The Rever end Canon Emmanuel A. Mercer
January 20, 2008
Epi phany 2

The offering of sacrifice for the expiation of sin has |ong been a
prom nent part of the history and life of the people of Israel and

i ndeed of other cultures around the world. The reality of a sacrifice
as being a part of a comunity’s ethos is the acknow edgenent by the
reci pient of the sacrifice that he/she could be of fendedHowever
because he/she is somewhat above human bei ngsvho are not as perfect
when humans trespass, there should be aneans by which we could be
redeened.

But even nore than that, the reality of a sacrifice for the expiation
of sininthe life of a conmunity is the establishnment of the fact that
there is either a tacit desire on the part of the divine to always be

i n comruni on with humans or thedivine places reconciliation with
humans above any and all things and ultimately seeks to live in

har nony wi th humans.

There is a tribe in nmy native CGhana which cel ebrates an annual festiva
by nanme “Aboakyer” which literally neans “Catching an aninmal.”
According to the history of this festival, menbers of this tribe

of fended their god and the god punished themby inflicting the people
with a deadly epidenmic. In an attenpt to understand the causes of the
epi demi c, they consulted the god who tol d hem of their offense and
suggested a restorative neasure. The god asked the people to sacrifice
a healthy male every year. But they always run into problens with who
they should offer as a sacrifice to their god. After a couple of years,
they consulted with the gd and asked for a change.

The god suggested that they sacrifice a live lion every year. They
nai vely thought that catching a lion and offering the lion as a
sacrifice was a better option, however, after a couple of year they
came to realize that nore people died in an attenpt to catch a lion
than offering one person They went back to the god and asked for a
change. This tinme he suggested that they sacrifice a deer every year.
So for generationafter generation, this ethnic grouphas offered a
sacrifice of a deer to their god and continues to do so.

Even though a twentyfirst century nenber of this ethnic group is far
removed fromthe actual incident and can probably offer a scientific
and intell ectual explanation as to why the epidenm c occurred in the
first place, no explanation can disregard the core rel evance of the
desire of the divine; whether bg or small to be in comunion with
humans.

For humans thrive in conmunity and humans are created to be in
community and it is within the context of our alationship with

oursel ves, our neighbors and with the divine are we appreciated, |oved
and affirmed. In many ways, it is the community that offers nmeaning to
our lives and it is within the life of the community that redenption
beconmes a tangi bl e experiene that is not valued by only one person but
is valued by the entire community because all are equally invested in
it.



That is why personal salvation or redenption is of no avail to ne nor
does it appeal to nme. Because the nmore | seek to personalize ny Chst,
my Messiah and my Savior, andthe nore | seek to personalizeny
relationship with him the nore | conme to realize that so many others
are involved in ny relationship with Christ than | amwlling to
acknow edge. But even nore than that, the sacrificilaoffering of

Christ was not to blot out nmy offenses and to hold yours against you
nor was it to clean your offenses and hold m ne against nme, but it was
meant to take away the sin of the whole world. The sin of the whole
wor | d!'!

That is the way John introuced himto all who were with himintoday’ s
gospel. Having already baptized Jesus, he sees Jesus again and
proclaims himas the Lanb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
But John goes on to situate Jesus over and above himand sets hinself
as one to whomthe Lanb has already been introduced. John sees Jesus
the next day and hails himas the Lanb of God. Two of John’s disciples
who were with himleft him followed the Lanmb and spent the rest of the
day with the Lanb.

Andrew was one of the two discples of John who left John and spent

time with Jesus. He later finds his brother Sinon and tell &im*“We

have found the Messiah.” But he doesn’'t stop there, he doesn’t sayj;oh
my God Sinmon, we just found the Messiah and spent sone wonderful tine
with him It was fun and I w sh you were there.”Rather, Andrew takes
his brother Sinon to see the Messiah. Andrew takes his brother Sinmon to
the place where he could al so experience the fullness of life. Andrew
takes his brother Sinon to see the Lanb who takes ay his sin and

coul d take away Sinon’s sins.

For all we know, Andrew probably did not understand all that John said
about the Lanb, but yet Andrew found it expedient to appropriate the

i dea of the Lanmb with his understanding of the Messiahestablished a
relationship with the Lanb and eventried to build a comunity with him
by invol ving his brother Sinon.

What | find interesting in the story is not so nuch about the future
sacrifice of thelLanb; rather it is about Andrew s dsire to introduce
his brother Sinbpn to the Messiah. For all he knew about Jesus, Andrew
bel i eved his brother could al so benefit from know ng Jesus.

And so to ne, if so many people, both black and white believed in the
message of Martin Luther King Jr., they did so because they al soane
to believe like Andrew, that it is not enough for only nme to see the
Messiah, it is not enough for only ne to experience the fullness of
life that he offers to all neither is it enough for only me to enjoy
the fruits of his redenption, ny brother al s;meeds to be a part of
this story.

I f personal salvationor redenptionwas all that counted, Mbses could
have resisted the call of God to go back to Egypt if personal freedom
and satisfaction was all that one needed,neither Martin Luther King
Jr. or Mahat ma Gandhi or Nel son Mandel awoul d have bot hered t hensel ves
or would they have put their life in danger. But they recogni zed that
their personal satisfaction was not enough if it was not linked with
the total satidaction of all, nor was their personal reenption enough
if it was not linked with the total redenption of all



Martin Luther King Jr. once saidthat not only is the Negro di m ni shed
by his/her relationship with the dom nant power but the dom nant power
is equally dimnished by its relationshipwith the Negro. Guess what, |
can be saved all | want and in fact you and | can be saved all we want,
but our salvation is halfenmpty if like the tribe in Ghana we do not

i nsist on the comrunal redenption and emanci pati on of all Amen.



