GRACISM – Week 4
Small Group Questions
Below are several questions based upon the Sunday, October 5th  message.  You are encouraged to select the questions from below that you think will best serve your small group.  Please, be sure to cover Questions 6 &10.  

1. Does our American culture promote or downplay the “me first” philosophy?  How does it promote it?  In what ways does it downplay it?
2. Assuming a “me first” philosophy creates stumbling blocks to being a gracist (feel free to discuss this if you disagree with this assumption) as described by the author as “one who hears, sees and pays attention to those on the margins…” (p.23), then discuss the how and why of the stumbling blocks.
3. What do you think was meant by the word comUNITY?
4. Discuss more fully how remembering the benefits we have in Christ should motivate us to be gracists and share comUNITY with others, especially the marginalized.  List and briefly discuss the benefits first.

5. Why do we sometimes struggle with the choices of comUNITY versus comfort?  What are the benefits of each?  What are the downsides of each? 

6. The author writes: “Gracist living doesn’t refuse the good things that life has to offer.  It simply reuses to ignore those who aren’t as privileged to enjoy such benefits and is committed to doing something about it.”  What are three commitments you can make today that will help you be more of a gracist?  

7. Do you find that Christians wrestle with the concept that “grace is unfair”?  Why or why not?

8. If so, what can we, as Christians, do to lay aside this notion and rejoice in the grace given those with less honor?

9. What does giving honor to those with out or with less look like in the life of the church?  Explain.
10. Of the four ways of extending grace – service, speech, stewardship and sitting – which is easiest for you to engage in?  Which is hardest?  Why?
