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“Respect Begins at Home”
Ex 20:12
INT:  When asked which is the greatest of all the commandments, Jesus summarized the vertical dimension of the commandments between God and us saying, love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength … and Jesus summarized the horizontal dimension of the commandments saying love your neighbor as yourself.  Jesus was revealing that you cannot have a righteous relationship with God without also having a just relationship with others.  Today, as we look at the fifth commandment, we begin looking how our relationship with God plays itself out in how we interact with others.  In the fifth commandment, God begins with the most important and formative of our human relationships --- our parents.  God said, "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Ex 20:12 
TS: As I ponder this commandment, I wonder if our culture really understands the meaning and implications of this commandment to honor your mother and father?  We are living in a world where courtesy, respect, and honor that people once showed to one another seem to be in short supply. I cannot help but wonder if this loss of civility isn’t rooted in the lack of respect and honor that is taught and shown in the home.  IL:  As a kid, when I got uppity I immediately heard “Respect your elders.”  What wasn’t stated, but clearly implied was “or else there will be serious consequences.”   Today, when teens are confronted for talking disrespectfully and told, “Respect your elders,”  it’s not unusual to hear them retort, “I’ll treat you with respect, when you treat me with respect.”  When I hear that, I know they don’t get it!  We have failed to teach them that parents and children are not equals … and, we have failed to teach them God’s command to honor their mothers and fathers.
HONOR:  The dictionary defines HONOR as to recognize VALUE .. to show respect, esteem, or deference to another.  Sometimes it helps to look at the antonym of a word.  In this case, the opposite of HONOR is disdain, scorn, disrespect, neglect, dishonor.  When we dig into the Bible and look at the Hebrew root word for HONOR, we learn that it means to make WEIGHTY .. to carry WEIGHT.  IL: A police officer is someone who carries weight.   Besides the 4 pounds of gun strapped to his hip, he carries with him the authority of the local government that he represents. When a police officer speaks to you, you listen. When he tells you to do something within the scope of his authority, you do it.  When you talk to him, you talk respectfully. If you fail to recognize his authority and show him respect, you can easily end up with a ticket .. a ride down to the police station …a night in jail .. or standing before a judge .. whether you have broken the law or not.  IL:  Your boss at work carries weight. He or she has been placed in a position of authority by the company.  So when your boss talks to you, you listen.  When you talk with your boss, you speak respectfully.  If your boss asks you to do something within the scope of their authority, you do it. If you don’t, you may end up out of a job. The word HONOR suggests a person of position, authority, or status is due some level of deference, respect, and SUBMISSION.  God has ordained that parents are to carry weight with their children. PT: Children are to be submitted to their parents, treating them deference, respect, and honor. 
RESTATED and APPLIED:  If I were to restate the fifth commandment in plain language, it might sound like this: “Pay attention to your parents.  Treat them with respect.  Listen to them. Show deference toward them.  Learn from them. Obey them.  Value them.  And when they get sick, old, or need  help, come along side of them and help them.”  I have added this last part of helping to take care of our parents because once, when Jesus was reprimanding the Pharisees, he said this was part of how we are to apply this commandment.  Jesus said the Phariseedic teaching that it was both legal and preferable to neglect your responsibility to help care for elderly parents should that money be used for a godly purpose was sinful and against this very commandment of God. 3 "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.' 5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to 'honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.   Mat 15:3-6  That’s why last year, when we were provided the entire church with some financial principles of giving in this tight economy, we encouraged you to make sure that family members in genuine need were supported first. What’s also helpful about what Jesus said is that this commandment is equal to the shelf life of our parents.   
WHY HONOR YOUR PARENTS: A question that comes to mind is WHY does God command us to honor our parents?  While God does answer this in the commandment, we are told elsewhere in the Bible that parents are God’s EARTHLY REPRESENTATIVES. By honoring them, we honor God.  IL: To this day, I can still recall the birth of my girls.  I’m in the delivery room up by Marsha’s face .. holding her hand .. and coaching her, saying, “Breath, push .. wait, don’t push .. Breath .. Yes, go ahead and push” relaying the commands of the doctor to her … as though she couldn’t hear him. We were all in the same room. I so was so amazed and taken when both of our girls came into this world, I couldn’t help but lean over and watch as the doctor delivered them. They were beautiful .. cone head and all. In Andrea’s case I was very concerned. She remained a cone head 3 months.  I thought she was going to be a natural for Saturday Night Live.  I knew my children were a gift from God.  I knew it was my job to see that they grow up in safety.  I was to teach them and prepare them to handle the responsibilities of life as an adult and as a parent as well. Most importantly, I was to teach them to love, honor, and serve the Creator … their Heavenly Father.  This is why after they were born, I placed them on Marsha’s chest, knelt, and prayed over us all.  The Bible teaches that it is our responsibility to teach them to love and honor God.  When Moses reiterated all that God commanded before the Israelites went into the Promised Land he said,  6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Dt 6:6-7   Perhaps there is no greater challenge ….. nor any greater gift that any of us can give our children than to pass on our faith to them. I’d like you to watch a short video of DON MUIR talking about this. [VIDEO of DON MUIR]
The second reason for the fifth commandment is that the very nature of the CHILD-PARENT relationship also teaches us and our children how to relate to God, their Heavenly Father. We must remember, that regardless of our age, God calls us His beloved children.  He is our loving, Heavenly Father. EX: If we learn to listen to our earthly parents, how much easier is it going to be for us to have a teachable spirit and listen to our Heavenly Father?  EX: If we learn to respect our earthly parents, how much easier is it going to be for us to be humble in spirit and respect our Heavenly Father?  EX: And if we learn to love and obey our earthly parents, how mush easier is it going to be for us to learn how to love and obey our Heavenly Father?  We will forever be God’s children and He will forever be our Heavenly Father … so living out this commandment helps us to not only learn how to relate to God but how to stay in proper relationship with God.
PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS: Does it make any difference if our parents have not lived up to their responsibilities? No one would argue that parents who are good to their children, who love and discipline them, deserve honor.  But what of those parents who abdicate their responsibilities .. who run away .. or worse yet, abuse their children?  Certainly God doesn’t mean that such parents are to be honored as well?    Throughout the Bible, God speaks of children as a blessing. A home without children was thought to be under a curse. In fact, the Hebrews held children in very high regard compared to other ancient societies. As a result, infanticide (that is, the killing of unwanted babies due to deformity or sexual preference) was not practiced by the Hebrews.  And even though many societies sacrificed children, God condemned this practice.  Throughout the Bible, God commands parents to protect, care for, love, discipline, and teach their children.  In Ephesians 6, when Paul restates the fifth commandment to a church that is primarily made up of gentiles, he couples it with parenting directions so that children will not be mistreated.  Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger [do not exasperate them to resentment], but rear them [tenderly] in the training and discipline and the counsel and admonition of the Lord.  Eph 6:4 (AMP) The sad truth is that just as all parents do not live up to their parental responsibilities today, neither did they in ancient times. While God’s Word in both the Old and New Testaments attempted to provide protection for children, as long as sin continues .. so will parental abuse. It is a terrible form of sin. When God gave this commandment, He did not see fit to provide any conditional clarification when it comes to showing honor.  This means that children are to show honor to their parents, even if those parents do not DESERVE it.  You might ask, “Why is that?  Isn’t this blind obligation?”  On the surface it appears that way. But on a deeper level we do this to honor GOD, our Heavenly Father .. not an undeserving parent .. trusting God, above all else.  IL: We see this acted out in David’s behavior toward King Saul, his father-in-law. After Saul had lost favor with God and David gained favor with God …. Saul sought to kill David out of jealousy. In order to stay alive, David fled from Saul. Saul pursued David in the hopes of taking David’s life and holding onto the throne.  During those years, David had the opportunity to take Saul’s life twice.  Both times, David refused.  He did so, not because Saul deserved to live ….but because God had anointed Saul and made Saul King. By restraining himself and always treating Saul with respect, David was acting with respect toward God .. not Saul.  Further, it caused David to trust God and depend upon God even more .. so that he grow into a man whose heart God loved deeply.  This is why we read that David said to his men, "The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing (kill Saul) to my master, the Lord's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the Lord." 1 Sam 24:6  Does this mean that if your parents mistreated you, you have to subject yourself to further abuse …. or even lie about how you were mistreated?  Absolutely not!  God does not want you to be abused .. and God does not want you to lie.  As an adult, you can establish boundaries between you and your parents and keep them in place so that you are safe and no longer vulnerable to mistreatment. But as you establish those boundaries and keep them in place, do it with as much respect as you can muster.  And if you have been wounded in such a devastating way, God wants you to learn how to forgive, so that you can be healed … and if possible, even reconcile in Him, so that the parent who has sinned against God and you can repent, be forgiven, be reconciled, and healed.
The very last thought I have for us as we look at this commandment is about the promise that goes along with this commandment, “so that you may live long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” Moses knowing full well that sin would continue to characterize God’s people, warned them against disobedience to God.  He told them that if they pursued other gods, they would receive the severest punishment and be removed from God’s favor ----- the Promised Land. Moses told them almost 750 years before it happened that they would be conquered and taken away to a far away nation.  But when they repented and turned back to God, God would turn His face toward them again. They would receive God’s favor and return to the Promised Land. The blessing attached to the command to honor your father and mother was intended to remind them that as they honored and obeyed their parents, so they would honor and obey God … and, as they honored as obeyed God, so God’s favor would fall upon them and they would live in the Promised Land.  AP: As we honor and obey our parents and God, so God’s FAVOR and BLESSING falls upon us.  Receiving God’s favor does not mean that we will not have to face difficulty and hardship. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble….”  and although God’s favor was continually upon Jesus, yet he experienced trouble. That’s because this is a sinful world.  So when the Apostle Paul reframed this commandment for the Corinthians he wrote only about receiving God’s favor and blessing.  2 "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." Eph 6:2-3 
ACTION ITEMS:  1) Show you dad some special love today. HONOR him.  Tell him you love him.  Tell him why he is a good dad.  Hang out with him.  2) Write a letter of tribute to mom, dad …or both. Tell them what they have meant to you.  Even if they have passed away, you can write a letter of tribute.  If they failed to live up to their parental responsibility, tell them in a loving and respectful way. Tell them also what good has come from it for you.  3) If you are divorced, don’t act out your stuff with your EX, putting your kids in the middle.  Make sure the kids get to see their mom or dad.  If there are abuse or safety concerns, make sure that proper boundaries are established and kept. But please don’t bad mouth your EX to your kids.  Don’t lie for your EX to your kids … and don’t cover up for your EX to your kids.  If you are put on the spot, tell your children they need to ask your EX and let them figure it out on their own.  4) Lastly, remember that you too, are a child of God.  Show your Heavenly Father respect and honor.  Worship Him regularly … Pray to him regularly … Pass your faith on to your children.  You do this by living a godly life. Do what is right and live out the scriptures, even when it is hard. Pass on your faith so that your children will know the joy of God’s love … favor … and blessing as well! 
PRAYER

