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Advent 3— Decem ber 16, 2007 
T he V ery Reverend Dr. Philip  C. L inder 
 
Stir u p  you r p ow er, O L ord, and w ith great m ight com e am ong u s .  In the nam e of the Father and 
of the Son and of the H oly Sp irit.  A m en. 
 
 
Jim m y Carter in, Sou rces  of Strength: M editations  on Scrip tu re for a L iv ing Faith, w rites  the 
follow ing: “Yet this  w as  no ordinary hu m an b u t an extraordinary b eing, fu ll of grace and 
tru t h… Is n’t it rem ark ab le to s ee God com ing to earth in this  form ?   N ot as  a triu m p hant ru ler, 
riding a w hite hors e and w earing a crow n, leading an arm y to exp el the hated Rom ans  and 
fu lfilling hu m an des ires  or am b itions , b u t rather as  one w ho ep itom izes  u nlim ited forgiv enes s , 
com p as s ion, s erv ice, p eace, and lov e.  A m an, yet G od, w ho w as  there w hen the u niv ers e w as  
created, k now ing ev erything, totally p ow erfu l.”  H e continu es , “T he s im p le b u t p rofou nd fact is  that 
ou r liv es  can b e changed— b eginning now — b y p rofes s ing ou r faith in Jes u s  C hris t.” 
 
 T he fou r-w eek  s eas on of Adv ent is  a tim e filled w ith em otions .  T hes e em otions  m ay go from  
s om e s adnes s  and m elancholy… to excitem ent and great joy.  W e m ay b e m ore s tres s ed than 
u s u al.  W e cannot help  b u t rem em b er Chris tm as es  p as t, relations hip s   that p erhap s  w e no longer 
hav e, and ou r lov ed ones  now  in eternal life, and the s p ecial gifts  that they b rou ght to each 
Chris tm as .  E v ery ornam ent w e hang on the Chris tm as  tree is  an encyclop edia of m em ories . 
A m ids t all of thes e em otions  thou gh that fill ou r hearts , w e s eek the underlying joy, the joy that w e 
had as  a child w hen w e cou ldn’t w ait to s ee w hat Chris tm as  m orning w ou ld b ring.  For on 
Chris tm as  G od p rom is es  each of u s  the p os s ib ility of a new  day filled w ith hop e and new  life. 
 
 W e read in today’s  gos p el from  M atthew  that John the B ap tis t w hile in p ris on s eeks  as s u rance 
that Jes u s  is  the Chris t, the anointed one, the Son of G od.  Jes u s  res p onds  to John’s  dis cip les : 
G o and tell John w hat you  hear and s ee; the b lind receiv e their s ight, the lam e w alk , the lep ers  
are cleans ed, the deaf hear, the dead are rais ed, and the p oor hav e good new s  b rou ght to them .  
(M atthew  11) Jes u s  w ants  the B ap tis t to k now  that the hop e of Adv ent is  w ith them  in the fles h—
the W ord of G od is  p roclaim ed, the s ick  are healed, and hop e is  p res ent.   
 
John the B ap tis t in p ris on, s oon to b e execu ted b y H erod, needed to k now  that the M es s iah had 
indeed com e.  Som e days  w e need to look  arou nd and not b e s o cau ght u p  ins ide ou rs elv es , and 
liv e as  if w e b eliev e and k now  that the M es s iah has  indeed com e.  T he holy s eas on of Adv ent is  
not a p retend tim e w here w e liv e as  if Jes u s  has  not yet b een b orn, b u t rather a s eas on that w e 
are as k ed to reflect u p on w hat G od has  accom p lis hed throu gh the b irth of his  Son Jes u s , and 
then hop e for w hat w e b eliev e can b e today b ecau s e of this  holy and m agnificent ev ent in 
B ethlehem .   
 
W es tina M atthew s  is  a Ph.D. m anaging director at a w all Street firm  and a gradu ate of the 
Sp iritu al G u idance Program  at the Shalem  Ins titu te for Sp iritu al form ation.  She w rites  in a b rief 
article entitled: “Finding G od at Starb u ck s ,” On a s p iritu al retreat that inclu ded thirty-s ix hou rs  of 
s acred s ilence, I b egan m y daily ritu al of w alk ing one m orning and had to confront an u nexp ected 
dilem m a.  M y u s u al w alk ing rou te took  m e throu gh a w ooded area to a res idential com m u nity and 
ev entu ally to Starb u ck s .  H av ing the tim e to enjoy a cu p  of coffee and read the N ew  York  T im es  
w as  a great lu xu ry for m e— a w elcom e res p ite from  typ ically b u s y days  b ack  hom e.  On this  
p articu lar Su nday m orning, I w as  torn ab ou t w hether or not I cou ld go to Starb u ck s  and s till 
m aintain s acred s ilence, s lip p ing folded b ills  and the note on w hich w as  w ritten ‘G rande decaf, 
leav e room  for m ilk ’ into m y b ack  p ock et, I s tarted ou t on m y w alk .  A s  each foots tep  drew  m e 
clos er to Starb u ck s , qu es tions  aros e.  Can s ilence b e fou nd at Starb u ck s ?   Is  there s acrednes s  in 
a cu p  of jav a?   Is  it s acrificial not to hav e the coffee?   W ill it b e higher grou nd or higher grou nds ?  
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Som ew here along the w ay, I b egan to think that p erhap s  I w as  s earching for ans w ers  ab ou t 
s om ething that did not requ ire this  m u ch angs t in m y s ou l.  God is  not in the cu p  of coffee.  God is  
in m e.  If m y qu es tioning is  centered on the s o-called godlines s  or u ngodlines s  of hav ing a cu p  of 
coffee, it w ou ld s eem  that I am  m is s ing the m ore com p elling qu es tion arou nd ‘to b e or not to b e’ 
one w ith G od.     
 
Adv ent is  in p articu lar a s eas on that as k s  u s  to inv ite Jes u s  into ou r hearts — p erhap s  tru ly for the 
firs t tim e; or, p erhap s  to a deep er com m itm ent.  A dv ent is  a jou rney to b ecom e one w ith 
Chris t… one w ith G od.  T he color p u rp le that adorns  ou r altar and the clergy v es tm ents  is  a color 
of hop e— hop e that life can b e different, that the Chris t-Child has  indeed m ade a difference, one 
that is  exp erienced ev ery day in you r life and u p on the liv es  that you  tou ch.  T he Adv ent candles , 
one lit for each Su nday, are a p rayer if you  w ill that as  w e draw  clos er to Chris tm as ; Jes u s  w ill 
draw  u s  clos er to him s elf and his  w ill for ou r liv es .  
 
So let u s  together p rofes s  Jes u s  as  L ord b y ou r thou ghts , w ords , and actions .  Reflect u p on w hat 
G od has  accom p lis hed throu gh H is  Son Jes u s  C hris t, and hop e for w hat is  p os s ib le today 
b ecau s e of this  m agnificent ev ent.  On this  third Su nday of Adv ent, p ray for w hat can b e b ecau s e 
of the b irth of Jes u s . + A m en 


