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The Burial of The Dead

While death comes to us all, the death of a loved one can be an emotional and difficult time.  The clergy at Good Shepherd consider it a privilege to walk with you and your family through the days before and after the death of a family member.

At the Time of Death

Members of the clergy are available to provide the rituals and sacraments of the church for those who are dying.   They can provide Holy Communion for those who are still able to receive it, anointing for those who are dying, and prayers of commendation for those who have died.  The clergy may be reached by calling the Church Office, 252-442-1134.  After hours, an office automated answering system gives an emergency number. 

· The Litany at the Time of Death (The Book of Common Prayer pg. 462-467) is an order of prayers and blessings that can be adapted to fit all situations and even repeated when a situation, for the sake of family peace or individual comfort, warrants it. 
The death of a member of the church should be reported as soon as possible and arrangements for the funeral made in consultation with the Rector.  The clergy may be reached by calling the Church Office, 252-442-1134.  After hours, an office automated answering system gives an emergency number. 

Persons are encouraged to call the church before or at the same time they contact a funeral home.  A gentle reminder that the priest is the person to consult with about the arrangement of and order for the service at the church.  Funeral homes help with logistics but do not set the time of the service, or set out the order of the service.

The Burial Service

Because we recognize that all persons contacting the church about a death may not be Episcopalians, or Christians, or familiar with how to plan a service, clergy and church staff work very closely with the designated family representative to plan a service that honors the individual and respects the family and friends while remaining true the Christian message concerning the Resurrection of the dead.

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP, pg. 507) describes our perspective on the burial rite:

· "The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that 'neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.'  This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn."
The Burial Rite

The Message 

A Burial service in the Episcopal Church is first and foremost a witness to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from death to life.  The entire service is centered on this message.  The point of the service is that because Christ has been raised we too shall be raised.  

The Place

For this reason, and others, burial services are not held at the chapel of a funeral home or the mortuaries of a cemetery.  The church building exists for this very purpose and Christians are appropriately buried from the church.  The committal of the remains at a cemetery is held outside beside the place of burial, again not in the cemetery mortuary building.  

It is also acceptable to have a simple graveside service without a service in the church, in this case as well the cemetery mortuary building is not used.  

The Service and Readings
All services of Burial in the Episcopal Church are from the Book of Common Prayer, the Episcopal Church’s service book for worship.  The service is somewhat flexible while the structure is firm so that the message of the service is never compromised.  The prayer book contains the order of service and a list of options for scripture readings at the service.  These readings are not alterable as they express and set the tone for the message of the service.   

The Homily

Eulogies are not normally a part of burial services in the Episcopal Church.  However the family may write a “family paper” to be read by a member of the family at the service.  The clergy will explain this manner of honoring the life and ministry of the deceased.  For many years it was the tradition in the Episcopal Church that the name of the deceased not be mentioned at all in the burial service, as it was a to express the belief that in death God sees all persons equally.   Whether rich or poor, accomplished or not, acceptance into the reign of God does not depend on our works or accomplishments but on God’s mercy.  A successful life in the eyes of the world is not the criteria upon which God welcomes the dead into eternal life.  Indeed the church buries many individuals whose lives are not particularly worthy of praise.   

Communion

It is normal for the service of burial to include communion.  Communion is THE act that expresses God’s presence with us and God’s decision to bring each one of us new life.  All baptized persons, regardless of denominational affiliation, are welcome to receive communion at Good Shepherd and the clergy go out of their way to welcome everyone and to give instruction on how to receive in our tradition.  

Caskets and Urns        

It is always the preference that the remains of the deceased, whether a casket or cremation urn are present at the service in the church.  Therefore, it is not appropriate to hold the committal service (burial of the casket/urn in it’s resting place) before the service.  All coffins are closed before entering the church, and all coffins and cremation urns are covered with a linen pall before being brought into the church proper. The use of a pall signifies the equality each individual has in the eyes of God.  Floral sprays on the casket are not permitted in the church.  

Receptions and Meals
Often a the family wishes to greet friends following the service.  The parish hall of Good Shepherd is available for this purpose and the church will provide a simple (cookies, coffee and punch) reception should that be the wish of the family.  In place of the reception the church will provide a meal for family members at their home prior to or following the service.

Columbarium
Good Shepherd’s Columbarium is located in the Woodard Garden in the north courtyard and was given in loving memory of Howard Kelly Landis, Jr.  It is for the interment of the ashes of deceased members of the congregation, their families and others. Each niche in the Columbarium can hold two urns. To purchase a niche, please contact Sheryll Barnes at the church office.  The current cost for one niche is $700 and these funds are used for perpetual care of the Columbarium.  Niches are available.  

Flowers
Good Shepherd has it’s very own guild of professional flower arrangers and the Good Shepherd Flower Guild will arrange all flowers associated with the service.  A separate florist is not needed.  Please do not call a florist on your own.  Flowers are used only on the altar of the church for services and no other decoration or adornment is needed.  There is a fee of $53.00 for altar flowers and a check in that amount may be made payable to The Church of the Good Shepherd and mailed to P.O. Box 7791, Rocky Mount, NC  27804 with the word “Altar Flowers” in the memo line.  

Fees and Donations
The only fees associated with a burial at Good Shepherd are for the altar flowers.  The church will send the family an invoice for $53.00 to cover the cost of the flowers.  A donation to the church’s Pastoral Care Fund is appropriate and should you decide to a check can be sent to the church at P.O. Box 7791, Rocky Mount, NC  27804 with the words “Pastoral Care Fund” in the memo line. The fund is used to help provide receptions and meals and other means of care to those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  The clergy and organist are not generally compensated for funeral services.

· Those who are not members of the congregation may also contribute to the Discretionary Fund of Good Shepherd which is used to help with those in need.  Again, please direct this donation (in a separate check) to the church with the words “Discretionary Fund” in the memo line.  Also, if a substitute organist is needed the fee for the organist will be passed to the family and is usually in the $100 to $150 range depending on the substitute available.  
Memorials

Many persons wish to instruct friends and community members to honor their loved ones through gifts to worthy causes in lieu of flowers. The Church of the Good Shepherd has been on the forefront of ministries that serve the local homeless and needy and also in sending mission teams to places around the world.  The ministry and outreach of Good Shepherd and Good Shepherd’s place in the life of the city of Rocky Mount is one that we cherish and should you choose to honor your loved one in this way we would be honored in return. Memorials may be given to the church in general with the family choosing an appropriate gift or investment for the church following the services or may be given to one of a number of specific funds.  These funds provide ongoing support and giving to the ministry of Good Shepherd.  Proceeds from these funds are used for the purposes named below:

· Special, Named Designation: For memorials totaling more that $10,000 the family may create a specially named fund in honor of their loved one and for a purpose agreed to with the Rector and Wardens.  On occasion a family will add funds to those given in by others in order to achieve the $10,000 donation amount.
· Historic Preservation: This fund is used for the preservation of the historic church building, it’s windows, decoration, and roof and other elements that preserve the historic character, art and other elements of the church proper.
· Music At Good Shepherd: These funds benefit the Music At Good Shepherd program.  Music at Good Shepherd offers concerts and services both secular and sacred throughout the year.
· Altar Guild: These funds are used to maintain the vestments and vessels associated with the sacrament of holy communion as well as other items needed for carrying out the regular worship of the parish.  
· Outreach and Mission: These funds benefit the work of Good Shepherd in the community.  For many years Good Shepherd has been on the forefront of providing sheltering, feeding and crisis assistance for those in need.
· Youth Ministry: These funds benefit the ministry of youth in the congregation and are used to support the overall ministry with youth at Good Shepherd, including mission trips both local, national and international.
· Garden Fund: These funds benefit the upkeep, maintenance and expansion of the church grounds.  Specifically in providing church plantings, flowers, and the upkeep of our gardens.  
· Flower Guild: These funds support the work of the flower guild in their ministry of providing flowers and decoration for our worship services.  
· Important: If you name Good Shepherd for memorials please be sure to let the funeral home know to list the church’s P.O. Box in the obituary: P.O. Box 7791, Rocky Mount, NC 27804. 
Advance Preparation

At Good Shepherd, we encourage our members to prepare in advance to make their death as easy as possible for those who remain and those who have responsibility for carrying out their wishes.  Such planning includes:

    * reviewing one's financial position and consulting an attorney about any estate planning or distribution options;

    * looking at the Burial Rite in The Book of Common Prayer (BCP pg. 468-489 for Rite I and pg. 490-505 for Rite II) and meeting with Good Shepherd’s clergy about how the church will celebrate your life; and

    * having a conversation with one's family about end-of-life decisions and desires.

To schedule a time to meet with a member of the clergy to plan a burial service in advance, Sheryll Barnes at 442-1134 X221.

