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“To Whom Much Is Given”
Luke 12:41-48

INT:  It is wonderful to be back home with my church family after 6 weeks of Sabbatical. I was missing you all, very much. This is quite different from my Sabbatical 5 years ago when I left feeling exhausted and burned out.  Back then, I couldn’t wait to get away … and staying away felt good.  This time, while I was appreciative to be getting a break, I keenly felt the void of being absent from you. So, I’m delighted to be back home. You might not know this, but the word Sabbatical comes from the Hebrew word Sabbath, meaning TO REST.  In the Old Testament, God commands His people to rest on the Sabbath, the 7th day of the week. God even commands that the land is to rest from its work.  The people are to refrain from planting on it once every 7 years.  Of course, the purpose of this rest is renewal.   I want you to know that I do feel rested.  Interestingly, I found Italy to be quite different from the US on Sundays.  Almost everything shuts down.  Most of the stores are closed and the pace of life slows way down as the people rest.  There is almost no traffic on the roads.  Everywhere we looked, we saw people spending time with family and friends. And in the evening, everybody was out walking and talking.  Everything in Italy went pretty well.  We saw some amazing sights. Just to show you a few – [show slides].  In Rome, there was the Coliseum. Marsha ran into Pinocchio. We went to St Peter’s Basilica and saw the amazing Pieta by Michelangelo. And when we left Rome, we stopped in Pisa, where Marsha helped to keep the Leaning Tower from tipping over.  It was a wonderful trip.
During my time away, I thought often about the privilege of being able to go on sabbatical.  I was keenly aware that with this privilege comes the responsibility to make the most of my time – there is a purpose to all of this and so I made sure that I rested, relaxed, and get renewed. I also focused on deepening my connections with God and my family .. and on growing as a person – as a man, a friend, a husband, father, grandfather, even as a pastor .. so that this opportunity not only would benefit to me, but also benefit others.  I was aware that with this privilege comes responsibility. Jesus said, “To whom much is given, much is required.”  

That’s today’s BIG IDEA --  the greater the privilege, the greater the responsibility. 
TS: While you might not think of yourself as being privileged, God, nevertheless, thinks of you as privileged.  In the Old Testament, God defines all of His people as privileged. They are privileged because they receive His favor … His protection .. His correction … His guidance .. and His blessing.  They are privileged because of their special relationship and status with God. This is why God called Israel to be a light and His servant to the rest of the world (Is 42:6-7).  Through the prophet Isaiah, God instructed the Israelites to stop going through all their outward religiosity and get about living the inward transformation that reflects God’s values and heart. We read, 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow. Is 1:16-17  In the New Testament, we learn that God continues to define His people, both Jews and gentiles who embrace Jesus as their Messiah, as the privileged because they have received the eternal gift of God’s love. They are the object of God’s affection, attention, and blessing.  This is why God tells His people to let their light shine so others will know of God’s love and kingdom (Mat 5:14-16).  Like their Old Testament counterpart, the New Testament believers are to focus on living out the kingdom values of God here on earth.  That is why Jesus said in a parable, 44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these,  you did not do for me.' Mat 25:44-45  In other words, when we fail to reach out to others in need, we are failing to do so to Jesus.  In God’s eyes, folks, we are the privileged.   And over the next few weeks, we’re going to explore some of what this means for us.  But for today, we will focus in on what God has to say to us through the Spirit about being privileged.

TEXT: Please open your bibles to Luke 12.  BCKGRD:  Jesus was teaching a crowd of people about not being worldly-minded. Afterward, in verses 35-40, Jesus attempts to build a sense of urgency into them by pointing out that like it or not, their lives and the world are rushing toward judgment.  Upon hearing this, Peter asks Jesus if this last parable about judgment is directed to the people or to the disciples.  Jesus doesn’t answer Peter’s question directly. Instead, he tells them another parable. Let’s read it together. 41 Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?" 42 The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to himself, 'My master is taking a long time in coming,' and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk.  46 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 47 "That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.  Luke 12:41-48 
EXEG:  The first thing that pops out is the question that Jesus asks about who is the faithful and wise manager.  Clearly, there is a shift here from the previous parable. The players in the previous parable were mere servants, working for their master. But now the servants in this parable are those servants who are entrusted with managing the estate for their master. You can see why Peter would ask if this is meant for the disciples or everyone.  Just as we might find managers in any business setting, so it would not be unusual for a large, wealthy land owner in Jesus’ time to have many servants (employees) with other servants entrusted as overseers (management) supervising the master’s workforce and day to day activities. The second thing that pops out is the master goes away, leaving those overseers in charge.  But while the master may be gone for the time being, it is only temporary,  He will return and when he does, he will hold his servants accountable for their privileged position.  As Jesus tells the parable, he compares two very different servants.  There are those servants who take their privileged position seriously and conduct themselves responsibly, acting as though their master were present 24/7 .. even though he is not. They not only do everything they are supposed to do, but they do it in a manner consistent with their master’s values.  Jesus says that when the master returns, these servants will be judged as worthy of their privileged position. The master will reward them and entrust them with even more responsibility and privilege.  These servants are contrasted with other overseeing servants, who, out eye shot of their master, act without regard for the master. Because they are not constantly being reminded of their place and their responsibility by the master’s presence, they forget themselves.  They usurp the master’s status. They abuse the power entrusted to them as privileged servants.  They are cavalier and apathetic toward the master -- toward his wishes and his ways.   Jesus says that these servants will be caught off guard by the master’s return.  And  when the master returns and sees what they have done and how they have done it, the master will judge them as unworthy, take away their privileged position, and punish them. But Jesus doesn’t end their part of the parable. He continues on and further clarifies the type of servants who fail to live up to the responsibility that goes with their privileged position.  Jesus says, not only the privileged servants who should have known better will be punished  … but even the privileged servants who didn’t know better will be punished. Their punishment won’t be as severe, but it will nevertheless occur.  By this, Jesus is telling us that ignorance, apathy, or unawareness, is not an excuse.  With privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required. 
APPL of PRIVILEGE:  Right about now some of you may thinking, “Boy I’m glad that I am not in a privileged position like Pastor Craig or the elders. I don’t think I want to be held to that high of a standard.”  Believe it or not, that’s scriptural.  1 Not many of you should presume to be teachers (didaskalos - masters) my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. James 3:1-2  But this is not just a principle that is at work in the church … it is a principle at work in every sphere of life.  Those who are privileged will be judged for how they used their position, their relationships, their wealth, the blessings of God, and the opportunities God has allowed them to experience. Your life is still rushing toward judgment  … as mine is … and, as is the rest of the world.  And you, my friends, will one day have to account for the privileged life you are living.  And whether you define yourself as privileged or not .. you are.  And with privilege comes greater responsibility.    IL: Now some of you are more privileged than others in terms of your spiritual giftedness. Maybe you have the gift of faith .. of teaching .. of leadership .. of compassion .. or of service.  The Bible teaches, 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Rom 12:6-8 We are not all equally gifted spiritually .. but we are all, nevertheless, gifted spiritually and we are all responsible to use it according to the proportion of grace and faith that we have received. Remember, ignorance, apathy, or unawareness, will not be excused.  With privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required. So how are you doing with your spiritual gifts in the absence of your master, God? Are you the faithful servant using your privileged status well? IL: Some of you are more privileged than others in terms of your position.  Perhaps it is because of your skill, your hard work, or being able to take advantage of an opportunity given to you that has allowed you to rise to a position of prominence.  In the church you might be a leader. At work you might be a foreman, manager, boss, or maybe even the owner.  Whatever your position, you can use it to further yourself and your own ends …. OR, you can use it as a platform to encourage others to develop and use their own giftedness, as well as encouraging them to a greater good.  In the work world, you might not be able to speak candidly about God and matters of faith … but you can still hold up the higher values of God - teaching others to be givers instead of takers. You can model being a servant instead of being the served. You can encourage people who need encouragement. You can even use your position and relationships to help others who might not have the same access to those connections so that they can get a job, or get some advice that they wouldn’t normally be able to get.  With privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required. Are you a faithful servant using your privileged status well?  IL: Others of you are more privileged in terms of your wealth. Through your hard work and opportunity, you have financial resources and means.  Most of us don’t think of ourselves as never having enough … but the truth is, we are very blessed.  In the US, the average yearly, two household income is over $48,000 per year.  In Illinois, it is over $49,000 per year.  In the immediate surrounding area in which we live, it ranges from between $69,000 to $154,000 per year.  Even so, within the US, 12.7% of people are living in poverty.  In Cook County, the number is something like 15%.  In Lake County, the number is 7.1%.  Many of those are people of color … women and children .. retired and infirmed.  Of course, our circumstances stands in stark contrast with the rest of the world ,where 50% of the world’s population earns less than $2 per day.. and 20% of the world are living on less than $1 per day. Are you a wise and faithful manager of the wealth God has allowed you to have?  Do you use it for the good others, as well as for yourself?  Is there a way that you can use your wealth to help others .. not just meet their immediate needs, but to be able to lave the ranks of poverty and be able to accumulate enough wealth that they can take care of themselves?  With privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required.   IL: Some of you are more privileged than others in terms of your time … or your wisdom ... or your ability to relate to others.  Perhaps you are retired.  You have put your time in, worked hard, and have been looking forward to enjoying these last days.  Do you think that because you are retired you have earned a rest from the kingdom work of God?   How many of you older ladies are spending time building into the younger women?  And how many of you older men are spending time building into the younger men? Maybe you think you’re not wanted or needed.  You’d be wrong.  Are you a faithful servant using your privileged status well?  With privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required.   
I am not saying any of this to shame you. I am saying this to drive home my point that we are all privileged people. And with privilege comes responsibility --- to whom much is given, much is required.  IL:  Just look at our nation.  Like it or not, there is a responsibility that comes with the privileges our country enjoys.  This is not meant to be a commentary on the merits of our current involvement in Iraq or anywhere else around the world.  But the truth is as a nation, we will answer to the God who has given us the opportunities and privileges we have known and enjoyed.  Like every nation in the world and throughout history, we are rushing toward judgment.  If we are privileged to be “the land of the free and the home of the brave,” then there is a price that comes with it. We have a responsibility to help others --- both at home and throughout the world.  
APPL of PRINCIPLE:  IF we are privileged as God says and … IF we are rushing toward judgment -- personally and corporately as Jesus says … and IF ignorance, apathy, or unawareness will not be excused … THEN, WHAT DO WE DO?  Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at some answers to that question.  For now, I hope that you will take to heart this principle -- all who are privileged and blessed by God have a greater responsibility to God and others.  As you consider it this week, I pray that you feel as convicted by the Holy Spirit about this as I am.   

ACTION ITEM: Make some time this week to take an inventory of the privileges and blessings you have received.  Ask yourself if your life lives up to this principle that with greater privilege comes greater responsibility.  Honestly evaluate what kind of servant you are.  Ask yourself if you are being intentional about living out the values of God and sharing the privileged status you have .. or if your life, although sprinkled with doing good here and there, isn’t much more about being self-contained --- generally apathetic to such things as racism, economic inequality, poverty, injustice, and the like.  
CCL:  There are two things that we greatly aid us as a church community and as privileged persons in moving forward with Vision 2010 of Reaching Out … and with the longer range vision of Partnering with Others to Assist the Under-Resourced here in our area.  First, we need more of the Holy Spirit to bust us out of our complacency and apathy, so that we can focus our attention on others and share our resources with them.  Second, we need to have the scales removed from our eyes so that we can see the needs of people and the barriers (at both a societal level and internally with ourselves) that keep us from connecting and living out the kingdom values of God .. becoming one of those faithful servants who use their privileged position to carry out the master’s will and ways.  
