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Over the next six weeks welde going to explore theripple effect. | don®know many
people who want to come to the end of ther lives and say, O never made an impact on
anything or anyone- but |®n okay with that.O TheLiving God who madeyouin His
imagewants your life to matter and to make an impact. When astoneplungesinto the
world it makes amark. (Demondrate with astond. Tha@theripple effect. It creates
waves. Inthesame way, as Christ beginsto change our hearts, He empowers usto
changethe people aroundus How dowe live alife tha mattersfor God and for eternity?
We don®begin by getting busy for God; we begin by receiving from God. Tha@the
lesson of Bartimaeus

This passage containsa story aboutreceiving grace from God. [t@ the story of aman Da
poor, blind, powerless man, by theway Bwho notonly receives but almos grabs God®
grace. He goes hard after God®@grace. He@® aman who says, Of God redlly is gracious
if Jesusisreal andalive, if the power of the Holy Spirit istruly available, IGn goingto
ask big and live large If Godis generouswith hisgrace, |®n notgoing to ask for a
thimbleful; 1&n going to ask for afourtain-full.O There were hundeds of people tagging
longwith Jesusontha day, but only oneof them shines as amodd of discipleship:
surprise, it@ the poorbegga named Bartimaues.*

We pick up thestory in verse 46 DOrhen they came to Jericho.O Jerichois about15
miles northesst of Jerusalem and Jesusis heading straight into Jerusalem. Q\s Jesus and
his disciples, together with alarge crowd, were leaving thecityEQ  So imagine of mob of
people hanging aroundJesusand they are all walking on aroad, leaving thecity of
Jericho. Thereistensoninthecrowd. On three separate occasionsJesushastold
everyonetha he@® headed into Jerusalem so he can die for thesinsof theworld. If you
back up to Mark 8:32 we read, Orhey were ontheway up to Jerusalem, with Jesus
heading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while thos who followed were
afraid.O | want usto enter into thefeelingsof this scene: astonishment, fear, uncertainty.
Everyoneis on edgeand uptight and Gtressed outO Jesusisn®uptight butheisfocused
ononegod: get to Jerusalem, suffer, and die for the sinsof theworld.

Asthey |eave thecity, there@ ablind man by theroadside. In JesusCday that would have
been acommon sight But there@@ a surprising twist to this story: this blind and poorand

! Notice two things about this story: (1) Thisis clearly an eyewitness account Bthe details are too vivid and concrete.
This clearly reads not like a mythological, legendary story but as real history recorded by an eyewitness. (2) It tiesinto
Mark 8:22 B(They came to Bethsaida and some people brought ablind man and begged Jesus to touch him.O The
story of the blind man at Bethsaida and the story of the blind man at Jericho form two bookends for a section on what it
means to follow Jesus. Here@® the point: the disciples, who should see Jesus, really don(®see him. But the blind men,
who shouldn@® see him, really do see Jesus. So it@ awarning to all of uswho say we follow Jesus: Do we really see
him? Do wereally follow him?



margindized begga will become thekind of person the Gospds hold up as the modd
disciple. We don®know much aboutBartimaeus We know his fathe® name is Timaeus
Pwhich implies tha the early church may have known his whole family. Isn®that
amazing? Tha@® theripple effect. As Jesustoudhed and transformed Bartimaeus, heaso
transormed his whole family. We also knowtha Bartimaeuswas Qitting by the
roadsdeOor literally trandated Gitting by theway.O Tha® an important detail because
in the Gogpd of Mark bn thewayObecomes a codephrase for following Jesus? At the
beginning of this story Bartimaeusis Gitting by the wayQ by the end of the story (see
verse 52) he gets up and follows Jesus Gl ongthe roadOor Glongtheway.O So thekey
guestion of discipleship becomes this: are you on theway with Jesusor not? Bartimaeus
getlsontheway. He becomes amodd disciple forus How so? Bartimaeusbecomes the
modd disciple by (1) Undastanding grace; (2) Living confidently; (3) Desiring Deeply.

Understanding Grace. Verse 47 DONhen he heard that it was Jesusof Nazareth, he
began to shout Qesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.O So as this mob of people start
walking down theroad, Bartimaues grabs someone3 sleeve and asks, Hey, wha@ going
on?ANd when someonetells him tha it Jesus, he shouts Dand | mean shous DJlesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” Ever since King David the Jewish people heard
God@® promises to send a great ddiverer DMessiah. For ingance, Isaiah 35 pointed to a
merciful GBon of DavidODOrhen will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the
deaf beungoppeal. Thenwill thelame leap like adeer E Gladness and joy will overtake
them, and sorrow and sighing will flee awayO(lsaiah 3535, 10). Bartimaues connects
these promises with JesusBand that@ why he@3 so excited.

So heshouss at thetop of his lungsDQesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.O Now
imagineif someonestarted daing that rightin themiddle of our service. We@ do exactly
what happened in this story: we@ start shushing him. Verse 48 DMany rebuked him and
told him to be quiet.O Throughoutthe Gogpds the disciples try to protect Jesusfrom
problems, like messed-up human beings And Jesus keeps saying to his disciples, Orhe
messed-up people aren®@the problem, you are Bbecause you keep blocking me fromthe
people who need me themog.O So the crowd shushes Bartimaues. Jesusisreally busy,
they say. Jesushasimportant thingsto do. Shudsh. Thisiswha people in power always
doto thepowerless: they shush people. You have questionsaboutyour faith? Shudh.

Y ouwere abused as a child or raped as an adult? Shush. You@e amess? Shush. You
desperately need mercy and healing and compassion? Shudh.

Now notice tha Bartimaeusisn®a pretty sight He® poor, unpleasant, loud,rude
ingopropriate, sodally margindized (he® notthekind of person you@ want at your
dinne parties), religioudy margindized (he® notthekind of person we@ invite to our
worship services and choo for church leadership). Yep, he® onescrewed up human
being, butremember: he@®the modd disciple in this passage.

Huh? Thisisforeignto mog of us Mog of ushave boughtinto what | would call the
GGogd of salf-sufficiency,Owhich basically says, O can makeit on my own.O Or the

?In the Book of Acts followers of Jesus usually aren® called Christians; they are called Gpeople of the
Way.O



GGogd of self-esteem,Owhich says, Of | feel goad aboutmyself | mus beokay.OWe
tend to assume that religion meansgetting our act together. Religion meansgetting it
rightDand untl | can get it right, God doesn®want me. Aswe would say, it means
getting our dudksin arow. Asaresult we live with fear andinsecurity DI dor® have my
spiritual dudksin a row bor prideand self-righteousness Bl do have my dudsin arow,
at lead better than mog people | know,

But look at Bartimaues, our modd disciple: he@ amess. He doesn®even have any
dudksto lineup. Nearly 1,600years agothe brilliant theologian Augustineread this
story and commented that Qhe wretched hdplessness of fallen humanity is seen
symbolically in the blindness of Bartimaues.O Wait a minute |®n notsure | like that
Owretched hdplessnessOpart. Why does the Bible talk so much aboutsin? It seems so
negative. How could oneof the greatest Christiansthat ever lived Bthe Apodle Paul b
comre to theend of his life and call himself Cthe chief of sinna'sO(see 1 Timothy 1: 15)?

The Gogd aboutJesusis not a message of Q0n okay, you@e okayQ it@ a message of
Q@n amess and you@e amess.O Seeing ourselves as amess is truly counier-cultural, but
itisthestart of arevolutionin our hearts. Christian counglor Mark McMinntellsthe
following story:
A young woman | metdescribedher childhood in a home where self-esean was the
primary virtue. Her parerts taught her that she was delightful, talented, good-hearted
intelligert, and witty E But as she grew up, she felt that something important was
missing from her incubator of childhood self-edeem. Somehow, deepdown, she always
knewthere was an intrinsic needfor heding, an inner darkness, a moral decay, which
was also part of her character. As she verturedinto the teerage traps of promiscuity
and drugs, she felt like an imposter, asif no one could know about her true self or else
theywould stop loving her. She didnOneed another self-eseem button or stickerto
wea around the house. What she longed for was authentic awareness of her good and
bad qualities and lovethat was big enough to embrace her regardless of her sin. When
sheturnedto God as a young adult, she found what she had beenlonging for BOne
who knew evely dark corner of her soul and still (offered) her love, forgiveress,
accepance, and grace.3

Thechurch is oneof thefew places on the planet where wee actudly invited to come
clean. WeQe invited to step forward and say, Orhere is something bent and twisted and
deformed insdemy soul and | need hdp.O And at the same time wel®e invited to be
lovedin @l oursin. If you@e looking for thefellowship of the pious I@l save you some
time: golook somewhere else. Thisisafellowship of sinnas. Butlet me say
emphadically that thisis goodnews, wondefully good news. We®e nat a county clubfor
theworld@ best people; wede a hoital for people who have been salvaged by the
power and skill of Doctor Jesus Christ. We are a company of thechief of sinne's, who
like Bartimaues, are opening our lives to theamazing grace of Jesus

Living with Confidence. Butnotice something surprising aboutBartimaues: he(® amess
buttha doesn®cause him to hang his head in shame andfear. He lives with joyful
confidence. Noticetherest of verse 49: everyoneis shushing him, all thenice and

3 Mark McMinn, Why Sin Matters, page 14.



religiouspeople are telling him to shutup and settle down; but this only made him shout
al themore, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Thisiswha | admire about
Bartimaeus he@ scrappy; he@ persistent to the paint of being aggravating. Bartimaeusis
like a pit bull with a hugechunkof steak in hisjaws: he clampsdown and won®let go.
For Bartimaues the steak is God® grace. Y ou can® shake him off the preciousstesk.
Everyoneshudhes him and he manages to ignore them all.

Wouldn®it be grest to live with that level of confidence and freedon?? Wouldn®it be
great to becompletely honest aboutyour life Bthe mess, the pan, thetemptation Dand at
the same time hold your head high with confidence and authority and real spiritud
power? Istha even possible? Bartimaues does. Now a psychologist mightlook at this
story and say, GHum, what an interesting specimen of unusidly high ego strength.O But
thisisn®ego strength; thisis God-strength. Bartimaues is a nobody. People walked by
Bartimaues every day and mog of them ignored him or threw afew coinsin hislittle
beggar@ cup. But either way, hegot the message: you®@e a nobody

Have you ever felt the sting of beng a nobody? When | was 17 yearsold | was playing
in a basketbdl game againg our archrivals Southwest High School. | was assigned to
guad ther best player, an arrogant, hat-headed, condescending point guard. Every time
he came down the court, hewould dribble up to me and whisper unde his breath, Or ou
are nothing, man. You®@e nothing. And @othingGran®guad me.O 1@n happy to report
tha | shuthim down (and actudly got him so frudrated tha thereferees g ected him from
the game), but after continudly hearing O ou@e nothing, manOyou start to bdieve it.

There are so many forces that cry out to us O ou@ nothing.O Y ou may face it at work.
You may hear it in your marriagebor lack of marriage. Youmay hear it in school. You
may have heard it from your parents. Youmay hear it when youlookin the mirror or
view your own body. Or you may betrying to stay onestep ahead of O ou®@e nothing,0
holding on to your success or money or stuff or degrees or relationshipslike adrowning
person clingsto driftwood. Whenever you say, O mug have tha ordsel@na
nobodyQtha isthe source of your confidence, and ultimately, tha isyour god

Bartimaues has rea confidence in God@grace in Jesus, and thus hedoesn®have afake,
puffed-up, propped-up confidence tha dependson externds; no, hehas an internd
joyful, focused, passionae strength. Once again, wouldn®it be grest to live with that
confidence at all timesandin all circumstances. Where doyou get it? 1t@in verse 49D
Qlesus stoppel and said, @Call him.O So they called to theblind man, @heer up! On your
feet! He@ calling you.@ For Bartimaues confidence hangson those two words DQlesus
stoppel.O Confidence hinges on the presence of Jesus Jesusis here. Jesusiswith me.
The Son of Godwho loved me and died for me, isherein my life. TheEternd Son of
God, the Onewhomthe Bible calls the radiance of the Father@ glory (Hebrews 1:3), and
the onewhom Qby him all thingswere createdO(Colossians 1:16); this One now hears
oneblind begga cry outto him. And Jesusstopped. Or literally Qesusstoodtill.O
Here@ where real, pure, passionae, love-filled corfidence comes from: God standsstill
foryou. Shortly after this encounter with Bartimaues, on a dreary afternoon this Eternd
Son of God stood till longenoughto allow his creationto nal himto across. By doing



so, theBible tellsustha every sinyou and| ever committed was only naled to that
cross. Tha@thesource andfountin of spiritud authority and confidence.

1t@ the confidence tha bdongs to every child of God. Notice howtheNew Testament
describes this confidence: GFor you have not received a spirit of Savery leadingto fear
agan, buta spirit of adopion as sons(and daughters) of God, by which we cry out,
\bba, Father! O Or as the Message Bible trand ates this verse: Orhis resurrection life you
received from God is notatimid, grave-tending life. 1t@ adventuroudy expectant,
greeting God with childlike @Vha@ next, Papa?O God® Spirit toudhes our spirit and
confirmswhowerealy are.0

If youwant to know wha spiritua confidence and authority lookslike, watch thenew
movie called QAmazing Grace.O [t@ thetrue story of William Wilbeforce, ayoung
politician livingin England at theend of the170@. In 1787heproposd a bill to
abolish thedave tradein England. At thetime, the dave tradewas at its height
Thousandsof African men, women and children were beng captured, puton a ship and
sent to British colonies to work in thefieldsand sugar plantations Often onatypical
voyage hdf to two-thirdsof thedaves would diein trandt. But amog no onein the
British Parliament though it was wrong.

Paragraph from Os GuinnessCbook The Call.

Desiring Deeply. Tha( the confidence of Bartimaues Dand it isn®jug intellectua
knowledge Bartimaues does something: Orhrowing his cloek aside, hejumped to his
feed and came to Jesus O Now keep in mind tha Bartimauesis abegga. He doesn®
have acloset full of clothes color-coordinated by season of theyear. He doesn®have an
extragaragefor all hisstuff. Thiscloak isprobably his only possession. But heflingsit
away because Jesusis near. Jesusis beter than anything else you can own or achieve.
Tha@ wha worship is all about 1t& not aboutthe preacher or themusic, it@ aboutthe
worth of Jesus it( abouttelling him with our lipsand our lives, Of ou@e better than
anything theworld could ever give me.O

Then notice Jesus question, OVha do youwant me to dofor you? | love BartimauesO
confidence and clarity: @ want to see.O Now in the Gospd of Mark therecovery of sight
isn®@jusgt aphysca miracle; it@® symbolic of discipleship. It means O want to see and
follow you, Lord.O Which is exactly what hgppens next: Giso,QJesus said, Qour faith
has hedled you.O And then hefollowed Jesusaongtheroad. He® notonthesideof the
road anymore. He@ following Jesusaongtheroad now.

Those two words are so important; | want. Bartimaues knows wha hewants. 1t so
clear and focused. He@® a man whose been saved by grace and he can®live without
grace. He@8 aman who lives with confidence and spiritud authority because his power
and hoperest in Christ. So heknows wha hewants. | wantto see. Or | want to follow
you, Lord.



My friend Delbert owned a very successful printing busnessin Floridauntl hesuddenly
sold it and moved to Africa. He went to Zambiato work for asmall Christian ministry
tha makes hand-cranking carts for handicapped people. | asked Delbet, OVhy did you
do tha?0It was like flinging off his cloak and comingto Jesus Delbert told me, Q.ook,
when |G dead and gone there are three and only three thingsthat will remain: my faith
in theLord (and tha@ number ong), my friendsand family, andfindly, the stories that
people will tell aboutmy life Bin particular, the stories people will share abouthow |
influenced others aroundme.O

Y ou don®have to moveto Africato say, Q ord, Jesus you are better than anything.O

How abou you? Areyou till waiting besidetheroad or are you following alongthe
road? Do youundestand the Gospd of sin and grace? Do you live unde the grace of
godasyour only hopefor thislife and the next? Thereisonly onethingto give you
confidence in the spiritud joumey BChrist. Do you have that confidence? Do you pray
with tha confidence? Do you pass ontha confidence to your children? Do we as a
church family live with that confidence? Christian, follower of Jesus, do you knowwho
you are and whose you are? Do you know your greatness? What do you want out of
life? What are the stories tha you want people to tell aboutyou? Wha do you want?

(GO TO THE BOWL AND HOLD UP A ROCK). Thisrepresentsyour life Byourone
andonly life. TheBible saysthat ourlifeisavapor. It will be over before you know it.
Wha will you dowith yourlife? Will youhold onto it, liveit for yourself? Or will you
surrende to Christ and allow God to make ripples throughyou?



