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INT:  Dating NOT strong .. never understood subtle signals .. manage to have 3 steady relationships 

· Vickie Martinez →  Equator ..  9 months  8th grade .. went well b/c English not good.
· Veretta Lippert → 2 yrs HS .. rocky, but survived b/c I hung out with popular kids. 
· Laura Paull → 2 ½ yrs, college, mid junior .. unsure why, but not my good looks

· Finally at 29, Marsha … liked from start … play hard to get – after 1 mnth engaged

TS: Dating →  “a lot of fish in the sea” to “exclusive, life-long relationship with 1 fish.”  
· In  1st Commandment, God instituting an exclusive relationship.
BCKGRD:  Ex 19 →  after 3 mmths, timeout at Mt Sinai →  Ex 19:3-6 .. Elders →  Ex 19:8  EX: From dating perspective →  “Want to get married?”  .. Israel → “Sure.” 

· Instructions → people consecrate & stand b4 mntn in 3 days …  God came & spoke 10 Commandments … AWE & FEAR .. probably didn’t hear much .. ENTIRE NATION

· While 10 Cmmdmts given as indiv →  define personal character …. meant for nation → set apart & define character as whole.   
AP:  Not meant live out God’s Word  alone, but within community .. HELP from others

As we consider commandments, lets resolve to inspire & encourage one another to obedience.
CMMDMT:  2 "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 You shall have no other gods before me.”  Ex 20:2-3  PROP:  3 purposes
1) The first commandment establishes GOD’S CLAIM upon us.  God did not say, “I am the Lord, God” .. which would have been accurate. God said, “I am the Lord your God.”  God was staking His claim upon His people.  Six hundred years earlier God had established a covenant with Abraham.  God promised Abraham, “I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.”  Gen 17:7 So in the first commandment God was keeping His promise to Abraham and his descendants.
Why is this important? First, God is true and because of this He is bound by everything He says.  If God makes a promise, God, by His own nature must keep it. AP: This means we can trust everything God says to us in His Word. Second, by virtue of the sin nature that we all have within us, our tendency is to, at best, wander from God .. and, at worst, reject God.  AP: Without God’s intervention and claim upon us we will be lost to God. While we are not Israelites, God has nevertheless chosen us as His people through the covenant of Jesus Christ.  Third, God knows full well that the Israelites would be prone to follow other gods.  After spending 400 years in Egypt, they grew accustomed to the Egyptian gods and other Middle Eastern gods.  They could easily follow one another any god they thought would best serve them .. even if it was a lie. IL: And in fact, they were days away from it.  When Moses spent 40 days with God on the mountain top, the people, unsure of what was happening, had Aaron fashion a golden calf that they could worship. AP: Like them, when we are unsure of what God is doing -- be it, because of the hardships we face or the rigorous nature of what God expects of us, we also are prone to chase after other gods like money .. or fame .. or power.  
APPL:  Because of our SIN NATURE, left up to our own devices, we will always reject God, whether through ambivalence, apathy, or outright rejection.  But thankfully, God does not leave us subject to our sin nature. Instead, God makes His claim us and assists us through the Holy Spirit so that we can remain free from sin. Jesus said, 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. John 6:38-39  It is comforting to know that as I affirm Jesus as my Savior, he lays claim to me. He not only forgives my sin, having made atonement with God for me in the cross … but Jesus promises that he will never allow me to be lost to sin. I will forever be in the family of God, not because I can overcome my sin nature .. but because He will help me to have victory over it and he will keep me safe from eternal destruction. This is true for everyone who claims Jesus to be Savior.  Can you make such a claim? And if you can, do you know that because of Jesus’ faithfulness, you will never be lost?
COUNTER IL:  Recently, I talked with a man who suffers from an addictive disorder. When I read the biblical command against such behavior to him and asked he thought, his response was “I  don’t believe it.”  In other words, he disagrees with the Bible.  In doing so, He lays claim to himself.  He is going to act according to his own value system, not according to God’s value system. If he was not a believer, I would approach it very differently.  But since he claims to be a follower of Jesus .. and we are to judge one another within the Church. I brought the Word of God to him and allowed it to judge him.  We read about a very similar thing in 1 Cor 5.  Paul wrote, 12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."  1 Cor 5:12-13 These are hard words, but we are to judge one another in love and hold each other accountable for the claim that God has made upon us. When you fail to acknowledge that God has a claim upon you, you are making claim to yourself.  And that, my friends, can and will take you far away from God.   As the Bible says, you cannot serve two masters.  Consider this man with the contrasting example of the Apostle Paul who wrote,  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Gal 2:20  Paul’s example teaches us that instead of pursuing our personal goals and desires, inviting God to join us where we are … we must seek first to know what God requires and desires of us. God leads and we follow. It is not the other way around.  ACTION ITEM:  Seek God’s leadership for your life.  Pray. Read your bible. Stay in fellowship with others who can hold you accountable for following and not walking ahead of God. If you are facing an important decision in your life these days, resolve to take no action until God leads you in it.  
2) The first commandment establishes an EXCLUSIVE, DEFINING, AUTHORITATIVE RELATIONSHIP between God and us.  God said, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery … not some other god .. "You shall have no other gods…”  God was saying that He and He, alone, acted on behalf of the Israelites.  He acts alone on our behalf as well.  He is watching over us. He has our best interest at heart.  And so, God not only has laid claim to Israel and us (through Jesus Christ) as His own, but He also establishes an exclusive and defining relationship with us.  EX: This is not unlike marriage, which helps us to understand what an exclusive and defining relationship looks like.  In our society, at least for the present, marriage is a union between one man and one woman.  It does not include same sex or three people … but one man and one woman.  Once married, the exclusive nature of the relationship with our spouse begins to define us in many ways. IL: For instance, my wife wanted me to take her last name for my own because she thought Chapin was easier to pronounce than Baldacci. Now Chapin is a nice name. But it’s just not as interesting or as Italian as Baldacci.  So Marsha became a Baldacci.  IL: Let me cite another example of how marriage defines us.  Before Marsha and I got married I could pretty much do whatever I wanted.  But since we got married, whenever I have to make a decision or do something, I consider carefully how it will impact her.  For instance, my rule of thumb is that I won’t spend more than $100 without first talking with Marsha. I didn’t say she had to agree with me, but that we would at least talk about it.   Unfortunately, Marsha’s limit seems to be a lot higher. Why is that honey? Do you really need new shoes and a new purse when you buy a new dress? IL: Of course, other significant changes have occurred because of my relationship with Marsha. If it wasn’t for Marsha, I’d still be wearing polyester pants.  I liked them. They had some give and stretch to them.  Marsha thought they lacked class and she wanted more for me.  Now, when I put on a little too much weight, I rip them. I do look better, except for the split up the back of my pants. But hey, that’s what sports coats are for, right guys? My point is that when you are in a committed, exclusive relationship with another person it will ultimately define and shape you. God intended for 1st commandment and all to set us apart and define us in HIS LIKENESS of  HOLINESS.  Further, while marriage may be a relationship of equals, the relationship we have with God is a relationship of inequality. He is in authority over us. He is our God and we are his people!  IL:  In this sense, our relationship with God is more like that of a father with a child. 
Your relationship with God serves to define and shape you.   While God loves and accepts you as you are … a sinner standing before Him .. God doesn’t leave you in that state.  God forgives and redeems you through Jesus Christ … and then, God gives you His Spirit, who works within you throughout your life to reshape you in an ever increasing way into a man or woman with godly character, living a godly life, as part of God’s family - the Church, and with a heart and concern for those who are lost to God and with a heart and concern for those are under-resourced and unable to experience the vast blessings of God.   
The Bible teaches,  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.   2 Cor 3:18  This transformation that God promises to do in you begins with your confession to God. To CONFESS means to AGREE.  When you confess your sin to God, you are agreeing with God’s definition of sin and His assessment that you have sinned against Him.  From there, you can move to REPENTANCE.  To REPENT means to TURN AROUND and GO IN ANOTHER DIRECTION.  As you repent of your sins, you repent of your claim upon yourself and accept God’s claim upon you. You turn around and begin to walk toward God, accepting the values God has revealed to you in His Word.  ACTION ITEM : If appropriate, CONFESS and REPENT.  If you have never confessed your claim upon yourself to go your own way and your sins against God that resulted from this .,. and if you have never repented, turned, and walked toward God accepting the forgiveness and atonement that Jesus, alone, has made for you in the cross, I encourage you to do so today.  A relationship with God does not happen by an accident of birth. The Bible tells us that it occurs in our choice to accept the prompting of the Holy Spirit to enter into an exclusive and defining relationship with God through Jesus Christ. So please, open your heart to the prompting of the sin and accept what Jesus has done for you in the cross.   Now for those who have made that decision before, but have somehow lost your way .. you too, need only CONFESS and REPENT. Walk toward God and with God …  and you will find Him walking with you.
3) Finally, the first commandment ensures the BLESSINGS of God.  While God does not say this directly in our text for today, God says so in the background that provides the context for the Ten Commandments. We read in Ex 19:5-6,  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'  So as God made His claim upon the nation of Israel .. as God established an exclusive and defining relationship with Israel … God was also keeping His promise to the Abraham and the descendants of Abraham.  AP: This is important to us because God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow .. And because God is, we can trust God to do all He says:  Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.  Dt 7:9 So we can trust all of the promises of God throughout His Word and cling to them as we might cling to a life preserver in the middle of the ocean.  God is good and God is true .. But make no mistake about it, God is not easy.  God allows us to face and endure adversity, trouble, and strife, He does not promise that we will not experience such things.  But God does promise to walk with us through them, blessing us with His Presence, strengthening us in our weakness, empowering us in His Spirit, and preserving us from destruction for an eternity of joy and abundant life with Him.  
CCL: So …. the First Commandment establishes GOD’S CLAIM upon us … It establishes an EXCLUSIVE and DEFINING RELATIONSHIP between us and God … And, it ENSURES the blessings of God will be ours.  

Let’s pray!
