The Child of Christmas
Romans 5:1
Opening Story – Young Monk

It seems that young monk lived a somewhat anxious life and was given little opportunity to deal with it, until he had nothing lese he could do but quit.

Anxiety, Worry can do that can’t it?  Make us want to quit?

Albert Camus called our modern world – “the age of overt anxiety”.  I have read other authors who say of the term worry – “The official emotion of our generation”; “the basis of all neuroses”; the most pervasive psychological problem of our time”.

Mark Twain once wrote – “From his cradle to his grave, a man never does a single thing which has any first and foremost object save one, to secure peace of mind for himself.”

Some real food for thought there.  Worry, anxiety, we see it played out individually, culturally and even internationally.

And it is in such a world that Christians, you and I, this time of year talk and sing and dream and preach about “Peace on Earth”.  In an age of anxiety, how is it we can go about celebrating as we do on this Sunday.  In a world that seems to know anything but peace, how can we think and sing of “peace on earth”?

Well it has to do with a baby, a baby born in a stable on a still and silent night almost 2000 years ago.  It was then that the angels first proclaimed Peace on Earth because the one of peace had come.  Long before, Micah had prophesied of his coming.  Declaring that this child of Bethlehem would be our peace.

For some of us, the holidays are anything but peaceful.  What we need to do is step out of the shopping malls, out of the office parties, out of the overtime to pay for it all, and gather instead around the cradle of the child who brings peace.  A child who was and is and for ever will be the one called the promised one.  And one of the promises he brings and fulfills is the promise of peace.
When we stop and reflect what we find is that the Child of Christmas --is the Promised One of today who brings us peace.

The first aspect of peace he brings is:

I. Brings us peace with God.  

Brothers and Sisters, this is the one true message of these holidays.  The basis for everything we do and say.  We celebrate at Christmas the birth of Jesus, the Christmas child, first and foremost because as the son of God, the Promised one, he has brought us peace with God.
A man close to death was in the hospital.  A minister came to see him and asked, “Have you made your peace with God?”  The man answered, “I didn’t even know we ever quarreled.”

There are many in today’s world who feel exactly this way.  At the heart of this idea of Jesus bringing us peace with God is the truth that without Christ we are not at peace with God at all.  In fact without this Child of Christmas, this man of peace, we are and will remain at war with God.  This is what Paul says in Eph. 2:12 ** In this context scripture teaches one of its most solemn truths.  The Bible clearly proclaims that with out Christ-


We are without God’s promise


We are without Hope


We are without God


We are lost, lost forever

Many will balk at this truth.  “Do you mean to say that all of those outside the church, those without Christ, have no hope whatsoever?”

What about all those sincere folks who never come to Christ.  What of the millions of people in the worlds of Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism?  What about my friends, neighbors, co-workers who are good hearted people, but who have never given their hearts to Christ?  

Are you saying that they are lost?  What is being asked, what is implied in that series of questions/thoughts, is this:  “Well if that’s true then the message of Christmas has made you Christians the most narrow-minded, bigoted people on the face of the earth.”

How can we respond?  We begin by saying that far from being narrow-minded and bigoted, Christians are the most loving people in the world.  

Suppose you are a dr. and one day an individual comes to you and describes his symptoms.  Run some blood tests and realize this fellow has acute diabetes.  You prescribe insulin injections.  “Insulin!” he cries, “I don’t want to take insulin!”

You assure him he must take it to be healthy.  The diabetic responds, “I don’t want to take insulin.  I want another drug.  How about penicillin?  Or wouldn’t two aspirin a day work?  Won’t Ambien take care of it?”  You again reaffirm your opinion, that without insulin he will die. No those other medications will not work.

The patient turns to you and says, “Why Dr., I do believe you are the most narrow-minded, close-minded, bigoted physician I have ever met!”

Is he?  Is the dr. bigoted?  Or is he loving and caring in telling the man the truth, the only truth which will give him life?
Christians are not narrow-minded bigoted people.  Christians love because we declare truth to a world which desperately needs truth.  And that truth means that in our sin, we are at war with God and without hope, without God.  

That truth also includes that the Child of Christmas is the promise for today, that Jesus is the solution to this separation from God.  Ro 5:1-2a, 2 Cor. 5:17-19, Col. 1:19-20 **

In and through Christ does peace with God come, does eternal life find its way to us.
The child of Christmas, the promised one, the prince of peace brings peace with God.  There is no peace that can be purchased, bargained for at the sales counter of heaven.  There is no peace that can be earned like a boy scout badge.  Only through Christ’s victory on the cross where God justly punishes sin, and mercifully pardons the sinner, only on the cross do we find that which brings peace.
“He is our peace”.  This is not narrow/ bigoted and close minded.  It is the truth of God which we have been graced to see and understand.  My friends this is a part of understanding this season.  This is a season of peace because the Child of Christmas is the promised one of today who brings us peace with God. 
The Child of Christmas also …

II. Brings us peace with others.

“Star over nativity” illus.

Tragic is it not.  That the town of Christ’s birth would be a focal point for war.  History and just living teach us there is not peace on earth among mankind.

It has been estimated that only 8% of recorded history has had peace time.  Of the last 2000 years only 300 have been without war.  During this time period over 8000 treaties have been broken.  In our own nation there have been few years since WW2.  Every day we read of the headlines of Iraq, Afghanistan, the saber rattling of the Mideast and even now once again Russia.  And we wonder where is this peace on Earth spoken of by the angel?  Where is this peace promised by the Child of Christmas, this man of peace?  Where is this peace between nations? Where is this peace between people and within families?
Scripture teaches that the time of ultimate peace is coming in the future when Christ returns for his Second Advent.  Listen to Revelation 21:1-5 **
A time when the lion will lie with the lamb.  But this peace, his peace is not only future, but it is also a present reality, and it is best found in the church, His body.  Again listen to Ephesians 2:13-19**
If there is any place on this planet where men and women can live in harmony and peace with one another, it must be in our relationships as brothers and sisters in Christ.  This must be our goal because it is the desire of our Lord’s heart.  In fact it is not just a desire, but it is a command of Christ.  Listen to these scriptures:  1 Cor. 7:15 “God has called us to peace.”  2 Cor. 13:11 “Finally brothers, good-by.  Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.”  1 Thess. 5:13 “Live in peace with each other.”

This must be the reality we live out before the Lord every day.  How will the world believe that Jesus Christ beings us peace with God if we cannot live at peace with one another?  

Jesus himself in Mark 9:50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again?  Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with each other.”  Jesus is directly tying our saltiness, our witness and influence before the world to living at peace with one another.  

Now truth is we can put on a pretty good show most of the time. Young immigrant illustration.  It is that way is it not?  In our family, our Christian relationships, we put up a good front and then spit in the soup?  That is we sour our relationship with people whom Christ holds dear.

The message of Christmas is peace on earth.  Maybe we are powerless to achieve this on the geo-political scale,..but maybe, just maybe, we can commit ourselves to the truth of “peace in my world”.  My world of Christian brothers and sisters, my world of family, my world of neighbors and co-workers.  

The message of peace is a message to God’s people.  Those who have received peace with God must live at peace with one another.  If we fail in this we deny the truth of Christmas in our lives.  

The child of Christmas also …
III. Brings us peace with ourselves.

Not just peace with God, not just peace with one another, but Jesus Christ, the Child of Christmas is our peace as well. When Christ through his sacrifice makes us at peace with God and with others, then and only then can we be at peace with ourselves.  

Scripture teaches that when we set our minds and actions upon the things of God, then and only then will the peace of God, which transcends all our comprehension, will it guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

You know Bill that sounds good, and I know it says that in the Bible in Phil. 4:7, but how can I be at peace when all of life is crashing in around me?  Billy Graham illustration.  

Jesus Christ not only brings peace to us, thus giving us a future hope, but Jesus Christ also brings us a sense of peace of/in life today.  He is as concerned about the here and now as he is the what will be.  He wants us to be like that little bird, “able to sleep in the storm”.

Is he really interested and able to give us this peace?  Listen to God’s word.  2 Thess. 3:16, Romans 15:13; Mark 5:34; Luke 7:50; John 14:27; John 16:33; John 20:19, 21 and 26; Luke 24:36
In Christ, we are at peace in the midst of our confusions, bewilderments, and the perplexities of this life.  

Being at peace does not mean absence of conflict or troubles,  rather it means, it signifies in our hearts and minds –


An attitude of security – secure in Christ’s love no matter what


A heart of contentment – content in our knowledge that God is in control

A life of significance – there is a wholeness to our purpose because God has 

 
 called us to live for him

A sense of stability – that even though the storm rages our hearts at rest in him, 


His truths and his promises

When Christ comes into our lives, he stands against the winds, storms and he cries out on our behalf, peace, be still.

It was only a few years ago that I had a chance meeting and privilege of meeting a young man, father of 4 children, whose wife passed away the week of thanksgiving.    Our conversation began simply enough and then turned quite somber.  We spoke for a few minutes.  It was hard for me, also a father of 4, though at the time they were much older than his kids, but it was hard for me not to put myself in that situation.   What would I do?  How would I feel? If I had just lost my wife at a time of thanksgiving and now had 4 children 8 and younger to raise.

I can’t really answer that question, but what I saw in that young father’s eyes and heard in his voice, wow.  Oh, I saw the tears of grief and loneliness.  I heard the sound of the waves of the storm crashing around him. But I saw an overriding peace, a knowledge that Christ holds him, his children, and his life’s love in his loving hands.  Hands that are tender and strong.  I saw in that young father’s eyes, that despite the pain, a confidence and security would win out.  I saw in the face of that young man and heard from his heart a personal familiarity of the words of Jesus – Peace be still.

If Christ is here in our hearts, we can be at peace.  We find that peace with ourselves when we find him. The key to being at peace is found in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Not a Sunday go to meeting religion, but a personal walk with Christ.
A relationship which is founded upon a faith, a trust, that this Child of Christmas who became a man of Peace, was and is the Son of God, and that in his birth, death and resurrection your war with God, with others and with yourself was won, and he died for you and your sin, and that from his sacrifice, you receive the free gift of salvation and peace.
It is by faith, believing and trusting your life and future upon Christ, accepting him and his forgiveness.

How long have you been holding out?  The message of Christmas is not narrow/ bigoted.  It is the truth.  The only hope we have in this world and the next is to allow Jesus to restore our lost relationship with God.

Have you entered into a personal relationship and peace with Jesus Christ?  Allowed him to change your heart?  This is our only hope of a world which longs for peace, our only hope for our communities, our only hope for our lives, to allow Christ to recreate our hearts.  
God promised he would bring peace…and he did.  Isaiah 9:6-7**
The Child of Christmas is truly the Prince of Peace.  Will his peace be yours this Christmas season and the whole year through?

Pray.

