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“Lord of the Resurrection”
John 11:1-44 and John 20:1-9

INT: One year, a lady wrote into a question and answer forum: "Dear Sirs, Our preacher said on Easter, that Jesus just swooned on the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think? Sincerely, Bewildered." The answer she received back read, "Dear Bewildered, Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails 39 times, nail him to a cross; hang him in the sun for 6 hours; run a spear thru his side... then put him in a tomb that is sealed tight for the next 36 hours and see what happens.” Sincerely, Charles  
The idea that Jesus rose from the dead is mind boggling. The sad truth is I do know pastors who think it is just a story meant to reveal a greater truth.  They do not accept the testimony of the Bible as historical.  For them, the resurrection requires too much faith.  Perhaps, there are some of you here today who wonder about the resurrection … and who lack sufficient faith to believe.  IL: Lee Stroble, once an atheist and now a Christian apologeticist wrote, “As a journalist for the Chicago tribune, I saw plenty of dead bodies – victims of fires, crimes, auto accidents, street gang wars, and crime syndicate retribution.  But I have never seen anyone come back to life.  That was stuff of fantasies, mythology, and legend.  After all, we live in a scientific age.  Believing in the idea of someone being resurrected from the dead was simply no longer tenable. At least that’s what I thought until I checked out the facts for myself.  Using my journalism experience and training, I investigated the most audacious claim of history: that Jesus of Nazareth returned from the dead and this authenticated his claim to be the unique Son of God.  I thought it would take only a short time to dismiss that story as a hoax, a myth, or a misunderstanding. Instead, the more I delved into the historical evidence, the more convinced I became that Jesus did return to life on the third day … Based upon the evidence, I abandoned atheism and embraced Jesus as my Forgiver, Leader, and Friend.”
FAITH & the RESURRECTION:  To believe in the resurrection requires a leap of faith, regardless of who you are.  For Lee Strobel, he was able to make that leap only after applying his fact finding ability as a journalist.  He came to realize the evidence for the most plausible answer to the empty tomb, for the change that took place in the disciples, for the birth of the Church that has stood strong for over 2000 years and continues to be strong (regardless of what Newsweek magazine reports), and for the changed lives that occur in people’s live today can only be attributed to the fact that JESUS MUST HAVE ROSE FROM THE GRAVE.  And as a result, JESUS MUST BE WHO HE CLAIMED TO BE --- THE SON OF GOD.  
JESUS, the MESSIAH:  The Gospel of John records that throughout the later half of Jesus’ ministry, he was not shy about telling people he was the Messiah.  We most often think of Jesus as being a humble teacher who kept his true identity a secret from everyone but his closest disciples. But John records that Jesus made several proclamations about his DIVINITY, even though we don’t necessarily pick them up as we read the Bible. This is because Jesus said it in a way that the people of that religious culture and time would have recognized and understood.  While we may read that Jesus said “I am the bread of life” .. “I am the light of the world” … “I am before Abraham was” .. I am the true vine,” .. I am the Good Shepherd” .. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” .. “I AM the RESURRECTION and the LIFE”  … they understood Jesus to be saying, “I AM THE MESSIAH.”   The people who heard Jesus declare these things either came to believe he was the Messiah or they rejected him  -- some who even attempted to stone him where he stood … while others conspired to take his life through betrayal and stealth.

TS:  Today, I want to encourage your faith in the resurrection of Jesus as we look at it from Jesus’ own words - “I AM the RESURRECTION and the LIFE.”  If you have your bibles, please open up to John 11.
BCKGD:  Jesus was nearing the end of his healing and teaching ministry and about to transition into the real work for which him came --- to be the Savior … to be a sacrificial lamb whose blood was made as an offering for our forgiveness.  
CALL FOR HELP to JESUS :  John records in Chapter 11 that a messenger from Martha and Mary sought out Jesus to ask him to come to their home and apply his healing power upon their brother Lazarus.  4 When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days. John 11:4-6  Jesus knows that this illness will lead to Lazarus’ death.  Jesus also knows that God will use this death for His purpose --- Jesus will raise Lazarus from the dead and the people will finally believe Jesus is the Messiah.  Why does John say that Jesus “loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus?” Because, Jesus said in essence he was going to allow Lazarus to die .. not the most loving thing from our perspective.  Death can be such a tragedy, especially when a life is cut short.  It seems so inhumane to allow such a thing to occur.  IL:  This past week, as many from our church know, Ron and Sandy Berndt kept vigil with their 6 year old granddaughter … who was the only one of 3 to survive a car crash, in which her mother and older sister were killed.  Ron and Sandy met this challenge with great faith.  I was amazed.  But as I sat in the waiting room and talked with a family friend, she confessed to me that events like this make her question God.  She said, it’s hard to understand why God would allow anyone to suffer like this, especially an innocent young girl like Madison. The Bible tells that God’s ways are not our ways and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  We are finite beings unable to comprehend the infinite mind of God .. and why He allows such tragic things to occur.  What we can comprehend is that God loves us and will be with us in and through such things.  So the Bible says that Jesus loved them very much.  The Bible also tells us that although God allows such tragedies to occur, he is never capricious about it.  God will use it for a purpose, even if we don’t understand or aren’t able to comprehend it.  I imagine that in this instance, the death of Lazarus was a tragedy that made no sense of Martha and Mary .. especially since they had seen Jesus heal many people.  We would not understand God’s redemptive work unless Jesus told his disciples that God will use Lazarus death to glorify Jesus.   AP:  No matter what your experience .,.. how tragic, hard or difficult it may be … God is right there with you if you will look for Him.  God loves you and cares for you!  Further, God will use that experience to mature you, mature others, and ultimately bring greater faith, awareness, and glory to Himself.  IL:  One of the things that Ron and Sandy said to me was how this sad circumstance had brought a very divided family back together and perhaps some healing with it.  I further wish to say that the spiritual maturity I saw in Ron and Sandy was evidence of the working of the Holy Spirit in their life as they leaned into and trusted God with everything they had.  Sadly, Madison died on Thursday died … but not alone. She was surrounded by loved ones and people without faith.  They know as the Bible promises, she is with her Heavenly Father enjoying a party for her homecoming … they will see her again … death is not her end .. and in the end, she will be resurrected..
JESUS GOES to HELP: John records that after a couple of days, Jesus tells his disciples they will go to Mary and Martha.  He tells the disciples and that Lazarus has already died.  Mourning in the Jewish orthodox faith has five stages .. the first of which overlap during the first 7 days known as SITTING SHIVA.  In the first stage, between death and burial, and all social amenities for the surviving family are canceled and religious requirements are relaxed.  The body of the deceased is prepared for its final rest and buried, as soon as possible.  It is not to be embalmed, cremated, or mutilated in any way.  As the writer of Ecclesiastes wrote, “…As a man comes, so he departs …” Ecc 5:16  Since the time of Jesus, a white shroud is placed over the body of the rich and poor alike. Rabbi Gamaliel (mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles as Paul’s Teacher and a leading Rabbi of his day) instituted it so that the poor would not be ashamed in death or the wealthy vie with each other to display their privilege.  The second stage of mourning occurs after the burial and for the first 3 days after the burial.  It is a private time for the family.  They remain in their home weeping and lamenting. They may even wear torn garments as a sign of their sorrow and loss.  The third stage begins on the fourth day after the burial. People start to visit the grieving family and the family is to accept their comfort.  To show compassion to the family and pay your condolences is called a MITZVAH.  A MITZVAH is a person’s duty to imitate God.  As God comforts those who are grieving, so they do likewise.  The fourth stage lasts for the first month and the fifth stage for a full year.  For our purposes, when Jesus shows up, Martha and Mary are only at stage 3.  On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. John 11:17   
JESUS MEETS with MARTHA & MARY: We are told by John that many people have come from nearby Jerusalem to the home of Martha and Mary to sit with them and express compassion.  Jesus must have sent one of the disciples ahead to let Martha and Mary know that he was coming, because Martha left the house and went out to greet Jesus. While this would be highly unusual, we must remember that she, her sister, and her brother believed Jesus to be the Messiah.  He was no unusual guest. 21 "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. It almost sounds as though Martha was chastising Jesus for not being there. But the statement that follows, suggests that she is affirming Jesus is her Lord and Messiah. She continues, 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." John 11:21-22  Jesus replied to her, 23 …"Your brother will rise again." Jesus was not saying this to be nice or polite.  He was telling Martha God’s plan for Lazarus from the start of his illness. 24 Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." John 11:23-24  While Orthodox Judaism focuses primarily upon life here and now and not the afterlife … it nevertheless believes that death is not the end of human existence.  In the Torah, it speaks of Abraham and others being “gathered to their people,” as though they were alive.  In the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel wrote, Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Dan 12:2  The New Testament also tells that the Pharisees believed in the resurrection, while a smaller sect -- the Sadducees, did not.  Notice that Jesus does deny anything that Martha has said about the resurrection to come.  Instead he says, 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" John 11:25-26  Jesus was saying, “I am the Messiah” .. “I am the Lord of the resurrection.” .. “I give life.”  .. “Even though you may have to endure a physical death; you, who believe in me will never die. Your consciousness and relationship with me will go with you into the next world.”  Here we see Jesus was concerned not only about the faith of his 12 disciples … but of Martha, as well.  AP:  Experiences of suffering and trial often test your faith.  They can either diminish or strengthen it , depending upon your willingness to allow the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God to comfort and teach you.   God can and does mature and grow us through many of life’s experiences. Often using suffering, pain, loss, sadness, and disappointment .. all the things that we try to keep far away from us.  Martha’s response to Jesus is worth noting.  "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." John 11:27 She affirms her belief in Jesus as the Messiah by using 3 different titles – LORD .. CHRIST .. and SON of GOD.  Then Jesus sends her to get her sister.  Mary gets up and comes to Jesus.  The people who are visiting go with her. When Mary came into Jesus’ presence, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." John 11:32  She says what her sister said, but does not follow it up with anything else.  Coupled with the fact that she did not come out to greet Jesus on her own but had to be asked, it may be that Mary was expressing her disappointment in Jesus for not being there in her brother’s time of need.  John records that Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  The Greek language suggests that he was moved with indignation as he groaned in his spirit.  INDIGNATION AT WHAT?  At the RAVAGES OF SIN that has lead to DEATH .. and the FEAR and SADNESS that result from SIN and DEATH.  John records that Jesus begins to weep also. It is the shortest verse in all the Bible .. but it speaks volumes to us about Jesus and about his love for us.  Although, Jesus was God and man and could have gone off to the tomb, raised Lazarus from the dead, and put this sadness to an end, he does not.  Out of his love and out of his humanity, he joins in the sadness of Mary and the others who are grieving this terrible loss.  

AT THE TOMB: John records that when they got to the tomb Jesus commanded, "Take away the stone."  Martha, who already has affirmed her faith and belief in Jesus, has a lapse of  faith. She says,  "But, Lord … by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." John 11:39 …. 40 Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."  John 11:40-44  Imagine the awe that must have filled Martha and Mary .. and how startled all the people were to see Lazarus walk out of the tomb.  After this, the people were certain Jesus is the Messiah.  John records that Jesus left there and went to the town of Ephraim, nearby, waiting for the Passover so that he might go to Jerusalem and fulfill his life’s mission.  Although John had previously reported in his Gospel that the religious leaders were going to wait until after the Passover celebration to execute their plan to have Jesus put to death, this event and the people’s enthusiasm have made them change their plans and do it as soon as possible .. before a rebellion breaks out against Rome and they lose their power. AP:  Lazarus coming out of the tomb provides the perfect picture of what happens when a sinner is raised to new life in Christ.   As Lazarus was raised up by the power of God, so every sinner who repents of his sin and embraces the forgiveness of Jesus is raised up by the power of God in Jesus.   And as Lazarus was freed from the grave clothes so every sinner is freed from the grave clothes of the past and given the liberty of a new life.  Do you need to raised up by the power of God? Do you need to be freed from the grave clothes of the past and given the liberty of new life?  To you Jesus says "I am the resurrection and the life  … Do you believe this?”  GOSPEL PRESENTATION:
THE REST OF THE STORY:  Shortly after this miracle occurred, Jesus would ride into Jerusalem with people lining the road shouting his praises as the Messiah. But by Friday of that very same week, Jesus would be condemned to death and nailed to a cross, where he died between two criminals.  They took the body of Jesus down from the cross, prepared it as best they could for burial, and left for the night and the next day’s Sabbath rest.  The body of Jesus laid in the tomb the rest of Friday, all day Saturday (which was the Sabbath), and part of Sunday.  On Sunday morning, the third day, when the ladies returned to the tomb to complete the burial of Jesus, they found the tomb empty.  Mary Magdeline ran back to where the disciples and told them. John records,  3 So Peter and the other disciple  (that’s John) started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) John 20:3-9 Later, when Jesus revealed himself to them .. they understood the meaning of the empty tomb.  You would think that at the mention of the empty tomb at least one of the disciples would have had the faith to imagine Jesus was resurrected.  In the Gospels, we are told the disciples knew of 3 times when Jesus resurrected someone.  The first, Luke records, occurred in the town of Nain. Jesus raised the widow’s son, (Luke 7:14).  The second, Mark records, was when Jesus raised the daughter of Jairus, the leader of a local synagogue, (Mark 5:41).  And the third occurred when Jesus raised Lazarus, (John 11:44).  Jesus is Lord of the resurrection!  You would think they might have at least wondered if Jesus’ was resurrected. But no, they could not even imagine it.
THE RESURRECTION:  The whole point to the resurrection was that it proved Jesus was the Messiah.  The work of forgiveness he did upon the cross did not require his resurrection.  But if he was to finish His work of having victory over sin, defeating death as well which is born out of sin .. then rise, he must!  And he did! This is why Paul wrote, 54 "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor 15:54-57 
THE QUESTION OF FAITH: The question I invite you to ask yourself today is the question that we are all left with:  DO I (meaning YOU) BELIEVE?  Do you believe in God?  Do you believe that God is not limited by the laws of nature and can act outside of them?  Do you believe that God incarnated and has dwelt among us, as the Bible claims?  Do you believe Jesus is the Messiah, the one and only Son of God, as he claimed? Do you believe that Jesus actually died upon the cross and wasn’t nursed back to health by the Apostles?  Do you believe the eye witness testimony of the Apostle John that Jesus is not dead, but rose from the grave and is alive?  Do you believe that the dramatic change that came over the disciples could only be explained by the event of Jesus’ resurrection?  Do you believe the Church stands today because of the ongoing ministry of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised to send in his place when he returned to the Father?  Do you believe what the Bible says is true – God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow?  Do you believe that the power of God is as real today … as it was yesterday … and will be tomorrow?  Do you believe God is able to work in your life in ways that defy explanation?  Do you believe that God will keep the promises God he makes just as Jesus kept his promise to rise from the dead?  Do you believe that God’s love for you is so great that regardless of how you may have sinned against God and man, God can and is willing to forgive you?  Do you believe Jesus is the Messiah, the resurrection and life, who rose from the grave, is alive today, and is the King of kings and Lord of lords?  
PRAYER

