The Weight of the World
Isaiah 9:2-7
If you were to walk down 5th Avenue in NYC, in the plaza of Rockefeller Center, in front of the International Building, you will see a large statue of a fabled strongman.  A statue of Atlas, the Greek mythological figure.  

As you look at that statue, you would find Atlas to be handsomely depicted with enormous shoulders, rippling muscles, and bulging thighs.  But he is weighted down for he is condemned to bear the weight of all the world and heavens on his shoulders for having defied the Greek god, Zeus.

Our culture, our world, is filled to overflowing with people who feel they are bearing the entire weight of the world on their shoulders.  

I think of the President of the United States.  Ever seen those before and after photos of Presidents and how quickly they appear to age while in office?  Like Atlas, they feel they have the weight of not just the US but the world upon their shoulders.

Think of the world’s concerns these past few years.  Iraq, Afghanistan, India and Pakistan, South East Asia with its moments of natural destruction, terrorism every where it seems.  I am confident our current President and incoming President and other national leaders would like to bring peace to these troubled spots.  Problem is they can’t get cooperation from all parties concerned.  They must feel as they watch TV, get their daily reports, that the weight of the world is on their shoulders.
Unless, I miss my guess, there is someone or maybe many someone’s, here today who feel like you have the entire weight of your world on your shoulders.

I wonder if there is anyone here today who is a primary care giver to an elderly parent or someone very ill or suffering with a chronic physical problem, perhaps a spouse, child, friend or some other loved one?  If you are such, or even a secondary care giver to someone ill, or challenged in life somehow and you just can’t seem to get room to breathe or you can’t really do anything about the situation.  No matter what you do, it’s always up to you and you seem to do the wrong thing at the wrong time.  And even though you try desperately to do what is right or helpful, well it just is not enough.  Have you ever felt in that kind of situation, as if the weight of the whole world, your world is on your shoulders?


I wonder if there is anyone here today who is out of work or the threat of losing your job is in the air.  Or because of the economy, your financial foundation is shaky.  You are desperately trying to find work or figure out how to make your resources stretch.  

You make the phone calls, send out the resumes, do the internet searches and you hear nothing or you hear call us back in a few months or don’t call us we’ll call you.  Or you have worked and reworked your budget and resources and you’ve still got more bills than resources.  You’ve got your dreams, hopes and people depending on you.  You want your life to count and you want to move on and in three days we watch this year leave and New Year come and still no calls, no solutions, no real prospects.  If you’re in that situation, you might have come here this morning as if you’ve got the weight of the whole world on your shoulders.  
There are some here today who have personal lives that are frankly, in disarray.  You’re feeling and bearing the burdens of the stress and strain of life.  You’ve got decisions to make about kids, or about your own life, your career future or some other decision that must be made. 

Frankly you don’t know what to do.  Is anyone here who just feels in your own soul as if you are bearing the whole weight of all the world on your shoulders?  It is all up to you, these decisions.  Everything is on your shoulders.

Before we leave this year of 2008, I want to take one last look at the first Christmas scene.  To see if there is a lesson for us, who labor under the weight of the world.

I. The weight on Joseph’s shoulders.  Mt. 1:18-25**
In this text we learn that Joseph felt as if the whole weight of his world was on his shoulders.

In Mt. 1:18-25 we learn that Joseph had a strong reaction to the news of Mary carrying a child.  To understand what Joseph was going through we need to understand a little background of the ancient Near East.    In that world in which the text is situated there were three stages of marriage.

Stage One – engagement stage.  Parents often promised their children to one another in marriage and they were engaged often when born, as infants or 2,3,4 years old.  They were engaged to be married to someone, but this engagement was not legally binding.

Stage Two – betrothal stage.  Betrothal occurred when that child had grown.  It would not be unusual for girls to enter betrothal when 12 and boys when 16.  Betrothal stage was the voluntary ratification of the engagement parents had entered into some years earlier.  Betrothal stage was in fact legally binding.  You were not legally married, but it was a legally binding stage that lasted for one year.

In order to get out of it, one party had to issue a certificate of divorce to the other party.  During the one year betrothal, neither member of the betrothed party was allowed to engage in any sexual relations with the other or of course with anyone else.  If you did, it was not only known as adultery or fornication, it was also considered a severe breach of the legal status of the betrothal and of course Jewish law.

Stage Three –  marriage. After one year of betrothal came the actual marriage ceremony itself and the lasting marriage state of relationship.  

Mary and Joseph are in the betrothal stage of their relationship.  They have been engaged to be married but now they are in this legally prescribed one year period.  Which explains why they are not legally married and yet Joseph in his mind determines he must issue Mary a certificate of divorce.

Joseph’s dilemma is that he feels he’s got the weight of the world on his shoulders because he knows he has been faithful to Mary, but in his lament, it does not seem she’s been faithful to him.  Still he is not going to make a big public spectacle of it, which he would be entitled to do under their law.  Rather he resolves to divorce her quietly.  

This shows the character of this man.  It shows his maturity. It shows his spiritual commitment.   He is not going to be immature, and run one to Jeremiah Springer and play it out for all the world to see.  He is going to keep things quiet, not mess anything up, not bring any more pain to himself or to Mary than is already there.  He obviously loved Mary and yet his heart was broken because though he wanted to be her husband, he felt betrayed.  He decided to divorce her quietly.  I am thinking he thought he bore the weight of the world on his shoulders, but the even more weightier issues where yet to come.
You know the rest of the story.  Because an amazing thing happened.  An angel of the Lord appeared and said to him.  Vv. 20-24 **
Now put yourself into this picture if you can.  Joseph was probably a young man, 16, 18 20… Put yourself in that age bracket and under the weight of a promise like that. That you are going to have the full responsibility of fathering the Son of God. It has got to weigh you down.  Listen to the words of a song I heard about 10 years ago.  I think they capture what I am saying.  Read Joseph’s song lyrics.**
I can’t imagine the immense pressure he must have suddenly experienced.  To know that the God he loved had picked him to become the earthly father and to nurture, teach and love the son of God.  I am fairly sure this young man experienced some real weight of the world on his shoulders. 

Yet despite the weight of responsibility and uncertainty Joseph did as the angel of God commanded.  He took Mary as his wife but knew her not until she gave birth to the child.  And they called his name, Jesus.

In this story you and I can learn a profound truth that is so crucial for all of us to learn, especially those of us who sometimes have felt as if we are bearing the whole weight of all the world on our shoulders.  It is a truth which Isaiah preached and Joseph practiced.
Let me read our main text for you.  Is 9:6-7 **
So what is this text teaching us?  What is the truth that Joseph practiced in his life and decisions?  It is this:  “God is more than able to bear the weight of your world, your challenges, your problems”  

II.Who is this God?
Now before we get into that let’s take a look at who this God is.  Of course this text is one of the great prophecies of Scripture about the coming Messiah.  It clearly points out his true humanity and his true deity.  A child is born.  He is human.  And he is given to us.  

But look at the names for they are a description of who he is.  We may know him as Jesus of Nazareth but the Universe knows him as the divine --   
Wonderful Counselor  -- Wonderful is a Hebrew word used only with divine actions. There is a divine counsel, wisdom, which is neither capable of being duplicated by humanity nor even understood.  1 Cor. 1:25  “For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”  Can you imagine that?  Think of the wisdom and insight being sought today in the wings of the WH, the halls of Congress and the boardrooms of America.  Well God’s foolishness is wiser than all that put together.   Now, think of the fact that this wisdom  can comprehend the incomprehensible and then think about that wisdom being used to counsel us.

Mighty God—Isaiah gets right to the point with this one.  He is God, and he is all powerful.  Again the original language has a hidden gem.  The world translated Mighty is a word of great emphasis. The best English translation would be Mighty, Mighty God.

Mt. St. Helens illustration.  There is a power resident in God that is so vast, so expansive, so unlimited that the eruption of Mt. St. Helens is like Pastor Craig blowing out a forest of candles on his BD cake.   This Mighty God created the physical forces that took place at Mt. St. Helens.  He created the universe of which there is no boundary.  

Everlasting Father – An eternal relationship which has the nearness of a father.  No matter the relationship one has had with their earthly father, humanly perfect or tragic.  This child shall become and is today an everlasting, eternal father of the perfect order.  Beyond our wildest hopes.  A God who as a father protects and provides.  A father’s love illustration.

Prince of Peace – a Royalty, an overseer of governments, successor to David’s throne, one who will finally bring about all justice and a rightness that is established forever.  Peace to its perfection.  

This child Is. says was to be a king, but not just any king, but a king of both human and divine character.  The son of a virgin was seen by Isaiah to be the royalty of God for a darkened world and he would be both the light to that world and the ruler of that world. 

Who is this Jesus of Nazareth?  He is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  And then notice what Isaiah affirms twice …and the Government shall be upon his shoulders.  

I am more than aware that this verse has a prophetic perspective, that one day this child, who is now king, will in fact be the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega of government for humanity.  For this place called planet earth.  What Isaiah is saying is this one who is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace has the responsibility for and the authoritative power over the world’s affairs. That he is already bringing about his plan in the affairs of humanity.  That the challenges the world faces today are not a surprise to him, but rather are unfolding in accordance with his rule and his reign.  
I don’t need a WSJ, or Times Magazine to tell me where this place is headed.  It is headed exactly where the Lord of Lords has ordained it to head.  I don’t rely on  George Bush, Barrack Obama, or the United Nations to take charge and make sure this world does not self destruct.  I rely on the one who sits at the right hand of majesty to direct the flow of this world’s history and my friends it is flowing according to the eternal plan of God and his final destination is True Justice and Lasting Righteousness.  
But think about this.  These truths that Isaiah states are not only transcendent upon human existence and history, but they are true for us personally as well.  

In other words, Jesus (Jehovah is salvation) not only came to save people from sin and death, that is the transcendent;  He came to save Bill Moore from sin and death.  That’s personal.

Jesus came not just to bear the government of humanity’s affairs upon his shoulders, that’s transcendent.  He came to bear the government of Bill Moore’s affairs upon his shoulders as well.  That’s personal.

God never meant for us to bear the whole weight of all our world upon our shoulders.  Rather, he wants us to let God bear the weight of our problems our world upon his shoulders.  That is the truth  Isaiah proclaims, and that is the truth that Joseph, being a righteous man (a man who sought to follow after God) practiced in his life and decisions.

III.Resigning as general manager of the Universe.  Is. 9:6-7
But too often you and I bear the weight.  God never intended us to, but we do anyway.  Why is that?  Well basically because we’re self centered.  We are control freaks/oriented and so we try to bear the whole weight of all our world on our shoulders.  

The miracle of Christmas, the coming of Christ, Immanuel, God with us, is that the immediate government of our lives and/or our world was never meant to be on our shoulders.  

The government of the world shall be on his shoulders, Christ’s shoulders.  That is why he came, to bear the weight of the world, the problems of the world, the issues of my world, on his shoulders.

I read the story of a man.  George McCauslin Illustration.

Is there anyone here who needs to resign as general manager of the universe?  

Is there anyone here who is trying to –


Fix every person


Fix every problem


Shape up everything to just the right place

Get everybody just as you want them to be

Trying to shape up the kids/grandkids/your spouse/friend/neighbor/coworker

Trying to get it all together before the magic of the holidays passes and life begins 



for real, goes back to the ordinary day in and day out routines

Is there anyone who has the weight of the world on your shoulders? Anyone who needs to resign as general manager of your universe?

I have to tell you this is a lesson I have learned and continue to learn.  I have resigned as general manager of my universe, I have given God my problems and challenges.  I surrender to his counsel, mighty power, love and peace, but you know what? …. I take it back again.  I hold a coup de tat.  Defined as “the sudden unconstitutional overthrow of a government” 

I begin to think, I wonder how God is doing with that matter or this matter?  And if he is not as quick as I want or not as obvious as I think he should be, I begin to take back managerial responsibility.

This year God has spoken to me so dramatically about the truth of Christ’s coming, God with us, and the truth that the government of my life and our lives shouldn’t be on my or your shoulders but on Christ’s.
The truth of Is 9 and John 14 and John 16 have been born anew in my thinking and my life.  Read John 14:1 **and 16:33**
How can this be except he calls to me to leave the government of my life, the weight of my burdens and cares with Him.  The worry and frustration, the fear  it is all to be placed upon his and not my shoulders.  In a word to trust him.  His plans, his timing, his love.  

Earlier this year I was facing a dilemma, a challenge. I have faced many the past 5 years but this one was especially challenging.   It was not family, or church related.  It was a circumstance in my life that had gotten to the point where it dwarfed so much of the bright and blessedness of my life.  I simply could not do anything about it.  Yet I spent much emotional, spiritual and mental energy trying to figure it out.  Trying to resolve, trying to fix, or at least come up with a plan to fix it.  Yet I was felt totally helpless.

Funny how in those kind of helpless and seemingly hopeless moments, when all you seem to be able to do is worry and fret, God can speak so very quietly into your life and you finally hear him.  Well, that’s what he did, he spoke and said, “Bill what your doing isn’t working. Do you think it is time to trust me? To resign as the general manager of the universe, the general manager of your life, and the lives of others?  To surrender up your worries and problems? Won’t you just trust me now?”
That is what he asked me.  I did not say yes right away, pride, my sense of life and expertise, my sense of being a capable guy. A guy who is suppose to have all the answers got in the way.  It took a while to see that God was stripping away the veneer to all  that, to reveal the truth “That yes in this world you will have troubles, and many of them of your own doing.  But take heart Bill Moore, I am Immanuel. I am the one who came into this world to bear the government of the world’s affairs, your affairs, Bill on my shoulders.  And I have overcome the world and all the problems it can give rise to, so trust me.”   This past October, I did that. I took this particular situation and surrendered it to him. I said Lord here is the government of my life and its issues, and this circumstance, now you bear them.  I resign. 
You know what?  God accepted my resignation.  I would love to tell you that the circumstances that gave rise to my struggle are all gone.  That God waived his miraculous wand of miracles and poof!  They disappeared.

But they didn’t.  The circumstances are still there.  The memory undimmed. The future still uncertain.  But Christ in his own way, has taken them and put them on his shoulders and I no longer bear the full weight of the world, my world upon my shoulders.

I have learned a great lesson.  I am learning that God is far better able to manage the world than I am. And with his power and prodding, I have and hope to stay resigned as general manager of my universe.

Do you need to do that today?

Think about that statue on 5th avenue in NYC. Think about the figure of Atlas, straining under the weight of the world.  Only don’t see Atlas’ face, see yours. Put your name at the base of that marble figure.

Now think of a different figure, a man, the Son of God, walking the narrow streets of Jerusalem 2000 years ago.  He is walking toward a hill and on his back is a wooden beam.  It too is the weight of the world.  It represents every sin, every problem, every worry. You see Christ came not just to bear our sin, but to bear the weight of our world upon his shoulders.  

Think of those two figures.  Ask yourself this question:  As I look to the year 2009, is the immediate government of my life on my shoulders or on Christ’s?  Will you trust him with your life?
My friends if you will surrender the government of your life to the shoulders of Christ, his rule and reign, his lordship, then you will know the truth of John 16:33** will be the reality of your world.
Think about it.  Where better to surrender the weight of your world than to the one who is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Mighty God, Evcrlasting Father, Prince of Peace?  I can’t think of any better.  

