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“Have A Heart”
Col 3:12-17
INT:  In 1883, Mark Twain published his book, Life on the Mississippi.  It is essentially a memoir of his youthful years as a fledgling pilot on a steam boat that paddled up and down the Mississippi River.  I bring it up because in the book, there is a fictional account of a killer being identified by his fingerprint. I say fictional because at the time, the science of fingerprint evidence did not yet exist.  It would be another 9 years after Twain wrote his story before the first fingerprint evidence was actually introduced and used to solve a crime.  And it would be well into the 20th century before fingerprints were actually accepted as indisputable evidence in criminal cases. What made fingerprint evidence so invaluable in solving crimes was that not only each fingerprint is unique to every person, but that fingerprints do not change over time.  While criminals might be able to change their looks, they cannot alter their fingerprints. In this series called, Fingerprints of Love, we are examining the call of God on us to leave evidence of His love at work in us behind .. like fingerprint evidence.  To put it another way – if being a Christian were a crime, would there be enough evidence in relationship to others to convict you?  

TS:  Last week, Pastor Jim opened up this new series by showing us how the Lord has not only made us as unique as our fingerprints, but also set us apart for the purpose of doing good to others … serving and loving people.   For the next 3 Sundays we are going to look at one passage of the Bible, Col 3:12-17, in which God identifies the kind of evidence His love at work in us will leave behind with others. 
BCKGD: The Apostle Paul wrote the Letter to the Colossians in order to correct some false teachings that were troubling the church. As Paul does in all of his other letters, he begins by teaching the correct theology and then follows this up with some practical application.  You can think of the practical application as the evidence of this godly theology finding its mark upon your mind and heart. Paul begins his practical application in Chapter 3.  
TEXT:  1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. Paul was saying that because we are united with Jesus in his resurrection, our focus (mind and heart) ought to be upon heavenly things. Paul is not saying that we are to ignore the world. God would not have you turn your backs and look the other way upon poverty, pain, and injustice. God would not have you go off and live in an isolated community from the rest of the world. Rather, God is telling us here that He wants the spiritual realities of His kingdom to inform our choices and our actions. He doesn’t want us to live for the moment or for our own delight, but to live in the moment with heaven on our minds.  He wants us to stand up for what is right and to help those who are need. He wants us to reorient our lives from self-preservation and self-interest to caring about what God cares about and living with eternity as our ultimate goal.  Paul goes on to say, 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. EX: Have any of you ever watched the TV show, “What Not To Wear?” My wife loves the show. Each show, they select a guest for a wardrobe makeover, a new haircut, and new makeup.  It’s interesting to see how people cling to their old, worn out clothes .. which actually looks pretty terrible on them. As the clothes are thrown away, the hosts of the show explain what’s wrong with them.  Then, the hosts go on to teach the guest what style and type of clothes will work best for their size, age, and needs. Afterward, the guest gets to go shopping for a new wardrobe, gets a new hairdo, and new makeup.  The transformation is usually significant.  As Paul continues, he tells the Colossians and us WHAT NOT TO WEAR! 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  TS: Then, Paul tells the Colossians and us WHAT TO WEAR. These clothes amount to the evidence of God’s love at work in us … and at work in our relationships with others.  This is the passage we will be examining for the next few weeks.  Paul begins this section with the word, THEREFORE.  THERFORE is a conjunction that denotes not only a connection between the previous verses and the verses that are to follow .. but also indicates that what follows is a logical conclusion to what has preceded it.  12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy  (SET APART) and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Col 3:1-17 
CONTRASTS:  God’s Word in Chapter 3 provides us with some real contrasts between what we are to TAKE OFF and GET RID OF … and what we are TO CLOTHE ourselves with and PUT ON.  In verses 8 & 9, we are commanded to GET RID of such vices as ANGER, RAGE, MALICE, SLANDER, FILTHY LANGUAGE, and LYING. These are destructive qualities that only serve to create hurt, pain, ill-will, distance, divisiveness, and separation.  They are unlike the character of God and unlike the fruits of the Spirit. Such vices cause people to wonder not only if the love of God that we claim has touched us is real … but if God, Himself, is real.  They exemplify what we can expect from the world and are contrary to God.  This is why if we claim to follow Jesus but persist in such behaviors, our witness for the Lord is suspect.  IL:  In the early of years of my ministry, I sometimes used colorful language in the privacy of men.  One of the men asked me why I did that. I told him in the culture I grew up in it was a way of expressing emotion.  But after I read this passage and a few others, including the power of the tongue from James, I realized I was doing more harm than good.  It was something I needed to stop, period. The Greek language commands us to be actively engaged in the process of TAKING these vices OFF.  In other words, just because you become a follower of Jesus, doesn’t mean these things are going to stop by themselves, melt away.  They require some attention and effort on your part.  IL:   For instance, if you allow your anger to boil, you will find yourself getting madder and madder.  When this happens, you’ll probably say something you wished you hadn’t of said. The only way to change this is to realize that you have to be in charge of your anger.  You cannot allow it to go unchecked. You cannot allow it to be in charge of you. God will help you to get rid of these vices, but you have to work at them.  AND JUST as we are to be actively engaged in GETTING RID of these vices … so we are commanded to be actively engaged in PUTTING ON or CLOTHING ourselves with ---- COMPASSION, KINDNESS, HUMILITY, GENTLENESS, and PATIENCE. Also included with these qualities in other verses are LOVE, PEACE, and FORGIVNESS.  These are all qualities that flow out of the character of God toward us … qualities that God wants to give us through His Spirit … and qualities that God wants us to show to others.  But we must actively engage with God in seeking them and putting them on.  What I love about these CLOTHES is that they are DESIGNER CLOTHES.  They reveal the handiwork of God’s GRACE.  For the rest of our time, let’s take an in depth look at two of these qualities --- COMPASSION and KINDNESS.   
COMPASSION:  The King James Version translates the Greek as BOWELS OF MERCY rather than merely COMPASSION as the NIV does. That’s because there are actually two words being used – SPLANCHNON (which means SPLEEN or INNER AFFECTION) and OIKTIRMOS (which means MERCY). Other translations describe it as TENDER-HEARTED MERCY or HEART of COMPASSION.  If we look at the image of what it means to be tender-hearted, we can understand what this COMPASSION is all about. IL: Show a picture of the TIN MAN from “The Wizard of Oz..”  QUESTION: What was this guy’s problem?  ANSWER: He wanted a heart. What the Tin Man discovered at the end of his journey was that while he might not have possessed a human heart any longer, the way he responded to his friends throughout their journey demonstrated that he was tender hearted all along.  Many years ago, when I was a student chaplain at Lutheran General, my supervisor asked me which character in the Wizard of Oz I identified with.  I chose the Tin Man. I saw myself as needing more of a heart. I needed to allow the tender feeling within to breathe and live, instead of pushing them away with busyness or toughness. Being tender hearted is being able to feel pain, sadness, or grief instead of feeling nothing. I thought that not being able to feel such things was actually a strength and not a weakness.  I was wrong.  It is important to be able to feel pain, sadness and grief. It is important to allow tender feelings toward others and yourself to exist. When you feel such things down deep in your guts – in your bowels – it will cause you to act with mercy and compassion and love toward others.  Mark used the same Greek words to describe Jesus’ feeling toward the people of Galilee.  34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had COMPASSION on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. ….. Mark 6:34  Dr. Luke used these words to describe the Good Samaritan when he reached out and helped the injured man on the road to Jericho.  33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took PITY on him. Luke 10:33  In the parable about God’s great love for us, these words were  used to describe the Father’s response to the prodigal son when returned home.  20 So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. Luke 15:20 And while the words are not exactly the same, the Apostle Paul teaches us that COMPASSION is God’s response toward us … and the response that He hopes we will have toward others when he wrote,  3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 2 Cor 1:3-4   DEFINED: TENDER HEARTED MERCY or COMPASSION is a deep feeling for others that wells up within us and causes us to ACT on behalf of others WITHOUT concern for ourselves.  It is being like the Good Samaritan who was moved with compassion to help the wounded man on the road to Jericho, unlike the religious men who passed by on the other side.  They could quote the law. They could tell you God’s truth.  But they were unmoved by the sight of a hurting man in desperate need of help.  Tender hearted mercy is emulating Jesus, who was moved by compassion to reach out to people in need. It is letting the love and compassion that God shows you flow into your life and overflow out of you toward others.  It is becoming like a 4 tiered fountain that we studied about last fall in which we allow the OUTFLOW of all that God pours out into us --- JOY, LOVE, LIFE, BLESSINGS, and COMPASSION … not only fill us, but flow out of us to others.  IL:  Mother Teresa once said, For all kinds of diseases, there are medicines and cures.  But for being unwanted, except there are willing hands to serve and a loving heart to love, I don’t think this terrible disease can ever be cured.”  AP:  When we look around us here, we see lots of affluence and not many needs.  Don’t be fooled.  Look deeper and you will see lonely, hurting people who desire deeply to be loved. They may not admit it, but they desperately want and need someone to be tender hearted toward them  .. to reach them with God’s love.   ACTION ITEM:  On Sunday, April 30th from 6 to 8 PM, we will be providing a class called How To Thread A Camel Through the Eye of a Needle; Sharing the Gospel in a Culture of Affluence.   I want to encourage you to sign up for the class and learn how to comfortably share God’s love with others in this culture. Learning how to share the Gospel with them is an important step in reaching them.  
KINDNESS is another piece of the DESIGNER CLOTHES of GRACE that we are TO PUT ON.  It is akin to TENDER-HEARTED MERCY in that this is a word that expresses action and not just feeling. DEFINED: This particular word for KINDNESS describes an inner characteristic of goodness and uprightness that expresses itself in BENEVOLENT ACTION toward others.  It is a word that carries with it the thought of being PROFITABLE or HELPFUL TO OTHERS.  There is another word the Greeks used for kindness, but it conveys a level of sternness and discipline to it.  This word for KINDNESS conveys GENTLENESS. In fact, it is the same word used by the Gospel writers to describe Jesus saying that His YOKE is EASY. Just as COMPASSION characterizes God’s relationship with us … so this GENTLE KINDNESS of doing good for others does also. We read in Eph 2:6-7 that God’s character of goodness and uprightness expressed itself in GENTLE KINDNESS toward us through the saving, undeserved grace of Jesus Christ. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his KINDNESS to us in Christ Jesus. Eph 2:6-7  This GENTLE KINDNESS of BENEVOLENCE toward others is also one of the FRUITS of the SPIRIT at work in us, making us more like Christ. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control …. Gal 5:22-23   AP:  What good is it if for us to profess Jesus as our Savior .. to read and treasure God’s Word.. but live a life that is self-contained and self-involved?  God calls us to live a life that reaches out in love and service to others … to have a compassionate heart, that doesn’t just feel bad for others, but does something to help them … and is kind to others, not just speaking with gentle words, but doing kind deeds that actually help others.  ACTION ITEM:  This summer, our youth and several adults will be traveling to the Lawndale Community in Chicago in order to join with Lawndale Community Church in reaching out into this under-resourced of the Lawndale community with love.  It will be a week-long experience in which we will be living with our brothers and sisters in Christ and working with them to build up that community. While it may not be as glamorous as a mission trip far way, it is just as important. Maybe even more important, because it is learning to see the needs of others right here around us and responding to those needs in a personal way. For those of you who have youth, I hope you will encourage them to participate in this important experience.  There is not only room for youth, but for adults to join us as well.  The first PREP will be later on in April.  For more information see me or Cliff Nellis after church. 
CONCLU:  Recently, my daughter Carolyn read the book, Wild Child, Waiting Mom. It is the story of a pastor’s child who became a prodigal daughter and found her way back God and her family.  Carolyn just raved about it. When she finished it, she read something to Marsha and I that speaks volumes about today’s message. “To those of you who love the Lord your God, let my story bring this challenge: To what degree do you show God’s love to the unlovable?  Do you continue to show love toward your prodigal even when he or she is so very difficult to love?  Unconditional love can be frustrating at times.  It may be heart wrenching as was my parent’s love toward me … Many if not all, hurting souls cry out for nothing more than to be truly accepted and loved. My parents consistent love (20 years worth of love to a closed heart) finally broke through my hardened heart, and helped me see the Savior’s love for me.”   Then Carolyn said to Marsha and I, “I see that in you.”  It brought tears to our eyes to think that there are fingerprints of Gods love we are leaving behind us. Folks, it is your kindness and compassion that touches people.  It is your kindness and compassion that shows them the truth of God’s love. It is your kindness and compassion to family and friends … it is your kindness and compassion to neighbors and co-workers … it is your kindness and compassion to the strangers you meet and the hurting people you see .. it your kindness and compassion that shows the world God’s love and reveals God to them!  Live your life for God, OUTFLOWING with compassion and kindness toward others.  Amen!  
