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Liberty and Justice For All
Hosea 2:14-24

VIDEO – “Under God” (1 min 11 sec)
TS:  This weekend being the 4th of July weekend, Pastor Bill and I thought it appropriate to leave our current series on the 10 Commandments to speak to the issue of liberty and justice from a godly perspective.  We all know that on July 4th, 1776, our nation declared her independence from Britain.  They did so with their eyes upon God writing in the Declaration of Independence:  “We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, that they are endowed with certain inalienable rights by the Creator, that among these are life liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  In a broken and fallen world, the ideals of liberty and justice for all are ideals worth striving for, but they are difficult to attain.  EX:  For instance, unable to come to unanimous decision regarding slavery, the founding fathers purposefully left slavery unaddressed in the original Constitution, leaving liberty and justice denied for an entire race of people.  EX:  When we look to the period of the Industrial Revolution, we find the exploitation of immigrants, children, the poor, and African Americans.  EX: Even today, we can see how the foolishness and greed of the privileged few has led to a world-wide economic decline that has especially been hard for the poor. These ideals don’t come easily or naturally because this is a broken and fallen world.  Nevertheless, they reflect God’s nature, heart and kingdom .. and therefore are worth striving toward.  PROP:  As we seek God, He is able to bring about liberty and justice for all.  TS: Please open your Bible to Hosea 2:14 - 23.
BCKGD:  Hosea was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  God commanded Hosea to marry an adulterous woman and have a family with her as a symbol of Israel’s unfaithfulness to their covenant with to God.  God even commands Hosea to give names to his children that will reveal God’s forgiveness has limits.  While God is faithful and true, continuing rebellion and sin will eventually be met with judgment.  AP:  For those of you who are playing with sinful ideas and attitudes, please take not of this for your own sake.  Throughout this prophetic book, Hosea is prompted by God to speak an alternating message of judgment and hope.  Today’s text, communicates HOPE to Israel!
EXEGESIS:  14 "Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. God is promising to initiate reconciliation with His faithless wife, Israel. He says that He will lead her out into the wilderness, away from her past lovers, so that she can concentrate on His advances toward her. Let us not forget that when Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, God had her full attention.  He will again. Only this time, God will entice her to follow Him with soft and tender words.  15 There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. When the Israelites first entered the Promised Land to conquer it, the Valley of Anchor was the place where Achan’s sin led to a major defeat of the Israelites. It almost undermined the entire campaign. God was saying in this that their sin and unfaithfulness will be forgotten, just as the place of the sin and unfaithfulness in the Valley of Achor has been forgotten. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt. 16 "In that day," declares the Lord, "you will call me 'my husband'; you will no longer call me 'my master.' When God’s people are once again restored to their land, she will acknowledge the Lord as her husband. 17 I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names be invoked.  Her unfaithfulness will be removed from her. 18 In that day I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the creatures that move along the ground. Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in safety. Israel’s return will be accompanied by a peace that is mediated by the Lord, Himself.  19 I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. 20 I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the Lord.  Betrothal was a legal marriage commitment that occurred before the marriage was consummated.  EX: You will remember that Mary, at a young age, was betrothed to Joseph.  According to Jewish custom, they were pledged and legally married, but the marriage was not yet consummated and would not be until Mary was of legal age and Joseph had paid the dowry in full.  In this case, God says that the He will pay the dowry that will restore His beloved Israel … giving her His righteousness for their unrighteousness …  His justice for their injustice  … His love for their apathy .. His compassion for their inhumanity.. and His faithfulness for their unfaithfulness. Of course, we have the luxury of looking back in history.  This allows us to see in the person of Jesus and the cross upon which he died this dowry God has promised. EX:  In Jesus, God has shown us what true righteousness looks like as Jesus rightly related to God (() and what true justice looks like as Jesus rightly related to man (().  In Jesus, God has shown us not only the extent of His love and compassion for us, offering up His Son to die upon the cross for our sakes, but what they look in the person Jesus. And in Jesus, God has shown us not only His faithfulness, but what faithfulness looks like through the person of Jesus as well. GOSPEL:  I remind you that being a Christian is not a matter of birth, but a choice to believe in, trust, and follow Jesus. Jesus said,  9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. John 10:9  Our life with God begins by choosing to accept the gift of forgiveness Jesus has provided and then by receiving the infilling of the Holy Spirit, Who, Jesus promises, will help us to walk toward God and live holy lives. God continues to speak through Hosea:  21 "In that day I will respond," declares the Lord-- "I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; 22 and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they will respond to Jezreel.  23 I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one.' I will say to those called 'Not my people,' 'You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'" God promises that when the kingdom of God is fully ushered in, He will restore His people, taking them unto Himself as His beloved .. and they will be blessed.  Hosea 2:14-23 
One of the things that I find most interesting about this passage is the use of the words righteousness and justice.  I learned recently from Dr. Larry Lloyd that within the Hebrew language there is a figure of speech called a hendiady. A HINDIADY is a grammatical method whereby two words are combined together to express one idea.  Righteousness and justice are used in today’s text to express one idea. The idea is this:  Being right with God is intimately tied to and cannot be separated from being right with or acting justly toward my neighbor. This is why Jesus said all the Law can be summed in two things: love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength .. and love your neighbor as yourself.  If you examine the Old Testament, you will learn further that to act justly is not merely to treat people equal, but to actually show preferential treatment to the underprivileged, the under-resourced, the marginalized, the vulnerable, the hurting, and the lost … sharing with them the blessings of God so that they too may know God and feel God’s care, concern, and blessing. EX:  Isaiah’s wrote, Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. Is 1:17 EX:  In Boaz, we see a man who acts justly toward the poor as he allows Ruth to glean from his fields enough food to sustain her and Naomi. Ruth eventually became his wife .. and through their lineage, the Messiah will be born.  EX:  We see this also in Jesus, as he heals the hurting and disabled, even on the Sabbath, so that they also may know the blessings the God.  This is also why Jesus chastised the Pharisees, who thought the Law should bet followed regardless of how it negatively impacted those less fortunate than they.   
AP:  As we have seen, liberty and justice have their origins in God.  In His Word, God calls us to strive toward these ideals. We, of course, being the sinners that we are will fail.  But as we seek God and a righteous relationship with Him, God will, through the Holy Spirit, change our hearts and make justice possible through us.  AP: As a church, we are committed to righteousness and justice by reaching out to the underprivileged, the under-resourced, the marginalized, the vulnerable, the hurting, and the lost through our outreach giving … the implementation of a new ministry called Celebrate Recovery, that you will learn more about in our fall study .. and in our Compassion Ministry, that is beginning by working with Catalyst in the Fall Back Project coming up in August, the Food Drive in October, and working with Love INC this fall. But we also recognize that as a church body, our hearts and minds must be renewed as well. Actions follow the heart and mind. To that end, we have committed leaders from throughout our church to participate in an experience called the Justice Journey.  The purpose of the Justice Journey is to help us better recognize the need to act justly toward others  .. to examine the barriers and personal limitations within that keep us from doing so .. and to encourage all to step out in faith in loving others who are different than ourselves .. and yet, just like us. It is a week long experience that takes place in the multi-cultural setting of a bus that is filled with White, African-American, and Hispanic church members.  Today, I’ve asked Sandy Berndt and Woody McManaway to briefly share their Justice Journey experience with you.  

SANDY BERNDT and WOODY MCMANAWAY TESTIMONY

ACTION ITEM:  1) The call to righteousness and justice requires us to first seek a right relationship with God, and then live out that relationship with others justly. Only through the working of the Holy Spirit in us is this possible. 2) The call to righteousness and justice calls for us as the people of God to examine ourselves ---  to recognize our own biases and prejudice and chose over against them, changing our attitudes toward ourselves and others.  3) The call to righteousness and justice requires us to be better stewards … not just living within our means, but living beneath our means, so that we can bless others with the material blessings God has given to us. 
CCL:  As I close I want to say that as individuals .. and as a church family, as we seek the face of God, examine ourselves, exchange sinful attitudes with godly thoughts and values, and willingly release our resources to benefit others for the Kingdom, righteousness and justice for all will prevail.  Amen! 
CLOSING PRAYER:

