The Good News

St. John’s Episcopal Church

IN THIS ISSUE
Program News...........ccccviveveennnnn. 2
Retreat Opportunities................... 4
Epiphany Concert Series ............. 5
Liturgy and Worship..................... 6
Cycling through the Year.............. 7
Staying in Touch..........ccccoceeee. 9

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays
8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite |

10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Morning Prayer, 1st Sundays

Thursdays
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and Healing Service

CLASS SCHEDULE

Wednesdays
7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study

Thursdays

9:00 a.m. - Women'’s Book Study
(nursery available by request)

11:00 a.m. - Bible Study

Sundays
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
(all ages; September-May; nursery)

January 6, 2010

St. John’s is starting 2010 with a whirlwind of activity! The 5th
Annual Epiphany Concert Series begins this coming Sunday with a
concert by Dr. Benjamin Woods, offered in memory of Finley Lucas.
A new Beth Moore Bible study for women kicks off on January 11.
Suppers for Eight is gearing up again. The annual ECW winter fund-
raiser (a pre-Super Bowl bash is this year’s theme) is right around the
corner, scheduled for February 6. Details about all of these activities
are in the pages of this newsletter. Read all about them and be sure to
mark your calendars!

Parents of young children in fifth grade and younger are encour-
aged to make plans to attend the Children’s Ministry meeting on Janu-
ary 10 at 4:00 in the fellowship hall. The purpose of this meeting is to
address the Christian Education needs of our youngest members. Par-
ent input is of utmost importance.

January is also the time of the Annual Congregational Meeting,
scheduled this year for January 17 immediately following the 10:30
service. The meeting will be in the fellowship hall; childcare will be
provided. At the top of the meeting agenda is the election of four new
vestry members and the election of convention delegates. Nomina-
tions are due in the parish office by Monday, January 11. Please give
prayerful consideration to who among our parish family may be called
to leadership as a member of the vestry or as a delegate to the conven-
tion. Additional nomination forms are available in the office. Please
make plans to be present for these elections and for other discussion
pertinent to the continuing life and ministry of the parish.

As we begin a new calendar year and embark upon a new season
of the church year, we do so with much appreciation for all those who
gave so freely of their time and talent to help shape joyful Christmas
celebrations. We give particular thanks to the Altar Guild, choir, and
flower arrangers whose immense contributions added beauty and inspi-
ration to our services. We also give thanks to those who gave poinset-
tias and greenery for the decoration of our worship space. What a
beautiful way to remember loved ones and to express thankfulness.
Thanks, too, to Pete and Lori Worn, our parish children, and Agnes
Willcox and team whose efforts toward the Christmas Pageant and the
parish Christmas reception started the season on a high note. Finally,
we give thanks for all who gathered in worship throughout the Christ-
mas season. The presence of one another in corporate worship is a
source of strength and inspiration. Thanks to everyone for helping St.
John’s experience a Merry Christmas!




Upcoming Events & Program News

Calendar at a Glance

e Faith Formation Classes - Sundays, 9:30

e Youth Group - Sundays, beginning at 5:00

e Men’s Bible Study - Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m.

* Choir Practice - Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.

e Women’s Study Group - Thursdays, 9:00

e Communion & Healing Svc. - Thursdays, 10:30
e Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:00

* Manna House Sunday - 1st Sunday of the Month

* Marie Gregory Chapter Mtg. - Jan. 12, 10:00,
Poynor Room
» Daughters of the King - January 19, 5:30

» Vestry Meeting - January 18, 5:30
e Deadline for Newsletter Items - January 28
e Pre-Super Bowl Bash - February 6

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
BEGINS JANUARY 1

~ Jesus The One and Only ~

An 11-week in-depth study of the life and
ministry of Jesus based on the book of Luke,
presented by Beth Moore

Two sessions will be offered every Monday,
both held in the Poynor Room:

Morning Study: 9:30-11:30
Evening Study: 6:30-8:30

There will be a $15.00 fee
to cover the cost of the study guide.

To Sign Up

Angelyn Bridges
atb@sc.rr.com or 669-5352

Allie Walker
4walker3@sc.rr.com or 662-8928

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PARENT MEETING
January 10, 4:00

Important Meeting for Parents
of Young Children

Parents of children who are infants to 5th grade are
encouraged to join in on this conversation about our
Children’s Ministry. We will be seeking feedback
about how we can improve the Children’s Ministry at
St. John’s. Whether you and your children are highly
involved or rarely attend our programs, we hope that
you will take time to participate in this gathering and
help us know how we can better serve the needs of
you and your families. Childcare will be available for
all ages.

2010 SUPPERS FOR EIGHT

Looking for a fun way to get to know your fellow pa-
rishioners, or just a pleasant evening with people who
share common interests? St. John’s Suppers for Eight
might be just the ticket.

Suppers are scheduled for February, March, and
April. In May, everyone will come together for a
wine and hors d’oeuvre party. If you cannot partici-
pate in all three suppers, you may sign up as a substi-
tute.

Sign up by contacting Susan Hearon at 662-5585 or
shearon@stjohnsflorence.org. Please sign up by
January 19 so the groups can be organized and ready
to roll for the February supper.

Questions? Call John and Kerry Rathbun (317-1630)
or Clark and Marion Reifsnider (669-8744).

MARIE GREGORY CHAPTER MEETING

This month’s Marie Gregory Chapter meeting will be
held in the Poynor Room at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
January 12. All women of the church are invited.

If you have questions or need a ride, please contact
Peg Carpenter at 664-8810 or ccarpentar@sc.rr.com.

MEALS ON WHEELS

St. John’s is scheduled to deliver meals the week of
January 11-15. Please contact Harry Greenleaf
(heg1933@aol.com or 662-6544) if you can lend a
hand.



Upcoming Events & Program News

Game Day
Saturday, Feb. 6

Huddle Up
Fellowship Hall

Kick-off

7:00-9:30

Dinner, Auction,
Wagering

All proceeds benefit the
ECW Outreach Fund

$25

The game is played

P Sunday ... the fun
starts Saturday!!!

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY

DoN’

~h

ON FEBRUARY 7 FOR THE
“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY SOUP POT.
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO LOCAL FOOD
PROGRAMS (SUCH AS MANNA HOUSE AND
HARVEST HOPE FOOD BANK).

RGET TO BRING A DOLLAR (OR MORE!)
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Upcoming Events & Program News

RETREAT AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

John Rosemond to Speak at St. Andrew’s Mt. Pleasant, January 17, 5:30-7:00 p.m. The author of Parent-
ing by the Book is a psychologist, author, international speaker, and writes a syndicated parenting column for
more than 200 newspapers nationwide. A native of Charleston, Rosemond now lives in Gastonia, NC. He has
been married for 40 years, is the father of two and grandfather. The cost of the event is $5. To register, call St.
Andrew’s at 884-6169 or visit www.wearestandrews.com/our-ministries/children/coming-events.

Tellaround: An Afternoon of Biblical Storytelling, January 17, 4:00 p.m. Held at St. James, James Island,
this event will feature some of Charleston’s favorite storytellers. For more information, contact St. James at
795-1623 or Mike Miller at (843) 762-1585. This event is free and is sponsored by St. James’ Christian Educa-
tion Department in association with the Network of Biblical Storytellers.

Faith At Home Events Sponsored by the Diocese of SC and Focus on the Family, January 29-30

On Friday, January 29, from 7:00-9:00 p.m., parents are invited to a special program put on by Focus on the
Family at St. James, James Island. On Saturday, January 30 from 9:00-3:30 there will be a full-day leadership
training event for clergy, ministry staff, and lay leaders. This will be presented by Jeff Hoyles and Mark Hol-
men of Focus on the Family. For information, call St. James at 795-1623 or visit www.dioceseofsc.org.

“Be Still and Know God,” Contemplative Retreat, January 29-31 This 3-day contemplative retreat will be
held at St. Christopher. This time away allows participants to bask in silence, stillness, guided contemplative
scripture meditation, and prayer. To register: www.stchristopher.org.

Flower Seminar, Grace Episcopal Church, January 30, 9:30-12:00 The Grace Episcopal Church Flower
Guild will present “Flower Arranging for the Church” with three guest demonstrators from the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral Flower Guild. The seminar costs $25 and registration is required. Please sign up by January 25.
To register, visit www.gracechurchcharleston.org or call Grace Church at 723-4575.

Diocesan ECW Retreat, February 12-14, St. Christopher The Diocesan ECW Retreat is open to all women
of the diocese. The Rt. Rev. Mark J. Lawrence will speak on the book of Ruth, and The Rev. Charlie Walton
will serve as Chaplain. A $50 deposit is required with registration. Registration forms are available at
www.dioceseofsc.org or stbartholomews.org.

20th Annual Christian Men’s Retreat, February 26-28, Camp St. Christopher Rob Rienow of Visionary
Parenting will lead the conference, addressing the theme of “The Visionary Man.” Rob will cast a vision for
men to trust the scriptures, lead their families, serve their churches and reach their communities For information
and to register: celevel@aol.com or www.dioceseofsc.org. The registration deadline is February 5 OR when
250 registrants has been reached.

Bringing Hymns to Life: A Lenten Retreat, Saturday, March 13, St. John’s, Florence
The Rev. Nancy Roth - Episcopal priest, author, wife and mother, retreat and work-
shop leadership - is sought by churches nationwide for her powerful retreats. The day-
long Saturday retreat will be coupled with teaching by Rev. Roth during the Sunday
school hour on March 14, and she will preach at both services that weekend. The re-
treat will use as its basis selected hymns of the Lenten season. These poems “can
beckon us into the presence of the divine.” They also reveal something about the historical
periods in which they were written, as well as the spiritual outlook of their writers. During
the retreat, we will explore the background of the texts and learn how they can be used in Christian formation
and prayer. Details will be announced soon. To learn more about Rev. Roth in the meantime, visit
w.revnancyroth.org.
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Liturgy and Worship

A BRIEF LITURGICAL Q&A "4

. . . %&"" " %)!
Q. Okay, I know this question has been addressed several times, but what & R
is the narthex? L #

A. The narthex is the gathering space just inside the front door of the church.
Some churches have narthexes large enough to be defined as ‘lobbies’. In |" %" I %"
early Christian architecture, it was a portion of the church separated from
the nave (the space where the congregation sits) by a low wall or screen e %t i
and reserved for catechumens (those studying and preparing to join the . LI "
Church) and penitents who were not admitted among the congregation. LI " %

Q. Why is the word “church’ sometimes spelled with a lower case ‘c’ and 1 S |
sometimes with an upper case ‘c’? g

A. Spelled as “church’, the word refers to a building. Spelled as ‘Church’, it
refers to the institution (i.e., the Episcopal Church), to the body of people
that make up that institution, or to the universal Church (all Christians). * o,

) TEEER) D)) *

Q. The lectionary called for a lot of canticles during Advent. What is a

canticle? -
. _ *) #F)T)HE)T #, 1)
A. A canticle is a song or chant that comes from a biblical text other than

the Book of Psalms. The Magnificat (Canticle of Mary), for example, -/
quotes Luke 1:46-55. It is the song of praise that Mary offered after )t )H )T -)
Gabriel appeared to her with the news that she would bear the Messiah. 0

Thumb through the Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer services in the F,0 4 1)H) -
Book of Common Prayer to find the scripture references for the other can- | >* ~ *~

ticles that are part of our liturgy. If you are a Web surfer, you can read all | # -
of the canticles at http://www.oremus.org/liturgy/ccp/14cants.html. % )-

Q. What is Epiphany? # /
PIPnaTY %) %) 1)+.4)) £,

A. The general theme of the Epiphany Season is the manifestation of the
divinity of Jesus. (The word epiphany is Greek for manifestation.) In
most churches, Bible readings during this time of the year deal with Je-
sus’ identity. Inthe eastern Church, the Day of Epiphany commemorates
the Baptism of Our Lord. In the western Church, the Day of Epiphany
com-memorates the star and the arrival of the wise men, and the follow-
ing Sunday is the Baptism of Our Lord. For lectionary purposes, the
Epiph-any Season begins on the Day of the Epiphany, January 6, and ends on the day before Lent. (Roughly
speaking, the western Church consists of Protestants, Catholics, and Anglicans. The eastern Church con-
sists of the Eastern Orthodox churches, the Oriental Orthodox churches, and the eastern-rite churches af-
filiated with the Roman Catholic Church.)

The color for the Epiphany Season is green to symbolize growth and life. White is the color for Sundays that
commemorate events in Jesus’ life. Therefore, white is the color for the Baptism of Our Lord, Transfigura-
tion Sunday (the last Sunday of the season), and the Day of Epiphany itself. (See p.10 for an in-depth reflec-
tion upon the season.

Do you have a question about the Episcopal liturgy or terminology? Send it to twilliams@stjohnsflorence.org
or call the parish office. Your question will be addressed in this space in the next issue of The Good News.
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Cycling Through the Year

The Season of Epiphany

Advent ... Christmas ... Epiphany. ‘Tis the season of manifestation and revelation. Beginning January 6,
this season continues until Ash Wednesday (February 17). Following is a perspective on the season by Sun-
day School teacher and free-lance writer Barry Brake.

A couple of years back | had an epiphany. A minister
of mine, Jim Graham, pointed out that probably not 1y "1

a lot of people noticed the star that marked Jesus’ birth. ;

It hadn’t occurred to me. Our iconography is dominated -/010 230 45/0.4 2 !
by images of a huge, unavoidable astronomical event. In ~ 6/447 8" (1" "
Ben-Hur, after all, we see crowds cowering before a B %
huge meteor; as children we drew a giant star larger than 8" 1
the sun would have been. But in reality, of course, super- 8 1
novas appear all the time, and they’re the same size as 9 12

other stars, and no one notices besides astronomers.

And, two thousand years ago, Magi. Scholars from : L
the school of Hermes Trismegistus. Persian guys who
didn’t have the Bible, didn’t worship Yahweh, weren’t
among the chosen people, but who looked to the sky for = " " 6 1" > 1 ! !
meaning, and found it. And, like all good scholars, they D
put their knowledge into action: they got gifts fit for a L !
king, and went where their books told them to go. (Ah, " L s
to see those books and find the pagan passage that sent "o R B L
them to Judea!). At Pentecost, the word of God went 1 " 21
out into the world. At Epiphany, the world shows up

at God’s door.

We can’t get away from thinking of this time of year as a beginning. But the Church calls it a time of arrival.
The year is already over a month old, having begun with Advent. So, after the twelve days of Christmastide, we
have Epiphany, a celebration of the arrival of the Magi. And of a sudden realization: that this child isn’t just for
the Us, but also for the Them.

For some churches, Epiphany is one day, and then we’re in Pre-Lent, a countdown to Lent in which the Sun-
days are named for the number of days till Easter (Septuagesima, Sexagesima, etc.). But others consider the
days leading up to Ash Wednesday as the Epiphany Season. An entire season dedicated to appearances, evi-
dences, signs, presences, realizations: the guiding of a newly appeared star; the showing-up of these strange
foreigners who materialized at the house of Joseph (can we imagine that the whole town didn't stir?); the reali-
zation of Christ to everyone who ever lived, not just his own countrymen; the shocking awareness that he is in
fact the savior of the world, the world.

In these days, that truth is sometimes an uncomfortable one. They say, “How nice that you’ve found inner
peace through Christ, that he is a savior for you, but don’t go bashing me over the head with it.” It’s often seen
as the ultimate arrogance that | might come out and say that everyone needs Christ, even those who don't think
they do, and even those who have never heard of him. That sort of triumphalism belongs to an earlier, uglier
era, most people think.

(continued next page)



Cycling Through the Year

But the season of Epiphany is a time for us to realize that although some of the lost are asleep in a nighttime
of lostness, others are outside craning their necks for a sign, ready to follow whatever appears, make whatever
journey is necessary for them to find redemption.

I’ve mentioned before that everyone has the ancient urge to find

meaning in things: we get the January 6th date, in fact, from an e B
Egyptian festival celebrating the overflowing of the banks of the = " ’ Mm% .
Nile. How fitting, then, that we use that date to celebrate a Christ 7 v C "D "

who is too big for the categories, who cannot be contained within o™ 4 ! "(

the chosen people but must go and choose the unchosen as well, A o ( 88k

must make himself manifest before every tribe and nation.

And for those who seek, what are the tools of that manifestation? A star, a page from a pagan book, the coun-
cil of a hostile king. A word, a gesture, a guidance from you and me, who have been called, improbably, outlan-
dishly, the Light of the World.

If the battle-cry of Pentecost must be Christ’s charge to go into the world and make disciples and baptize,
then the battle-cry of Epiphany must be his charge to let our light shine before all, so that wherever they may be,
whatever religion or philosophy their starting-point, their end will be to lay their gold before the King.

My wish for you this Epiphany season, this reverberation of rich celebration before the leanness of Lent, is
that you will realize Christ in your life -- that you will have the “Aha” of awareness and insight that will make
him real to you -- and that his presence, his manifestation in you, will overflow your banks. And will gush out
effortlessly to the crooked and dark generation that surrounds us.

More of Barry Brake’s musings on the liturgical seasons can be found at http://communiquejournal.org/
g5_ccalendar.html. Poetry, essays, and other writings can be found at http://www.communiquejournal.org.
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Staying in Touch

KUDOS

CONGRATULATIONS to Philip Hope-
well, who graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina on December
14 with a degree in political science.
Philip is the son of Mike and Beth
Hopewell.

MANY THANKS to Larry Wiseburn
and Mary Jo Langin for their year-
round fellowship ministry. The deli-
cious coffees that Larry and Mary Jo
serve during Fellowship on the Lawn
every week are generously provided
out of their own funds. In addition,
they assist with the set-up and clean-
up for this social gathering - a service
for which the Fellowship Committee is
particularly grateful. We encourage
everyone to support Larry’s Faces and
Voices of Recovery program by pur-
chasing the specialty coffees as gifts
or for your own enjoyment.

CONGRATULATIONS to Weston Pat-
terson who was presented with an
honorary degree from Francis Marion
University during commencement ex-
ercises on December 19. A native of
Columbia, Weston’s attendance at
Clemson University was interrupted
by a call to serve in the Army during
World War Il. He was a crewmember
aboard a B-24 Liberator in the Pacific
theater. Since living in Florence,
Weston has served as chair of the City
-County Airport Commission, VP of
the Greater Florence Chamber of
Commerce, and gave 16 years of ser-
vice on the Florence City Council. He
founded the Florence Speech and
Hearing Clinic and served as founding
director of the Florence United Way,
director of the SC Easter Seal Society,
and chair of the Florence County Dis-
abilities Foundation. He also served
as director of the Francis Marion Uni-
versity Foundation.

CELEBRATING NEW LIFE

We rejoice and give great thanks for the safe delivery and birth of
McCall Guyton Campbell, son of Pierce and Helen Campbell and
brother of big sister Susan. McCall was born on December 1.

PARISH PRAYER LIST PROCEDURE

Prayer for those in need is one of our most critical ministries and one
which all of us can incorporate into our daily lives. As part of this
ministry, we remember in our corporate worship those who have re-
quested special prayer. To ensure that those requests are honored
most fully, some changes have been made in the way the prayer list is
handled.

Please be aware that the names on the Sunday prayer list ... those
names spoken aloud during the Prayers of the People ... will be of
those who are in immediate need (ex., facing surgery in the coming
week or newly admitted to the hospital). The names of those who are
dealing with long-term illness, extended medical treatment, or other
continuing needs are in the care of the Daughters of the King, who
pray on a daily basis for all who have requested prayer. Clergy and
staff have also committed to praying for these persons on a regular
basis. The complete prayer list will continue to be made available to
all parishioners via the monthly newsletter.

ACKNOWLEDGED WITH GRATITUDE

On the occasion of the anniversary of his birth, we give great thanks
for the continued support of our parish through the Joseph B. DuRant
Trust.

IN MEMORIUM

A Please remember in your prayers the families of James D.
=LY Kennedy, R. Allen Godley Jr., Joan Flenniken, Giles
NV  Arndt, and Ralph Worn, all of whom died this past month.
Mr. Kennedy, Pete Kennedy’s father, died on December 2
A and was buried at Arlington on December 22. Mr. Godley,
nephew of Priscilla Logan, died on December 3. Mrs. Flenniken and
Mr. Arndt died on December 29. Mrs. Flenniken was Sandra Dekle’s
mother and a member of St. Matthew’s, Darlington. Mr. Arndt was
Bill McRee’s uncle. Mr. Worn, Pete Worn’s father, died on January
3. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in
God’s holy peace.
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Staying in Touch — Parish Prayer List

THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Ameé Aheart (friend of Lilda Rockwiley)
Stephanie Barton

Bill Bell (W.A. and Alice Bell's son)

Graham Blanton (Cynthia Harding’s uncle)
Carlton and Doris Burke (Kathy Chmielecki’s parents)
Elizabeth Cantey

Jean Cashion

Rachel Causey

Laurie Chapman (sister-in-law of John Chapman)
Fitz Chewning (Larry & Jo Etta Chewning’s grandson)
Roy Chipley

Madison Christian (Ben Hankinson’s cousin)
Sara Clemmons

Sligh Commander

Will Correll (Bob and Lee Garey’s grandson)
Jennifer Cox (friend of Mac James)

Devon Dauvis (friend of Mac James)

Paula Drew (Relative of the Lilly family)

Jack Dunlap (friend of Jay and Flo Vinson)
Ethel Eckenstein (friend of several parishioners)
Homer Gamble

Nathan Gasque (friend of Katie Richardson)
Anne Hafer (daughter of Mary Jackson)

Sandy Hanna (Eddie and Kay Floyd'’s niece)
Shirley Imbeau (friend of several parishioners)
Karel Ivy (friend of Cynthia Harding)

Jerry James (Mac James’ brother)

Susan Jordan (Helen Campbell’'s mother)

Bea King

THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

Elizabeth Bailey (Pelican House)
Alice Bell (Cooke)

Martha “Tot” Bryant (Methodist Manor)
Lukie Brunson (Heritage)

THOSE AT HOME

W.A. Bell Bebe Huggins
Jean Cashion Virginia Samra

THOSE IN ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE

Adam Chapman (son of Eason and Mary Chapman)

Holly Schofield (wife of William Schofield)
John Taft (friend of John Chase)

THANKSGIVING FOR RECOVERY

Joe Buckhouse

Charles Schofield
Lib Smith (Covenant Place, Sumter)

John Preston Lash

Peg Logel (friend of the Weldons)

Suzann Long

Herman Madden (Clay Smith’'s uncle)

Neil McDonald (Tom McDonald'’s father)

Kole Miller (friend of the Hardings)

Fred Pack (friend of several parishioners)

Freeman Parker (Mitch Parker’s father)

Kathy & James Pierce (friends of Bunny & Jimmy Johnston)
Ed Pippin (former rector of All Saints’ Church)
Susannah Prescott (young child of friends of the Weldons)
Heather Rockey (Clare Callicott’s stepmother)

Kerry Robinson (wife of Cynthia Harding’s cousin)

Allen Rogers (former parishioner)

Peyton Sables (Dick and Joyce SoJourner’s daughter)
Nicholas Samra (Virginia Samra’s son)

Paula Schofield

Roy Skinner (Roland Skinner’s father)

Kristin Slaughenhoupt (friend of St. John’s)

Jim Spencer (Cecily Lilly’s father)

Susan Usry (friend of Diddy Anderson)

Jewel Vaught

Sarah Walters (Kay Fryman'’s aunt)

Connie Watford (friend of Joel andSandra Dekle)

Jim Watson (father of “Boo” Weldon's friend)

Carrie White (Mary Hepburn’s aunt)

Flora Anne Williams (friend of Rett Padgett)

Lawson Wilds Williamson (Harry & Susan Cantey’s grandson)
Nick Zeigler

Fred and Lou Davies (Heritage)

Frank Hedgepath (NHC HealthCare Parklane, Columbia)
Suzann Long (Elmcroft)

Elizabeth Mace (Southland)

Elizabeth Spears

Charles Kennedy (Pete Kennedy’s brother)
Michael Shrout (grandson of Ron & Jane Hiester)

Imighty God, giver of life and health: Send your blessing on all who are sick, and upon those who minister to them, that all
weakness may be vanquished by the triumph of the risen Christ.

We commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day
by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Staying in Touch

IN THANKSGIVING AND LOVING MEMORY

THE FOLLOWING GIFTS WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN NOVEMBER 26 AND DECEMBER 14, 2009.

ALTAR GUILD FUND
In memory of Mrs. Margie Smith by the Marie Gregory Chapter.

EPIPHANY CONCERT FUND
In honor of Tammy Williams by Miss Betty-Ann Darby.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by the Marie Gregory Chapter.
In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mr. and Mrs. R. Weston Patterson.
In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mr. Ron Harrelson and Mrs. Gaby Guyton.

HERITAGE FUND
In memory of Mrs. Virginia Rogerson by Miss Betty-Ann Darby.

MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mr.and Mrs. Joseph Pearson, Jr.
In memory of Virginia Rogerson by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rogers, IV.
In memory of Virginia Rogerson by Dr. and Mrs. John Chapman.

OFFICE RENOVATION FUND
In honor of and in thanksgiving for Mr. Pierce Campbell by Mrs. Kitty Daniels.

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Ellis.
In memory of Mr. Stewart Gregg by Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Ellis.

SPECIAL GIFTS

A green dossal cloth was given by Mrs. Barbara Sylvester to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for her daughters, April and
Pam.

Memorial gifts can be made to the general Memorial Fund, to one of the following funds, or to any area of parish life that you
wish. Please note on your check to which fund you wish your gift to be designated so that it is sure to be used as you desire.
Gifts given in thanksgiving or to honor an individual can also be designated to any of the funds listed below.

Building Concert Series Kanuga Weekend Organ Rwanda Mission
Choir Garden Library Outreach Smith King Music Memorial
Christian Ed. Heritage Mission Team Rector’s Discretionary Youth Ministry

GOD’S LOVE BLANKETS

There are insufficient shelters in Florence to ensure a place to sleep for those who may find themselves home-
less. Short-term shelter is available for only four nights of each month, and there are waiting lists for long-term
shelter. As winter weather sets in, the outlook for the homeless is bleak indeed.

A group of St. John’s home seamstresses is forming to sew VERY SIMPLE blankets of fleece backed with wa-
terproof fabric to hand out to those in need. We are also looking for donations of supplies and money to pur-
chase the same. Please contact Sara Stewart at 229-8999 / shsatty@sc.rr.com, or Lori Worn at 773-8268 /
Iworn@sc.rr.com to volunteer or donate supplies. Please make your checks payable to St. John’s Church to
donate money.

=
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Lay Ministry Schedules

January 10, 2010 - The Baptism of Our Lord

Lay Readers

8:00 - Peg Carpenter (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Dolores Miller (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
Ushers

8:00 - Malloy McEachin
10:30 - Terry Grantham, Harry Greenleaf, Henry Hepburn
Acolytes
10:30 - Allan Copp (Crucifer)

Hixon Copp, Hannah Hopewell (Torches)
Cates Saleeby (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - TBA Team 2 (Carson)

Altar Flowers
Rives & Jack Hogan

Nursery Helpers
Bert & Rachel Atkinson

Fellowship on the Lawn

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin
Robin & Barbara Stith

Flower Delivery
Maitland & Betty Ann Chase
Flicka McBratney

January 24, 2010 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany

January 17, 2010 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Lay Readers

8:00 - Sam Dargan (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Susan Cantey (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
Ushers

8:00 - John Mclnnes
10:30 - Mike Hopewell, Jimmy Johnston, Schipp Johnston
Acolytes
10:30 - Larkin Skinner (Crucifer)

Luke Carter, Emery Buckhouse (Torches)
Eddie Buckhouse (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - TBA Team 3 (Zeigler)

Altar Flowers
Tommy & Katy Rogers

Nursery Helpers
Wayne & Sally Grantham

Fellowship on the Lawn

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin
Susan Hearon

Flower Delivery
Larry & Jo Etta Chewning
Lillian Coleman

January 31, 2010 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Lay Readers

8:00 - Dan Ervin (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Billy McCrary (Lay Reader); Susan Cantey (Chalice)
Ushers
8:00 - Buzz Rogers
10:30 - Chappell Jones, Donald Lewis, Harry Logan
Acolytes
10:30 - Boyd Richardson (Crucifer)
Mattie Weldon, Raymond Matthews (Torches)
Mims Weldon (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - TBA Team 4 (Elmore)

Altar Flowers
Hugh & Ginny Willcox

Nursery Helpers
Jay & Annie Ham

Fellowship on the Lawn

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin
Allan & Molly Copp

Flower Delivery
Kitty Cutler
Benton & Suzanne Dargan

Lay Readers

8:00 - Billy McCrary (Lay Reader)
Clergy (Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Bill McRee (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
Ushers
8:00 - Paul Stewart
10:30 - Jim Lyles, Pat Patterson, Thomas Richardson
Acolytes
10:30 - Caroline Naso (Crucifer)
Will Naso, Emily Weston Kannon (Torches)
Patterson Kannon (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - TBA Team 5 (Walker/Coleman)

Altar Flowers
Bill & Carol McRee

Nursery Helpers
Flint & Cynthia Harding

Fellowship on the Lawn

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin
Larry & Jo Etta Chewning

Flower Delivery

Tenna DeBerry
Julia Buyck

Please Note: In addition to this schedule, all liturgical ministers have been provided with an individual schedule.
Schedules are also available at www.stjohnsflorence.org. All liturgical ministers are important to the service, the
congregation, the clergy, and the other liturgical ministers. If you are unable to keep your assignment, please
arrange for a substitute and then call the parish office to advise of the change. Thank you for your dedicated min-

istry to St. John’s.
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St. John’s Parish Calendar — January 2010

SUN Mo N TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Coming Up in February 1 2
Lessons for Jan. 3
Suppers for Eight begin ... See page 2 for information. Jeremiah 31:7-14
February 6 - Pre-Super Bowl Bash (ECW Winter Fundraiser) ... See page 3 for details. Psalm 84:1-8
February 16 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
February 17 - Ash Wednesday Matthew 2:1-12

4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30 - Choir Directors
Workshop
12:00 - DOK Board Mtg.

Lessons for Jan. 10

3| Manna House Sunday
Epiphany Celebration

7:00 am. 9:00 - Women’s Book Study
Men'’s Bible Study 10:30 - Holy Eucharist

8:00 - HE Rite | 11:00 - Bible Study

9:00 - Parish Breakfast
9:45 - Choir Practice

10:30 - HE Rite Il 6:00 p.m. - n_w\_%g_m Poynor 16,00 p.m. Isaiah 43:1-7
apter Choir Practice Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

10 8:00- HERite ! 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:30 -Faith Formation 9:30

9:45 - Choir Practice Women's Bible Study 10:00 -Marie Gregory ﬁoo,m_a_ wmoo - Women's woox Study _.mmmo_._m for Jan. 17
10:30 -HE Rite Il . Men'’s Bible Study 10:30 - Holy Eucharist Isaiah 62:1-5
. o Poynor Room Chapter Meeting . . :
4:00 - Children’s Ministry Poynor Room 11:00 - Bible Study Psalm 36:5-10
Parent Meeting 6:30 . 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
5:00 -Youth Group Women’s Bible Study 6:00 p.m. John 2:1-11
6:00 -Epiphany Concert | poynor Room Choir Practice
R R R R R ———_—_—_—_—_
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:00 -HE Rite | 9:30 7:00 a.m. _
9:30 -Faith Formation | Women's Bible Study Men's Bible Study 9:00 - Women's Book Study Lessons for Jan. 24
9:45 - Choir Practice Poynor Room 10:30 - Holy Eucharist Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
30 - i 11:00 - Bible Study e
10:30 -HE Rite Il . . Psalm 19
Annual Meetin 5:30 - Vestry Meeting S
u Ing 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
5:00 - Youth Group 6:30 . 5:30 6:00 p.m. Luke 4:14-21
6:00 -Epiphany Concert | Women's Bible Study Daughters of the King Choir Practice

Poynor Room

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
. 9:30

8:00 - HE Rite | D 7:00 a.m. Lessons for Jan. 31
9:30 - Faith Formation | women's Bible Study Men's Bible Study 9:00 - Women’s Book Study Jeremiah 1:4-10

AE - Cho : Poynor Room 10:30 - Holy Eucharist :
9:45 - Choir Practice ) Psalm 71:1-6

: : . 6:00 p.m. 12:00 - Newsletter Items Due 1Corinthians 13:1-13
5:00 - Youth Group Women’s Bible Study Choir Practice : Luke 4:21-30

6:00 - Epiphany Concert | Poynor Room




Staying in Touch — Birthdays and Anniversaries

2 - Mattie Weldon, Liz Worn
5 - John Chase, Sr.
6 - Susan Cantey
7 - John Coleman, Pat Patterson
9 - Blair Cooper
10 - Raymond Matthews
11 - Grace Patterson

13 - Nancy Matney, Diane Morris, Paul Stewart

14 - Joan Burkett, Anna Weston Patterson, Rebecca Patterson, Charles Spears
18 - Harry Patterson

19 - Diddy Anderson, Jimmy Johnston

20 - Kristi Horger

22 - James Schofield

23 - Anne Ervin .

24 - Bob Garey, Abigail and Henry Long, Mims Weldon Q

25 - Kay Fryman

26 - Lillian Coleman

27 - Jake Asger, Sheila Tetley

28 - June Cochrane, Marg Mueller i

29 - Coleman Buckhouse 5 (

b &

Anniversaries

2 - Luke and Betty Brunson
3 - John and Jane Chapman
4 - Benton and Suzanne Dargan
8 - Shot and Rett Padgett *
15 - Clay and Charlotte Smith .
19 - Haigh and Betsy Porter
20 - Jay and Gailey Saleeby +
28 - Allen and Josie Wood __ /10121
29 - Bruce and Bea King

~

St. John’s Episcopal Church 252 S. Dargan Street  Florence, SC 29506
Phone: 662-5585 Fax: 669-9443 Web: www.stjohnsflorence.org Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00-4:00

All Staff: stiohns@stjohnsflorence.org Kitty Daniels, Financial Secretary
kdaniels@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Ken Weldon, Rector
kenweldon@stjohnsflorence.org Susan Hearon, Receptionist
shearon@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Ron Hiester, Associate for Pastoral Care
jhiester@sc.rr.com Charlotte Smith, Youth Minister
csmith@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Kay Fryman, Deacon
kayfryman@aol.com Tammy Williams, Parish Secretary & Minister of Music
twilliams@stjohnsflorence.org
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Just for Fun: Bible Games for Everyone

Anagrams — Books of the Bible

) g YeLeydaz - azeylieyd SUBWOY - SIeWUo
Unscramble the letters to find the hidden word. winyen - uewny sueisayd3 - uisdasyse
suerddijiyd - jediduidiys yeiueydaz - eulydazey
seesign moodytenure SURISSO]0D) - SUOS[RI20S suenejes - urebeise|
E— i —_— SMaIgaH - MaJysaq UOIR[aASY - BISIUBIOIA
hemwatt hobaida SOISRISB[00T - $9SS80083[11  SUOIRIUBLLIET - S1Se)eulloU
usedox ijeerham ©asOH - aoyse [a1ueq - pajieu
. - ) — uowa|iyd - uorjdway SNOIIIAGT - ANINISIA
visitclue __ ‘hemplion - yelwaiar - weylasl SNPOXJ - Xopasn
nailed ashoe Ue1peqo - epreqoy M3UNEA - iemway
. . Awouolsinag - ainuaripoow SISaua9) - ubisass
nominaltaste tileaccesses
. uonnjo
violentera beshrew Hnios
lastagain socialsons
hazephina shipinpipal
asheepsin human
onmars chairhaze
- Bulletin Bloopers
Ve

~ " The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a
friendship that began in their school days.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fel-
lowship Hall after the BS is done.

Can you help Moses find his way
through the wilderness to Mount Sinai?

)

When you've reached
Mount Sinai, color in
the pictures!

SundaySchost Recovrces co.uk

15



St. John'’s Episcopal Church NShS'E;%ztaong'

252 South Dargan Street PAID
Florence, SC 29506 Permit No. 20
(843) 662-5585 Florence, S.C.

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known

Timely Reminders

MANNA HOUSE SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 7 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
e Bring a contribution for Manna House and place Sunday, January 17
it in the barrel in the narthex. Fellowship Hall

Following the 10:30 Service

This business-only meeting will include
the election of vestry members and
convention delegates.

Childcare will be provided.

Please make every effort to attend this
important annual gathering.

Nominations for vestry members and
convention delegates are due in the office
by Monday, January 11.




