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'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.' Mat 25:34-36

This month we have 13 youth and 3 adults going off to Gatlinburg, TN, for a mission trip. Our
trip is sponsored by TEAMeffort and we expect to join about 200 youth from churches of
different denominations in a life-changing, eye-opening, faith-building mission experience. The
mission trip is designed to be a mixture of meaningful service, challenging work, spiritual
growth and good, clean, adventurous fun.

Some of the families we will meet are destitute and forgotten, living in clusters of dilapidated,
seemingly unlivable mobile homes alongside old dirt roads. Some of them are widows or young
families who just need help to get their homes dry and winterized.

We will be working hard, playing hard and laughing hard. When our mission week is over we
will return horne a stronger group that has shared memories that will last a lifetime. Also, you
will see a group of young men and women who are excited about what Jesus Christ is doing in
all of your lives.

I am asking the congregation to pray for us as we get ready for our trip and while we are gone.
Please pray for safe travel and safe work, pray for those we serve and those who will serve us,
and pray for the presence of Christ during the week to enter our hearts, minds and bodies in new
and exciting ways.

When we return I invite you to corne to an evening presentation that our youth will host. They
will be sharing with you their pictures and their stories from their experiences.

I honestly believe this mission trip to be one of the most important things, if not the most
important thing our church will do this year. Some people say that the church is dying, not in
July, not this year, and not for these youth.

'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation (~f the world. '

Peace
Shawn




