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“On This Rock”
Mat 16:13-20
INT: While Marsha and I were in Rome, we went to St. Peter’s Basilica.  It is amazing place.  Emperor Constantine ordered the first basilica to be built over the burial site of St. Peter. The original St. Peter’s was completed in 349 AD.  It stood until the middle of the 15th century, when Pope Nicholas V (1447-1455) ordered the restoration and enlargement of the church that was falling into ruins, based upon plans by Bernardo Rossellino. Upon the pope’s death, the project was dropped. That is until 50 years later when Pope Julius II took it up again, ignoring the warning from the untimely death of Nicholas V which was thought to be an omen to leave it alone. Some 120 years and 21 popes later, it was completed.  Today, it is the world’s largest basilica, covering 5.7 acres. It can hold up to 60,000 people.  The interior includes 45 altars, is home for the tombs of 91 popes, and has been decorated by some of the world’s greatest artists, including Michelangelo, who designed the dome. It is actually a dome inside of a dome that stands more than 450 feet high.  

After noticing that many of the statues and mosaics were of the popes and not Jesus, Mary or the Apostles, Marsha said to me, “Craig, it seems as though they almost worship the Church rather than Jesus. Why is that?”  I replied that it makes sense if you understand these people saw the Church as the living, breathing Body of Christ in the world. The mosaic pictures and statues celebrate and commemorate what Christ has done in and through his Church and her leaders. They viewed the Church as the hope of the world and Jesus Christ could not be separated from the her.  St. Augustine said, “He cannot have God for his father, who does not have the Church as his mother.” His point was that apart from the Church, no one is really a Christian. Augustine said this because the Holy Spirit, causes us to be in community other believers. We do not and cannot live holy lives for God, apart from the community of God’s people.  One of Satan’s greatest lies today is that you can be a Christian without being part of a community of believers.  Oh, you can acknowledge Christ and try living a godly life.  But the truth is, without being in community with others living the Christian life, you can begin to rationalize and create your own theology, perverting the real intent of God’s Word of truth in the Holy Bible … as well as justifying behaviors that are more selfish than godly. There is another lie that Satan perpetuates as well. It is the other side of the same coin.  Satan convinces some Christians that they should separate themselves from this sinful world by existing within the confines of the Church, living as a separatist community.  This only keeps us from proclaiming God’s love to the world and influencing them for good.  If we look closely at the Bible, we see that the Church is the community of believers who make up the visible Body of Christ. Together, we WORSHIP God  - (Worship). We  LEARN God’s Word and truth - (Instruction). We live life together, supporting one another – (Fellowship). And, we  proclaim and EXPRESS GOD’S LOVE to others– (Evangelism), by serving and reaching out to provide comfort to the hurting .. assistance to those in need .. food for the hungry  .. freedom for the oppressed .. company for shut-ins and visiting the imprisoned .. stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves .. strengthen those in need of greater strength ---  and find new and unique ways to extend God’s love, truth, and grace to a world that doesn’t really understand it.   I love the simplicity and power of how Charles Colson and Ellen Vaughn describe the Church in their book, Being the Body. They write, “When the Church is the Church, the people of God, moved by the Spirit of God, do the work of God, and evil cannot stand against them.” Amen!
TS:  Last Sunday, I spoke about how in God’s eyes we are the privileged, We are His beloved.  We have His affection, His attention, and His blessing.  But with this privilege, comes a greater responsibility.  Jesus said, “To whom much is given, much is required.”  In today’s message, we are going to look what it means to be a privileged part of the Church, His Body.  So please open up your Bibles to today’s text, Mat 16:13-20.  BCKGD:  Things were going well for Jesus and the disciples. By now, Jesus had become a household name.  Of course, not everybody was convinced that he was the Messiah.  The Sanhedrin, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees had serious doubts.  Only a few of them even bothered to entertain the possibility of it, like Nicodemus.  While most of the people were reluctant to speak about Jesus as the Messiah, afraid to go against the religious power structure, they nevertheless recognized this carpenter turned rabbi, healer, and preacher was no ordinary man. That’s why they kept flocking to him. Let’s read. 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." The people recognized Jesus was someone special, identifying him with the prophets. 15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." This was not the first time a disciple identified Jesus as the Messiah.  When the disciple, Nathanael, met Jesus, he acknowledged Jesus was the Son of God.  And when the boys were out on the Sea of Galilee and a dangerous storm almost sunk the boat, after Jesus calmed the storm the entire group of them worshipped Jesus. Never before has Jesus ever asked them who they think he is.  This time he did .. and Peter declared what must have been on everybody’s mind, “You are the Christ!”  This is a decisive turning point. From then on, Jesus and his thoughts are upon Jerusalem and the cross. 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  There is an important point here that I don’t want us to pass over. Jesus was saying that spiritual truths will only be seen and recognized by those who look with spiritual eyes.  Peter could not know that Jesus was the Messiah, unless the Holy Spirit revealed it to him.  And we cannot see spiritual truth, unless the Spirit reveals it to us also.  AP: This is essential for us to understand because  the Bible will never be anything more than a good book to someone who reads it without the aid of the Spirit.  Don’t try to understand spiritual matters with your carnal mind alone. Seek first the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and insight.  Pray.  AP:  This point also suggests that our testimony to Jesus will always fall upon deaf ears, unless the Spirit does a supernatural work in the person we are reaching out to.  So of someone doesn’t respond to your attempts to love them to God, don’t take it personal.  The Spirit has yet to open up their eyes .. and ears .. and heart. Pray for them. And continue. Maybe your job is to plow the ground for the seeds that another will sow and take root.  Then Jesus said, 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  Whether Jesus meant that the Church would be built upon Peter’s faith in Jesus at that moment or whether Jesus meant that the Church would be built upon Peter and the chain of apostolic leaders who follow him is a matter that scholars have debated throughout the centuries.  What is most important about this verse is that Jesus is the one building the Church, not us.  The Church is an extension of Jesus’ ongoing mission. Then Jesus says,  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, (BIND is to DENY or FORBID)  and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. (LOOSE is to ALLOW or PERMIT)" 20 Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. Mat 16:13-20  
TS:  In this text, Jesus tells us some very important things about the Church that we are privileged to be part of.  First, Jesus tells us that he is the one building the Church.  The Church is an extension of him and his mission to reach people with God’s love and truth .. to set people free .. to bring light where there is darkness and hope where there is despair.  Second, the Church … EKKLESIA .. is not a building, nor an institution.  The Church is the people who make up God’s family and Christ’s Body. I especially think that when Peter wrote, 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5 he had these words that Jesus said to him here in mind. Third, Jesus has chosen the Church is to be his instrument .. his BODY .. here on earth.  Jesus’ work to save the lost and redeem the world did not end with his sacrificial death upon the cross.  It began with the freedom that his death provides and continues on by the working of Holy Spirit that he has sent to live within us and work through us as a community and not just as individuals. And fourth, whatever the Church does in Jesus’ will, has eternal significance and consequence. 
1. Jesus is the One building his Church, not us.  Because Jesus is building the Church, the Church should never be about our agenda. The Church does not serve human purposes, but the divine purpose of God.  Sometimes, we get to thinking that the Church should be what we want it to be --- making our lives easier, instead of the lives of others around us.  At the end of May, Bill Moore did a great job of speaking to the Consumer Mentality that has tried and succeeded to make its way into the Church. It works like this. When we choose a church based upon how good it makes us feel … how many programs it provides ..  and the “feel good” stops or when we look down the street at another church and see the greener grass, the consumer packs up their bags and leave.  There are plenty of churches that will always offer more, but that is not necessarily where God wants you.  I always thought I’d be at a bigger church because that suited my ego. But Jesus had something else in mind.  He has been using me to work with you to build his Church here.  Those who have stuck around long enough realize that the Church is not about what you get out of it, but what we do together for God.  And you have discovered with me that by giving and serving we are more blessed than we ever thought.   AP:  You and I have the privilege to be part of his Church, Christ’s Body.  It’s not about us. It’s all about him. Jesus is building his church.  As we continue to move forward in Vision 2010 by reaching out, remember this. It is about being the Church Jesus is building and being obedient to what he, through the Spirit, wants us to become and do.  This is His Church! – Let’s affirm that together. Amen!
2. The Church is not an institution, but a community of people, bound together in Jesus Christ. As a particular church, we are one expression of his family. As a family, when one of us has a need or is hurting, it is our responsibility to reach out and help -- just as we would with our children, parents, or grandparents. EX: When I was gone for the last 6 weeks, I experienced something I hadn’t experienced before with the Church. I’ve experienced it with my daughters when I have gone away on vacation .. or with Marsha and the girls when I was teaching in  Nigeria for 3 weeks.  But this was the first time I felt it with my church family.  I not only missed you, I felt incomplete … as though part of me was missing.   There was a void that no one else could fill but you, because you are my spiritual family.  AP: When we begin to feel this way about each other, we cannot help but be there for each other. When people among us are struggling, I’m not suggesting that we take responsibility for those problems. Rather, I am suggesting that we help each other through prayer, listening, caring, and in whatever tangible ways and means we can so that together we live godly lives that honor God.  Jesus said, “You’ll know my disciples by the love they have for one another.” IL: I’ve seen a man give up drinking and be a better husband and dad, because a few men in the church cared enough to call him on the way he was living and hold his feet to the fire. IL: I’ve seen a wife become less controlling with her husband and kids because of encouragement other women who’ve struggled with the same issue have offered and modeled. IL: Over the years, I’ve seen a lots of lives changed for the better because of the willingness of people to reach out, share their own struggle, and provide help to others struggling with that same issue.  AP: This is why Small Groups are so important.  It is within these settings that we are better able to live life together and support one another with ongoing encouragement, love, and support. ACTION ITEM: If you’re not part of a small group, start one or join one.  Call the Church Office and we will help you get into a Small Group.  
3. While God doesn’t need us to carry out His mission to reach others with the truth of His love, He, nevertheless, has chosen us to do so.  As such, the Church is the living, breathing, extension of Jesus’ mission. It’s NOT about us. It’s about reaching out to others with the OVERFLOW and OUTFLOW of God’s love, blessing, joy, hope, and power that we receive from God.  This is why Paul wrote, 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view ….17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us …. 2 Cor 5:16-20  Don’t miss the significance of what Paul was saying to the Corinthians. Like us, they were a blessed church. They had many gifted people. (They had a talented and gifted Pastor … I think he was good looking too … perhaps, even Italian. I made that up. I can dream, can’t I?)  But the church had become self-focused. This is why Paul was reminding them to carry on the mission of Christ by living for others.  Our life together is not only about helping one another … it is also about reaching out into our community .. not waiting for them to COME and SEE what we have in here … but rather, that we, the Church, would GO and TELL, by SERVING and DOING.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Mat 28:19-20 But that is next Sunday’s message.  EX: Let me just say that for those of you who are going down to Lawndale Community Church to join in working on the mission project within the Lawndale community, you will see first hand what can happen when the Church GOES and TELLS by SERVING and DOING .  
4. Whatever the Church does in accordance with Jesus’ will has eternal significance and consequence.  In America, sometimes think that significance equates with status or size. IL:  If there are lots of people involved or if a big wig like Rick Warren of the Purpose Driven Life is involved, then it must be significant.  It may be, but small doesn’t make something insignificant.  And just because a national personality isn’t involved doesn’t make it any less important. We’re going to be partnering Lawndale Community Church in rehabbing 2 houses. I tell you this is significant for both us and them.  It speaks volumes about God’s love to cross racial and economic barriers, not only in that community but with us.  It breaks down misunderstanding and preconceived prejudices that exist on both sides of the racial divide. In Christ there is no division -- 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal 3:28   God will use that experience in Lawndale to change us .. to grow us .. to reach out to others and change and grow them as well … And that, in and of itself is significant!  The truth is, together, we are able to more than we can ever do alone.  alone, in our own strength … carrying on the work of Christ, acting in obedience to his direction and will.  And when we do, we can stand against evil, injustice, and racism. We can lift up people, stand up for the right, pouring out love and grace into a world that knows so little of it.  Our job is not just to build into the lives of the people who make up our church, but to reach out to people everywhere – standing up to the evil within this world being light in darkness .. bringing love where there is hate .. proclaiming truth where there are lies .. offering freedom where there is oppression. 
CCL: Being the Church is not about us!  It’s all about Jesus. 
· WE are the family of God that He is building that transcends both time and space.  
· By His calling, we are privileged to be His Body and to carry on Christ’s work of eternal significance, joining in the epic struggle of good over evil.  
· I pray today’s message speaks to your heart and causes you to ask yourself if you have a right view of the Church and of your responsibility as part of the Church.  
· I hope that it will encourage you to live above and beyond where you are living right now for the Lord’s sake and his work among us and through us. 
“When the Church is the Church, the people of God, moved by the Spirit of God, do the work of God, and evil cannot stand against them.”  Being The Body
