Unify! Building without Walls


Eph. 2:11-22








Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. 


Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 


All the king's horses and all the king's men 


Couldn't put Humpty together again. 








Some once said they came across some graffiti on a wall that said: “Humpty Dumpty was pushed”





Have you ever thought about that wall?  If there had not been a wall there HD would not have found himself going to pieces.   Walls are like that – they can be helpful, supporting walls in a house or they can be harmful, causing problems. Walls that don’t support anything useful but instead, like Humpty’s wall, cause things to fall apart.  Walls that keep people and purposes apart, separated.





Every one has them, that is unhealthy unwholesome unrighteous walls.  They are not always visible but they are real none the less.  Just ask the 


estranged H/W, P/C, 


	alienated, lonely w/I a church


	or the M/W whose skin is brown, black, yellow, red or in some circ. White


or the M/W who lives in the wrong part of town, drives the wrong car, votes the wrong way, doesn’t have the right education, or wear the right clothes, or doesn’t have the right look or body shape





Walls are not always apparent but the walls are there and they are real and they are solid. 





In a sense the church is Humpty Dumpty.  And since the days of the early church in Acts, we have found ourselves in pieces due to walls.





Paul talks about walls in our text today.  Eph. 2:11-22.  Essentially it is a call to Unify!by Building without walls.





A study of the history of the ancient world tells us that none of today’s distinctions – societal, relational,, none of our racial walls, narrow nationalisms, our political distinctions are new.  We need to remember that the human experience is a shared experience both the good and the bad.  When it comes to walls that are harmful there is nothing new.  Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 reads **





In fact, as we read our text in a few moments, we find an unrelenting wall of separation; the one which existed between Jew and Gentile.





Both groups fed on disdain, dislike, and distaste for each other.  Yet Paul writes that God has addressed that and in addressing it, he has shown us that these kind of walls don’t have to exist.  They can be overcome. God has provided a way to find not Humpty Dumpty come falling down but rather a way to find that the walls are what have come tumbling down.





Let’s put all this in the context of our text.  Paul in the 2nd chapter of Eph. is helping us understand who we are in Christ.  If we understand who we have become we can say “I’ll do and live as God directs because it is consistent with who I am and my life will be more satisfying and effective in the long run because of it.”





In the first part of chapt. 2, Paul notes the following about who we are:


	Eph 2:4-5 ** Are spiritually alive


	Eph 2:6 **    Are spiritually rich


	Eph 2:8 **    Are spiritually graced through God‘s mercy and forgiveness(Craig 		last week)


	Eph 2:10 **  Are spiritually purposed





In the latter part of Chapt. 2, Paul moves from the individual life to the corporate life and he gives us our first glimpse of the mystery of that which is to be a building without walls, the church. 





Eph. 1:10 Paul tells us that God, in Christ, is bringing all things in heaven and earth together under one head, his son.  That includes us, the church.





Now to do that, God has had to do two things: 1) He had to make alive that which was dead.  Eph. 2:1-10 is about.  2) He had to bring together that which was separate vv.11-22 is about, that is bring down the walls.





In other words, after God brought to life that which was dead, the second great challenge was to bring together that which was separated.  Which brings us to our text.  Approach this as Pauline equation.  Often Paul’s writings he will look at something in the following manner: Problem, Solution, Result.  





I. The problem.  Walls that separate (11-12)  ** (read txt)


Paul writes that a group of people, in this case, the gentiles, were separated in 2 ways


1.	Vertical ** from God


Christ less v12.  “Separate from Christ”


God less v.12   “without God”


Hope less v.12  “without hope”


Is that not the picture of not only the gentiles of Paul’s day, but a picture of the world today?  Christless, Godless, Hopeless.





There is this separation, an apartness that must be bridged, and at its core is the separation from God the giver of life, Christ the redeemer of life, and the Spirit the giver of hope.





But there is a second separation


	


2.  Horizontal**  it results from the first.   This horizontal separation manifests it self in two ways--


		State less v. 12  “excluded from citizenship”  Israel was a theocracy.  A nation of God with privileges and in a sense rights not available to any out side of Israel, and the gentiles were on the outside looking in.


		Friend less v. 12 “foreigners”  that is alien to the covenants of promise that bound Jews together as a people.  Which helped to define their friendship to one another.  Their relationship to one another.





So we see the problem of walls that separate to be further stated as follows:  Separation from God leads to separation and division between people.  Separation from one person to another.





And this separation between Jew and Gentile was so great, that Jews could not even eat with Gentiles, enter their homes, socialize with them, They were completely segregated in their relationships.  There is nothing new under the sun.  Prejudice, disregard, distrust, separation, these are not the problems of modern society, they have always been with us.





The word which best describes all this is alienation.  The Gentile dilemma (described by Paul) which is anyone’s or any people’s dilemma, the world’s dilemma, is apartness from God, producing alienation from God and therefore alienation from man within it’s own humanity, with all of is dehumanizing and debilitating results.  Separation from God leads to division and separation between people.





This is the root of division between M/W; races; cultures; sociological conflict.  It is at the root of racism, great national cleavages found in our world today.  Class envy, cultural mistrust and prejudice.  





You want an explanation for racial unrest in our country, or in Rwanda, Darfur, Chad?  How about a picture I saw as a young student of 3 black men hanging dead from a tree in Rural Mississippi.  Separation from God (due to sin) results in separation within humanity, between people, between nations, between races, between classes of people, between cultures.  Sin separates us from God and from each other.





And this separation causes life and the world to go to pieces.  It produces HDs and we Christians are not immune from it.  Though we may not be separated from God vertically because of the grace, forgiveness and mercy God has given us through Christ, we none the less continue to struggle in our walk with Christ.  You might say we experientially can be separated from God.  When a believer is not linked with God in his standards, in his spirit, in his walk then walls develop.





Walls that divide Christian H/W


Walls that divide Christian P/C


Walls that divide Christian B/B S/S


Walls that divide Christian churches from Christian churches  Lloyd Ogilvie ** has written





Translation:  We as Christians are far too often living with walls in between, separated from one another, and we are not suppose to.  That was the condition between Jew and Gentile. Let me put it terms of our book, Gracism. They saw the “dots”.  It controlled them, influenced their thinking, defined their appreciation of others or lack thereof, dictated their behavior toward those with the dots.  





Action item:  Who have you put a dot on?  Person/ a type of person/ a race/ ethnic background?  This is an action of examination.  At some point this week, ask your self in sincere honesty, God, who have I put a dot on that influences my relationship, my perspective, my appreciation and behavior toward that dotted person?





II.  The Solution vv.13-18





God did not leave the Gentiles in their lost and hopeless condition.  He does not leave anyone without hope to overcome the condition of separation, to overcome walls.  Horizontal or Vertical.





In vv. 13-18 Paul gives us God’s solution -- the bridge to span the separation.  Notice how he begins.. “but now…”  Remember Paul is about to turn us from the path of the problem to the roadway of solution.  A 180 degree turn about.





Read 13-18**  What is he saying?  Only through Christ can separation be overcome.  


The father sent a Messiah, a Savior, his Son, not only to bring salvation (that is the vertical bridge) but also to tear down forever the separation of the Jews and Gentiles (that is the horizontal bridge).  In fact Paul uses the imagery of walls to make his point.  v.14**





Through the substitutionary death of Christ, both Jews and Gentiles could be saved  from their sin and through Christ the system of separation established by the law and their cultures, was abolished and Jews and Gentiles were what?  Made one.  Brought together.  





Through Christ, he is the bridge, the span, it is God’s doing through Jesus, through the cross, the redeemed who once were dead because of sin, are now alive, and have been linked with God and have become fellow citizens with all the saints.





Paul refers to Christ as our peace, as our peace, he has made the two one. Destroyed the barrier, the hostility, the prejudice, the mistrust, the separation.  No longer do the dots control.  God has nuked them!





We would all probably agree the separation from God is great and that the solution is spiritual.  But Paul is clearly saying here, that the horizontal separation, hostility is also great.  It does not take a rocket scientist to agree.  Look around at the brokenness of families, abuse, hate, mistrust, race relations history, and we can see that is  great.


But would we agree with Paul that the bridge to resolve these separations which result often in destructive actions is not just a legal one, or one for just social redress but also must to an even greater degree and significance rest in the spiritual realm as well?  The vehicle of that realm is Jesus Christ and his cross, his teachings, and the Holy Spirit which leads. 





We have seen what the law and social pressure can do, but it can only take us so far.  Only through Christ can separation be overcome in a lasting and deep way.  With eternal impact.  Because only Christ can change what no law or social program can, the heart.





Action item: Where do I stand with Christ?





Problem, Solution, now Result





III.  The Result vv.19-22





It is first mentioned in v. 16 --reconciliation.  But where does reconciliation lead?  Look at v. 19-22** (read txt)





Notice the word “consequently”  Paul’s equation: Problem+Solution=Result





Consequently, because God has given a means to solve the problem produced by sin,  that goes beyond separation. Beyond distinction. Beyond hostility. Beyond mistrust. You might say an organism resulted.  Not some big organization, some Saints Incorporated. Rather God has established a new spiritual entity called The Church, where all believers had equal standing, where there was no distinction between Jew and Gentile, male/female, slave/free.  That which was dead has been made alive and that which was separate has been brought together -- in Christ.  The result of God’s solution is the Church.  And as Jesus said in Matthew 16:18** I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.





As we think about the church, think about this, world leaders come and go; countries ebb and flow; political systems wax and wane; but the church remains and the affairs of God remain dominant in the affairs of humanity.





The dictatorship of Ethiopia did not stamp out the church


The communist regime of China did not stamp out the church


The oppression of Stalin did not stamp out the church


The God is dead movement did not stamp out the church


John Lennon once said the Beatles were more popular than Jesus Christ, but when the Beatles are but a footnote in history, the church, the people of God will be alive and well


No political party will stamp out the church


No pop culture icon or movement will stamp out the church.





God has created a result out of separation due to sin, and that is the church and the evil one cannot prevail against us in doing what God has called us to do, which is Unify! And build without walls.  Tony Evans**





But can the church stand up to itself?  Can the church withstand its own weight? Jesus said in Mt. 12:25 Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.





The truth is the church is battling issues of walls and separation within itself.  Not the positional separation but the living it out kind of walls.  The battle comes in all forms.  Denominational illustration**





It comes in the form of denomination vs. denomination


Family v. Family;  M v. W;  member of church v. member of church where jealousies over ministries, envy over giftedness, denigration of ideas because there is always a better one. How about race v. race or culture v. culture or social position v social position?  Is separation still in the church?  Again T. Evans**





Not only do we find ourselves as the church separated geographically from bros and sis of other races, ethnicities, and classes, but spiritually as well.  Separation in an area of life where according to our text God fully intended there to be no separation, esp. for those who call themselves Christ followers.





What God intends is for the church to display to the world a truth, that there is reconciliation in Christ and that the result is a people who are united in the love of Christ.  Where the walls have been broken down and no distinction exists in how we love and respect one another and maybe from which societal, cultural and racial walls could also come tumbling down around us.





We must demonstrate this in our families, our relationships as men and women, our racial efforts, our ethnic makeup, in our reaching out to those who don’t like us, in our seeking to relate in authentic ways to those who dress differently, look differently, and act differently than us.  We are to demonstrate this in every aspect of our relational life.





It is essential for the impact of our witness.  Jesus said  in John 17:22-23** (read txt)


Here is what one man said (Billy Graham)**  And another T. Evans**





That is why this fall study on Gracism.  That is why we are taking a look at ourselves as a people, as a church, because there is so much at stake for the Kingdom of God and the truth of Jesus Christ that is needed by the world.  That is why our efforts in the months and years to come in this area of bridging to those who are not like us, is not about social activism, it is about the love and gospel of Jesus Christ and eternity is at stake in the lives of those we reach.  Dear God, let us not be a barrier to the spreading of the gospel because we won’t let you tear down the walls of our lives.





You say, how do we do this?  Well a great start is to read Gracism and go to a small group study where there is a safe place to discuss these issues, and I trust pray about them, and then go out and act in the way the book outlines.





Second, we need to see one another and bros and sis of varying stripes, differently. Paul uses three metaphors which help us to understand how we are to view each other.


	Fellow Citizens --  v.19 When in Christ we are part of a kingdom ; bound by the l


	Bound by the laws of the kingdom, share the resources of the kingdom, enjoy the


	Protection of the same king.  This should emote loyalty to the King and his 	subjects


	Family members -- v.19  We are family. We are to operate at a deeper level of 


	intimacy.  We have a unique relationship with each other, with privileges and 


	responsibilities.  If we are family then we should act like it.


	Building parts -- v19  A Building, a temple, in which God lives by his spirit.  A 	physical temple or building is utilitarian, that it has a purpose, a usefulness.  Well 		greatest glory to God is when that purpose expresses love to Him and to one 	another and to the world.  And just like any building it needs all the parts, as the 	children’s song goes, red, and yellow, black and white. Our attitude is we need 	each other to be all God calls us to be.  





We begin tearing down the walls when we see each other as we truly are: loyal because of one King, intimate because of one Father, useful because we are of one spirit.





Thirdly, we tear down by surrendering ourselves.  By individually and collectively repenting of our selfishness, our pride, our fears, hidden agendas, our prejudices, our judgmentalisms, our apathy for others that our Lord would call “the least of these”, the poor, the homeless, the imprisoned, the people of different color and culture.  





We will never be as the church before the world, what God has called us to be, until we repent personally and collectively.  But when we do, then the world will see the Church.  A kingdom built on loyalty to Christ and one another., A family which expresses love and encouragement, a building without walls that serves with a servant’s heart the purpose of its owner.





Action items:  Repent for your/our having put dots on people


		Build bridges by intentionally talking with someone different than 			you


		Get involved with Apple Fest outreach and/or Lake County food 			drive(video)





Bill’s experiences.  Jairo


		       Lake County Jail       
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