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There® ajokemaking theroundsabouta lawyer who comes to his client and says,
Q.00k, Joe, | have some goodnews and some bad news.O His client had been accused of
murder and thelawyer had jus received thereport fromthecrimelab. CFirst, here@ the
bad news: they foundyour DNA everywhere at thecrime scene 1t@ clear that you®e
guilty and youdl probably goto jail for therest of your life. O @D, no,Gtheman gasped,
Qvhat® the goodnews?0 AD, yea, youde going to love this,Othe lawyer said. Orhelab
report also said that you have very low cholesterol.O

So | have some goodnews and bad news aboutour Gogpd reading this morning. First
thebad news: Thisis oneof themog difficult, disturbing and surprising storiesin the
entire New Testament. 1t nota QniceOstory. Soif you dor@read this story and scratch
your head and squirm in your seat Das | did this week - you don®get it. So |@ like to
dap alabd onthis story: Jesusis very dangerousto our conaeptionsof spiritudity,
Chrigtianity and what defines a Qlecent life.O But there® also goodnews: as we walk
throughthis story, we@ find an offer from Jesusthat leadsto real life and real freedom
This story leadsusaway from jus a decent life and into thebest life Bthe best life you
could ever imagine. 1@ like to wrap this story aroundthree nest little points, but 1®n
afraid this story won®let me dotha. So let@jug divein and see whereit leadsus But
first, let@ pray.

Here@ the story in anutshdl: A very rich and decent man excitedly approaches Jesus and
he asks asimple question: How do | live adecent life? |@n pretty close so jud tell me
howto close thedeal.O Jesus says, Q loveyou, man, butyou aren®even close. So here@
wha you need to do: give away all your money, your stuff, your stock options your cars,
your homes, your statusand focuson onething: following me. Then you® have aredl
life.O Tha® nat the answer the man was looking for; so, crushed and sad, hewalks away
fromJesus Jesusjud watches as apotential disciple walks away. Yousee, | warned
you: it@ nota nice story.

Now here@® why it makes me squirm: First of al, 1®n rich Dand so are mos of you.
According to an interne tool, you can plugin your annud income andit will place youin
apercentile for wealth acrosstheworld. Our family isfairly averagefor this area and we
placed in the 99.4™ percentile for world wealth. (Parents: feel free to use this handy
dtatistic in your next discussion with your child: No, Johnny,| can®buy you that new
toy because wele aready in the 99" percentile). So, yes, welde rich. God has been good
to usDand welre worked very hard too. Secondly, we@ also like to think that wele
fairly decent people. Of course goodpeople don®brag aboutthis, butif God divided the
world into two campsBbgoodpeople and bad people Dmog of uswould be on thegood
sde Lookat me, | knowtherules: goto church, be nice to people, don®murder people,
take care of my kids give some money away, don®shoplift, avoid transats, recycle my



plastic items and volunteer somewhere. | have my problems and my addictionsand my
sinful habits, butall inall, 10n adecent person. | fit the profile of therich youngruler.
|@n living agoodand decent life.

So how will Jesusrespondto the decent life |@n trying to build for myself and my N
family? Will Jesus come alongand add theicing on the cake of my decent life? Let@
see wha he does with this decent, successful fellow tha we know as the Gich young
ruler.O

First of al, let@ set the stagefor this story. Thelittle story before this oneis so important
in undestanding therich youngruler story. Here@that story in anutshdl: some parents
bring ther children to Jesus so he bless them, butthe disciples rebuked them. Jesusis
OGndignantOor, as we would say, Qicked off.O So he says, Q_et the children come to me
for theKingdomof God bdongsto such as these.O As a matter of fact, Jesus says, Of
you don®receive the Kingdomof God jus like these children, you® never enter into it.O
Now Jesusis not suggesting tha children areinnacent. After aboutthree days of
parenting, you redlize that children arelittle sinnasjus like wede big sinne's. But
children are amazingly open, receptive and dependent. Unbarn children are absolutely
dependent onus We have to defend them and protect them. And after they®e bom, we
gtill have to defend them and protect them. They don®have to earn anything; it@ al a
gift Dfree and pure. Jesusis saying, Orha@theway it isin thekingdomof God. You
come as a child Bwith your hand open, and your head up and your eyes brightand wide-
open because you know tha you@e getting something good.And you don®have to earn
it; you jud take it and say thank you.O

Verse 17 DOAs Jesus started on thewayQOor literally n theroad.O Last Sunday | said
that the Gospd writer Mark uses @n thewayOor n the roadOas a codeword for
discipleship. To bdievein Jesusisto join Jesusontheroad. So as Jesusisontheway, a
man runsup to Him, falls on his knees and says, G5ood Teacher, wha mug | doinheit
eternd 1ife?0 In verse 22 Mark will tell ustha hewas a man of great wealth Dand
everyoneback then assumed that wealth was the sign of adecent, blessed life. Herewe
notice his enthusasm and his sincerity. He@ eager. He@ the early bird tha gets worm.
HeQ® the overachiever of life. ThequestionDWha mus I doto inheit eternd life D
implies a spiritudity of achievement. What can | do to get liferight? How do| get right
with God and stay rightwith God? Show me the steps, give me thetools and 1@l build
my own decent life.

Now youd@ think Jesuswould be hgppy to have an eager, supa-achieving, confident, get-
it-donekind of disciple; indead, Jesusis rather abrupt with theguy. He starts by saying,
QWhy do you call me good? No oneis goodexcept God alone.O This has often confused
people because elsewhere in the New Testament Jesus does thingsand says things that
imply Bvery strongly in fact Btha heand God the Father are One. What is Jesus saying
here? Aswedl seein aminute, | bdieve tha Jesusis chalenging thisman. Jesusis
saying, o you even knowwhat goodmeans? Y ou assume tha you can just run up to
me and | @ dish out some quick, sSimple answer to your spiritua quest. Do youreally
think it@ that easy, my friend? Do you think |@ your Cosmic vending machine ingsert



coin and find metaphyscal satisfaction? You better think twice if that(@ what you mean
by goodO

Then Jesusgives avery traditiond, expected answer: Or ou know the commandments: Do
not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give fal se testimony, do not
defraud, hona your father and mother.O By theway, as you look at thelist, do you know
which oneof thos items was not oneof the Ten Commandments? 1t& Ao not defraud O
| think Jesusadded it to thelist jus to throw awrench into the gears of his moral

machine. 1t very hard to get rich withoutusing or jus ignaing thepooraroundus.

Anyway, our decent, morally upganding rich man replies with total sincerity: O eacher,
al these | have kept since | was aboy.O Was helying? | don®think so. He® a decent
guy. Before hemet Jesus the Apodle Paul would say the same thing: (see Philippians
3:4-6). Morally speaking, heworks hard onthe outer shdl of his appearance. Thereare
very few chinksin his moral armor.

So this guy comes screeching up to Jesusdriving 80 miles per hou Bexcited, inquisitive.
Y oud think Jesuswould beimpressed; insead, out of thin air Jesuserects a brick wall
andlet@theguyslam intoit. But notice tha before Jesus does anything our story tells us
that Jesuslooked at him andloved him. Isn®tha an amazing statement? The Greek
word for Qooked atQis an intensified compoundof the nomal word for look Din other
words Jesuslooked intently, Jesus examined his soul, Jesusknew him inddeand out.
We have to assume it was an uncomfortably longlook. But notice tha it was an
examinaion of love. Wha would hgppen if someonelooked rightinto your soul and
knew everything aboutyou? Would they be shodked? Would they walk away in
disgud? When Jesuslooksat you helookswith eyes of love

But that doesn®stop Jesusfromtelling him thetruth. So often we think tha love means
minimizing truth. If youreally love me, you should never question my lifestyle or my
choices. Truelovetellsthetruth. So Jesussays, GDnething youlack.O |®n sure theguy
was thinking, GD, goody,jus onething. What isit? | can doit. Read theBible alittle
more? | can dotha. Not smart off to my parents? | can dotha. Volunteer alittle more?
| can dotha. Actudly show upfor worship services ontime? Whoa notsureif | can do
tha ong Lord. But almog anything else; jus let me know, JesusO But hedidn®expect
the next statement: GDnethingyou lack: Go, sell everything you have and give to the
poorand youwill have treasure in heaven.O Andwe read in verse 22 QAt thistheman(3
facefell. He wentaway sad.O

Why did Jesussay this? Doestha mean | have to sell everythingtoo? Isthisthenom,
the prerequisite for discipleship for everyone? First of al, natice that Jesusdidn®tell
every wealthy personto sell everything. A rich man named Zacchaeusgave hdf of his
possessionsto the poor (Luke 19:8) Bbuttha was purely voluntary. We have noidea
wha the Lord asked of another wealthy disciple named Joseph of Arimethea.

So what isthekey here? What is Jesustrying to say? So before we sighwith relief and
say, QVhew, for aminute there | though Jesuswas going after my bank account and



stocks,Qin this story Jesusisn®jus after our money; he@® after us When | was a student
a the University of Minnesota someoneexplained it to me thisway: heshowed me a
picture of two circles. Inthecenter of each circle there was alarger char or athrone
(Demondrate by pulling outachar). On the edges of thecircle there were different
circles representing the activities and priorities in our life: work, hobbies, school,
relationshipsPmarriage or dating life Dsports, music, etc. Whaever sat onthethrone
would control the activities aroundthe edges. Then he asked me, QVha is onyour
throne? Christ could sit on thethrone or you could put something else onthe throneof
your life? It could bework or your family or your marriage or your desire to get married
or your hobbks. Or it could just beyoursdlf. You have abig QOonthethroneof your
life. But remembe: whatever sits onthethronebecomes your godand will control the
other areas of your life.O

So here@ wha Jesusis asking therich youngruler to do: GPut me onthethrone Put me
first. Rightnowyou have another, lesser godon thethrone money, status beinga
decent person. | don®want alittle bit of your money; | dor® want a little more of your
time; | don®want alittle more of your religiousefforts: | want youDall of you. Put me
onthethroneand 1@l give you something better Dmuch better, infinitely better.O

Our decent, successful, wealthy youngman doesn®want tha so herefuses to join Jesus
ontheroad. Andthen Jesusturnsto his disciples and says, How hard it is for therich
(and the decent, | might add) to enter thekingdomof God.O Verse 24 says, OThe
disciples were amazed at hiswordsO So Jesussays it agan: GChildren how hard it isto
enter thekingdomof God! It iseasier for acamel to go throughtheeye of aneedle than
for arich man (like ug) to enter the kingdomof God.O Now some people take comfort
tha when Jesus mentional the camel and needle he was actudly referringto a small gate
inawall. Thecamel hadto goonitskneesin order to get throughthe gate, which was
called the Geye of theneedle.O So, according to this interpretation, if we can just hurrble
ourselves before God, like the camel, we can get to God. But in JesusOday there weren®
any camels crawling throughneedle eyes Band this interpretation didn® develop untl the
9" century. No, Jesusreally meant it: take a camel, thelargest animal, and take aneedle,
oneof thetiniest ingruments around and push thecamel throughtheeye of the needle.
Tha® how likely it isfor rich-youngruler type people to get to God. In other words, it(3
impossible for rich and decent people to get saved.

Now thedisciples are really shodked and confused. Qf this guy Dwho has al the
trappingsof success, God® blessing and a decent life Dcan®get in, then who can get
saved?) Then in verse 27 we read, Qesus looked at themOPonee agan, thisis oneof
those long,uncomfortable, soul-searching, but utterly love-based looksfrom Jesus And
then Jesus said, QVith man thisisimpossible, but notwith God; al thingsare possible
with God.ODid you catch that? Jesusis referring to the absolute impossibility of faith.
Faith in God, truging in Christ with your whole heart, getting right with God and staying
rightwith God, isn®jug had; it@impossible. You can beasrich and as decent and as
successful and as busy as you want; it won®score enoughpoints to get rightwith God.
Tha@impossible. You see, theBible tells usnotjus tha we have awesk and lethargic
faith; it says tha weQe spiritudly dead (Ephesians2:1-10). TheBible doesn®jus say



|®n an imperfect person who nesdsallittle improvement; it tells me tha |n God®
enemy and | haveto surrenda my weapons(Romans5:9-11). But here@® thegoodnews:
God can raise spiritudly dead people like us And God can changerebd-hearts like ours
and make ushis friendsand his children.

But it also shows ustha ourwhole life is more than possible with Christ. Let me say it
thisway: there are really only two optionsto being on theroad with Jesus 1@ call the
first path the Mecent WayOand the second path the isciple@ Way.O The Decent Way
isall aboutwha is prope, respectable, naural. 1t@ the path of lukewarm Christianity D
it@ nether hotnor cold, it@just lukewarm. It has neither salt nor peppe; it@just blah.
But it does go throughthe motionsbbut withou the influence or power of the Holy
Spirit. 1t@what some people call Qultural Christianity.O So | come to Jesus because my
parents did or because it gives me comfort in theface of death or meaning in theface of a
cold, dyinguniverse or it hdpsme act decently. But basicaly it ill allows me to putme
onthethroneof my life Dor maybe, in the name of Christianity, |Q&e put my family on
thethroneor benga decent person onthethroneor intellectud knowledgeonthethrone
But Jesusis floaing somewhere on the outer edgeof my life. He® oneof the many
activitiesin my life.

TheDisciple@® Way is afar cry fromthe Decent Way. 1t@& beginswhen you know that
Jesus is looking at youwith love. Tha@whereit begins But then it continues when you
hear Jesus say, O don®want your decent, lukewarm, conventiond, safe approach to faith.
| wantyou. | don®want your activity; | want your heart. | don®jus want your
podketbook; | want the heart tha controls the podketbook O And then we let Him sit on
the throne

C.S. Lewis compared the Disciple® Way to goingto adentist. When our tooth is hurting
we goto thedentist. We jus want relief fromthe pain, butthe dentist has a different
agenda the dentist wantsto set al of our teeth right. In the same way, Lewis said, GDur
Lord islike aDentist E Dozensof people go to Him to becured of oneparticular sin
which they are ashamed of E or which isobvioudy spoiling daly life E Well, He will
cureit al right butHe will not stopthere. Tha may beall you asked: butif once you
cal Himin, He will give youthefull treatment.O

At this point you might say, But thisisimpossible. | can®@do this. [t@too unrealistic
because | know my own heart. | keep dipping back onthethronebor | keep putting
something else back onthethroneO Ah, here® where the goodnews of Jesuscomesin
over and over again. Here(® why we keep coming back to the cross Dpictured so
beautifully here at the Lord@ Table Pto find mercy and grace. How many times can |
blow it and come back? Youjud keep coming.

Now | have aQvord fromthe LordOfor Three Village Church. As apastor oneof my
jobsPmaybe even my primary job Bis to listen for the pulse of God® Spirit for this
paticular church. What is God saying to usas a church family? Well, based on many,
many convesationsover nearly six years, thisisthe primary thingtha | bdieve Godis
trying to teach usas a church family: give up the Decent Way and enter the Disciple@



Way. Put Christ onthethroneof yourlife DI mean, really put him onthethroneof your
life.

Now notice how we get fromthe Decent Way to the Disciples Way: it amog aways
comes from a hard word from theLord himself. Jesushimself looksat usand loves us
and then says, Or ou are so decent, butthere® onething you lack Bbutit® major thing
and it® an impossible thing: you don® have me on the throneof your life.O Do you know
how hisinvitation to the Disciple@ Way comesto us? It often comes when we hit awall,
an impossiblewall. It often comesthroughawall called health problems or relationship
struggles or londiness or grief or aloss or an addiction that we can®shake. Andit@in
thiswall, thisimpossible thing, tha theHoly Spirit wants to speak to your heart and say,
Orhisis of me. Thisis my doing because | loveyou and | want what@ best for you. You
wonde where | am in the midgt of thisimpossible thing. 1@®n right here and 1Gn calling
you, loving you, disrupting your decent life where you®e still on thethroneand inviting
you to something better, infinitely better: the Disciple@ Way where |®n onthethroneO

So why would we do this? Why would anyonegive up the Decent Way for the

Disciple® Way? Towardsthe end of this story, Peter asks the same question. See verse
28. HeBredlly asking, OVha@in it for me?O Now we assume Jesus might say, (How
dare you? What a selfish question? Never ask vha@ in it for me?® Ingead, Jesus
more or less respondswith, Orha@ an honest question so you deserve an honest answer.O
See verses 29-30.

Why pursuethe Disciple@ Way? Oneword: JOY. Let me quoie C.S. Lewisonae agan:
(X eep nothing back. Nothing tha you have not given away will ever bereally yours.
Nothing tha has notdied will ever beraised from thedead. Lookfor yourself, and you
will findin thelongrun only hared, londiness, despar, rage, ruin and decay. But look
for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him everything e se thrown in.O

Tha® where theripple effect begins How will you spend your oneand only, beautiful
oppotunity of alife tha God has given you? Pursue Christ. Pursuethe Discipled Way.
Surrende your lifeto Him.



