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“Listen To Me”

John 8:39-47

INT:  In our current series of messages, we’ve been looking at the words of Jesus that invite us to walk closer with him.  In the first message we saw that intimacy with Jesus begins when we are “born again.” That is, your walk with Jesus begins with the Holy Spirit awakening your spiritual nature.  You cannot see, know, trust, or follow Jesus without the Spirit’s intervention.  In the second message, we who are “born again” were invited to “come to him.” That is, Jesus invites us to call him Rabbi and place the yoke of his teaching upon us, becoming one of his disciples.  In the third message, Jesus invites us to “love him.”  Jesus invites us to allow the love that is in the Father and in Him to redefine us .. to be the central mark or fingerprint of our existence. Now in today’s message, Jesus says, “LISTEN TO ME!”
The Gospel accounts ALL describe Jesus as speaking with unusual power and authority. Dr. Luke records that when Jesus 12, his parents found him discussing the scriptures with the elders in the Temple.  These men were the greatest teachers in all Israel. The Bible says, 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. Luke 2:47  Mark records that when Jesus began his ministry and exorcized a man of an evil spirit, the people said, 27 …. "What is this? A new teaching--and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." Mark 1:27  By the power of his words, Jesus healed the blind, the sick, and the deaf. Most remarkable of all, Jesus spoke and raised the dead --- a little girl, a young man, and Lazarus.  Matthew records that people were deeply moved people by the teaching of Jesus.  They responded to his Sermon on the Mount saying they were  28 … amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. Mat 7:28-29  John records that when the Pharisees sent officers to arrest Jesus, they returned empty handed. When asked why they didn’t bring Jesus back with them, the officers answered, 46 "No one ever spoke the way this man does," … John 7:46  
So what is the power behind Jesus’ words?  Jesus explained it this way, 24 … These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. John 14:24  We should not be surprised by this.  After all, Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, the Anointed One of God, what the theologians speak of as God Incarnate .. IN CARNE meaning “IN FLESH.”  But this was more than a claim by Jesus. His resurrection is evidence to his deity. This is why John begins his Gospel account by revealing the true identity of Jesus to his readers.  1 In the beginning was the Word [LOGOS], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. John 1:1-5   John was saying that Jesus is the LOGOS, the CREATIVE WORD of God through whom all that is created exists.  Jesus is God “IN FLESH,” the second member of the TRINITY – the TRIUNE GOD .. 3 Persons in One. John goes on to write, 14 The Word [LOGOS] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14  John Piper, pastor, author, and teacher says: “The entire life and work of Jesus is one great argument why we should listen to his word. Page after page of the New Testament Gospels pile up reasons to turn off the television and listen to Jesus.”
   BIG IDEA: If you want to walk closer with Jesus, then you must take his invitation “to listen” to heart! 
Please open your Bibles to John 8:39-47. We are going to read what Jesus has to say about listening to him in this text. Bit before we do, I want to give you some background to the passage. It is late September, early October – time for the Feast of Tabernacles, one of three national holidays that Jews try to observe in Jerusalem when possible. Jesus did not go to the Passover celebration six months earlier because of threats upon his life.  But he evidently felt safe enough to go and observe the holiday in Jerusalem.  As you might expect, Jesus spent his time teaching the people and confronting the religious leaders.  On the whole, John records that the Jews had mixed feelings toward Jesus.  Some are trying to have him arrested, while others were convinced by his teaching and miraculous works that he is the Messiah.  One morning, as the people gathered around Jesus at the Temple courts, the religious leaders brought before him a woman caught in adultery.  They identified her crime and asked Jesus what price the Law exacts upon such a woman.  They saw themselves as putting Jesus in a NO WIN situation. IF Jesus says they are to stone her, they believe the people will abandon Jesus and never accept his gracious message of forgiveness. BUT IF Jesus says she should not be stoned, then he would be breaking the Law and give them a reason to arrest him. They can’t lose, or so they thought.  But instead of passing judgment on the woman, Jesus passed judgment on the judges, inviting the one without sin to cast the first stone.  Eventually, the religious leaders left, and Jesus instructs the woman to give up her life of sin.  
After this, Jesus began to teach the people again.  He said, “I am the light of the world.”  While these words seem harmless and of little consequence to us, the people would have understood Jesus to be saying that he was the Messiah.  The Pharisees immediately challenged Jesus’ claim as self-arrogance, self-serving, and untrue.  They said the Law requires two witnesses.  Jesus argues that no one knows more about his own nature and experience than the person himself … and Jesus adds that his Father (referring to his Father in heaven) testifies to the truth of his claim. They taunt Jesus asking, 19 … “Where is your father?"  Jesus replied, "You do not know me or my Father," …. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." John 8:19   There are many more heated words exchanged between them. Then Jesus says to those who believed he was the Messiah,  31 … "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." John 8:31-32   Jesus goes on to say something of great importance to us; something that will bring clarity to our text.  He said, 37 I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. John 8:37 Keep that in the back of your minds for now. 
TEXT: 39 "Abraham is our father," they answered. "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things your own father does." "We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself." 42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God." John 8:39-47
In this passage, we see the children of God contrasted with the children of the devil.  The children of God give place to the Word of God (v 37) .. while the Word of God has no place in children of the devil.  The children of God, love Christ and the things of Christ (v 42) .. while the children of the devil hate Jesus and even seek to kill him.  The children of God hear God (v 43) .. while the children of the devil do not hear God, but listen to the lies the devil tells them. 
Some of you might be surprised that the bible tells us every human being is not to be considered a child of God.  You may think, doesn’t everyone have the image of God within them? And doesn’t that make them a child of God?  The answer is everyone has the image of God within. But that does not make them, you, or even I a child of God.  The image of God within each of us fell from the original state of grace with God when Adam and Eve sinned.  As a result, sin is the natural condition for all of us. This is why the bible says we are born by nature “children of wrath.” 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. Eph 2:3 (NASB)  When we reach the age of accountability and sin with the knowledge of what we are doing, we become “children of disobedience.” … 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Eph 2:2 (NASB)  Yet when we put our faith in Jesus, we are “born again” and become “children of God.” 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, John 1:12 (NASB)  Those who reject the Savior, preferring self-righteousness become something else, “children of the devil.” 10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 1 John 3:10 (NASB) The righteousness John is speaking of here is not self-righteousness, but righteousness through the grace of Jesus. Those who claim to be righteousness because of their birthright and pointed to their own self-righteousness, religiosity as the Pharisees did are identified as children of the devil. Children of the devil are not necessarily, grossly immoral people.  They can be religious people who reject Christ, seeking self-righteousness that is devoid of the truth, the power of the Gospel, and the Holy Spirit.  This is why Jesus told the Pharisees that their father was the devil. His Father, God, is filled with love for everyone. God sent His Son to purchase forgiveness for our sins through his blood sacrifice … and then, Jesus imputes, that is Jesus gifts us like an inheritance, the righteousness that is his. It is a perfect way to cover all our sins, no matter how big or small .. and to make God’s love available to all  
IF the children of God give place to the Word of God, then Jesus invites us to let his Word have a PLACE WITHIN us.  When Jesus said, you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word he was identifying the problem of not allowing the Word of God to take root within them. Other translations say: because the Word [LOGOS] has no free course in you, (ASV) … because my Word [LOGOS] is not welcome (HCSB) … because there is no room in your hearts for my Message [LOGOS] (NLT) … because My word [LOGOS] has no entrance (makes no progress, does not find any place) in you. (AMP) AP:  Jesus was saying the problem is that the Word of God could not travel freely upon its natural course within them.  In other words, they controlled and minimized the power of God’s Word within them.  They didn’t allow God to drive. They didn’t even allow God to navigate and direct their course. Instead, they kept God’s Word from finding a place to take root. When Jesus told the parable of the seeds sown upon four types of soil, the first seed fell on the path, hard ground. It never even got into the ground and germinated. Most of us here today, would not fall into that category, but we all know people who don’t care to hear what God or the Bible says.  There are other people who don’t spend much time in the Word.  As a result, they don’t really know what God says.  Those people are like the soil where the seed takes root, but withers quickly when a little heat from the sun dries it up.  These are folks who don’t really know what God says to them. Most of them are looking for God to take away their pain, their shame, any difficulty or unpleasantness. The lies of the devil tell them that this “God stuff “can’t be real.  Why would a loving God allow them or anyone to suffer?  There is no recognition that God cares so much He even entered into our suffering through Jesus.  They expect that following Jesus is going to be easy and make their life easier and more comfortable.  Following Jesus doesn’t make life easy or even more comfortable. Following Jesus makes our life better, allowing us to live life to the fullest – without fear, meaninglessness, or helplessness … We know that we don’t have to meet the challenges of life alone.  Jesus is at our side, and we can holding onto the promises of God.  They will sustain us and give us hope so that we can know God love for us now and forever!  Others don’t allow the Word of God to take its natural course, by limiting its influence upon the soul. This breeds what my dear friend who fought against Christianity most of his life calls “suburban faith.”  It is the reason why he had such a hard time making a decision for Christ.  Those with “suburban faith” limit the Word of God because while they can mouth all the right words and look good doing it, they never really get their hands dirty with faith. They don’t leave their comfort zone to help the poor, the hungry, the needy, the hurting, or the under-resourced. They don’t go into prisons and visit those who are incarcerated to tell them about real hope in Jesus Christ. They don’t turn the other cheek when they are struck.  They don’t forgive 7 times 70. When they are wrong, they don’t allow the truth to convict them. Instead they deflect, rationalize, and justify what they have done.  And when they do recognize they’re wrong, they may ask God to forgive them, but they don’t go and ask for forgiveness from those who have been hurt. Nor do they go to them and seek to make restitution.  They may allow the Word of God into their life, but they limit its course.  If they don’t, that Word will bring about radical changes in them and in how they relate to people. I think the problem is because they allow their hearts to be filled with other things, other concerns, general busyness.  This is the seed that falls upon the ground, takes root, and grows well until weeds grow up all around it and choke the life out of it.  Such people can spend hours on the computer, in front of the TV, reading a good novel, checking out their portfolios, writing letters to friends, talking on the phone, but not in the Word of God.  For some of them, the Sunday message is the only time they have with the Word of God.   Who, here, would expect much from your children, if you only taught them your values once per week at the family meal? What your children would learn from you would be almost nothing. Yet that’s what we do when we come to church and never pick up the Bible again during the week. Even if you’re not prone to study it, you can read it.  The sheer repetition of reading through the Bible will allow the Word of God to have a place within you.  When Jesus invites us to listen, he invites us to allow the Word of God he speaks to find a place with us … and then to follow the natural course it wants to take.  That that Word changes not only our values, but our character and our conduct as well.  It is the seed that falls upon the good soil, producing a harvest 30, 60, or 100 fold. 
ACTION ITEM:  Do a 1 Year Through the Bible. If reading is difficult for you, get the Bible on CD and listen to it. Do a Bible study on your own. Or, join a Bible Study like the Sunday morning Adult Bible Fellowship during the second service. Let the Word of God find a place within you and take its own course, speaking the truth of God into your life. Take it seriously. Take it literally. Here’s a challenge: Read Mat 5-7 and take an inventory of how you’re living it out.
IF the children of God love Christ and the things of Christ, then Jesus invites us to LOVE him by listening to him. How do we do that? We treasure his words to us.  Instead of being so busy serving like Martha … take time to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to his words, like Mary, Martha’s sister.  Imagine that you are hearing from someone very special, wiser than you, greater than you, filled with love for you, and let yourself be filled with love for him.
IF the children of God are those who can hear God, then Jesus invites us to hear him speak God’s Word of LIFE into us.  Listen and let Jesus bring the power of God into your life. Remember, Jesus is the living Word, the LOGOS, whose very words awaken faith within us.  Jesus said it this way, 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. John 6:63  …. My friends, God, the Father, says to us of Jesus: 5 "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" Mat 17:5 
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