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Beyond ME

Isaiah 1:10-20

INT:  He lived from 1564 until 1642 in Italy.  He was a physicist, a mathematician, an astronomer, and a philosopher. He is often called the father of modern physics and science.  His support of the teaching by Nicolas Copernicus lead to his arrest.  Copernicus, who died 20 year before his own birth, believed that the earth revolved around the sun (helio-centrism) and not the sun around the earth (geocentrism). Do you know who he is?  Answer: Galileo.  The Church asked Galileo to teach heliocentrism as theory and not fact.  When Galileo refused, the tribunal arrested him and threw him in prison.  It was actually more like a 22 day stay in the buildings of the Holy Office.  Galileo recanted after three weeks. The tribunal allowed him to leave, but placed him under house arrest for the remainder of his life. 
TS: Given the story of creation in the Bible and no scientific evidence to the contrary, it was natural for the Church to believe the earth was at the center of the universe.   It is sad, however, to think that the Church clung to this position unwilling to look at the facts.  Of course, we should not be surprised by this.  In one sense, we are all flawed.  The Bible calls the problem SIN.  It is because of SIN at work in us that we are essentially SELF-CENTERED … holding to our own point of view, as though we stand at the center of the universe and cannot be wrong. Every one of us, like it or not, has been infected with SIN.  Every one of us, aware of it or not, stubbornly clings to the perspective that life revolves around us.  And none of us is ever free of SIN’s POWER over us until we come to acknowledge that we are not at the center of everything ….. God is! …. repent of the willfulness, self-directed life we live … accept the forgiveness God purchased for us on the cross in His Son, and submit ourselves in obedience to God through the Holy Spirit.  Even then, we still suffer from the ill effects of SIN.  While there is a real change in us, we nevertheless will have to travel a life-long journey through time and space from a ME-CENTERED universe to a GOD-CENTERED one.  Only then, are we able to live life to the fullest as our Creator meant of us to live ---- with a deep love for God and for others.  
Jesus said the greatest commandment is this:  “To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind.”  …“And the second is like it, ‘To love your neighbor as yourself.’”  PREMISE 1: We were CREATED to love God and to love others.  It is built into our very genetic makeup. IL: Maybe that’s why Rick Warren’s best selling book, The Purpose Driven Life, is so popular.  As he explores the meaning of life, he begins by saying, “It’s not about you.” We sense this is true.  “It’s not about me.” God created us in His image and we were meant to be like Him.  IL: Have you ever seen a daughter who physically looks like her mother? Or heard an adult son use the very same axioms with his son that his father taught him?  We were created in God’s image and meant to be like Him. PREMISE 2: Because of SIN, the image of God within us no longer reflects the true, perfect light of the Lord.  If you wonder what that image might look like in its pure state, you need only look to Jesus. He is the incarnation of God. His life shows us what our lives are meant to be … and what they can become.  In Jesus, we do not see a SELF-CENTERED human being .. but a man, who was God-centered and other centered … and yet, had a healthy sense of himself. Perhaps, the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus struggled in deepest prayer to be able to accept the cross exemplifies this best.  PREMISE 3: If SIN had not TARNISHED the image of God that lies within, you and I would look much more like JESUS.  The work of Christ on the cross and the working of Holy Spirit in us is about this very thing - restoring God’s image within us.  This is why we read, 16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away … 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 2 Cor 3:16-18 (NLT) 
Big Idea: We were BUILT to serve GOD and serve OTHERS.  Because of this, our real happiness is not in pursuing personal gratification, but in becoming who God created us to be .. God centered, other-centered, human beings.  

TS: It should not surprise us that in both the Old and New Testaments God calls His people to be “Holy as He is Holy” … and God also calls His people to account for this in how we treat others.  This morning, we’re going to look specifically at one accounting from Is 1:10-20. 
Background: Isaiah is an amazing book of the Bible --- prophesying the fall of Jerusalem, the return of God’s people, the incarnation of the Messiah, the saving death of the Messiah, and the ultimate victory of God’s kingdom. Chapter 1, begins with the Lord accusing His people of breaking their covenant with Him. In verses 10-20, the Lord instructed the nation in how to deal with her guilt.  And in the remaining verses of Chapter 1, the Lord laments over Jerusalem as He pronounces judgment. TEXT: 10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  In this verse, the rulers and people of God are compared with the sinful, perverse people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 11 "The multitude of your sacrifices-- what are they to me?" says the LORD. "I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations-- I cannot bear your evil assemblies. 14 Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. God was telling them that their faith in Him is meaningless because they are only going through the motions of religion and worship. IL: It’s like the difference between a mannequin and a real person.  From a distance they both look pretty real … but when you get up close, there is no comparison.  One is clearly alive and the other is dead. And God can tell the difference from any distance. 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood; God was saying that He would not listen to their prayers because they were doing nothing about their guilt. God continued, 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! God goes on to say -- Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  God was saying, “There is complete forgiveness for those who repent of their self-involvement, self-justifying, self-indulgent lifestyle.  But judgment awaits for those who do not repent.” God continued, 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
TS: For the rest of our time, I want us to look more closely at verses 16 & 17.  16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 18
GOSPEL:  First of all, let me say that we cannot wash ourselves clean from our sins against God.  Jesus is the One who washes us clean.  He died upon the cross to make up the difference between us and what it takes to be in relationship with God.  IL: Think of it this way. When Jesus died upon the cross, the currency from the perfect life he lived and death he died was placed in a special bank account. We can draw upon that special account in order to make up the difference between the life we are living and the life God created us to live. Without Christ, you and I find ourselves constantly overdrawn in relation to God. But when we acknowledge the sin of placing ourselves before God, repent of it, and accept the forgiveness of Jesus .. any debt you or I may have incurred with God or even future debts are covered as that very same amount of spiritual currency is transferred from Christ’s account into our account.  This is why I say, we are made right with God by Christ, alone. Let me add, in my concern for all of you, that if you have never admitted your sin against God and sought the forgiveness of Jesus, I encourage you to make a heart-felt decision this very day.  Accept God’s forgiveness in Jesus. Trust in Him, above yourself or anything else!  If your not sure where to start, just talk to myself or an elder anytime. We’ll be happy to assist you. The life we live in Christ is a life birthed through intentional choice.  HOLINESS: When we make that choice, we exchange the old life for a new life. We begin a journey through time and space from a ME-CENTERED EXISTENCE to a GOD-CENTERED LIFE.  To help us in this  -- God gives us the Holy Spirit.  He takes up residence within us and comes along side of us to help us make choices that reflect more and more of His image within us.  
Verse 16: When we read, 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong … no one should think that you, by yourself, can make things right between you and God … only Jesus can do that.  But this does not mean that we should ignore this or any call to holiness.  We should see these as a serious call to work with the Holy Spirit in the endeavor to live that new life in Christ .. and so, make continuing progress in our journey toward the God-centered life.  What does the God-centered life look like? Simply put: 1) Loving God .. and 2) Loving others.  
Loving God:  How do we love God more?  AP: - SPEND TIME with God in worship, prayer, and study of His Word.  Nothing can substitute for your time alone with God. IL: If you want a good relationship with your family, nothing will substitute for spending time together. This is true with them and it is true with God. For most us, this will require that we get focused on what’s important and tone down the busyness.  AP: -  Flee from TEMPTATION.  Give up the old  patterns that are ME-CENTERED and fill your life with new habits that focus on God and others.  Don’t go out and buy a new toy because you desire it. To that end may I add, don’t be frivolous in how you use credit cards. Credit has become a new form of slavery. I’m not saying that credit isn’t good .. but the way people use credit is not. Serve your family, don’t take them for granted. Serve those who you work with, don’t expect them to serve you. And if you’re fooling around on the internet, stop it. If your allowing your mind to dwell on what you’re not getting, stop that also. It will only serve as fodder that will be used to rationalize some deed or action that will amount to sin. Jesus said, “It’s not what goes into us that defiles us, but what comes out of us.”  AP: - Make a conscious choice to SEEK GOD’S HELP in living a new life. Don’t expect God to take away your love of sinning.  Go to Him when you feel the temptation to sin.  Get into an accountable relationship with a few people - a friend or small group. When nothing else seems to take away that desire to sin, call them and work through it with them until the temptation leaves you. Beginning early next year, we are going to have an exciting new ministry called Celebrate, where you can learn more about how to give up the love of sinning and old patterns that pull you away from God.
Verse 17:  We live God-centered life not only by loving God .. but by loving others. Loving Others:  How do we love others more?  17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 18  AP:  The words JUSTICE and RIGHTEOUSNESS in both the OT and NT have the same root word.  That’s because they are two sides of the same coin. So when we are righteous or holy, we are also being just. God defines JUSTICE as the standard by which penalties are assigned for breaking obligations of society …. God also defines JUSTICE as the standard by which advantages and benefits are distributed.  In God’s kingdom this means especially to those who are marginalized, unprotected and under-resourced.  With regard to this later point, God asks us to make sacrifices so that others -- who are without and on the margins of society, suffering from injustice and inequality -- can know how much God loves them and cares for them by enjoying some of the same advantages and benefits we know so well.  IL: This is why we, as a church, keep giving beyond our budget to BENEVOLENCES (averaging between 12-18% of our yearly budget to reach people with hope). IL: And this is why the last initiative of Vision 2010 calls us to look for ways to engage personally in reaching out into our community.  IL: It is why we made our facilities available to a Latino Church, Centro Christiano, that had no place to meet. For the last two years, they have met here for prayer and worship when we are not using the facilities. IL:  It is why we closed our church on a Sunday last fall, in the Outflow: the Church has Left the Building so that we could  worship God by cleaning up Long Grove, bringing cookies to the shop keepers and cards to encourage them, as well as visiting the elderly and infirmed in nursing homes. (By the way, we will do that again, next spring).  IL: It is why we joined Catalyst, a group of Lake County churches who join together to reach out into Lake County with God’s love. And it is why under Catalyst, we provided 100 backpacks for kids going back to school, whose families are under-resourced .. and why several of you placed words of encouragement and hope in those backpacks for. IL: It is why our youth and adults partnered with Lawndale Community Church to rehab the homes of 2 elderly families in July … and why we are looking forward to developing a partnership with others that reaches out to the under-resourced in our local area. IL:  It is why our church belongs to the CCDA, Christian Community Development Association and why we will participate in their fall conference.  It why Sandy McManaway and Kim Wasson participated in the Justice Journey this past June, learning about the subtleties of racism and injustice and how God calls us to overcome it … and it is why, I and some of you, will have the opportunity to go on it next June as well.  IL: It is also why we will be focusing on a new study this fall called GRACISM, and why we’re asking everyone to join us by reading the book and participating in a small group for 6 weeks. This study will help each of us better understand how to really love those who are marginalized, unprotected, under-resourced .. as well as injustice, inequality, and prejudice.  In fact, this is one of things I would really like you to take away from today’s message.  ACTION ITEM:  Make a commitment to join us for the fall “GRACISM” study --- by reading the book, attending weekly services, and participating in a small group.  IL:  It is also why we will be participating in the ShareFest Fall Food Drive in October and become a site where other churches can drop off food and load them up in trailer that will be in our parking lot. The food we bring will go to Vernon Township Pantry and St. Francis Food Pantry in Lake Zurich. TS: I know you are all busy people, but I want to ask you to make a sacrifice of your time … of your talents .. of your treasures.  ACTION ITEM:  Be intentional about LOVING others in your personal, everyday life … ACTION ITEM:  Be intentional about JOINING US in reaching out to marginalized, unprotected, and under-resourced, so that together we can learn to do right and seek justice! 
CCL: I want to close with this thought from C.S. Lewis’s book, Mere Christianity: “Every time you make a choice, you are turning the central part of you, the part of you that chooses, into something a little different from what it was before. Taking your life as a whole … you are slowly turning this central thing either into a heavenly creature or into a hellish creature, either into a creature that is in harmony with God and with other creatures and with itself … or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God and with its fellow creatures and with itself.  To be the one kind of creature is heaven. That is, it is joy and peace and knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us, at each moment, is progressing to one state or the other.” 
You and I have a choice to make .. we can choose to enjoy the comfort of our suburban lifestyles and live more or less ME-CENTERED LIFES, asking God to join us in what we are doing … OR, we can get out of the comfort zone we find ourselves in and the more or less ME- CENTERED LIFE and surrender to ourselves to GOD, asking HIM what He wants of us and JOINING HIM IN WHAT HE IS DOING!  Amen? AMEN!
