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This accountis so short, so succind and so poignant tha oneis almog afraid to Qoreach onitOlest the
simple message géet cloudeal by GermonizingO So this morning | hopeto shed some lighton the
scenaio Mark has written, then share some backgroundtha will place theeventin aclearer context,
and then findly, draw a conduson and leave youwith two questions

The Scenario .
HereintheU.S. in 2007we are very far removed fromfirst century Palestine So 1@ like to color in
the picture tha Mark has sketched here jud to be sure we get theddails.

Thetemple in Jerusalem had a place designaed as Qhe court of thewomenQGandin this court was the
temple treasury. Thistreasury conssted of 13 collection boxes, each with afunné attached to it shgped
like an inverted trumpet. When people came to worship they would put ther offeringsinto these
funnds and the money would drop securely into the boxes. Each box had an inscription designding
what thegiftsin tha box would be used for.

Jesus, sat down opposte these boxes and watched as the people walked by and puttheir offeringsinto
theboxes. He was so taken with thewidow(3 gift tha he called His disciples over to tell them aboutit.

Let@look at the details as Mark wrote themE
 Many rich people gave large offeringsand they Qhrew them in.OWhy would Mark say they
threw them in when in the next sentence he says thewidow put hersin?
o Imaginethenoise al thos heavy coinswould make as they hit themeta funndsand
did down into theboxes. Especiadly if they were thrown in.
o Maybethe QhrowingOwas to announe the size of the gift to those nearby.

* Then apoorwidow putin two coppe coinsworth only 1/8" of a penny.

o Theword Mark uses for poa isfromthe same roat as theword GoweringO
Therewasno pridehere.

o Thecoinssheputin were Jewish coinsand the Greek word for tha type of coin was
Qepta.OWhich meant thin, like afish@ scales,

o Two of them togeher didn®even equd apenny

o Onewondesif they even madea soundgangin. Probably notsince sheputthemin.

Wha a contrast.

What might we say aboutthis widow@ gift if we had been there?
= It was insignificant. It would make noreal difference to the purpose for which it was given. No
onewould have missed those two coinsif shehad jus kept them.
= It was impractical. Wouldn®it be better to buyfood, stay alive so she could give more at
another time once shewas in better finandal shgpe?
= It was foolish. Shewas |eft with nathing to live on and the gift would not make areal difference.
Wha( the point, really?
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At this point, I would be asking, Why?

Why would a Jewish widow, who has nothing buttwo coppe coins give them to the Temple?
Especially when her own need is dire and so many aroundher are giving so much, and he gift seems
insgnificant by comparison?But Jesus does not seem at all concerned with the question, QVhy?20

Indead, as He calls his disciples aroundHim he explainsthe difference between how gifts are countd
in theworld and how gifts are counted in the Kingdom of God.

Jesus says, Q ook at therich people giving large gifts. Now look at thewidow who gave the coppe. In
reality, she gave more than all the others combined because she gave al that shehad.O

You see, intheWorld Accouning System thevalue of my gift is based onthedollar valuel putinto
the offering box. But Jesusturnsthat upsde down. And He makes it pretty clear doesn®He?

Jesusis saying, A tell you the truth...In God® Accouning System, or the True Accouning System,
thevalueof thegift isbased onwha isleft in yowr podket. The more you have left, the smaller your
gift.0

That istheonly way tha yourlast two pennies, could bea greater gift than a$100bill.

1tG almog asif God wasn®really interested in themoney. 1tG almogt asif God thoughtthat the gift
wasredly her heart, or her life. 1t@ asthoughthefact that shehdd back nothingin her offeringwas an
indication tha shewasn®holding anything back in her heart either.

The Historical Context

Remember, thisis a Jewish widow who comes to the temple to worship and gives an offeringto

Y ahweh (or Jehoveh), who is the God of Abraham, 1saac, and Jacob. Let@look back to thetime when
God, Jehovah, came to Abraham, called him away from his own family and promised to make a great
nation from his descendants and to give them the Promised Land. Grab a Bible from therack in front
of you and turn to Genesis Chapter 22 (page 14). Here@ a brief history of Abraham leadingupto
Chepter 22.

When Abrahamwas 75 God came to him and called him to leave his family and travel to anew land
tha God was going to show him. God promised Abraham that hewould
make a great nation outof hisfamily. Abraham@wife, Sarah, was barren but
they didn®know tha. God did. [Genesis 12]

When Abraham was 85  hestill did nat have ason, so hetriesto fulfill God@ promise by himself and
has a son with Sarah@ maidservant who is not barren. He names the son
Ishmael.

When Abraham was 99 God visits him and Sarah and tells them that they will have a son within the
next year and they both laughsince shenotonly had she been barren, but she
iIsnow past theagewhen sheis able to bear children. Abraham asks tha
Ishmael might bethe descendant. But God says no. He will be born of Sarah.

When Abraham was 100 Sarah bears a son and they name him I saac.

Imaginethat. Twenty-five years after God made hisfirst promise to Abraham, God himsdlf fulfills his
promise by giving a sonto Abraham and his barren wife who has passed menopaise.

| have anoton of what tha mightbelike, butthere are others here at TV C who know exactly what it
isliketo wait ontheLord for years and years before having ther first child. Jug think of the ecstatic
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joy at findly having achild. Imaginehow they cherished him. Hold that thought

Thestory of Abraham continues and I saac grows up. But then in Genesis chapter 22it saysE

Csometime later God tested Abraham.OlIn testing Him, God, is proving or demondrating what kind of
man Abraham redlly is. Thisis nottemptation. This s the same testing or proving tha is doneto
preciousmetals like gold and silver to show tha they are pure. Here@@thetestE

God, says to Abraham, Or'ake I saac. Isaac whois your sonBlsaac, whois your oneand only son, the
son that was miraculoudy given to you Blsaac, whom you loveand cherish. Take Isaac. Go to Moriah
and sacrifice him there as a bumt offering ona mountain | will show you.O

Let@ behonest. Thisis very strangeto us It sounds evil. It soundsridiculous butlet@ review it so we
get the picture and see howr ridiculousit redly is:

God called Abraham to leave his family and moveto aforeign land that God showed him. At tha time
he promised Abraham tha his own descendents would be numerousas the stars. Which of course
means he mug have a son. Twenty-five years later God miraculoudy gives Abraham asonin
fulfillment of His promise, but now God istelling Abraham to sacrifice thisonly sontha isthe
fulfillment of God® promise.

Read Genesis Chapter 22.

V5 When heleft his servants, Abraham said, QVVe will worship and then we will come back to youO
V6 Here we see a son bom througha miraculoushbirth, a son throughwhom God has promised to
bless all naionson earth. This sonis climbing upamountin in obedience to hisfather. His father
placed wood on his back and will use that woodfor the burnt offering Bto sacrifice his son Bhis only
son. Doesthis soundfamiliar?

v7 Asthey continued upthemountin, I saac asked his father, QVhere |sthelambfortheoffer|ng70
Abraham respondel, GGod himsalf will providethe lamb for the burnt offering, my sonO

v10 Theknifeis poised. In the next breath, Isaac is as goodas dead. Abraham knows this.

Abraham aso knows tha God Jehovéah has made a covenant with him - a promise to bless all naions
throughlsaac. And Abraham, at this pant, has abslute trus in God to keep His promise.

There was a time when Abraham didn®trust God to keep His promise. Ten years after God madethe
promise Abraham took matters into his own hands Throughhis own efforts hetried to providefor
himself. As aresult hebecame thefather of Ishmael, the ancestor of thetribes and nationsthat
antagonized Isradl. [Genesis 16]

But Abraham has changed. He has seen the power of God in the miraculousbirth of Isaac. Abraham
now trugs God Jehovah so completely tha he bdieves tha God will not break His covenant.

He bdieves tha God will still bless all nationsthroughthe son tha heis aboutto offer to God.
Abraham bdieves withouta shadow of a doubttha God, Jehovah, is able to raise his son Isaac from
thedead once heis offered and keep his promise. Abraham does notknow how, butheis absolutely
sure tha Jehovah is the God who can and who does provide

Read Ch 22:10D19
Abraham called the place Orhe Lord Will ProvideOor Jehoveh-Jireh

This turned into a proverb: GDn the mountin of the Lord it will be provided.O
They were still saying it about500years later when Moses wrote this down.
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TheLord will provideE Remember thewidow?

This story of Abraham offering I saac is the backdrop for wha is hgopening hae in the Temple. In fact
it isthebackdropfor al tha happened to God® Chosen People.

We were sitting with Jesusin the Temple looking at a widow who was giving an offeringto Y ahweh,
Jehovah, you know, Orhe God Who Provides.OShe knew the stories. All the Jews knew the stories.
After all, they worshipped the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

They knew the proverb, GDn themountain of theLord it shdl be provided.O

All tha Abraham had in theworld to fulfill his hopes of having descendents as numerousas the stars
and to fulfill the promise of God, was his son, Isaac. But he offered him to God. It was everything.

All thewidow had in theworld to buy her next meal was two thin coins But she offered both to God.
It was everything.

Conclusion

Why was shewilling to give everything?

Thiswidow, wanted to bea blessing to othe's, shewanted to have a pat in wha God was doing, and
shewas willing to make a sacrifice to do so even if it seemed inggnificant. She kept nothing back.
Shedidn®neead to because shetrusted God to providefor her own needs

Reading the story of Abraham, we al could breath a sigh of relief on behdf of Abraham and Isaac,
when theangd spokeand there was aram in thethicket. We wererelieved tha the Lord provided the
offeringin place of Isaac. We could almos cheer with Abraham knowingthat throughlsaac, now
indeed al naionsof the earth would be blessed.

But here in the Temple Treasury, 2000years after Abraham, ajud a short time before Passover,
watching awidow offer all shehasto God, sitstheLamb of God - the Son of Jehovah - the Son of the
God who provides. You see, theram in thethicket was only a fore shadow of thereal sacrificial
offering. Thereal sacrifice would only ever take place oncein history.

In afew daysthe Son of Jehovah-Jireh, The Son of The God Who Provides who would walk up ahill
to beoffered as a sacrifice, His Father would place the on his back thewoodused for the sacrifice, and
there on a cross the promise would become historical fact as Jehovah, the God Who Provides shows
theworld that he can betruged to keep His promises. He will provideeven if it meansHe hasto give
everything to rescueus To make usHisown. To bring you and me into His chosen family. Thisisthe
promised blessing that came throughAbraham@ son. But it came throughGod® son aso.

Jesus was excited aboutthe widow@ gift because she gave everything. He recognized in her, the heart
of God. Very soonHe too would be offering everything He had to God His Father andlike her, He
would have to completely trug tha His Father would keep His promise to providefor Him even as He
lad down Hislife for us He had absolute trug tha His Father would bring Him back fromthe dead.
Andyou knowwhat? He did.
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Let me leave you with two questions:

First: Do you really trust God to provide for everything you need?

Do youredly bdieve tha Jehoveh is the God Who Provides?
Do you bdieve tha hewill keep His promise to bless you throughHis oneand only bdoved Son?

Second: Do you have the heart of God?

Asyoulookat yourlife. Asyoulook at your spouse, your children, your home, your work, your
wallet, your calenda your schedule. Asyoulookat all this are youlooking for waysto sacrificially
give of yoursalf so tha others will be blessed?

The God Who Provides does not need our money. He already owns everything.

He wants children who loveHim and trugt Him to providefor ther needs as they providefor the needs
of others. If you are His child, you are oneof Abraham(@ descendants, oneof the countess stars
promised to Abraham. He will expects usto offer ourselves, everything we have, so tha hisblessings
ripple throughusto others.

Tha®@wha Hedid.
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