
 
 
Thursday February 25 
Mark 2:1-12 
 
Jesus Heals the Paralytic 
 
 Jesus forgives and then heals a paralytic in a crowded house before Jewish 
religious authorities (scribes) who accuse Him of blasphemy.  There are many elements 
in this story. 
 
 First, the friends of the paralytic showed great faith that Jesus could help the 
man.  They had to use imagination and skill to get the paralytic in front of Jesus in an 
overcrowded house by lowering the ill man through a hole in a roof.  The lesson seems to 
be that we should never give up trying to help others.  Trinity’s Outreach ministries need 
volunteers.  Find out how you might help this Lenten season.  Jesus saw the faith of the 
friends.  Do people see our faith?  St Francis of Assisi said “preach the Gospel always, 
when necessary use words.” 
 
 Jesus did not, as one might expect, immediately pronounce the paralytic healed.  
Instead, he said “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  That’s when scribes accused Him of 
blasphemy by declaring that God alone can forgive sins.  Jesus’ answer was “so that you 
may know the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”  He told the paralytic to 
stand up and go home. 
 
 The paralytic was crippled spiritually and physically.  Jesus, as the Son of Man 
using God’s authority, love, and grace healed spirit and body.  He did so for people to 
witness sending the message that He can bring the loving forgiveness of God to all 
mankind.  Do we know the healing power of forgiveness?  Are we willing to take our 
burdens to Jesus? The message for me is, if we will, our Lord God is ever ready to bring 
us healing of body, soul and mind.  
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