It’s not about me anymore (looking out for number 2)
Philippians 2:1-4 
During the days when Mohammed Ali was a great boxer, he would go around in his arrogance and say, "I am the greatest." Humility was never his strong suit. One day, back in his prime, he was on an airplane and the plane was ready to take off and the flight attendant had repeatedly told him to put on his seat belt. He finally told her, "I’m superman and superman don’t need no seatbelt." The flight attendant didn’t hesitate a minute but shot back with, "Superman don’t need no airplane either, now buckle up."

Humorous, but somehow it reflects our innate sense of self-importance.  There is something in every human being that desires to know that others think we are important in the scheme of things.  A desire to make sure we get what is ours, what ought to be ours, even if it means you don’t get yours.  Now most of the time we can cover this up with good rationalizations, but if in a moment of true and honest self examination we were to quietly reflect, we would have to agree that there is a little too much me in my thinking.  I have a friend who thinks about this a lot.  He says, if he were to write an honest  book about himself, it would be entitled, Me, me, me the full story, dedicated to me, and forward of course by me. 

We live in culture preoccupied with ourselves, our mes.  But as Christ followers, we are not suppose to be about me.  

That is what Gracism is helping us to understand.  Our lives as Christians are to break the mold of the world, the mold that says it is me first, and then everyone else.  
Gracism is a challenge to say no, it is you first.  It is about me looking out for you.  It is about me looking out for no. 2, not no. 1.  Last week, Pastor Craig in discussing the idea of lifting up and covering the marginalized, the under-resourced, the different, the easily ignored, the person of different color or culture, the people with dots, he said we have to be intentional.  That is also emphasized in David Anderson’s book.  
But how?  Is it just a matter of me deciding to be nice?  Well, that certainly is a good start.  But the truth is anything we do will not be lasting until we are changed from the inside out.  Anything we do will be temporary, and the old patterns will re-emerge unless we give God permission, opportunity to come in, clean up the mess, and replace the mess with his message and manner of Christ.  Anything we do will not stay unless we recognize that we are little Christs and we live our lives in harmony with his character, teachings and grace.  

That is why over the next two weeks, as a part of our series on gracism we are going to look at Philippians 2:1-11.  Today we will look at  the first 4 verses, and next week the next 7.
The setting – in the closing verses of ch. 1 we find Paul exhorting the Christians of Philippi to stand firm in their faith because people will oppose them.  Vv.27-28a As an aside is this not true today also.  Paul writes this because often when opposition comes, unity love are threatened.  Things don’t go well, the human tendency is to look for some one to blame.

Has that ever happened to you?  Troubles come and suddenly blame is being thrown around?  Far too often when trouble comes, Gracism goes.  Love goes.  Unity goes.  And it becomes every man or woman for themselves.  What no. 2?

Paul has learned of possible blaming, finger pointing, going on in Philippi.  He has heard trouble, pressures, contentions have developed and the love they are to demonstrate is on the run.  Dots have come back into the picture, and their reputation for being little Christs is in danger.  In fact it is so bad, that in Ch. 4 vv. 2,3 paul challenges 2 people by name to agree in the Lord.  IN other words these believers in Philippi were not too unlike the church of the 21st century.  They were having trouble looking out for others, for no. 2.  They were having trouble getting beyond the dots, the issues, lifting up and covering for the marginalized.  

Now understand they were not having this challenge because they were a weak church.  No.  Philippian church was a strong church.  But think about that for a moment.  The more strength a church has, the greater the church must be intentional in giving attention to love, to caring for one another, to lifting and covering, to having humility in order to look out for no. 2.  Illustration **  My first trial as a lawyer.  People in strong churches must with intentionality give greater attention to love, unity, gracism because in many ways they have a bulls eye painted on them.  We are a strong church.
You  begin to look around and count up the ways in which this church is beginning to stretch itself for the cause of Christ, Lawndale, food drive, reaching out to our neighbors, challenging ourselves to look beyond our walls and you begin to realize the great things God is doing in us and through us, the more I realize we have a bulls eye on this church.  Therefore the more we must intentionally focus on love, unity and gracism.  The more we have to have a humble attitude in order to become more of what Jesus call us to be as a committed community, sanctorum communion.  A community that loves well, serves well, lifts up well, covers well, humbles itself well.

That is why this text is so important.  Paul in addressing the church in Philippi gives us the firm biblical understanding of what it means to be humble, to look out for no. 2, to strive in our efforts to love as only Christ would have us love.

So lets put this text into 4 questions.  Questions that I think will help us understand what Paul the apostle, God’s messenger to us, is proclaiming.

Question 1.  Do I possess spiritual clarity? v. 1**  
He writes if there is any encouragement in Christ.  BTW, in the original Greek these comments in the form of “if any” questions/comments, are providing the answer of yes.  In other words, if there is any encouragement in Christ (implied as there surely is).
The encouragement is in the sense of help and courage.  When we are united with Christ, we have authentic relationship with Him, we are in a realm through which we receive encouragement from Christ.  That is we are to draw encouragement by his presence in our lives.

In those moments when you think I can’t take another step, Jesus says I will carry you.  I don’t know which way to turn, I will guide you.  But I feel so guilty, I forgive you.

Paul says to us, don’t forget all of the encouragement we have had and will receive in Christ.

If any comfort from his love…It does not take Paul long to remind us that the love of Christ should bind this community of faith together.  That is there is to be understood that Christ has a deep care for us collectively and individually.

When we say no one cares about me, Jesus says I died for you.  When we think I feel all alone, Jesus says I will never leave you or forsake you.

To have the atmosphere of love we must remember our benefits in Christ and that he loves us.

If any fellowship of the Spirit…fellowship of the spirit.  The word here is koinonia, which clearly points to the fact we are in community with the Living Holy Spirit.  We associate with the HSP. As caring, an intimacy with God as spirit.  When we say to ourselves, am I really a Christian, the Holy Spirit says you are a child of mine.  What I said was not so bad was it?  The HSP says it was a sin.  I feel so weak, the HSP says I am your helper and strength.

There is a fellowship with the Spirit which is obviously foundational to our genuine and intimate fellowship with one another.  That is what Paul is trying to show us.

If any tenderness and compassion… The word used for tenderness is a reference to one’s insides.  The 1st C. reader would see our insides as the source of the more tender affection, the kindness.  Compassion conveys the meaning of pity or mercy.  We we say life is too hard for me, Jesus says I am preparing a place for you.  I am never going to get out of or through this mess, Jesus says I have a plan for you and what I start I finish.
Paul is making a stirring appeal.  This is not some simple superficial piece of advice, that people should just buck up and overlook their differences and live together in peace.  “Can’t we all just get along?”  But rather Paul proclaims with boldness and lofty motive, from heaven itself, motives founded in the Lord’s will for his church to be one with one another, because they are joined with Christ and indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  So that when trouble comes, he says you remember these things.  Sound of Music **  “my favorite things”
That is the thought behind these verses.  When opposition comes, when something threatens love, when I find myself looking out for no. 1, for myself, then I need to remember and be thankful for these incredibly wonderful things!  Encouragement in Christ, Comfort of His love, fellowship of the Spirit, Tenderness and Compassion.  Gratitude for these blessings and the love we have received from our God and savior because he always is looking out for us, is strong reason and motivation for us to look out for others.  To lift up, cover, to share privilege, and to give honor to one another and the marginalized.

.If we are to be gracists, we must be clear about the benefits we have in Christ.
Do I have this spiritual clarity?

Question 2.  Do I pursue relational comUNITY?  V.2**
I could have titled this sermon, Giving greater joy to your Pastor.

Here in v. 2 Paul is encouraging the church to complete his joy.  Paul began this church.  He would have personally led many to Christ.  He still was leading them spiritually.  He was vitally connected and interested in their journey of following Christ.  Now he says “make my joy complete”.  Make me glad by my hearing of how much comUNITY you have with one another.  By having healthy relationships with one another. By being a comUnity
It is healthy for Christ followers to ask themselves – “Is my behavior, my attitude right now the kind of behavior, attitude, that would put a smile on Pastor Craig’s face, my small group leader’s face?”

Paul is not suggesting nor I that we live to be people pleasers.  But if we have a godly leader, who has been provided by God to be our under shepherd, then it is entirely right to think, If I am not giving my spiritual leader joy, then there is good reason to think I may also not be giving my savior joy.  So how do I make my pastor leap for joy?  Paul tells us.
Pursue comUnity that thinks.  Notice he says we are to have the same mind. And to be intent on one purpose.  Both of these relate to what and how we think.  

Now I am not naïve on such matters.  We have differences of opinion and ideas.  But when it comes to the essentials of our faith, we have to think together.  We are to think the same about our Jesus.  He has won the highest praise, the greatest fame, the loudest praise.

About this book.  That it is the word of God and that it is the final authority on issues of life and faith.  That it feeds our soul.  And about our purpose.  We are here to make disciples of Christ and to do so by going into all the world.  To help people find Christ, grow in Christ and become passionate followers of Christ.

When we don’t think the same about these things, then we need to sit down and listen, then talk, then listen, then talk.  We are to look for the common ground to rejoice over and commit to.  And certainly the truths of Christ ,the word, and the mission are critical to this.  Wesley **

Do we have one mind, are we bathing in the same love. Is there radiance from God that spreading heart to heart, breast to breast, and mind to mind. We must be careful that we are not Teflon and like Velcro … there ought to be something about us from that make others want to stick close to us… Am I a Teflon Christian or a Velcro Christian. Am I only concerned about myself. I don’t want those folks bothering me… i don’t have time for them folks or do I invite people into my circle, do I make myself available for others without counting the cost.. Is my joy just spreading Christ
If we are Teflon Christians than Satan will come and squirt Pam on that non-stick strayed on these humans skillets. If we let him spray us nothing good will stick and nobody bonds. One of the tests of whether we abide in the faith and having the mind of Christ is that Christ calls us to community…we draw others to us. The devil has one job and that is to divide.

We are to pursue a comUnity that thinks.  . Having the same love. And to be united in one spirit.  

Paul is really challenging us to pursue comUnity.  But he begins with the transcendent truths of being united with Christ, comforted by his love, linked with the Spirit, and objects of tenderness and compassion all of which is to define our faith, and then it becomes a purposeful intent on our part to rally together in mind and heart.  Peanuts **
This is what God wants for his people.  To be organized.  To be united in our heads and our hearts.  Operating on the same wavelength.  That is the great thing about our studying gracism together.  It gives us a chance to get on the same page and be spiritually challenged and challenging.  To work at being comUNITY.
What would happen if we made this a priority?  Asked God to give us this kind of oneness.  And then worked with God to bring it about.   AW Tozer **  

If we are to be gracists we must pursue healthy comUNITY.

Do I persue relational comUNITY?

Now here is why this is so important.  The next question spells it out.  This is why the first two questions are relevant to our thoughts of looking out for no. 2.  Because if we don’t have spiritual clarity, and a commitment to comUNITY, we will never be able to rise above the me first mentality.  We will never find lasting effectiveness at being gracists.  We will never be able to lift up, cover, or as our chapters for this week state share or honor the marginalized, the different, the needy, the fringe of our church or our world.…. 

Question 3.  Do I practice personal humility?  V.3**  
Leonard Bernstein **    Finding someone to play second fiddle ws a problem in the Philippian church.  V.3**

In humility consider others more important than me?  Are you kidding?  Anderson in his book writes similarly P. **75,76  
Our ability to live in comUNITY and be gracists is dependent upon personal humility.  Which we will also look at next week as we look at vv. 5-11.  

But do we come into our church, our homes, our places of employment, our neighborhoods and say:  He is more important than me, she is more impt than me, this aging friend is more important than me, that young man or woman is more impt than me, that HSchooler is more impt. than me, that little child is more impt than me, that black man is more impt than me, that subordinate is more impt than me, that homeless man is more impt than me, that Muslim is more impt than me?  Do I really think and believe such things?

Being humble means we are not threatened when others are treated in more important ways because we know we are loved by the God of the universe.  Remember the what ifs?

Encouragment, comfort, fellowship, right?  So even though we are all equally impt to God, we are secure enough in our understanding of being in Christ that we can act as though others are more important than we are.  That’s humility for the sake of comUNITY.  For the sake of the Gospel.

What would change in our lives if we began to live in this kind of humility.  Not threatened when others receive greater treatment, and being willing to give up privilege when we find someone of no/lesser privilege being left out.   Churchill **

Humility… are you allowing God to develop it in your life?  The word is giving us the marching orders.  Humilty is to characterize the followers of Jesus Christ.  We are going to look at this more closely next week.
If we are to be gracists, we must practice humility.
Do I practice personal humilty?

Question no. 4  Do I practice acts of charity?  V.4**
Paul is not telling us to ignore our interests and affairs, but we are to consider the interests of others as a part of our concern.  We are to put feet to this and act upon the concerns we have for others.

Paul is picturing a comUNITY where mutual concern is exercised.  Charity, love is enhanced when we are concerned and act in the interest of others.  In my career as a lawyer and a pastor I have seen too many only looking out for their own personal interest with out thought or regard to how their pursuit impacts others or without pausing to consider the interest of others in their life’s path.  Where deep down they regard themselves as more important than the other person, looking out only for their piece of the pie, their own agenda, their own interest.  And the result is a lack of charity toward others.  

God is telling us to not look out only for our own interest, but also the interest of others.  This is love.  This is a genuine love.  It is not feeling driven, it is obedience driven.  This is what old time Christians call charity.  Jesus talked about how important this is in Mark 12:29-31 ** One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"  "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'There is no commandment greater than these."

Rule #1  Love God

Rule #2  Love Others

Rule #3 See rules no. 1 and 2

Looking out for no. 2 really begins to happen when we realize God is 1 others2 and we are not no.1 but no 3.  Children’s SS Acrostic **  J-Jesus O-others Y-you

If we are to be gracists, we must look out for the interest of others.

Do I produce acts of Charity?

High School story **

Friends our Father in heaven is asking some tough things from us in this text.  Make your Father’s heart glad with your comUNITY, your humility and your charity. If someone was to be asked what characterizes Long Grove comUNITY church, make it impossible for those around us to answer that question  with anything but a loving, humble, giving comUNITY.
