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Loving Life
Ex 20:13

INT:  As we began this series of message on the 10 Commandments, how relevant they are for us, and how they apply in our modern day setting .. someone jokingly wondered what I was going to do with the sixth commandment.  I mean it is pretty straight forward.  "You shall not murder.” Ex 20:13  The person is right. How many different ways can you say that?  When I sat down and looked at the verse for today’s message, I wondered myself what kind of inspiration God would provide for today’s message … and if I wouldn’t be sitting down after I say, “Don’t murder anyone.”  But after I prayed for inspiration, I began writing down a series of questions that came to mind.  Why does God give us this commandment? Does this commandment include accidental homicide? What about self defense?  If I serve in the military or if I am a policemen, does this pertain to taking life in the performance of my duties?   Does this commandment extend to capital punishment? What of suicide, euthanasia, and abortion?  And does Jesus have anything to say about this commandment?  With regard to this last question, I discovered that while we often think of murder as something far from us …. Jesus warns that because of the nature of sin, it is much closer to us than we think.    
WHY DOES GOD OUTLAW MURDER? In Genesis, we learn that after Adam and Eve left the Garden, they had 2 sons – Cain and Abel.  In a fit of jealousy, Cain killed his brother Abel. This story reveals how perverse and endemic sin had become in a very short time.  Sin not only separated humanity from God .. but has found it’s way into human relationships and caused brother to kill brother. This is why we read in Chapter 6 of Genesis, we are told that man’s wickedness had become so great that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. Gen 6:5b  … and the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. Gen 6:11  So God caused a flood to wipe sinful humanity from the face of the earth .. with the except of Noah and his family, because Noah had found favor with the Lord. As God re-established His relationship with humankind, covenanting never again to flood the earth .. He also commanded that, "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. Gen 9:6  PT: The principle in this is that we are NOT to play God with human life.  To take human life is to play God.  This commandment FORBIDS us to play GOD, exercising the power of life and death over others.  God created humanity in His image.  As our Creator, only He holds the power of life and death.  To take the life of another human being is therefore to assume the position and power of God, our Creator. Throughout the scripture we learn that God loves life. It is very precious to Him.  He wants us to love it as well.  Some people have suggested this is also true of animal kingdom and the planet as well.  They are mistaken.  God has placed them under us and given us dominion over them.  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." Gen 1:28  Of course, we are to be good stewards of God’s Creation and not reckless. 
WHAT ABOUT ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDE, SELF-DEFENSE or NEGLECT? In Numbers 35:16-34, God lays out for the nation of Israel, laws regarding homicide.  While God still allows for blood vengeance by a kinsman, it was his job to make sure that justice was done in accordance with Genesis 9, now God differentiates between homicides by motive.  If someone dies accidentally, if they were killed without malice or intent, as in the case of self-defense that homicide is not necessarily deserving of death.  EX: For instance, if someone attacked you and in defense of yourself the attacker ended up dead, you were allowed sanctuary from a family member who sought to avenge the death. EX:  Or if an axe head were to accidentally fly off the axe handle you were working with and kill someone standing close by, you could flee to a sanctuary city for refuge.  There were six sanctuary cities known as cities of refuge.  These cities were responsible to see those who fled to them for sanctuary, received a fair trial.  If the homicide was judged accidental by the assembly of people, the person seeking sanctuary was to be allowed to live out his or her life free from blood vengeance within the city walls.  If the person was judged as guilty, capital punishment was to be administered and the person was to be executed.  If the accused ever left the city walls, the blood avenger could still require a life for a life.  There was, however, a provision that should there be a new head priest installed over the nation of Israel, all rights of blood vengeance were to be forgone.  PT:  Numbers 35 teaches that accidental homicide and self-defense are NOT MURDER under the sixth commandment.  PT:  Numbers 35 teaches that capital punishment is ALLOWED by this commandment.  Two other points come to life in these verses.  PT: First, Numbers 35 teaches that at least 2 witnesses are required to find the accused guilty, helping to ensure and protect the rights of the accused. And second, Numbers 35 teaches that payment is not acceptable restitution for the taking of life, ensuring that both rich and poor alike are treated equally.  
When it comes to the issue of accidental homicide by neglect, we must turn to other scriptures from the Old Testament. In Dt 22:8, God indicates that failure to put a railing around a flat top roof makes the homeowner liable if someone falls off his roof and dies.  We learn also in Proverbs that God judges acts of omission as wrong and therefore, inexcusable.  27 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. 28 Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow"-- when you now have it with you. Pro 3:27-28  PT:  These verses put together reveal that in cases of neglect, accidental homicide is MURDER under the sixth commandment. This has some real implications for us. AP: For instance, if you allow someone to use your car and you know it unsafe, something happens, and that person dies, you are guilty in God’s eyes. AP:  Or if, as a parent, you allow your underage son or daughter to have a party with alcohol .. and if while driving home under the influence someone gets killed, you are guilty in God’s eyes.  While it may not have been intentional on your part, your obvious neglect makes you accountable. 
Jesus on Murder and Motive:  During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus referred to the sixth commandment saying, 21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,'  (or “Worthless”) is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. Mat 5:21-22  Jesus was teaching that sinful behaviors accounted for and described in the Law have their birth within us … in the inner man and women.  If we didn’t entertain sinful thoughts, we would never sin.  PT:  Jesus teaches that murder is birthed in SIN … in a MIND and HEART filled rage, hatred, anger and bigotry.  We most often think of murderers as “animals” .. “demented,” even “evil” people.  People who are nothing like us.  Jesus has told us that this is not necessarily so.  IL:  In his book Being the Body, Chuck Colson tells the story of Yehiel Dinur, who testified against Nazi war criminal, Adolf Eichmann, in 1960.  Eichmann, had presided over the slaughters of millions and personally executed a number of Jews.  When Dinur took the stand and his eyes met Eichmann’s … the courtroom fell silent.  Dinur began to shout and sob and collapsed to the floor.  “Was he overcome by hatred … by the horrifying memories … by the evil incarnation in Eichmann’s face?  No.  As he later explained in a riveting 60 Minutes interview, his response was because Eichmann was not the demonic personification of evil Dinur had expected.  Rather, he was an ordinary man, just like anyone else.  In that instant, Dinur came to the stunning realization that sin and evil are the human condition .. Dinur said, ‘I saw that I am capable to do this .. exactly like he.’”
  Dinur was struck with the realization that the potential for being like Eichmann is in all of us.  While we would like to think of ourselves as morally neutral, the truth is if we allow ourselves to entertain sin, sin will take hold of us in ways we never imagined. We cannot be morally neutral.  We must either be for God or against God.  Jesus came to free us from sins’ ability to work in and through us .. to turn our anger into hatred .. and our hatred into murder.  IL:  Two weeks ago, I participated in an experience called “The Justice Journey.”  For 5 days, a multi-racial group of people from different churches traveled to the south looking at the racial divide and racism from both an historical, secular, present-day, theological perspective.  As we traveled to different cities throughout the south, we had the opportunity to look into the prejudices and biases that continue to live within each of us – be it white, Afro-American, Hispanic, Native Indian, or whatever …. and see how these attitudes keep us from being the Church of Jesus Christ.  I was particularly taken by pictures at the Civil Rights Museums of young Afro-American men who were lynched because they were black.  Racism and bigotry had so hardened the hearts of men and women, this was actually an acceptable sight.  No wonder Jesus warns us about murder in our hearts. It is not just killing someone with our hands … but doing so through hatred, hostility, rage, anger … and yes, bigotry and racism when we say, “Raca,”  and label other human beings as “worthless” and less than human.  Further, if we take what Jesus has to say seriously, we must also consider that he is saying that our thoughts and words can serve to slander and assassinate the character of others as well. We may not be committing murder with our hands, but by such sin we are nevertheless killing the spirit of people.  We must not be careless and allow sin to find a home within us.
Does this mean ANGER is bad? No, the Bible teaches us, 26 "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. Eph 4:26-27  What causes us to sin in our anger is what we do with it.  If we ignore it and allow it to fester, it will become like a cancer. Anger stuffed down and unexpressed can turn us into bitter and resentful people.  But if you are willing to look at your anger and examine it, you will probably discover than almost always your anger is a secondary emotion covering over the feeling of other emotions like frustration, hurt, disappointment, confusion, and even righteous indignation against sin and evil to name a few. Anger, dealt with properly can not only be helpful is allowing you to identify what you are really feeling .. but motivate you act out of it in a proper, forthright, and honest way when you might not feel so motivated to do so.  
ACTION ITEM:

1. Be careful of the thoughts you entertain and the words you speak.  Never diminish people to the status of non-persons. EX:  This is the case when you become hostile toward a person or toward a group of people as is the case in bigotry, racism, and prejudicial attitudes.  Never allow others to diminish people to the status of non-persons either.  EX:  Don’t tell derogatory, ethnic jokes and don’t laugh at them either. Even if such behavior is viewed as sinful biblically … like homosexuality, don’t engage or support that which demeans them as people. 
2. Deal with your anger by leaning into it.  Understand it in light of your pain .. your frustration .. even your righteous anger.  Take responsibility for it.  Don’t pretend it doesn’t exist and don’t ignore it.  Then, as the Holy Spirit gives you insight, apply God’s Word rightly to yourself … and to your situation, confronting whatever has caused you to be angry in a mature, healthy, reconciling manner, if possible. 
What of the MILITARY or POLICE? What, if in the performance of your duties, you have to do something that will cost another person his life? Is this murder? We read in Rom 13, 1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 …. 4 For he ( the governing authority) is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Rom 13:1,4 In essence, God ordains governments and uses them to carry out His will and judgment .. even unjust governments.  EX:  For instance, we see in Babylon, an evil nation that God uses to bring judgment upon the nation of Israel. PT:  Consequently, if in the performance of his/her duties a soldier or police officer kills someone, it is NOT murder so long as he/she acted with restraint in good science.   

WHAT of SUICIDE, EUTHANASIA, or ABORTION?  PT:  Suicide VIOLATES the principle of taking an INNOCENT life, inherent within the sixth commandment.  PT:  Euthanasia, or mercy killing, also VIOLATES this same principle. Further, in both cases, such actions ignore the fact that God uses our pain and suffering, as well as the pain and suffering of others, in a redemptive way to grow and mature us spiritually .. to grow and mature those around us spiritually .. and to witness to a fallen world the compassion and love of God (IL) such as with Mother Teresa’s ministry to the poor and dying of Calcutta.  What about ABORTION? In Psalm 139, verses 13-16, reveals that God views human life beginning at the moment of conception.  13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.   Ps 139:13-16  PT:  Abortion is WRONG under the sixth commandment.  Having said this, in light of climate regarding abortion in America over the last 30 years, it is true that many people have had abortions.  Some knowing it was wrong … some not.  If you are one of those people, I want to remind you of Moses, David and Paul … three of the most beloved people in the kingdom of God. Each of them broke the sixth commandment.  God, in His gracious love for them, forgave them of their sins. You and I are no different.  God offers us forgiveness as He offered to them.  He asks only that we repent of our sins, acknowledge our need for the sacrificial blood of Jesus, and receive the forgiveness he died for to wash us clean. GOSPEL:  Following Jesus is a choice .. a decision. It is the beginning of our walk with God who loves us so deeply.  If you have never made such a decision, I invite you to do so.  
ACTION ITEMS:

1. Human life is precious to God. It is so precious that God sent His Son to preserve our lives eternally. Make sure life is precious to you.
2. Suffering is not a reason to terminate a human life.  God uses suffering in a redemptive way to develop maturity in us .. to develop maturity in others .. and as a witness to the world.  Look to God for help grow through whatever suffering or pain you may have to face. In light of today’s technology, I would also add that you are not obligated to keep a person alive on machines or prolong life where there is NO opportunity for human community.   
3. Support adoption, not abortion.  
4. Vote, as well as live out, your Christian values.  It is not that we, as Christians, are trying to convert people politically. Nor am I espousing that we make them adhere to the biblical principles we adhere to.  It’s that we, as Christians, should be living out our values and voting them, according to our constitutional rights.
CONCL:  As I conclude, I want you to know that God loves and values life …..  that’s why in the Old Testament, God ordains so many celebrations.  God wants His people to celebrate life.  God wants you to love and value and celebrate life also! 
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