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“The Face of Compassion”
Is 42:1-9
INT:  (Show 5 slides that reveal different faces of compassion):  Mother Teresa with 3 children; Serving food at a homeless shelter for women; Teacher helping a student learn to read; Firemen rescuing a car crash victim; 2 children praying together We all know what the face of compassion looks like when we see it, don’t we? Allow me to paint one more picture. (Show slide 6): The cross.  In the cross of Jesus Christ, we see the compassionate face of God.. who though His Son Jesus has helped us to overcome our deficits toward Him and even toward our fellow man. 
TS: In today’s text, from Is 42:1-9, God paints for us another picture of God’s compassion in the Messiah.

TEXT:  God painted this particular picture of His servant through the prophet Isaiah to His people who were going not yet, but would within 100 years of Isaiah’s time, find themselves captive in Babylon.  To put some historical context around this … sometime between 1400 and 1200 BC, through God’s provision the nation of Israel was able to conquer the Promised Land.  For many years God raised up leaders for the people as needed.   They were called Judges.  Then, one day the people demanded that God grant them a king like the other nations.  God did and Israel was ruled first by King Saul .. next by King David .. and finally by King Solomon.  After Solomon, the people and kingdom divided into 2 – the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah … with 10 tribes inhabiting the north and 2 tribes inhabiting the south.  During this time, there were many kings .. with only a few having any concern for faithfulness to God.  Greater and greater apostasy characterized these 2 nations. As God had warned through Moses, should they fall away from their covenant with God, they would lose this land and be taken away to a far country. By 700 BC, the northern kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians and deported, never did to return again.  This is why they became known as the 10 lost tribes of Israel.  Approximately, 100 years later, Judah was conquered by the next big kid on the block in the Middle East – the Babylonians.  More than 2,000 people were taken into exile. They knew the people of the northern kingdom had never returned home … No doubt, they feared their fate would be similar.  But they also knew that God promised if they would return to Him, He would bring them back into the Promised Land.   Although Isaiah lived 100 years before this very event, God nevertheless gave him a message of HOPE to encourage those exiled in Babylon.  
Today’s text is actually the first of 4 texts in Isaiah that describe the Servant of the Lord.  While scholars question whether this servant is actually the Messiah .. the nation of Israel .. or some other special group of God’s people called to carry on His work. But as we discover in the Gospel of Matthew (Mat 12:15-21), Jesus quotes this very passage alluding to it being descriptive of the Messiah .. and of himself.  So we know it describes the Messiah.
42:1:  We read in Isaiah, 1 "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. This servant that Isaiah is describing is the Messiah … Whom God has CHOSEN, SET APART … in Whom God DELIGHTS because He, no doubt, exhibits great faith and perfect obedience.  God says, I will my Spirit on him … coupling this with idea that through God’s Spirit working in the Messiah, the Messiah will bring justice to the nations. THE MESSAGE describes it in this way:  He’ll set everything right among the nations (Is 42:1b MSG).  From the foundation of the world, the Holy Spirit was rarely given to anyone.  The Spirit might come upon a Judge of Israel or a Prophet of God to carry on the work of God .. but His presence was rare. Interestingly, John the Baptist told his disciples that God gave Jesus the Spirit WITHOUT LIMIT. The AMPLIFIED BIBLE says: For since He Whom God has sent speaks the words of God [proclaims God’s own message], God does not give Him His Spirit sparingly or by measure, but boundless is the gift God makes of His Spirit! John 3:34 (AMP)  As the Messiah, Jesus had the unlimited power of God’s Spirit at his disposal.  Amazingly, Jesus unleashed the power of the Holy Spirit so that all of his disciples would have the power of God at work in them and through them to carry on the reconciling work of Jesus to the world.  This outpouring occurred on Pentecost Sunday and has continued to be so for every believer. The purpose of giving us the Spirit is so that God can work in us and God through us to reconcile the world to Him. Jesus invited us to join him in the work which Isaiah has identified as bringing justice to the nations. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Mat 5:14-16 
AP: Let your light shine brightly so others will see God.  We are not, as some might think or even feel, impotent to bring about the kingdom initiatives of God ---- like justice and compassion for people.  Jesus has given us His Spirit for this purpose.  We have the power of God working in us and through us. When we work together ad the Church, God can and does use us to make an impact. The only limitation in this is US is our willingness to be used by God.  How willing are you to be used by God?  Don’t answer too quickly.  AP: To be a servant of God requires a willingness to follow God’s agenda for you, instead of thinking of God as your servant, who listens and helps you to fulfill your agenda for your life.  Like it or not, this will require you to slow down and quit being so busy so that you have time to hear the prompting of the Spirit .. as well as the time to obey and carry out the work of God.  ACTION ITEM:  FIND MORE TIME FOR GOD – Make time to listen. Make time to obey. 

42:2-4:  Isaiah goes on to write about the Messiah,  2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands (that is, people from the most remote parts of the earth) will put their hope."  (Jesus is the hope of the world!) Is 42:2-4   Notice that as the Messiah is going about his work of establishing justice, he will not break an already fragile and bruised reed.  Reeds are found in marshes and wet lands.  They have long, hollow stems that are easily damaged. EX: Show the slide of reeds from the lake … Show the people a real reed .. and how easily they are broken.   God promises that in carrying out justice to the nations, the Messiah will not harm those who are truly vulnerable.  He will be so careful that he will not extinguish a dimly lit flame.  EXPLAIN: Wicks in Jesus’ time were made from a thin piece of linen.  Sometimes, the wick would be of poor quality, making a small, delicate flame that produces little light.  This wick is easily extinguished .. and will fall apart at the slightest touch. God says that while the light it produces may not be much, it will not be overlooked, extinguished, nor discarded.  The picture God paints for us is that while the Messiah will be filled with purpose working to establish justice … he will do so with compassion and mercy, especially for those who are the vulnerable and under-resourced.  Certainly, this was Good news to the exiles in Babylon who were in a vulnerable position, bruised no doubt, and easily extinguished. But before we move on, it’s important that we understand what God means that he will bring forth JUSTICE.    

In English, the words RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUSTICE are different.  But in both the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament, these words are synonymous.  Acting righteously and acting justly means to be acting with morally rightness toward God and others. In very practical terms, it means making sure that all the advantages and benefits of God’s kingdom are distributed in such a way that everyone can enjoy them.  They are not merely for the privileged, the powerful, or the prominent … but for all people including the under-privileged, the weak and vulnerable, the marginalized and outcast. God’s Word makes it clear in many places that God is concerned that everyone enjoys the benefits of His kingdom. 
AP:  In the world, BENEFITS most often go to the powerful, to the wealthy, and to those of prominence. The world speaks about this as THE PERKS.   When BENEFITS go to those who are vulnerable and under-resourced, the world describes this in a negative way as ENTITLEMENTS.  While I am not an advocate of BIG GOVERNMENT that seeks to give away entitlements … I am an advocate of providing a safety net for people … and a BIG ADVOCATE of providing private help for people through the community of the CHURCH.  In this economic climate, I believe that the CHURCH and her members have a tremendous opportunity to witness to the world.  It is not a time for us to pull back, but for us to draw upon the Holy Spirit and upon our resources to step up “big way” so that we can help those who are hurting, vulnerable, and under-resourced …. in order to demonstrate God’s compassion and justice.  In this way, the world will know and learn about the God who loves them deeply! IL:  During the plague in Rome in 166 AD, while others ran away and left people to die,  it was Christians who stepped up and risked their own lives to tend to the sick and the dying.  While their care did cause many of them to die, it did not reduce their numbers. In fact, their numbers swelled as they demonstrated compassion for others.  It was their work that increased the survival rate by as much as two thirds … and this witness brought many new converts to the faith. That’s why I believe if the Church will be the Church and step up to help people, this witness of compassion will have a lasting impact.   IL: On a more personal note to that end, I was very proud of our people when you gathered around Ron and Sandy in their time of need.  We should always be eager to help our church family.  As Jesus said, “You will know my disciples by the love they have for one another.”   IL:  I am also very proud that a few people within our church family were moved to start a FAMILY BLESSING FUND that offers help to some of our people in need. While it began with a number of people making a private contribution to the fund, you are also welcome to do so. In fact, from time to time, the Elders will announce a FREE WILL OFFERING for that purpose so that we have sufficient monies as needed to help our people through tough times.   IL:  I am proud of Jeff Brask and Debbie Morales, from our church family, who have been working with others and the Cancer Society to help raise funds in a local Walk and Roll’a thon on Sunday, May 17th in Libertyville. This testifies to our concern and care for others beyond our own church community.  IL: Let me tell you a little more about what is happening here at LGCC to reach out beyond ourselves in service.  We joined Catalyst a year ago. Catalyst is a loosely knit organization of churches from all over Lake County who are working together to reach out into the general population with Christ’s love.  Last year, working with Catalyst, we provided 100 stocked BACK-PACKs for under-resourced children returning to school in the fall … and managed to make a big impact in the SHAREFEST FOOD DRIVE of October. This year we plan on doing the same thing … but we will need both a BACK PACK COORDINATOR and a FOOD DRIVE COORDINATOR to work with Kim Wasson our Outreach Ministry Coordinator and with Catalyst. If God is tugging at your spirit as I speak, please contact Kim and find out more about it.  IL:  Most recently, we’ve been developing a strategic plan for our efforts to partner in reaching out to the under-resourced around us.    We have decided join with some local churches in this southwest quadrant of Lake County and partner with LOVE INC.  LOVE INC is an organization that acts as a clearing house and works to bring churches together so that they can strategically provide resources (without duplication of services, help, or money) in caring for people.  Love INC screens the real need of people and lets churches know exactly how we can be of help – In the Name of Christ (INC) by coordinating volunteer times to meet the needs of people.  One church might have a bike repair ministry, another church might provide budget counseling, another build beds, another church might help people move, while still another church might provide volunteers who can transport some of these people to appointments like with the Lake County Health Services.  LOVE INC is about pooling our resources together In the Name of Christ so that we can witness God’s love to people!  We’re going to be telling you more about this in the next month or so … and how you can get involved and demonstrate God’s compassion and care beyond our church. So keep your eyes and ears open.  IL:  Mindy has also suggested that we can show compassion and care toward others by inviting them to join us for VBS this summer.  Whether you have children or not, you can invite your grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors, even co-workers to participate .. especially since VBS will be in the evenings this year! What a great way to encourage families and what a great way to share Christ, without having to bend their ear or twist their arm.  Those with little children are always looking for good, wholesome experiences for their kids.  Now I’ve just listed several opportunities for you to engage in joining the compassionate kingdom work of God.  But folks, the only way the Holy Spirit is going to work through you is if you make yourself available to Him!  One of Satan’s best strategies in our culture to keep us far away from God by keeping us super busy!  ACTION ITEM:  SLOW DOWN and SEEK GOD!
42:5-7:  God continued to speak through the prophet Isaiah … changing the focus from talking about the Messiah to talking to the Messiah.  5 This is what God the Lord says-- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: 6 "I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. Isaiah 42:5-7   Because God has chosen and called the Messiah to a heavenly task, God also promises to take hold of the Messiah’s hand .. assisting him in his special, RIGHTEOUS CALLING. Through the Messiah, God will fulfill all of His promises to His covenant people, Israel.  In this setting, the Jews in captivity would have heard God promising to help the Messiah bring about justice that would free them from Babylon and restore them to their homeland … as well as judge the Babylonians for their unrighteousness.   But Isaiah says that God will also make the Messiah to be a light for all the nations. He will show all people the way to God.  The Messiah will open the blind eyes … set them free from the prison of sin … and release them from the incredible darkness of their existence.  
GOSPEL:  God tells us in His Word that sin and the love of sinning keep us far from God.  In fact, we would never realize that it has hold of us if the Holy Spirit didn’t intervene and prick our conscience. In the cross, Jesus defeated Sin, Death the consequence of Sin, and Satan who uses Sin to destroy us and keep us far from God.  On the cross, Jesus died … offering himself as a sacrifice to pay the debt with his own blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  And then, Jesus rose from the grave, defeating death  … and thereby, defeating Satan’s scheme to hold us captive.  Jesus offers us the gift of God’s forgiveness .. He offers us a new life … not consumed with sin, but free of it .. so that we might be aware of God’s love for us … and so that we might join with God in bringing God’s justice into this world and kingdom values as we love others to Him.  But my friends …. this life is a conscious choice. If you have never asked Jesus to forgive you, I invite you to do so today.  Allow his forgiveness to wash over you and allow His Spirit to fill you.  If you would like, after the service, an elder will be happy to pray with you.
42:8-9:  Finally, God says in today’s text… 8 "I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you." Is 42:8-9  

CCL:  Jesus has invited you to join him in the work that Isaiah identified as bringing justice to the nations by letting your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Jesus has given you the Holy Spirit to empower you in his carrying on his ministry to the world.  Jesus has made us one family, the CHURCH , so that we might work together in this effort.   I pray that you will be as eager … as compassionate .. as kind … as righteous … and as just as Jesus ………. and that God will use the light of your life to reveal Himself through you to others. AMEN!
PRAYER
