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Light For The Darkness
John 8:12-20

Video .. Greetings 

INT:  Let’s see what you all know about light.  Q: How many evolutionists does it take to change a light bulb? A: Just one, but it will take a million years. Q: How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb? A: Only one, but the bulb has got to really WANT to change. Q: How many ‘Real Men’ does it take to change a light bulb? A: None: ‘Real Men’ aren’t afraid of the dark. Q: How many ‘Real Women’ does it take to change a light bulb?  A: None: A ‘Real Woman’ would have plenty of real men around to do it.  Q: How many jugglers does it take to change a light bulb?  A: One, but it takes at least three light bulbs. Q: How many football players does it take to change a light bulb? A: The entire team! And they all get a semester’s credit for it! Q: How many board meetings does it take to get a light bulb changed? A: This topic was resumed from last week’s discussion, but is incomplete pending resolution of some action items. It will be continued next week.

TS:  Most of us cannot imagine a world without light where we would live in perpetual darkness.  But my uncle and godfather, who lived downstairs from us when I grew up, knew what it was like to live in both world -- a world of light and a world of darkness.  By the age of 30, his diabetes caused him to go blind .. and he spent the last 14 years of his life in that darkness.  Although it was difficult for him, the darkness that filled his eyes never diminished his spirit nor defined him.  
We live in a world filled with darkness.  A quick look at the headlines confirms it.   EX:  This week, after warning an international court not to go forward with an order to arrest Sudan’s President for war crimes in Dafur – where up to 300,000 people were killed and 2.7 million displaced, Sudan acted upon their threat and expelled 13 from the humanitarian mission, Doctors Without Borders, who helped the poor and sick. EX: This week, Bernard Madoff, who swindled more than 5,000 people and over $65 billion, finally went to jail.  He refused to identify or testify against any of those who were involved with him in the scheme.  EX: This week, a $410 billion spending bill with over 8,000 earmarks was signed into law. Our politicians continue to do business as usual in Washington, even though these unusual and uncertain economic times require better.

But the darkness that fills our world is not just something that is external to us.  It is something that we also struggle with personally and internally.  EX: The SIN of SELF-CENTEREDENESS that manifests itself in a thousand ways with our loved ones – causes the divorce rate to hover at over 50% of marriages.   EX:  The SIN of UNCONTROLLED DESIRE, LUST, and GREED reveal themselves in our attraction to pornography, drugs and alcohol, gambling, extravagant spending, credit card abuse, and the materialism that defines our culture.  EX: Even our tendency to decide first, act second, and pray last reveals the SIN of SELF-EXALTATION and RELIANCE over faith and obedience to God.  It is no wonder that when the Apostle John wrote about the darkness at the beginning of his Gospel within the context of Jesus, he said, 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. John 1:5  
FOCUS:  God sent his Son into our world of DARKNESS so that we might have LIGHT.  It is that light that gives us LIFE.  TS:  Today, as we continue looking at the “I AM” statements of Jesus, we will look at his declaration: “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.”  Please open up your bibles to John 8:12.  

Bckgrd:  John records in his Gospel that after Jesus said, “I am the BREAD of LIFE,” (last week’s “I AM”) many disciples left him.  John immediately points out after this that the Jewish leaders wanted to stop Jesus.  After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take his life.  John 7:1   Jesus steered clear of the Jewish authorities. Jesus had made it known that he was the Messiah … and as a result, the Jewish religious leaders agreed (without even a trial or hearing from Jesus himself) that he must die.  
As we approach the events of today’s text, John records that the Feast of Tabernacles was about to be celebrated. Jesus had decided not to go to Jerusalem because of the threat upon his life. It was not that he was afraid to die. But rather, that it was not time yet for him to fulfill the scriptures, concerning him.  So Jesus sent the disciples on to Jerusalem without him while he stayed in Galilee.  John records that within a couple of days, Jesus changed his mind.  Halfway through the week, he showed up in Jerusalem and went to the Temple area where he began to teach. 

Now the Feast of TABERNACLES is also known as the Feast of Booths.  IL: When we lived in Vernon Hills, the neighbors behind us celebrated this feast every year by making a SUKKAH, or lean-to with branches, on their deck.  And for 7 days, as was the religious custom down through the centuries, they commemorated the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  The historian Josephus records that it was one of the greatest Hebrew feasts. Jews would flock to Jerusalem to celebrate it.  During the feast, 4 giant candelabras where placed in the Court of Women for this celebration.  At dusk, the candelabras were lit.  Then, a throng of priests that filled the court area sang songs of praise and danced throughout the night.  The light was so bright that all Jerusalem could see it.  It reminded them of how the Lord’s pillar of fire went before the nation of Israel in the wilderness at night.  This is the context for what Jesus says in John 8:12.  We learn in verse 20 that the events we read about took place in the treasury area .. which was located at the Court of Women, within the temple area.  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."   John 8:12  While we might not understand all that Jesus was saying and meant, the people who heard him did not miss one little bit of it.  They understood his words, in light of the Feast, the candelabras, and the light of God that the candelabras commemorated.  When Jesus declared, “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD,” he was not merely aligning himself with God, saying he is “A LIGHT” … such as a teacher of God who brings light to people.  Jesus was saying he is “THE LIGHT” … as God is light. To put it in our everyday language, Jesus was saying, “I am God-in-flesh .. the Messiah .. the Anointed One .. the Christ”  … “I am the light that went before you in the wilderness … the Shekinah glory of God.”  There was no hiding for Jesus in the words he chose that day …  “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.”  He was boldly proclaiming his identity to the people.  APPL:  I recently read the book, They Call Him Stonewall. It is the story of General Stonewall Jackson, one of the greatest generals of the Civil War.  He was a very devout man and fearless leader, who attributed his success and courage to God.  The truth is, General Jackson so believed in the Sovereignty of God that he knew nothing could kill him, unless the Lord allowed it.  In a way, I think Jesus decided to go to Jerusalem and make his bold declaration because he was convinced that nothing could interfere with him or kill him until the time God had determined.  If we held more tightly to the Sovereignty of God, we would trust more, fear less, and be far more adventuresome in living out our faith …  knowing that we and the outcomes of our adventures are in the sure and safe hands of God.  APPL:  I have a second point of application that I would like to make as well at this time.  I am always amazed at the number of people who try to reduce Jesus to a great teacher on the order of Budhha, the founder of Buddism ..  Lao Tse, the founder of Taoism .. or Mohammed, the founder of Islam.  Jesus never claimed to be a great teacher .. nor did he claim to be the founder of a religion.  As we have seen, Jesus claimed to be God.    CS Lewis rightly points out in his book, Mere Christianity, “A  man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic - on the level of a man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: Or else He is a madman...or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool; you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.” Jesus did not leave that door open to us … and he did not leave that door open to the people in Jerusalem.  His declarations went far beyond the speculation that he was a Great Rabbi or Prophet of God.  He told them his true identity --- God Incarnate .. so that they, too, would be left with a choice – to either receive him or to reject him.  When you share your faith in Jesus, don’t allow people to diminish Jesus to the status of a teacher, a prophet, or the founder of a religion. Be confident and bold in telling them that Jesus claimed to be GOD .. and be ready to give the argument CS Lewis made regarding it.    
Jesus said, Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  In the Bible, DARKNESS is associated with the world, while LIGHT is associated with God.  DARKNESS symbolizes evil, sin, and ignorance … while LIGHT symbolizes God and His holiness.  Further, as we unravel Jesus’ words, the particular word for FOLLOW used in this instance was often used to describe the way a soldier might follow his captain … a slave his master .. or someone who might follow the counsel of a wiser person.  There is, in this word, a sense of submission --- that is, the voluntary choice to place yourself under the authority of another and follow his lead.  In this case, the tense of the word FOLLOW does not merely mean to FOLLOW in the present, but also in the future.  So those who submitted to Jesus’ leadership and followed him, Jesus promised would never walk in sin or ignorance … nor be the pawn of evil.  They will instead have the LIGHT OF LIFE, which is Jesus himself --- who gives us both LIGHT and LIFE.
The Pharisees immediately challenged Jesus’ claim by pointing out that it’s just his word.  There is no witness to corroborate his identity as Messiah.  In important matters, the Law of the Old Testament and Rabbinic Law require 2 witnesses. 13 The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid." 14 Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me."  John 8:13-18 Jesus was saying that only the light can give testimony to itself.   EX:  Because the blind can only see darkness, their witness is not valid.  They can only judge by the standards of what they see.  This is why they could not see his deity .. and why they judged him wrongly.  
Even so, Jesus said he could judge them, but he would not.  Jesus did not come to bring judgment against men, but to save them. This is why Jesus said to Nicodemus, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” John 3:17  But if Jesus did judge them, it would be right .. This is because he would judge them as the Father judges them.  He and the Father act together as one.  If further testimony is needed, then the Father testifies to his deity.  In this case, Jesus was probably intimating that His FATHER testifies to his true identity through his WORDS, his DEEDS, and the IMPACT HE HAD UPON PEOPLE.
19 Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" Jesus replied, "You do not know me or my Father," …. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his time had not yet come.   John 8:19-20  
While Jesus’ teaching of God as Father was unique, their response of not knowing reveals their ignorance of God.  I find it interesting that John records no one attempted to seize Jesus at this time.  Why did John note this?  Could it have been that Jesus’ words so roused the Pharisees that there was an uproar?  I think so. We know that a very heated discussion ensued.  Jesus even said to them during it … your father is the devil, John 8:44.   This was because by rejecting the one whom God sent, they were rejecting God himself.  IL:  It’s not unlike saying that you believe in our government, but you refuse to pay taxes levied by our government.  If you reject our government’s authority to legally tax you, you are rejecting our government.  They were clearly rejecting Jesus … God’s Son and emissary …and thereby, rejecting God.  
I’d like to take the remaining time now to shed a little more light on Jesus as the SHEKINAH GLORY of GOD … that is, the dwelling of God that comes near to His people.  As God’s SHEKINAH GLORY went before God’s people in a PILLAR OF FIRE at night and a PILLAR of SMOKE by day throughout those 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, so God’s SHEKINAH GLORY is present before us in Jesus.  The Lord’s presence was constantly with the Israelites throughout those 40 years.  When He stopped, they stopped. When He moved, they moved. They were never without the Presence of God.  With Jesus we are never without the Presence of God either … nor are we without the Lord’s guidance.  EX:  This is why when Jesus departed from his disciples, he promised to send another in His name .. the Holy Spirit, whose work it is to convict us of our sin, teach us God’s Word and way, guide us, and empower us to follow God in Jesus Christ. Jesus is truly the LIGHT OF THE WORLD … the light that gives life.  
ACTION ITEMs:  1) If you have never experienced the forgiveness of your sins and the promise of eternal life through Jesus, then I urge you today to place your trust in Him …  GIVE GOSPEL … 2) For those who are following Jesus, actively pursuing his leadership in your life, I want to remind you what Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount:  14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  Mat 5:14-16  Our light is derived from Jesus’ light.  IL: As the moon reflects the light of the sun, so we reflect the light of Jesus.  My friends, if there is anything standing between you and God, it will cause you to stand in darkness .. and you will we no longer be able to reflect his light.  Be purposeful in ridding yourselves of those things that stand between you and God. Take heed to what Paul wrote to the Ephesians:  22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Eph 4:22-24   This week take a measure of the light you are reflecting to others.  Evaluate how well you are doing in following Jesus’ leadership.  Are you following Jesus or are you inviting Jesus to follow you?  Do you take time to read God’s Word daily so that you know what He wants for you?  Or do you believe that attending services on Sunday morning will teach you enough of what you need to know. Believe me when I tell you, 30 minutes in the Bible will shed more light into your life than the greatest hits of my very best 30 minutes.   In addition, evaluate how well your light reflects the LIGHT of JESUS to others around you?   Is there anything between you and Jesus that is keeping his light from shining through you?  Is there anything that captures your attention or takes you away from Jesus?  
CCL:  The word is filled with darkness ..  You can live in darkness … OR, you can live in the light.  
God has provided a light for our darkness.  
You have a choice because of Jesus, the LIGHT of the WORLD .. the SHEKINAH GLORY of God that is with present with us .. going before us .. leading us .. and keeping the darkness away.  
Put off anything that comes between you and him and follow Him … 
As his light fills you, let it shine forth from you to others through acts of love and kindness .. so that others might see and know the LIGHT that gives LIFE.  
AMEN.
