
 
The challenge for the greater church 
f ol l owi ng the Bi rmi ngham 
Assembly is that we now have a 
constitutional crisis and our polity 
has become less presbyterian and 
more congregational. With the 
passing of the Peace, Unity, and 
Purity Report, decisions about 
governance will now be made in 
Presbyteries and Sessions. This is 
particularly true when it comes to 
who is ordained as pastors, elders, 
and deacons and with what scruples 
of morality and/or beliefs. The 
trouble here lies in the reality that 
our Church is now engulfed in the 
surrounding Post Modern culture 
whose chief virtue is tolerance. The 
confusion lies in that tolerance is a 
virtue when it comes to human 
rights but is much less so when it 
comes to matters of morality and 
theology. The crisis for the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) is that essential 
beliefs may now be determined by 
the cultural value of tolerance rather 
than the clear teachings of Holy 
Scripture.  
 

So what is it that still unites us? Our 
unity is now based upon our great 
belief that Jesus Christ is Lord of all 
of life and of his Church. This is 
where we must draw our comfort 
and clear our minds and find help 
for our troubled hearts. For it is 
Jesus who says to his disciples, 
“ Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I  will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I  am 

 

HEARING WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING TO THE CHURCH 
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In the aftermath of the 217th 
General Assembly much of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) is 
struggling to make sense of what 
happened. Every meeting of the 
General Assembly deals with 
controversial matters which tend 
to divide rather than unite the 
denomination. Presbyterians are 
not the only ones who find 
themselves increasingly divided. 
All of the mainline denominations 
are in the midst of travail at one 
point or another. The challenge is 
i ncreasi ngl y becomi ng an 
experience where good Christians 
of different persuasions feel 
disconnected by the divisions 
over matters that trouble the 
surrounding culture. There simply 
seems no way around it.  
 

What has been sacrificed is the 
sense of being connected to one 
another. Many of the pastors find 
themselves with colleagues and 
members of their congregations 
on di f ferent sides of  the 
controversies that simply will not 
go away. I lament that it is 
becoming increasingly difficult 
for the conflicts not to strain those 
f r i endshi ps and work i ng 
relationships. This is tragic in that 
our Presbyterian way of doing 
church is based upon our 
connectedness. Over the years, I 
have heard many Presbyterian 
pastors discuss the question, 
“What is it that connects us?”  In 
the past, we have all agreed that it 
is no longer theology but polity. 

gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.”  (Matthew 11:28-30) May 
we enter God’s rest as we are 
reminded by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, “ Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run the race marked out 
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of faith, 
who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinful men, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose 
heart…Therefore strengthen your 
feeble arms and weak knees. Make 
level paths for your feet so that the 
lame may not be disabled, but 
rather healed. Make every effort to 
live at peace with all men and to be 
holy; without holiness no one will 
see the Lord. See to it that no one 
misses the grace of God and that 
no bitter root grows up to cause 
tr ouble and def i l e many.”  
(Hebrews 12:1-4; 12-15) 
 

In so doing, may we all renew our 
commitment to our Lord and join 
him in his ministry and mission in 
the Church and to the watching 
world.  

 Humbly in Christ, 
 

 Bob Bullock   

Bob Bullock, Pastor                                Tim Erskine, Interim Associate Pastor 
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STANDING 
      NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE 
 
The congregational Standing Nominating 
Committee is seeking nominations to fill 
the following positions: six Session 
members (three-year term), two 
Nominating Committee members (three-
year term), one Endowment Committee 
member (two-year term) and three 
trustees (one-year term). The Standing 
Nominating Committee will accept 
nominations until Sunday, July 2, 2006. 
You may email your nominations to Lynn 
Durham (lynnmdurham@bellsouth.net) or 
Mike Adams (adams18@bellsouth.net). 
Or, you may place a letter of nomination 
in either Lynn or Mike©s mailbox in the 
Usher©s Closet. 
 
 

 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Middle and Sen ior  High   

 

J uly   
7 Cosmic Bowling - Watch your email and the bulletin board for  
            time and place.  
9 Game Night at the church 6pm-8pm bring $3 for dinner  
22 Saturday 5pm-11:30pm  Stone Mountain Laser Show   
                       Bring sack dinner and extra spending money.  
26 Wednesday Night at The Crock©s house.  
 Dive In - Movie 7-10pm - snacks provided   
                         (bring bathing suit and towel)  
 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
The yout h  of  our  church  need you! 

 
We are in need of Youth Group Leaders for the upcoming school year! 
There are also a lot of “behind the scenes”  work that we need 
volunteers for also. 
 

If this sounds like something you would like to help with, please 
contact Cheri Olivier - Youth Coordinator at 404-545-1215 cell or 
770-509-2541 home. 
 

(For more information please check the bulletin board in the narthex. 
There will be a list of job openings) 
�
  

 

SUPPERS  OF  EIGHT 
 

The third Saturday is to be set aside by the participants of Suppers of Eight. For those who are not acquainted 
with this program, it is a wonderful way to meet and get to know other church family members. Participants 
spend one evening in September, October and November with three other couples. Each couple brings one food 
course to help the host family with the meal! Voilà! A fun-filled evening to share delicious food, stimulating 
conversation, and time together to make new or deeper friendships. Please complete the form below and mail to 
the church, or call Reta Frew at 770-955-0588. The deadline is August 13. 
 
Name: ______________________________________      Phone: _________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please indicate here is you wish to participate only as an alternate (on a periodic basis if a primary participant is 
not available) �  
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NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
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Date            Infant Room                     Toddler Room 
July 2  Steve & Christy Thomas Bryan & Cecilia Harned 
July 9  John & Janie Bunch  Tom & Sara Dilworth 
July 16  Kevin & Christy Laverty Courtenay Frew 
July 23  Todd & Shirley Byrd  Cheri Olivier 
July 30  Terry & Carolyn Tolbert Teri & Alan Gibson 
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1 Ashley Mordecai 
1 Brian Enlow 
1 Lucas John 
1 David Pirlot 
2 Martha Buckley 
2 Lisa Tabor 
2 Annette Harlow 
2 Jay Oliver 
4 Vicki Wilhelm 
5 Harry Burke 
5 Cammie Sherman 
6 Jane Merry 
6 Jim Moses 
6 Ashlinn Laverty 
7 Jack Clark 
8 Debbie Moore 
8 Marlon Will 
8 Diane Jones 
8 Cameron Scott 
8 Mackenzie Gibbs 
8 David Polefrone 
9 Sue Parker 
9 Mary Swann 
9 Jim Bussart 
9 Emily Gilbert 
10 Laurie Sepulveda 
13 Tom Brandon 
13 Janet Nickles 
13 Morgan Lakeman 
14 Lessie Smith 
14 Linda Shell 
14 Kathy Keeler 
14 Kelly Carswell 
14 Robin Zehner 
15 Julie Bender 
15 Jennifer Huckaby 
15 Michael Preus 
15 Gracyn Mordecai 
16 Al Cass 
16 Mary Ann Gardner 
17 Emily Bortz 
17 Annette DenHerder 
17 Ashleigh Gehman 
18 Beth Nickles 
18 Jill Wood 
19 Jeanne Chesser 

19 Devin Brown 
19 Jennifer Skuhic 
20 Jason Willard 
21 Pamela Kemery 
21 Beth Morrissey 
21 Will Pauquette 
22 Amber Clarke 
22 Stefanie Ramsey 
22 Adam Burke 
23 Linda Zollweg 
24 Brad Kennedy 
24 Sam Bradley 
24 Rebecca Chesser 
24 Abby Horton 
25 Barbara Bodenheimer 
25 Bobby Ryder 
25 Robin Levine 
26 Tom Thomson 
26 Bryan Harned 
27 Stan Beard 
27 Christi Laverty 
28 Larue Cribb 
28 Cyndi Hayes 
28 Marshall Moore 
28 Emma Tolbert 
29 Harriette Majoros 
29 Lynn Hall 
30 Sharon Stilson 
30 Ansley Robinson 
30 Cassandra Scott 
31 Leslie Michael 
31 Lori Sammons 

BIRTHDAYS  for  J uly  

 

 

4 Eddie & Teri Capparucci 
5 Bob & Emily Gilbert 
6 Stan & Ellen Beard 
6 Tom & Brenda Hewett 
6 Mark & Robin Watson 
7 Russ & Bert Eckerman 
7 Robert & Peggy Ulrich 
8 Paul & Snookie Goldberg 
10 Rick & Fran Abbott 
10 John & Krissie Robinson 
11 Michael & Teresa Roberts 
11 Andrew & Leigh Sain 
13 Dennis & Beth Yu 
14 Butch Alder & Patti Cosson 
14 Dick & Barbara Enlow 
14 Steve & Anne Schatz 
17 John & Ruth Rood 
20 Ron & Annette Harlow 
23 Tom & Beth Nickles 
26 Frank & Jo Byrd 
26 Allen & Janet Warren 
27 Jack & Diane Keegan 
27 Gordon & Connie Scott 
28 Dave & Molly Boyenga 
28 Robert & Jennifer Gettys 
28 James & Jean Slaughter 
29 Gil & Kendra Brindley 
29 Michael & Lisa Rish 
 
 

 



SCOUT NEWS 
 
This summer you will not hear, “ I’m bored”  if 
you have a Cub Scout in Pack 565!  As a year-
round Pack there is always something fun to do!  
Saturday, June 10th the Pack participated in a 
Fishing Rodeo at Laurel Park in Marietta.  19 Scouts, 7 Siblings and 
18 adults spent the morning doing their best to catch catfish, bream, 
and bass in the two stocked ponds. Games, prizes and a hot dog lunch 
were provided by the Marietta Parks and Recreation Service.  We will 
have many families participating in the Foothills District Day and 
Twilight Camps June 12-16 and 19-23.  First United Methodist Church 
of Marietta provides a wonderful wooded area on their property for 
these camps.  The term “Twilight Camp”  may be new to you, but it has 
become a favorite of Pack 565.  From 6:00p.m.-9:00p.m. the children 
experience most of the same activities as the day campers – but in the 
cool of the evening. We are getting our “ tribes”  established and are 
planning for a great week where, “ It’ s A Jungle Out There!”   Pack 565 
is family.  Non-scouting brothers (and even sisters!) are encouraged to 
participate in all of our activities.  Come and see what our Scouting 
Family is all about – we would love to have you!    
 

 Cindy Moran  (whmracer99@aol.com) 
 
 
 

ATTENTION BOYS  
Age: 6 t o 14 

 
Attention all boys from 6 to 14, Pack and Troop 565 want you. For all 
interested, we will be having a series of meet and greets with food this 
summer right after church. We will be more than happy to answer all 
your questions. 
  
We will be contacting you this summer about joining the Pack or 
Troop this fall. Look for our letter in the mail. For the older boys, you 
will also be receiving a video of our troop’s Grand Canyon adventure. 
  
Scouting - It’ s more than meets the eye. 
 

Mark Oviatt 
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GREETERS  
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  9:00   Wendy & Kayla Brodrick 
 Richard & Susan Kuehne 
11:00 Scott & Pat Briggs 
 Dennis & Cheri Olivier 
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  9:00 Richard & Elaine Crock 
 Robert & Jennifer Gettys 
11:00 George & Jane Merry 
 Stan & Merrilee Morris 
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  9:00 Brad & Elaine Malone 
 Karl & Susan Touset 
11:00 Bill & Melinda Freeman 
 Mark & Val Oviatt 
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  9:00 Terry & Carolyn Tolbert 
 John & Leah Ortega 
11:00 Stephen & Mary Powell 
 Andrew & Leigh Sain 
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  9:00 Van & Becky Sammons 
 Marty & Melinda Taylor 
11:00 Gordon & Connie Scott 
 Mark & Sheri Sphar 

 

Chr i st i an  Sym pat hy  i s expressed t o: 
 

Dick and Lessie Smith on the death of Dick’s mother; 
Georgia, Walt and John Bentley on the death of Georgia’s father. 

 
 
 
 

 
There are sign-up sheets in the alcove 
to serve as an usher for one month in 
July, August or September. If you have 
questions, please contact Tom Candler 
at 770-926-7525. 
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The family of Elwyn E. Lester would 
like to express their gratitude for all the 
many things Eastminster has done for us 
in the past year during Les’s long illness 
- the cards, the e-mails, the calls, the 
Christmas cookies, the flowers and 
plants, the meals, the visits, the breaking 
down and setting up of beds, cleaning 
carpet, replacing a much needed 
microwave, the playing of Skip-Bo; and, 
most especially, for the prayers, love, 
and support for our family during a very 
difficult time. Mere words cannot 
express our appreciation for your 
generosity and kindness. 
 

Joyce L. Lester 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MUST LUNCHES 

 
Volunteers are needed to help make 
sandwiches and assemble sack lunches 
each week.  

Monday, July 3 at 1 PM 
Monday, July 17 at 1 PM 
Tuesday, July 25 at 1 PM 

Tuesday, August 1 at 1 PM 
Monday, August 7 at 1 PM 

 LIBRARY NEWS 
 EASTMINSTER HAS A L IBRARY 

 
It is located in the 4th and 5th grade Sunday School room. It has 
been organized and updated with electronic searching ability by 
Title, Author, or Subject. Directions for use are posted. Some great 
new books have been added for your summer reading. 
 
Thank you: Many thanks to Jane and Bob Douglas for their gift to 
the library honoring members of the Happy Rocks. More than 25 
new books are lining the shelves. 
 
Opportunity: Have you had Dinner with A Perfect Stranger? An 
easy, short (2 hour) read that touches on life, God, meaning, pain, 
faith, and doubt while the main character accepts a dinner invitation 
with Jesus. Two copies are in circulation around Eastminster. If 
someone offers you the opportunity, please accept, read the book, 
write a comment inside, and then invite someone else to dine with 
Jesus. Let’s see if we can all enjoy the feast! 
 
Children’s Collection: Several beautiful, new children’s’  books 
have been added to the collection, including the complete 
Chronicles of Narnia. What great summer family read-a-louds!  Are 
you reading TO your children 15 minutes a day? The number of 
words a child has been exposed to before they start kindergarten 
has a significant effect on school success! 
 
Donation: At the present time, please limit your donations to the 
library to GREAT books you want to share with your Eastminster 
family (no copyrights before 1995). We also need some nice 
bookends that would fit with the style of the shelves. 
 
Requests: We would be glad to consider any requests for books that 
you feel we need in our library. Please call Karen Grigg at 770-926-
0746 or email her at bookworm2@bellsouth.net  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 

It is time once again to volunteer for 4th of July parking at First 
Presbyterian in Marietta for Habitat for Humanity. You sign up for 
two hour shifts starting  at 8:00 AM and ending at 8:00 PM Please 
let me know if you can help with this fundraiser. MaryAnn Gardner 
770-518-7452 or m_gardner@comcast.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars now...Vacation 
Bible School is just around the corner. 
We want everyone to come aboard and 
join us for our " Gospel Express"  
adventure July 10th -14th. Our day will 
begin in the sanctuary at 9am and end 
at 12:15pm. Please register your child 
at the church if you have not already 
done so. Children who are entering 
Pre-k through 5th grades are welcome. 
We look forward to seeing you on our 
journey!!  
 

Begins August  20  
 

We are looking forward to  seeing all 
of Eastminster©s children participating 
in these exciting classes. Sunday 
School is for children ages 3 -12th 
grade. We can©t wait to see everyone 
there!  
 

REV UP FOR FALL 
Sunday , August  13 

 
August 13th has been designated as Rev up for  Fal l  and will be 
held in the fellowship hall. Many of our ministry teams such as 
scouting, congregation care, fellowship, evangelism, youth ministry, to 
name just a few will have tables set up. Come join the celebration, add 
your name to the roster and begin to experience God’s call to ministry 
at Eastminster. 
 
 

 
FALL FESTIVAL  

Sept em ber  9, 10 un t i l  3 PM 
 
Summer may only be starting but preparations for Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church’s annual Fall Festival are in full swing. This year, 
the Fall Festival will be held Saturday, September 9, with a host of 
activities taking place starting at 10 a.m. and lasting until 3 p.m. 
Proceeds from the Fall Festival will benefit various mission projects. 
 
As always, there will be many fun-filled activities for the entire family 
including: pony rides, inflatables, a fire truck, various vendors, arts 
and crafts, music by a DJ, book sale, and new this year a dunking 
booth.  We also will be hosting our very popular silent auction.  And 
of course there is all that wonderful food including concession items, 
baked goods and the Men’s Ministry’s famous BBQ. 
 
In fact, the BBQ is so popular that it starts on Friday, September 8, 
from noon to 7 p.m. You can come back for a second helping on 
Saturday during regular Fall Festival hours. 
 
As you can see there is a lot of planning going on in hopes of making 
our biggest fundraiser a smashing success. Besides attending, we could 
use your help on the day of the event including people who may like to 
sit in the dunking booth. 
 
If you are interested in assisting with the festivities, please contact one 
of the committee chair people: Ed and Teri Capparucci 678-560-6710; 
John and Leah Ortega 678-560-9447 or Mike and Carol Hays 770-
977-5785. 
 
Again mark your calendar for September 9, and plan on bringing out 
the entire family for a day of fun that supports many worthwhile 
mission projects. 
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Sessi on  Meet i ng Hi gh l i gh t s - May 21, 2006  
 
� � Session approved the baptism of infant Ella Scott Goldberg, grand-daughter of members Paul and 

Snookie Goldberg on June 11, 2006 at the 11:00 service, and the baptism of infant Madeline Mills 
Daw, infant child of members Sara and Kedrick Daw, on July 9, 2006 at the 11:00 service. 

� � The Session approved removing Deanna Cawley, and Katie and Scott Sanders from the membership 
roll as they are attending other churches, according to the Book of Order G-10.0302b.(4).  The 
Session also removed Diane Best from the roll at her request, according to the Book of Order G-
10.0302b.(3). 

 
� � Session approved the weddings of non-members, Loan Vo and Aaron Scott Unsworth on November 

4, 2006 at 2:30pm with Dr. Bob Bullock officiating, and of member Alex Baur and Amanda Gillis 
on March 3, 2007 with Dr. Bill Arthur officiating. 

� � Session approved a motion to approve the book And Then I had Kids by Susan Alexander Yates for 
the Mom’s group. 

 
� � Session approved the study book for the Wednesday Morning Circle, Women of Faith Study Guide 

Series: Cultivating Contentment. 
� � Session also approved a series of beginning bridge lessons to be held in the fellowship hall 

from10:00am - 12:00pm starting August 12th and running for 8 weeks. (The Saturday of Fall 
Festival will be skipped.) 

 
� � The ordination and installation of elders elect Dolly Kretsch, Jim Bussart and Mike Adams will be 

on May 28, 2006 at the 11:00 service. 
� � A request from Dr. Bullock that a fund be established for the purpose of providing candidate Brian 

Janssen with a liturgical robe and books for his pastoral library was approved. 
 
� � A motion from the Interim Associate Pastor Search Committee was made and unanimously 

approved that Rev. Dr. Timothy Erskine be offered the existing Associate Pastor package in an 
annual contract with an additional $4,000 for moving expenses. 

� � Session approved that the Youth Mission Team be commissioned during the 11:00 worship service 
on June 4, 2006. 

 
� � Session approved the Youth’s participation in the following activities during the summer of 2006:  

tubing at Joe Wall’s cabin on July 7-8, attend the Stone Mountain Laser Show on July 22, “dive-in 
movie night”  at the home of Dick and Elaine Crock, and a lock-in (kidnap event) on Aug. 4-5. 

� � Session approved that Sunday, August 13, 2006 be designated as “Rally Day”  during the Sunday 
School hour and that all ministry teams participate in the event. 

 
� � Elder T. Tolbert reported on a seminar on “Growing Churches” offered by Mt. Bethel Methodist 

Church August 10-12, 2006.  Long Range Planning will be able to fund the admission for the first 
ten people interested in attending. 

� � The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on June 25, 2006 at 12:30 PM in the church parlor. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Karen Jones, Clerk to Session  



                                  Session  Meet ing High l i gh t s - June 25, 2006  
 
� � Session approved the baptism of infant Austin Dale Griner, son of Jennifer Wiley Griner and Timothy 

Dale Griner; (grandson of members Gerri Watkins Wiley and Bob Wiley) on July 9th at the 9 am 
service. 

� � Former members, Phil and Lena McClendon were received into membership by Letter of Transfer from 
Ashburn Presbyterian Church in Ashburn, VA. 

� � The Session approved removing Jonathan and Katherine Lime from the in-active rolls at their request, 
as they will not be moving back from Grand Rapids, MI in the foreseeable future. 

� � Session approved a request for a Letter of Transfer for Fred, Marion, and Mari Rose Schremp from 
Milledgeville Presbyterian. 

� � Session approved a motion to approve the addition of Wendi Shreiner to the Fellowship Team as Bunco 
Group co-leader, Amy Allen to the Fellowship Team as Presbyterian Women Moderator, and the 
addition of Sara Dilworth to the Fellowship Team as Mom’s Group co-leader. 

� � Session approved a motion for an outing hosted by Men’s Ministry to attend the Rome Braves game on 
July 15th.  The cost will be $20 and cover transportation and tickets.   

� � Session also approved a cookout hosted by Men’s Ministry, Sunday, August 13th, immediately 
following 11:00 worship. A “ free will”  offering will be collected to cover costs. 

� � Session approved that Cameron Pauquette be approved as a member of the Mission Team to serve as 
the Habitat for Humanity representative. 

� � Commissioners K. Jacquot, J. McIntire, and K. Jones reported on the highlights of the Stated Meeting 
of Cherokee Presbytery held on May 23, 2006 at Cherokee Retreat Center.  The next Stated Meeting of 
Cherokee Presbytery will be on September 26, 2006 at 6:30 PM at the Mars Hill Church. 

� � The next Stated Session Meeting will be held on July 16, 2006 at 12:30 PM in the church parlor. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Jones, Clerk to Session 
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