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“The Fairest of Them All”

Prov 31:10-31
INT:  I have to tell you that I was really shocked when Mila asked me to preach a Mother’s Day message. In fact, my jaw dropped, my heart stopped beating, and my eyeballs rolled up into my head.  I nearly passed out.  When I finally got my composure, my only comment was a question. “Are you out of your mind?”  She said, “No,” and laughed.  Then I said, “Don’t you want Jim to preach this sermon? Or maybe another woman?”  She said, “No.” Just them Jim stuck his head in the door, looked at me, smiled, and laughed.  I could tell he was enjoying this way too much .. along with Mila.  For those of you who don’t know me very well, let me help you understand where I was coming from.  I ascribe to follow Jesus, which is a very good thing.  It keeps me out of a lot of trouble.  I also ascribe to follow Dirty Harry.  Of course, not in the same way.  But Dirty Harry exhibited great wisdom when he said, “A man’s got to know his limitations.” When it comes to me and women, I know my limitations.  So I was shocked when Mila asked me to preach to women about being a godly woman.  I would never presume to tell a woman anything about being a woman.  This is why I challenged Mila about preaching today.  Of course, God and the staff had little ways of letting me know that I was ready.  They see the softer side of me.  They knew I could do it.  Why last week, when I came into my office, do you know what I found on my desk?  Flowers! Can you imagine flowers on my desk?  In fact, earlier this year, when the ladies in the office wanted me to know how much I meant to them … they put together a very special picture for me.  (SHOW PICTURE of Craig and the ladies from the office fishing).  I get that I have changed and I am glad of it. I want to continue to change. In fact, there was a time when I would have taken a picture like this of Marsha, Sandy, and Mila having a chocolate facial and put it up on the screen just because I thought it was funny.  (SHOW the PICTURE of Marsha, Sandy, and Mila).  But not anymore.  I realize that for a woman, this would be way to embarrassing. That’s why I would never think of doing such a thing any longer.  By the way, I did get their permission to show it. But it’s gonna cost me.  Let’s get started.  
Because I would never presume to tell a woman anything about what is means to be a woman, even about being a godly woman, I’m going to ask the ladies here today to help us.  Gentlemen, don’t tune out .. you’re turn will be soon enough, so pay attention.  Ladies, what does it mean to be a godly woman?  Give me one word to describe it. (Write words on paper and post around room. Ask some men to help.)  Gentlemen, are there any other words that haven’t already been mentioned that you would use to describe a godly woman?  (Write words on paper and post. Ask some men to help.) 

Where does our definition of godliness come from?  Is it what we think?  Is it what we see?  Or is there some definitive standard?  I believe the definition of a godly woman comes from two places.  First, it comes from the Word of God .. And second, it comes from our experience with women who have embodied that definition so we can see what it really looks like.  
Please open your bibles up to Proverbs 31.  This is a very famous passage that describes a Woman of Noble Character! While I cannot prove what I am about to say, I believe that the woman described in this account in not an actual woman the writer saw … but a compilation of godliness observed in many women.   I say this because I know women who can feel judged by this passage, unable to be like this woman in every way.  I don’t know anyone who does. But ladies, you do well to strive to be like the Proverbs 31 woman .. Think of it as an ideal .. a goal to strive for, rather than a model that you must completely emulate if you are to be godly. The woman described is trustworthy, hard-working and far-sighted. She is good at business, clever with her hands and generous to the needy. She looks good, speaks wisely, teaches well, and has a servant’s heart. Her secret is that she fears the Lord.  Because of this, she is a blessing to her loved ones who are profoundly proud of her.
EXEGESIS:  1) The first picture we see of this ideal, godly woman of noble character is that she is a WOMAN of VALUE and WORTH.  The picture here is a woman who is trustworthy and loyal to her husband. 10 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 11 Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.  AP: While not all woman are married, every woman can still strive to be a woman of value and worth.  How? Be TRUSTWORTHY and loyal.  Follow through on your responsibilities – be it at home or be it at work.  Don’t leave things undone. Don’t be a gossip. Talk about people when they are not present. Be a person of your WORD.  Say what you mean and mean what you say, so that people can count on you when you tell them you will do something!   With the help of the help of the Holy Spirit, all of us can do these things, both men and women! 

2) The second picture we see of this ideal, godly woman of noble character is that she is a WOMAN of INDUSTRY. Of course, Proverbs has much to say about the ill effects of laziness. So having a good work ethic is something we should all strive for.  13 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. 14 She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. 15 She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. 16 She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. 17 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. 19 In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers. 20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy. 21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple.  AP:  We see in this description a woman of energy and initiative. She is not waiting to be taken care of by her husband or children, but engages in the activities of life in such a way that she takes care of herself and her family. She is even kind and helpful to the under-resourced. While she is a person of industry, she is also a people person! Ladies, value PEOPLE above TASKS. SERVE those you love. Jesus said the highest identity any of us can ascribe to is to be a servant like him!   Be about GIVING and blessing others, not about taking or looking for others to take care of you.  

3) The third picture we see of this ideal, godly woman of noble character is that she is a WOMAN of MODESTY.  Miriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines MODESTY as freedom from conceit or vanity … propriety in dress, speech, or conduct. 23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes. 25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. 26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. No where in this passage does it ever mention this woman’s physical beauty.  Her attractiveness comes entirely from her character. In the New Testament, we read in 1 Peter,   3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 1 Pet 3:3-4  Now some people think that a gentle and quiet spirit refers to a submissive, passive woman. It’s as though they ignore the woman described for us in Proverbs 31, who is anything but passive.  And as for submissive, she is … but her submission does not make her a doormat.  Her strength, industry, and initiative (which people often think is not submissive) are obvious  And, as we learned about godly character in a recent series, the word GENTLE in Greek is MEEK .. and MEEK is NOT WEAK, nor is it PASSIVE.  MEEK is strength that is directed and under control.  IL: Like a beautiful stallion that can be ridden and is no longer wild. IL: Or, like the woman of noble character described in Proverbs 31. In fact, I remind all of you that MEEKNESS is a godly character strength the Lord wants in both women and men. So much so, that God identifies it as one of the FRUITS of the SPIRIT --- which are those virtues of character that come about through the inner working of the Holy Spirit in us.  God helps us to grow in them. AP:  So ladies, if you really want to be beautiful, become a person of CHARACTER and INTEGRITY above all else. The secret to this and being a Proverbs 31 woman is revealed in the final verses.
4) The fourth picture we see of this ideal, godly woman of noble character is that she is a WOMAN of WITNESS.  Her life gives testimony to her relationship with the Lord.   27 She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all." 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 31 Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. Pro 31:10-31  AP: Above all else, this woman fears the LORD.  It is the true secret to her nobleness and beauty.  If you wish to be like this godly woman, seek the Lord’s APPROVAL first.  Read GOD’S WORD and strive to live it.  And continually, ask the HOLY SPIRIT to help you. When people look at you, allow them to see the God who loves you … and they will call you blessed! 
SUM:  Do you recall the story of “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.”  In it, the witch looks into the mirror and asks the question, “Mirror mirror, on the wall, who’s the fairest of them all?” God’s answer to this question is -- the women who fears and loves the Lord.  It all begins there!   Ladies, I want to encourage you to strive to be a Proverbs 31 woman .. a woman of value and worth .. a woman of industry, who loves people .. a woman of character and integrity .. a woman of witness, whose life reveals God’s love to others in so many ways. With the help of the Holy Spirit and time, you can do it … because our God is able! As Paul wrote,  20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. Eph 3:20-21   
CCL:  Before I end this message, I want to remind everyone that today is Pentecost Sunday.  On Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gifting of the Holy Spirit to all believers. Prior to Pentecost, only the judges and prophets of the Old Testament experienced the gifting of the Holy Spirit --- only one person, here or there, throughout the annals of time, had access to the power of God in their life.  But, with the advent of the Messiah … with his sacrificial death on the cross … and with his rising from the grave and ascension into heaven, Jesus asked the Father to send the Holy Spirit to his entire family. Everyone who believes and confesses Jesus has saved them from their sins and seeks to follow him is given the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In Acts, we read that when the Jews came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Weeks, which occurs about 7 weeks after Passover, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and they spoke in tongues.  When the people gathered to see this thing, Peter spoke in the power of the Holy Spirit and told them about Jesus and His saving love.  When they asked what they should do, he said,  "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." Acts 2:38-39  Of course, this is a promise to all of us as well.  Jesus will give you the Holy Spirit so that you can grow into a godly person and live a life filled with God’s purpose, love, joy, and blessing.  But make no mistake about it, although it is all good, it is not all easy.  Still, if you have never trusted Jesus to forgive your sins .. and desire to do so, you can do it today.  And if you have never known the power of the Holy Spirit .. and desire to know Him, it can do so today.  It begins by praying to Jesus and asking for his forgiveness .. and then, inviting the Holy Spirit to fill you.  If that is something you want, you’ll have the opportunity to do this and begin an exciting journey with the Lord in just a moment.  I don’t want anyone to think that asking for forgiveness of Jesus and inviting the Holy Spirit to fill you is the end-game. Or that mouthing the words is all it takes.  The truth is, it is a heartfelt thing that I am speaking of … and it is only the beginning of your intimate journey with the Lord … It is also the beginning of being part of God’s family and journeying with others like yourself, who are recovering sinners --- seeking to live in the power of the Holy Spirit, seeking to grow in the grace of love, seeking to express God’s love to people everywhere so that they, too, may know the wonder, joy, and power of God’s love. AMEN? Amen!  
PRAYER – focus on invitation to those who want Jesus as their Savior … those who want the gift of the Holy Spirit …. those who have fallen away … and for those who are walking with Jesus and want to continue to walk faithfully.
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