The Goals for Our SUN Program

The first five weeks of our summer SUN (Servants Uniting
NorthPark) have now past, but there are six more Sundays (just over half) committed to that
program. It is an appropriate time to ask how we are doing on achieving our goals.

One of our goals was to enrich our life together as a congregation through connecting with one
another - that is, getting to know members with whom we were not acquainted, as well as
getting to know at a deeper level those with whom we already felt comfortable in relationship.

One of the things | have learned about setting goals is the notion of measurable objectives, of
which no doubt many of you have heard over the years. Put simply, the concept states that if
you are to be successful in achieving your goals, those goals need to be in a form that you can
measure - you can point to things you have done that are quantifiable in determining whether or
not you have reached your goals. Out of this approach developed the “Hey Dad” or “Hey Mom”
test. Basically, the test requires that you be able to finish the statement, "Hey Mom (or Dad) -
watch me while |...”. For example, you cannot say, “Hey Mom, watch me while | love the world”,
or “Hey Dad, watch me while | connect with some new people.” On the other hand, you can say
“Hey Mom, watch me while | introduce myself to five people in the church whose names | do not
know”, or "Hey Dad, watch me while | ask five church members what they like most about
NorthPark Church.” Other examples might be, “Hey Dad, watch me while | have three talks with
NorthPark members whose names | do not know”, or “Hey Mom, watch me while | visit with five
youth today.” These measurable actions enable us to determine if we have achieved our goals.

The same approach can be used for the other goals of the program, like learning more about the
various programs of the church - learning to appreciate different

music in worship - worshiping at a different time, or sitting in a

different pew - identifying different approaches and practices for a ’ L)
truly “welcoming congregation” - identifying four practices which give = 0n
birth to generosity. Setting goals is important for every aspect of life,
especially the religious life, and they need to be measurable and
achievable goals.

There are six weeks left to achieve goals related to SUN. Let's
ALL make the best of that time... “Hey Dad, Hey Mom, watch me
while I...”
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TO HELEN WEGMAN, whose return 1o the congregation was noted with joy. She has been
absent for several months, recuperating from a broken arm and shoulder. Thank God for this
healing and welcome back, Helen!

TO JOSH HAMILTON, who will be ordained at 2:00PM on Saturday, August 22. We are so
proud of you, Joshl


































