euschmosuh means MODESTY or COVERING VULNERABILITIES as in PROTECTION from embarrassment or shame. In order for us to better understand how we extend grace to others by LIFTING and COVERING, I invite you to open your bibles to 2 Sam 9:1-13. 

TEXT:  1 David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 2 Now there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" "Your servant," he replied. 3 The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 4 "Where is he?" the king asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." 5 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. 6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied. 7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) 11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's table like one of the king's sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet. 2 Sam 9:1-13 
PARALLELS: Before we look deeper into the text, I would like to begin by drawing out some parallels. In this story, David is most like us. He is the PRIVILEGED one.  He is not only the King of Israel, possessing greater power and wealth than Mephibosheth … but he is also blessed with the personal knowledge of God’s love, friendship, and kindness.  
Mephibosheth, was the grandson of Saul, who was the first King of Israel, and son of Jonathon, David’s beloved friend. He was lame from an accident that occurred early in his life.  Those who were lame often had to beg for a living.  Not him, he was fortunate. He had family and friends who were able to care for him.  Mephibosheth represents the MARGINALIZED, OVERLOOKED people who fly under our radar screen.  These are the quiet, unassuming people among us. They are the young and the elderly. They are people of different race, ethnicity, or gender that we tend to overlook They are immigrants, who don’t look like us or speak English well. They are the less educated .. the under-resourced … the homeless … or marked and dotted by having served jail time. 
1. David SEEKS OUT Mephibosheth.  Many years earlier, after Saul’s death David was crowned king by his clan, the tribe of Judah.  During the years that followed, David consolidated his claim to the throne .. eliminating threats from within as he defeated the tribe of Benjamin and the family of Saul in what amounted to a civil war … and by defeating his enemies from without like the Philistines and Moabites. Now that his power on the throne was secure and nation safe, David asked if anyone was left from Saul’s family.  Those who heard the question probably thought David meant to eliminate these potential rivals so no one could lay claim to his throne. But David was asking for another reason. He wanted to show kindness for Jonathan's sake.  Jonathon was Saul’s son, but had been David’s best friend in life, even saving David from his father’s attempt to kill David. David learns of a servant named Ziba, who tells him that Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth, is the only one left. Mephibosheth is in hiding because he is a potential threat to David’s throne.  He knows that if David or any of his men were to learn of him, his life would be ended.  But David wants only to show him KINDNESS. The Hebrew word is HESED, HESED, ,means GRACE or COVENANT LOVE.  In the Old Testament HESED is equivalent to the New Testament’s GRACE or AGAPE LOVE . David sought out Mephibosheth to show that same LOVE and GRACE that he knew in his relationship with Jonathon and that God had shown him in his life. Folks, there are some things we can learn from this. AP:  Extending grace requires INTENTIONALITY.  You might think that extending grace to others is a natural act, it is not.  It goes against the ways of the world that teach “be nice to others, but above all look out for number 1 because nobody else will.”  It goes against the customs of our culture that tell us we must “earn our blessings .. we get what we deserve.”  And it goes against the unbiblical wisdom of Ben Franklin that says, “God helps those who help themselves.”   If you and I are going to extend grace, we must be intentional in seeking people out, especially those who need it most .. who fly under our radar screen.  IL: How many of you saw the homeless man when you came into church this morning? It was Steve Krom. He was posing as a homeless man. Were you aware of him by the air conditioners, close to the entrance .. or didn’t you notice him? Why is that? Were you rushing or too busy to stop? If you saw him, what was your internalized reaction --- disdain, repulsion, fear, confusion, uncertainty?   Did you go up and see how he was doing or did you go to an usher or someone else and ask them to do something? If so, why? IL:  Let me give you a second example.  Every Sunday we have visitors. Often I see them standing off by themselves. I usually go up and try to talk with them and purposefully introduce them around. Do you look for visitors on Sundays? Or is this your time to catch up with friends or take care of church business? Extending grace begins by seeking out people! 
2.  David LIFTS UP or ENCOURAGES Mephibosheth.  When Mephibosheth comes before David, he is afraid. That’s why he refers to himself as a “dead dog.”  It’s understandable. But David encourages him, letting Mephibosheth know that he intends to show Mephibosheth HESED LOVE - GRACE. David not only gives the blessings God once showered upon his grandfather to Mephibosheth … but adds to it by giving Mephibosheth a portion of David’s blessings as well - living in the king’s court and eating at the king’s table. Everyone needs encouragement!  Unfortunately, encouragement has a way of generally going to those who have a way of drawing positive attention to themselves.  EX: Who doesn’t pat the person on the back and give them an “ATTA-BOY” when they’ve done a good job? EX: Who doesn’t congratulate the winner?  EX: Who doesn’t say to the man or woman who landed that big deal, “Well done?”  EX: Who doesn’t flatter the big boss or say nice things to the popular kids?  But what of the other people? What of those who fly under the radar screen? EX:  What of the ten, twenty, or perhaps even hundreds of invisible people who are working behind the scenes to make it happen?  Who encourages them?  EX: What of the unpopular kids, the Geeks, the Goths, those who have unsightly acne, or whose weight is not just right? Who encourages them?  EX:  What of the people who are marginalized because they don’t speak English or find themselves held back because of a lack of education? Who encourages them?  EX: What of the former prisoner who paid his debt to society and is trying to get back on his feet but continues to run into a wall of mistrust and disdain?  Who encourages him?  EX: What of the single mom who is doing her best to make a living and can barely make ends meet while raising her child?  Who encourages her?  AP: People of grace are encouragers, especially being intentional about encouraging those who are easily overlooked.   Actually, they encourage all people, but especially those who have it tough or go unnoticed.  ACTION ITEM:  Go out of your way this week to find someone who is overlooked and ENCOURAGE him/her.  Encourage the person everyone else overlooks like the nursery attendants, the janitor, or the handyman.  Encourage the person who is of another race or ethnicity, economic or educational class by sitting down with them and having a conversation.  Treat them with the same respect you would your boss.  Ask questions and listen. Get to know them. 
3.  David COVERS Mephibosheth from EMBARASSMENT.  David doesn’t have to cover Mephibosheth.  David could have ignored him. But instead, David chose to show him KINDNESS --- HESED LOVE --- GRACE.  In doing so, David provided for his physical well-being by restoring the blessings of God that had once belonged to his family and by allowing Mephibosheth to enjoy the King’s company, protection, and provision.  If David were thinking in worldly terms, he would have never shown Mephibosheth such KINDNESS.  EX: He probably would have never allowed Mephibosheth to live.  And if David did, David would have placed him in chains or in prison and humiliated him as the king of Babylon did when he burned out the eyes of the King Zedekiah and brought him into exile in chains. EX: Or, as the Philistines did when they blinded and chained Samson, displaying the man they once feared in an arena for all to see and make fun of. Instead, David chose to show Mephibosheth undeserved favor and grace .. as his friend Jonathon had once shown David and as God had shown David.  AP:  In the same way, out of their experience with grace, people of grace PROTECT, COVER others from embarrassment or shame.  They do not laugh at them or look the other way when others tells jokes about them.  They do think more highly of themselves either, but recognize the value of such people.  EX: I will never forget what Pastor Phil of Lawndale Community Church said to us as we were talking with him about our vision of partnering to reach the under-resourced.  He said, “When you work with the under-resourced – don’t assume you know better or that you are going to bring God among them.  God is everywhere and His people are everywhere.  God is already at work where you are going. Join them in the work God is already doing.”  He is absolutely right!  In God’s eyes, we are all His children … none better than the other … and God is at work among us whoever or wherever we may be. Everyone of us, even those most overlooked, as Paul wrote in 1 Cor 12, has purpose and value in God’s kingdom.  We should never treat anybody as less!  This is why we must be intentional about covering their vulnerabilities.  ACTION ITEMS: 1. Value everyone. We do this by being gracious, respectful, and treating them as equals in God’s kingdom.  2. Be relational. We do this by listening, by seeking to understand instead of seeking to be understood. 3. Treat everyone with dignity and respect. Don’t make fun of people or laugh when others make jokes about a class of people.  
ACTION ITEMS:  From our Gracism Study, I’d like to give you some other suggestions for developing GRACE MUSCLES. Join us for this Gracism study. We still have books and small group openings. Join us in parking cars during AppleFest. You will have the opportunity to show people kindness and favor .. giving them free bottled water and interacting with many who would never walk through the door of a church.  Join us in the ShareFest, Lake County Food Drive by observing a Day of Fasting and Prayer, going to your neighbors and friends and inviting them to join us in providing food for those less fortunate.  The food will collect will go to provide food to those in need -- filling up local food pantries.  In addition, we will do this working with Hispanic families from our sister church, Centro Christiano. Join us in weighing the food brought and loading it into a semi trailer in our parking lot.  The food will come from us, as well as other churches and people throughout this end of Lake County on the weekend of October 11-12.  For more information about these, you can sign up at the GRACISM table!
CCL:  I want to encourage you to be a person of GRACE above all else this week.  Be intentional .. seek out opportunities to lift up and encourage those who are overlooked … and cover those who need covering, protecting them from embarrassment and shame.
� 2 Cor 5:16





