GRACISM – Week 3
Small Group Questions
Below are several questions based upon the Sunday, September 28th message.  You are encouraged to select any questions below that will best serve your small group.  Please, be sure to cover Questions 4 and the Action Item associated with it as well as Question 7.  
1. How has being encouraged made a difference in your life?

2. In Sunday’s message, Pastor Craig said, “Everyone needs encouragement.”  Have you ever gone through a time when you could have used more encouragement?  Describe it and how the lack of encouragement impacted you?  

3a)  Within our church, who are the marginalized people – those “not in”?  The poor, less educated, children, teens, 20 somethings, singles, divorced, single moms, elderly?  Identify at least 2 marginalized groups. 

3b)  How can you be an ambassador of reconciliation to that group? 

3c)  How can you educate yourself about them? 
3d)  How can you encourage them?

4a)  Who are the people in our church who God wants you to give “special honor”?
4b)  Who are the people in your life who God wants you to give “special honor”?  

4c)  What can you do to lift and encourage them?  
Action Item:  Follow through by encouraging at least one of those people this week.

5. How mush value does our society place upon the virtue of modesty?  How does this impact our ability to be sensitive to care for the modesty of others? 
6. What biblical examples can you think of where one person in the power position did not embarrass or shame someone in a weaker position but rather protected, cared for, or shielded that person? 
7a) Have you been embarrassed or shamed by someone?  Explain

7b) Have you ever embarrassed and shamed someone else?  Explain.   

7c) If you were the recipient, how did this impact you?  

7d) If you were the person responsible for it, how did this impact you? 
