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“Go and Tell”

Acts 3

INT: While visiting churches in Italy, I was taken off guard while visiting San Frediano in Lucca.  It is a beautiful, Romanesque church built in the early 6th century.  What astounded me was the thought that that this church was named for the Irish priest who came to Lucca in 500 AD as a missionary and brought Christianity to the Italians there.  It was hard for me to imagine missionaries coming to Italy, the seat of Christianity .. the home of the pope, in order to spread Christianity.  But the more I thought about it, the more it made sense.  It really doesn’t matter where we live or even if we are raised in a Christian environment, Christianity is just one generation away from becoming extinct. That’s what will happen if our generation fails to pass on our faith to the next .. and if that generation fails to pass it on the generation following them. From that perspective, even our homes are a mission field, of sorts.  I was surprised to learn a few years ago that America, a nation founded by Christians and based upon the Judeo-Christian ethics of the Bible, is today, the third largest mission field in the world. Nations all across the world are sending missionaries to America to help build the Church Universal.  Why is that?  Has the Church here failed to spread the Good News? Are we failing to pass on to the next generation a genuine faith in Jesus Christ … a faith able to transcend the culture that shapes so much of our thinking? In the book, Being the Body, authors, Charles Colson and Ellen Vaughn, raise the question as to why the Church, whose biblical values should permeate all that we are and do, doesn’t look radically different from our culture?  In other words, how can the Church reach out to the world with God’s love, when the Church looks and acts like the world?   It is only when we look and act like the Church, that Jesus is building, and not like the Church that is synchronizing itself with the world, so that we are able to carry on the mission of Christ in the world and speak with any credibility to the world. 

TS:  Last Sunday, we focused on the privilege of being part of Christ’s Church. We learned that the word for Church is EKKLESIA, which in no way refers to the Church as a building or an institution, but as a people – an assembly or congregation.  The Church is the community of believers who make up the visible Body of Christ. Together, we worship God (Worship) .. together, LEARN God’s Word and truth (Instruction) .. together, we support one another (Fellowship) .. and together, we EXPRESS GOD’S LOVE to others (Evangelism).  In Acts 2, these are the attributes that make up the Church which the Holy Spirit gave birth to on Pentecost Sunday.  And unless the Church is doing all 4 of these things, the Church is not being nor acting like the Church, that is the Body of Christ .. the CUMMUNO SANCTORUM … fellowship of the saints, as the Apostles Creed put it.  .  Today, I want us to focus on the fourth aspect of being the Body of Christ – EXPRESSING GOD’S LOVE or EVANGELISM.  
COME and SEE Mentality: In the American culture, it is easy for the Church to lose her bearings. Instead of GOING and TELLING others the Good News as Jesus commanded in the Great Commission, many within the Church mistakenly subscribe to the idea that it is better to invite people to COME and SEE.  In a culture where people think truth is relative – meaning that whatever anyone thinks is true for them and that all relative truth is equal in value – inviting people into the environment of the Church might come across as a more accepting, more loving, and less invasive way to reach people.  The Church of COME and SEE reasons that if people see what real faith looks like, what is really going on in the Church, what we really believe, and the love we really have …. it will be irresistible and they will know the truth.  After all, Jesus is irresistible to us.  The Church of COME and SEE reasons that if they GO and TELL others about Jesus, it might be viewed as trying to force our truth or ideas upon them.  Worse yet, because our message is one of LOVE, they might view us as wanting to change them so that they will think and act like us. In today’s culture, these are genuine concerns. But if this COME and SEE mentality becomes the foundational premise of a church’s efforts within the local community to EXPRESS GOD’S LOVE (EVANGELISM) … and if that local church reasons that the GO and TELL command of Jesus is best done by others, missionaries and para-church organizations that they  support financially, then that church is not being the Church of Jesus Christ!  
LGCC: In many ways, the COME and SEE CHURCH is our church.  How we got there, really doesn’t matter.  We are missing the mark. We are failing to be the Church of Christ that GOES and TELLS. But little by little, as our church is deepening spiritually, God is opening up my eyes and your eyes to the call of Jesus to be the Church .. to GO and TELL, as only the Church can GO and TELL.  I believe that as we progress toward the conclusion of Vision 2010 in the next 2 years and begin developing a long term vision of partnering to reach the under-resourced, we will become a GO and TELL CHURCH, accomplishing that fourth aspect of the Church (EXPRESSING GOD’s LOVE).   
TS to TEXT:  When we get to Acts, which is Dr. Luke’s historical account of what occurred after Jesus ascended into heaven, we learn that Jesus instructed the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit before GOING out to TELL everyone about what God has done through Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 As we learned from the OUTFLOW series last year, Jesus provided them with a blueprint of witnessing in his love.  Their witness was to begin in their immediate surrounding area, and go outward into an ever widening circle until it extended to the very ends of the earth.  As we read on in Acts, we learn that after the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples, the Church was born.  In Acts 2:46, we learn further that the saints went to the temple every day. WHY?  The answer is that they were going to the temple every day to carry out the Great Commission, to share the Good News with people within the closest sphere of their influence – Jerusalem. Immediately after Dr. Luke writes about the birth of the church and their going to the temple everyday, we are given even greater insight into their GOING and TELLING.  Dr. Luke records the story of one afternoon when Peter and John went to the temple. When they got to the temple, they came upon a man who was crippled from birth. Back then there was no disability plan, no unemployment coverage, and no equal opportunities for the handicapped.  You lived upon the grace and mercy that others showed. The only way this man could provide for himself, was to beg.  So his family and friends brought him to the temple.  He was a regular there.  He had his own spot.  Every day he would beg, hoping that God would prick the heart of enough people so that he could put together a few pennies and pay for that night’s meal. Some days were good. Some days were bad.  We don’t know if this was the first time Peter and John encountered the man or whether they had seen him many times before.  But on this particular day, Peter was moved by the Holy Spirit to do something tangible for the man that would demonstrate God’s grace and mercy. The witness that Peter was about to give was going to be more than words .. something that people could see .. something that captured their attention and spoke in a tangible way to God’s love, giving added credibility to their words of witness. 6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. Acts 3:6-10 So it was by doing something tangible that demonstrated God’s love and mercy, everything changed.  People who didn’t care to hear before, were willing to listen.  Now that people could see this demonstration of God’s grace and mercy and that there was no personal gain in it for Peter and John … their interest was peaked and their attention was captured. Yes, it was miraculous … and the miraculous tends to capture the attention of people like nothing else can.  Because of this tangible expression of God’s love, Peter was able to speak with credibility about God’s love, grace, and mercy through Jesus Christ! That is true today. When people see a tangible expression of God’s love through us, we are better able to speak with credibility about God’s love, grace, and mercy through Jesus Christ! EX: If you talk with the people of Lawndale Community Church they will tell you that the tangible good things they do for the people within their neighborhood, speak volumes to the unchurched.  11 While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see. Acts 3:11-16  Notice, Peter doesn’t draw attention to himself, but uses this demonstration of God’s love to draw attention to Jesus.  IL: Picture this contrast … The crowd gathers around Peter.  Someone in the crowd says, “Wow, that was amazing. I can’t believe you helped that guy.” Peter says, “Oh, it was nothing.”  Someone else speaks. “You’re really a good guy for doing that.”  Peter speaks up also. “Well, I care about people .. God wants me to care and do what I can.  Thanks.”  Another person says, “Not many people would even try to heal someone like him, a guy cripple from birth. You must have a lot of faith.” Peter answers, “You know, I do.  I really believe in Jesus. He’s the Messiah.  And he’s commanded me to GO and TELL the world about him.  So I’m trying to be faithful,  no matter what it costs me. I wasn’t always faithful, you know. I’ve messed up.”  Someone pipes up, “You messed up.  You’re kidding.”  Peter responds, “No, I’m not kidding. Let me tell you about it.”  And instead of using that opportunity to talk about Jesus and his love, Peter talks mostly about himself and pats himself on the back for the good deeds he’s done.  When we demonstrate God’s love, grace, and mercy to others it’s not to focus on ourselves, but to focus on God .. Thank God, Peter didn’t do that.  By demonstrating God’s love, grace, and mercy in a tangible way, Peter and John were able to GO and TELL --- witnessing to Jesus Christ!  And as we read on in Acts, the pattern of GO and TELL by SERVING and DOING is repeated often. As a result, the Church continued to grow and her witness expanded out far beyond Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth.    

GO and TELL by SERVING and DOING: The pattern of GOING and TELLING by SERVING and DOING is not just a pattern that worked in New Testament times.  It is a pattern that has worked throughout history and continues to do so. If we, as the Church, SERVE and DO for others within our community expressing God’s love, grace and mercy in tangible ways that having nothing to do with our personal gain, we will not only NOT look like the rest of the world … but we will find that the CREDIBILITY of our message is enhanced which gives us the platform to TELL the GOOD NEWS about Jesus.  Of course, it’s certainly easier for the Church to focus within -- on creating good worship … teaching the Word and discipling those within the community faith … as well as supporting and encouraging one another.  These are 3 key characteristics of the true Church – Worship, Instruction, and Fellowship.  But the Church is still not the Church of Jesus Christ, unless we are also EXPRESSING God’s love (Evangelism) to a world that does not know or believe in Jesus … a world that does not even realize how much the God of this universe loves them .. a world that does not understand that God in His love for them sent his Son to die for their sins and remove the sin problem that would keep them from having a personal and eternal relationship with Him.  
LGCC: COME and SEE has it’s place, but it’s not enough. Jesus commanded us to GO and TELL. The Spirit of God continues to prick our conscience and nudge us to get outside of ourselves … outside of the comfortable confines of the Church community we know so well .. prodding us to GO and TELL others, witnessing to this world – first, to those around us, here .. and then, in ever widening circles, until we are engaged in helping to reach the ends of the earth.  For many years now, we have been financially supporting missions that are local, national and international.  On average, we have given between 12% and 22% of our budget in support of them each year. We can be proud of that. And we have had people go on mission trips to Guatemala, to an inner city in Michigan, and to an Indian reservation in New Mexico. Right now, two of our youths are even in Peru. That’s all good … but what about our Jerusalem?  What are we doing to be more than the COME and SEE Church?  …. How are we being the GO and TELL Church to our JERUSALEM?  Yes, this is a very affluent area, where people’s needs are far less than those of the under-resourced.  So how do we serve the affluent as well as the under-resourced?  How do we demonstrate God’s love, grace, and mercy in tangible ways .. in ways that have no personal gain for us .. and use that as a the platform so that we can express God’s love to others here within our own Jerusalem.  I think partnering with Lawndale Community Church this summer is one way for us to GO and TELL by SERVING and DOING within the larger local area … and that excites me .. and hopefully you too.   But let me tell you another way we can SERVE and DO closer to home – the BACKPACK PROJECT.  The backpacks that we provide as a church will go to the under-resourced families in Lake County. It will help provide school resources for children of under-resourced families living within Mundelein, Lake Zurich, Waukegan, and other towns close to home. How about if you engage in this worthy project?  I’d like to suggest that you not just write as check, but go out and buy the supplies on the list … and then pray over them .. Pray for the child as well as his or her family that receives them. Send them on with love and Holy Spirit power!     Let me tell you, to help our church in this endeavor of GOING and TELLING by SERVING and DOING, we joined an association of churches within Lake County known as CATALYST.  The purpose of CATALYST is to connect the churches within Lake County in carrying on the mission of Christ.  In the month of October, we’ll be engaging in SHARE-FEST with the other churches of CATALYST.  SHAREFEST involves all kinds of projects of SERVING and DOING, including a food drive that reaches into your own neighborhood and witnesses to people living around you by helping others.  To help us we also closed the church one Sunday last fall and hung up a sign that said, “The Church has left the building” just so that we could SERVE and DO in our Jerusalem. We cleaned up trash in Long Grove, provided cookies to the shop owners and staff, and even reached out to the elderly in nursing homes located within our immediate area.  This is something we want to do again, perhaps this fall or next spring.  But this time, we’d like you to come up with some ideas of SERVING and DOING.  ACTION ITEM: You have a note card today with the question: “What would Jesus do for 2 hours on a Sunday to reach out to the people of Long Grove, Kildeer, Hawthorn Woods, Buffalo Grove, etc?”  Write down your ideas.  If you think of something that will take more than 2 hours on a Sunday or even something we can do on an ongoing basis, go ahead and write it down.  The idea behind all this is so that we can GO and TELL by SERVING and DOING, giving us that same platform and enhanced credibility that Peter and John experienced when they reached out to the people of Jerusalem.  
CCL:  If we are the Church Jesus is building … expressing God’s love and carrying on the work of Christ by GOING and TELLING, then we must  SERVE and DO so that our message of God’s love, grace, and mercy will have a tangible expression that not only adds to our credibility, but provides a way for people to connect with and see the truth of God’s love, grace and mercy at work. Amen? Amen!
