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Be Humble & Gentle

Col 3:12-17

INT: While advances in science has made DNA typing and identification the latest scientific technique for identifying unknown suspects, fingerprint evidence is still one of the most reliable and accessible means open to law enforcement. Fingerprints are said to solve ten times more cases than DNA. We’ve all seen TV programs where crime scene investigators lift a fingerprint through the use of a powder or chemical reagent. But on metallic and other electronically conductive materials, prints can now be lifted by means of an electronic scan that is so sensitive it reads the salt content from the perspiration of a fingerprint.  You might not realize it, but fingerprints can also be lifted from most surfaces, even porous surfaces like clothing. That’s because the fingerprint left behind comes contains sweat, body oils, grease, dirt, blood, paint, ink, or whatever in it. 
TS: In this series called, Fingerprints of Love, we are examining the call of God to leave behind us evidence of God’s love at work in us .. We are talking about hard evidence, like fingerprint evidence .. that points to God’s love and goodness.  This evidence is revealed in our character, in the way we treat others, in how we conduct ourselves in both large and small matters, and in what we say and how we say it. Today’s passage is the same as last Sunday’s, Col 3:12-17.  In it, God identifies several kinds of evidence that reveal His love to others. 

TEXT:  Paul was writing to the Colossions to correct false teachings. As he did, he told them about the sufficiency of Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. Col 2:9-10 (NLT) While false teachers taught that Jesus was the Messiah, they also taught that those who followed Jesus still needed to convert to Judaism and follow the laws of Judaism.  This is why Paul wrote, 11 When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12 For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross …..16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. Col 2:11-16 (NLT)  After correcting these and other false teachings in the first 2 chapters, Paul then set forth his practical theology -- that is, the evidence that the correct knowledge of God had found its way into their hearts and minds. Beginning of Chapter 3, Paul calls his readers to live the new life that Jesus had purchased for them in the cross.  In this, the reader is commanded to TAKE OFF and GET RID OF clothes from the old nature like ANGER, RAGE, MALICE, SLANDER, FILTHY LANGUAGE, and LYING. These are destructive qualities that only serve to create hurt, pain, ill-will, distance, divisiveness, and separation.  They are unlike the character of God and unlike the fruits of the Spirit. A few verses later, God also commands the reader to CLOTHE or PUT ON new, spiritual clothes that exemplify the influence and impact of Jesus in our lives. These are clothes that provide the evidence of his love. They are: COMPASSION, KINDNESS, HUMILITY, GENTLENESS, and PATIENCE. Also included are LOVE, PEACE, and FORGIVNESS.  They are all qualities that flow out of the character of God toward us … qualities that God wants to give us through His Spirit … qualities that God wants us to show toward others.  Let’s read Col 3:12-17.  12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
In verse 8, God commands us to GET RID of the clothes of our old nature .. while in verse 12, God commands is to PUT ON the new clothes of our new nature in Christ.  In verbs in these verses indicate that we are to be engaged in the process of getting rid of and putting on these clothes. Why does God command us to take off one and then put on the other?  Two reasons. First, because DARKNESS and LIGHT cannot exist together.  IL:  Wherever there is light, the darkness flees.  Darkness can only exist where there in no light. Of these two natures --- the old one is self-absorbed and dead to any awareness of God … while the new nature looks to God as the source of all goodness, life, love, blessing, and joy and is alive to God.  One of these natures is going to have greater influence over you.  Which one do you want it to be? You cannot straddle the fence as I fear some of wish.  Second, these clothes provide EVIDENCE of God’s love to the world.  When people see you, can they tell you love Jesus and follow him by the way you talk … by the way you act … by the decisions and choices you make … by your character and conduct? …..… OR, do you look pretty much like everyone else?  Think about it. IL: The world doesn’t prize these qualities that God wants us to put on.  But God does!  You won’t hear anyone accusing Nancy Pelosi or Dick Chenny of speaking with humility.  And you hear Obama, Clinton, or McCain saying, “Vote for me. I’m the meek and gentle choice for President.”   God prizes such qualities of character and He wants us to exhibit them to the world.  These are qualities that God can use to reach others … qualities that testify to the truth about Jesus, who embodied these very same qualities as well.  IL: In a recent book titled, UnChristian, the authors studied what 16 to 29 year olds thought of Christians as a whole.  They characterized us with words like “hypocritical,” “insensitive,” “ judgmental,” and “anti-gay” to name a few.  We probably some of those labels.  Author Gabe Lyons says, “We need to get back to the basics of what biblical Christianity is about.  We need to recognize that Christ followers are called to love -- to be the most compassionate, service-oriented people contributing to the common good of culture and society.  We’ve gotten a little bit away from that over the last few decades and it’s time to get back to it.” Doctrine doesn’t reach out and touch the hearts of hurting people, revealing the truth of God’s love for them.  Only the love we manifest and demonstrate in our character and in our actions will reveal God’s love to people.  These new clothes embody what God’s love looks like in us in relation to others.  TS: Last Sunday we looked at putting on COMPASSION and KINDNESS.  This Sunday we are looking at putting on HUMILITY and GENTLENESS.  These are two qualities that go together also.  

HUMILITY:  The Greek word for HUMILITY means to be humble in DEMEANOR … to be submitted to those in AUTHORITY above you … as well as to value and place others ABOVE yourself.  When the disciples asked who would be greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus replied, 4 … whoever HUMBLES himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Mat 18:4  When they asked a second time who would be greater among them, Jesus told them that THE HUMBLE WILL BE EXALTED BY GOD. 12 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. Mat 23:12  Jesus not only taught the disciples to embody this quality of humility, Jesus embodied it, himself.  Jesus DEMONSTRATED HUMILTY when he washed the disciples’ feet. Afterward, he encouraged the disciples to be like him in this.  The Apostle Paul wrote that although Jesus was God and he became a man, he nevertheless 8 … HUMBLED himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Phil 2:8   IL: Think of it this way, humility is the quality of character that emulates Jesus in relation to the Father and to others.  
AP: So how do we put on HUMILTY?  First and foremost, be humble before the AUTHORITY of GOD.  ACTION ITEM: Take time every day to pray to God. Take time to read His Word so you can know Him and understand your relationship with Him.  Give God first place in your life. Don’t relegate God to time when and if you have it .. after work, after dinner, after family, after play. Let God be the first person you talk with when you wake up and the last person you speak with when you go to bed.  Second, be humble before the AUTHORITY of OTHERS - those God has placed above us by submitting to them.  ACTION ITEM: Don’t act arrogantly toward those who are above you.  Submit to the authority of your superiors. You may not like how they are handling themselves. But remember, God has allowed them to be above you.  Treat your superiors with respect. Be honest. Use discretion.  Regardless of how you feel under them, learn from your experience with them. God expects you to have a teachable spirit.  Third, become a SERVANT, seeking to serve not only those above you, but also below you.  ACTION ITEM:  If you are a supervisor at work, serve the people you lead.  Don’t be arrogant.  Husbands, be humble before your wives. Parents, be humble with your children.  HOW?  Listen to them.  Hear them out and consider carefully what they are telling you.  See your position as a gift from God – an opportunity to love people closer to God. A person’s skin color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, economic class or whatever should not matter.  If you will see these people as God sees them, then you will love and value them as God loves and values them. This summer, if you are planning to join us at Lawndale Community Church, make sure you engage in the training which will include a little cross-cultural training. In other words, the culture of the Northwest suburbs is not the same cultural as the community of Lawndale.  One isn’t right and the other wrong … OR, better and the other worse.  If you are going to reach out and touch people with acts of service and love, then you must also be humble enough to learn about them and from them!  Generally, suburban churches and people can be pretty arrogant and haughty toward people in the urban setting. 
GENTLE or MEEK:  This is a word that I have come to know well over the last 5 years.  This biblical word is often misunderstood.  Meekness is often wrongly thought of as WEAKNESS.  Miriam-Webster’s online dictionary describe meekness as “deficient in spirit and courage” … “not violent or strong.”  But this is not so of the Greek word used in the bible.  The biblical word conjures up the image of a strong animal brought under control.  Think of it as POWER under CONTROL.  IL:  When you think of being meek, think of a wild, powerful horse that is tamed …. OR, the rushing waters of a river passing through the turbines of a damn, instead of running wild, out of control, destroying everything in its path.  IL: I said that this is a word I have lived with for the last five years because an incident with two staff members caused me to really take a good look at myself.  Like most people, I saw being meek as being weak.  I wasn’t about to join the “Dependent Order of Really Meek and Timid Souls,” otherwise known as DOORMAT.   I valued my strength, my forthrightness, and my willingness to lay myself on the line.  As I grew up the qualities that were most highly prized by the people I loved and respected were anything but weakness.  Whenever I would read this passage …. I would think to myself, “God meant that for others.  He wired me differently.”  And when I read that the MEEK will inherit the earth … my only thought was “I’m headed for heaven. Who cares about inheriting the earth.” My arrogance caused me to reject this quality of character that God so highly prizes.  I foolishly pursued my own way. I believe that it not only confused some people along the way, but may well have needlessly injured others. Perhaps you are more like me in that you are afraid that being MEEK will make you WEAK.  WRONG!  Strength exhibits itself best in gentleness. I have learned that I do not need to stick my chest out, beat my chest, raise my voice, or look through someone to make my point.  I can simply say it … and then use my strength judiciously, as needed.  What I learned in my study of the word is that we are to BE MEEK (use controlled power) when we DISCIPLINE.  21 What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle (MEEK) spirit? 1 Cor 4:21  We are to BE MEEK (use controlled power) when we SPEAK ..  2 … slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate (MEEK), and to show true humility toward all men. Titus 3:2  We are to BE MEEK (use controlled power) in our general BEHAVIOR. 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility (MEEKNESS) that comes from wisdom. James 3:13   We are to BE MEEK (use controlled power) when we MINISTER to others.  11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness (MEEKNESS). 1 Tim 6:11 Likewise, we are even to BE MEEK (use controlled power) when we WITNESS to others.   15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness (MEEKNESS) and respect … 1 Pet 3:15 
Being MEEK is not being WEAK.  MEEK is being more like Jesus, exercising your strength, power, and position with control.   Jesus entered Jerusalem in MEEKNESS. The prophet predicted that the Son of Man would enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  Matthew records his words, 5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle (MEEK) and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'" Mat 21:5  Jesus went to the cross in MEEKNESS. This is why he said,  18 No one takes it (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. …." John 10:18 And this is why when they came to arrest Jesus and Peter wanted to fight, said to Peter,  53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? Mat 26:53 If you look at the life of Jesus, you will see that he not only embodied meekness, but humility as well. Jesus said,  29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Mat 11:29 
AP:  How can you be MEEK like Jesus?  First of all, be humble toward GOD.  Put on MEEKNESS by obeying his Word.  Second, treat others with RESPECT and DIGNITY.  Consider them of great importance no matter how important or unimportant they may seem to you.  God values them greatly. Do likewise. Learn how to talk with people, especially as it comes to sharing your faith.  ACTION ITEM:  On Sunday, April 30th from 6 to 8 PM, we will be providing a class called How To Thread A Camel Through the Eye of a Needle; Sharing the Gospel in a Culture of Affluence.   I want to encourage you to sign up for the class and learn how to comfortably share God’s love with others in this culture. Third, use your strength, power, and position JUDICIOUSLY. Only exercise your them as you need to use them.  Be like Jesus.  He was not a milk-toast.  He didn’t walk away from a fight. He often confronted the Pharisees. He threw the money changers out of the Temple.  He even rebuked his beloved Peter, when necessary, but loved him through it all.  
CCL:  Be more like Jesus … Put on the clothes of love that reflect him to others …  Practice humility and meekness (power under control) … and do it all to the glory of God. AMEN!
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