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Symptoms, Sources, and Saints

Luke 12:13-21
INT:  Doctors often speak about treating the source of the problem and not the symptoms. It’s a principle that can be easily be applied beyond the medical profession into many aspects of our lives.  IL:  Most recently, our nation, along with the rest of the world, has seen a financial crisis that is being characterized as the most significant challenge since the Great Depression.  While most of us don’t understand all the INS and OUTS of the problem, we have seen our 401Ks and other investments in the stock market take a big hit. FEAR is the predominant mood in the collective unconscious of our nation. A survey done just last month showed 81% of Americans thought “The financial crisis posed a greater threat than terrorists.”  We have heard about the massive bails outs to FANNY MAE, FREDDIE MAC, BEAR STEARNS, and AIG for a mere 350 billion dollars … and, a rescue plan for the cool sum of 700 billion dollars. No one is sure exactly how wide or deep the problem goes. This is why many fear we are only treating the symptoms and not getting at the root cause.   
TS:  One of the good things about this crisis is that while it may sting financially, it also presents us with a substantial spiritual opportunity.  This is what Jesus said to a young man who wanted Jesus to deal with the symptom of his personal financial crisis.

BCKGD:  Our text today is Luke 12:13-21, read earlier in the service. Prior to this, Dr. Luke records that Jesus’ popularity had become great. Record crowds were gathering to see and hear him.  There were so many of them that his personal security team, the disciples, were unable to keep order. Some had come hoping Jesus would heal them. Some wanted Jesus to feed them, like he did the 5,000.  Others wanted to hear the man they were calling the Messiah. One of the things I don’t want us to miss in this is that while Jesus came to be the Savior of the world and save us from our sins …. He, first, engaged in a ministry that was meeting people’s felt needs …Then, he proclaimed and taught about God’s love for them and the people’s need to repent and turn toward God.  In this, we have a model of how we are to be the Church that carries on Christ’s mission.  Collectively and individually, each of us is to look toward others with the heart of God as our guide and help to meet their needs.  Then, as the Spirit gives us opportunity we are teach and help them be reconciled with the Lord.  
Dr. Luke records that although the crowd was unruly Jesus began talking to his disciples about HYPOCRACY.  The word HYPOCRITE in Greek means ACTOR .. TO PLAY THE PART .. TO PRETEND.  Jesus was telling his disciples they were not to play to the crowd or to seek the approval of the religious power structure. Instead they were to speak and stand up for the truth. Five times Jesus used the word FEAR.  In essence, he was saying the “FEAR OF MAN” caused hypocrisy.  Then, Jesus gave them the remedy.  “FEAR GOD ABOVE ALL ELSE.”  Jesus was exposing the cure that would heal the problem at its source.  We need to give up FEARING MAN more than FEARING GOD.  “FEARING GOD” will cause us to be truthful and honest.  It will cause us to repent of our sins and self-serving ways so that we can live in the light of God. Jesus went on to say, “No matter what you may face, if you acknowledge me, I will acknowledge you.”
Then a young man approached Jesus from the crowd and asked him to settle an important financial crisis.  In Jesus’ day, rabbis were expected to help settle disputes such as the one the man presented to Jesus.  Jesus told the young man that he did not wish to arbitrate between him and his brother.  It was not that Jesus was afraid. Nor was Jesus apathetic.  Jesus knew the answer the man was seeking would not really fix the problem. It would only be treating the symptom.  I imagined the young man pushed back on him.  “Try me, Jesus. Go ahead.  Tell it to me straight.”  Jesus spoke to the source of the young man’s problem --- GREED.  As GREED crept in, God was EDGED OUT. Listen carefully. Some of you have let GREED edge GOD OUT of your life. If this financial crisis is teaching anything to the saints, I think it is revealing the GREED that hides unknowingly in our hearts.    
The Greek word translated in the NIV as GREED is PLEONEXIA. It also means TO COVET or AVERICE.  Webster defines COVET as “to want ardently (especially that which another has).” Webster defines GREED as “excessive desire, especially for wealth,” and AVERICE as “greed for money.”  GREED or AVERICE just so happened to be included in the Church’s sixth century list of 7 deadly sins.  The other deadly sins were LUST, GLUTTONY, SLOTH, WRATH, ENVY, and PRIDE. You know, I always thought that SLOTH meant laziness.  But the early church didn’t mean it quite that way.  For them, SLOTH referred to a spiritual laziness that allowed SADNESS or DESPAIR that is associated with your circumstances to dominate you.  It is the failure to look for God in your circumstances, choosing instead to focus upon yourself .. as in “Poor me.” I know it’s off point, but I think it has great application in our society today.  
The word GREED still has a negative connotation in our society.  While some may think it is normal and actually count on it to motivate those who work for them, most people still see it as being negative. Interestingly, the word COVET is almost neutral.  We may acknowledge it is wrong to want what someone else has. But if this is so wrong, then why don’t people mind admitting that they want a nice house, car, or diamond ring like someone else. In my opinion, I believe we have become numb to the idea of COVETING. In fact, I believe that COVETING is one of the core values that has driven this nation’s culture of consumerism?  And by the way, isn’t the culture of consumerism, one of the reasons for the financial meltdown?  The real problem and the real fix for you and I is not in government bailouts, financial stimulus programs, nor in a higher paying job.  The real fix is in learning how to handle our finances in a godly way!  Folks, the Good News about this latest financial downturn is that it might actually help us wake up to this need and motivate more people to follow spiritual principles in how we manage our money.  FOCUS: Instead of focusing on material wealth and success, God wants us to recognize that pursuing Him is far more important.  TITHE:  Instead of giving back to the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of our life from our left-overs, God wants us to give Him the first tenth from the fruit of our labors that he has blessed. LIVE WITHIN YOUR MEANS:  Instead of living beyond our means and become a slave to the credit card companies, God wants us to not borrow foolishly and live within our means.  SACRIFICIAL GIVING:  Instead of never having enough to respond to the needs of others that God puts in front of us, God wants us to even live beneath our means.  Then when we see someone in need or there is an important Kingdom initiative, we can respond to the prompting of God’s Spirit.  These are just a few of the basic ways God wants us to handle our money.  
TS:  To look at the problem that many in this culture struggle with, let’s look at the parable that Jesus told to that young man about his problem. As we do, I want us to consider 3 questions for ourselves:  What’s your focus? … What do you really own? … And, what’s the end game?

1.  WHAT’S YOUR FOCUS?  In the parable, Jesus said that a rich man produced a good crop.  In fact, things were so good that building for growth was a “no brainer.”  If he did it right, he could kick back and rest while his investments took care of him.  So, he built bigger barns to store his crops.  He was not unlike many of us who invested in the bigger barns of the stock market.  It was a “no brainer” for us, as well.  We’ve known all along that social security will not be able to provide a ‘living wage” for our retirement.  We figured, if we did it right, our investments would help take care of us during the golden years.  
But what was this rich man’s focus?  Was he focused upon the blessings of God that gave him a bumper crop …. OR, was he focused upon God who gave him the blessings of that bumper crop?  The man didn’t focus on the Creator, but on the blessings the Creator afforded him.  In this, his crops became an idol … a false god to be worshipped.  He believed his crops y would provide him with the lifestyle he wanted for himself.   By focusing on his blessings over the One Who was blessing him, God was edged out his life.   This is true for us as well.  AP:  When we get so caught up in the blessings of God instead of the One Who is blessing us, we edge God out of our lives.  Jesus talked about this as stemming out of the GREED, COVETOUSNESS, and AVERICE that hides within our hearts, often unknowingly.  Principle 1:  Stay focused on the One Who blesses, instead of the blessings.  In providing for yourself and your family, know where you’re blessings are coming from. For your own sake, don’t let God get edged out. Otherwise you are cutting yourself off the Source of Life and the Source of your blessings. He is more important than the blessings.  IL:  It would be like sitting down and reading a really good book during the evening.  When it gets dark, you turn the lights on so you can see.  Thank God for the light.  But if the light goes off, you can’t read in the dark. What do you do?  You check the lamp switch … You check the wall switch … Maybe you even change out the bulb … Do you give up and go to bed at the point or do you go to the source and check it out?  You go downstairs and flip the breaker back on. The power begins to flow and the light is on.  Stay focused on God. Don’t cut yourself off from the source of your blessings.  
2. What do you really own?  In the parable, Jesus said the rich man noticed how abundant and profitable the crops were that he produced.  He prepared his land before sowing the seed. He planted the crops. He tended it as it grew.  And He was going to harvest it. By all accounts, the crops were his.  Storing the excess and selling it off later for a better price would yield him an easy living.  Planning for the future was a “no brainer.”  Building bigger barns was a good plan. He was not unlike many of us who invested in the bigger barns we thought the stock market would provide for us.  It was a “no brainer.” When the time was right, we take our profits out and live off of them.  In this sense, we are just like that rich man.  
What did this rich man really own? Were these crops really his to do with as he pleased … OR, was he a STEWARD, TRUSTEE of them?  Let me ask this another way.  Do you think it would be justifiable for man to destroy those crops? Set them on fire?  It would be foolish, when he could get good money for those crops, right?  It would be selfish, with so many people without enough food to eat, right?  We want to say the crops belong to him. He can do with them as he pleases. But if the man chooses to destroy and waste them, we sense there is something wrong about that. It is unjustifiable.  That’s because as Jesus pointed out in the parable, when we die, what we have will no longer belong to us but someone else. We can’t take it with us.  If this is true, then what we have .. that which we call our own, is really only on loan to us.  IL:  Just as the house we pay a mortgage on actually belongs to the bank and not us, so what we have actually belongs to God and not us. We  are stewards.  We get to enjoy our crops.  But in the end, they belong to God.    AP:  When we get so caught up in the ownership of what we have instead of the stewardship of what God has blessed us with, we edge God out of our lives.  This is another aspect of the GREED, COVETOUSNESS, and AVERICE that hides unconsciously within our hearts.  Principle 2:  Learn to be a STEWARD of God’s blessings.  We should all work hard so that the Lord bless the fruit of our labors. The Bible teaches: 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth …. Dt 8:17-18  As God blesses you work, with little or much, realize those crops ultimately belong to Him. If you do, then whether you are blessed or whether you struggle, you will be content .. able to trust God above all else.  A steward asks the owner how he wants his farm run … his resources prioritized  … the monies form his crops spent.  EX: God may want you to use your monies to help provide a backpack of educational supplies for an under-resourced student … or provide food that will help feed the hungry  … or contribute to a new Kingdom initiative. Be a steward of God’s blessings!
3.  WHAT’S THE END GAME? In the parable, Jesus said that just after the bigger barns were finished and the crops were about to be harvested, the UNEXPECTED OCCURRED.  The rich man died.  He would never enjoy nor derive any benefit from all that planning … all that investment .. and all that hard work. He hit the lotto and died.  But let’s look closely at what Jesus said about the rich man in the parable and to the young man who had asked Jesus about helping him settle this financial problem --- Then who will get what you have prepared for YOURSELF?  I cannot help but wonder if the rich man from the parable had built those bigger barns for a greater purpose than himself .. realizing that he was a steward of God’s blessing ..  if his efforts would have had meaning and not been empty.  Because the end game for this man was his material wealth, his life ended in bankruptcy. It could do no other.  No matter how many toys you collect, you can’t take them with you when you leave this planet. Had the man built bigger barns to steward the blessings of God and was prepared to help others as led by God, then this man’s efforts would not only make him rich toward God, but rich toward others - blessing people long after he left this world. 
This leads us to the final question. What was the end game for that man and for us?  Are you going to live for yourself and be bankrupt toward God … or be rich toward God -- allowing your relationship with God to define how you go about your life … how you prioritize what’s important … how you treat people … and how you spend your wealth?  The answer to this question has little or nothing to do with your money.  It is a question for and about your heart.  But, if you look at your check book, it will show you where you heart is .. these days.  This was the case of the young man who wanted Jesus to settle the matter of his inheritance with his brother. Jesus saw into the man’s heart. He saw this man was bankrupt toward God.  GREED, COVETOUSNESS, and AVERICE had edged God out of his heart.  The end game for this man was his money and what it thought it could do for him. Because he was obsessed with the material world, there was no room for God or the spiritual in the man’s life.  God was edged out!  Principle 3: Don’t obsess over possessions. Focus upon your relationship with God.  God knows your needs … including those that are material.  And, He cares about you.  Dr. Luke records that a short time after this parable Jesus said, 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. Luke 12:30-31  Don’t make your life about the things you have or don’t have.  Make your life about God .. about reaching out in relationship to others with God’s heart … and about living your life in a way that will not end when your days on the planet cease .. but will go on into eternity
CCL:  Let God be the center of your life. Focus on the one who is blessing you.  Recognize that you are meant to STEWARD those blessings … enjoying them yourself … but also freely using them for God’s kingdom purposes.  Don’t be obsessed over the things of this world. Seek your relationship with God above all else.  Let God be the center of your life … and you will be rich beyond your imagination. 
Closing Song:  Jesus, Be the Center   
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