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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays   
8:00 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Morning Prayer, 1st Sundays 
 

Thursdays  
10:30 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist and Healing Service 
 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Wednesdays  

7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study 
 

Thursdays  
9:00 a.m. - Women’s Book Study 

(nursery available by request) 
 

11:00 a.m. - Bible Study 
 

Sundays  
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School 

(all ages; September-May; nursery) 

 
 

   
  By the time the next issue of The Good News is published, we will 
be well into the next phase of the Liturgical Year: the season of Lent.   
Lent is a season in which we are invited to embark on a journey: a 
spiritual journey through the last days of Jesus’ ministry and through 
his passion and death to the triumph of the resurrection.  We are invited 
to take this journey through both individual and shared prayer and re-
flection.  Shared discussion and study often lead to revelations about 
our faith, ourselves, and what it means to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 
  St. John’s offers four means by which we can share this journey.  
First, of course, is our corporate worship.  Second is the schedule of 
study opportunities held year round: the Thursday morning women’s 
book study, Wednesday morning men’s Bible study, and the women’s 
Bible study held on Mondays.  A third guide, specific to Lent, is the 
Henri Nouwen book study sponsored by the Primetimers.  See page 2 
of this newsletter for details.  Lastly, a parish Lenten retreat is planned 
for Saturday, March 14, facilitated by nationally acclaimed author and 
retreat leader Rev. Nancy Roth.  Information about this is on page 4. 
 
  Watch the mail for a packet of materials to guide your personal 
and family Lent devotions and disciplines.  If you have young children, 
there will be a second mailing filled with activities especially for this 
age group.  Additional suggestions can be found on pages 7 and 11. 
 
  Before packing for our Lenten journey, there is time for a few bon 
voyage parties.  Up first is the ECW’s Pre-Super Bowl Bash on Friday 
evening.  Tickets ($25) will be available at the door.  Treat yourself to a 
fun evening while supporting the ministry of the ECW. 
 
  Looking for a plan for Valentine’s Day?  How about dinner and a 
concert?  The Epiphany Concert Series concludes on February 14 with 
a 6:00 performance by oboist Claire Compton with Dr. Albert Roberts, 
Jr. at the organ.  There’s a Valentine treat for youth, too:  The EYC 
Valentine’s party is at 6:00. 
 
  The annual Pancake Supper and Talent Show is St. John’s version 
of Mardi Gras.  See page 3 for all of the details … and do think about 
signing up for the talent show! 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday ————    February 17February 17February 17February 17    
  

Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 
 7:00 a.m.  12:15 p.m.  7:00 p.m. 

Join us as we begin this journey of faith together.  

Program News ............................. 2 
Retreat Opportunities ................... 4 
Liturgy and Worship ..................... 6 
Keeping a Holy Lent..................... 7 
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February Calendar ..................... 13 

Come and Journey with Us 



 

 

2 

AID TO HAITI 
  
St. John's is going to make a donation toward the 
great and urgent need in Haiti through Episcopal Re-
lief and Development (ERD).  You may contribute to 
this donation in one of three ways.  All donations will 
be combined into one check and mailed to ERD.  
 
(1) Send a check to the parish office, made payable to 

St. John's.  Be sure to write "ERD" on the memo 
line. 

 
(2) When you buy your pancake supper ticket, in-

clude a little bit extra in the payment.   
 
(3) Bring a donation to the pancake supper and place 
   it in the basket that will be available.   

 
PRIMETIMERS SPONSORS LENTEN STUDY 

 
The Primetimers invites all parishioners to participate 
in a study and discussion of Henri Nouwen's book, 
Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular 
World, on the Thursdays of Lent.  The study will be 
held at 11:00, after the 10:30 Eucharist.  A soup lunch 
will follow at 12:15.  Books are available through the 
parish office at a cost of $10. A donation of $5 toward 
lunch would be appreciated.  The study will begin on 
February 18 and continue through March 25.  
 
PRE-SUPER BOWL BASH — FEBRUARY 5  

Tickets available at the door! 
  
This fun-filled winter event kicks off at 
7:00 in the fellowship hall, and features 
dinner, an auction, and wagering.  Tickets 
are $25.  Questions?  Contact Flo Vinson (662-
6361) or Kerry Rathbun (317-1630).  Proceeds will 
benefit ECW ministries and missions, both in the par-
ish and in the wider community.  Who knew a fund-
raiser could be so much, well ... fun!  Come check it 
out and bring your friends!  

 
MARIE GREGORY CHAPTER MEETING 

Change of location 
 
This month’s Marie Gregory Chapter meeting will be 
held in the Poynor Room at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 9.  All women of the church are invited.   
If you have questions or need a ride, please contact  
Peg Carpenter at 664-8810 or ccarpentar@sc.rr.com. 
 

CONCERT SERIES CONCLUDES FEB. 14 
 

Bowing to the Super Bowl, there will not be a concert 
this Sunday.  The Series concludes on February 14 
with a concert by oboist Claire Compton and organist 
Dr. Albert K. Roberts, Jr.  Please note that this con-
cert will be held in the church.  The concert begins at 
6:00 and a reception follows.  The concert is free but 
donations are appreciated.  Why not treat your Valen-
tine to dinner and a concert? 

Calendar at a Glance 
 
• Faith Formation Classes - Sundays, 9:30 
• Youth Group - Sundays, beginning at 5:00 
• Women’s Bible Study - Mondays, 9:30 & 6:30 
• Men’s Bible Study - Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. 
• Choir Practice - Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Study Group - Thursdays, 9:00  
• Communion & Healing Svc. - Thursdays, 10:30 
• Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:00 
• Manna House Sunday - 1st Sunday of the Month 
• Pre-Super Bowl Bash - February 5 
• Souper Bowl of Caring - February 7 
• Youth Super Bowl Party - February 7, 6:00 
• Marie Gregory Chapter Mtg. - Feb. 9, 10:00, 

Poynor Room  
• Communion at Methodist Manor - Feb. 11, 10:15 
• Epiphany Concert (oboe/organ) - Feb. 14, 6:00 
• Youth Valentine Party - Feb. 14, 6:00 
• Vestry Meeting - February 15, 5:30 
• Pancake Supper & Talent Show - February 16 
• Ash Wednesday - February 17 
• Thursday Lenten Study & Lunch Begin - Feb. 18 
• Daughters of the King - February 23, 5:30 
• Deadline for Newsletter Items - February 25 
 

Upcoming Events & Program News 

BENEDICT COLLEGE GOSPEL CHOIR 
Florence Darlington Technical College Auditorium 
Friday, February 5, 7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:30) 

 
No charge, but donations are requested for 

local homeless shelters. 



Party Time!Party Time!Party Time!Party Time!            
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Talent Show Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Talent Show Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Talent Show Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Talent Show     

February 16February 16February 16February 16  
  

The talent show was such a smashing success last year, that we’re making it a 
permanent companion of the annual pancake supper.    
 
We’re moving the event to the fellowship hall, but everything else will remain the 
same—including the return of Jay and Flo Vinson as the emcees.  We're looking 
for fearless souls of all ages to share their talents while the less adventurous of 
us dine on pancakes and all the fixin's.   
 
There are 12 five-minute slots available for performers.  Please sign up by Febru-
ary 10. (Note that there will be a rehearsal for all performers on February 14.) Ques-
tions?  Contact “Boo” Weldon at 407-4692.  
 
Last year’s performances included juggling; tap-dancing; guitar, piano, and harmonica music; 
singing; gymnastics; and an impression of Alvin and the Chipmunks.  All talents are welcome! 
 
Tickets are available after church on Sundays, in the parish office during the week, from St. 
John’s youth, and at the door on the 16th. 
 
TicketsTicketsTicketsTickets                                                                    ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule        

Adults:  $5                Take-out ONLY: 4:00-5:00 
Children 4-10: $3             Dine in AND Take out: 5:00-7:00 
Children 3 and under: free          The show starts at 5:30. 
There is a maximum charge of $25 per family.  
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Upcoming Events & Program News 

 
PARISH HALL STATUS REPORT & SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING LOCATION CHANGES 

 
Last week, some damage was discovered to the roof trusses in the parish hall. At this time, we do not yet 
know the full extent of the damage. We are still removing the decorative trim wood to be able to see the en-
tirety of the problem. A structural engineer has been on site and will continue to advise us as to what steps 
need to be taken to secure the building. We will advise the congregation as soon as we have a report.  
 
In the interim, the parish hall has been closed. No one should enter the parish hall from the outside or from 
the small lobby off the old kitchen. If you need something from that building, please let the office staff or 
sextons know. If you have any questions, please contact Pierce Campbell. 

 
Location Changes 

 
           Children’s Sunday School → Schofield Library 
           Children’s Chapel → Schofield Library 
           Allan Copp’s Sunday School Class → Chapel 
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RETREAT AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 
Diocesan ECW Retreat, February 12-14, St. Christopher  The Diocesan ECW Retreat is open to all women 
of the diocese. Bishop Lawrence will speak on the book of Ruth, and The Rev. Charlie Walton will serve as 
chaplain. A $50 deposit is required with registration. Registration forms are available at www.dioceseofsc.org 
and www.stbartholomews.org.  Due to construction at Camp St. Christopher, space is limited.  Rooms will be 
assigned on a "first come first served" basis.  Single rooms are not available.  The cost of the retreat is $175 per 
person.  Questions?  Contact Devvy Ridgill at (843) 861-1288.  
 
Quiet Day, February 20, Old St. Andrew’s Parish, Charleston  The Daughters of the King of Old St. An-
drew’s will sponsor a Lenten Quiet Day from 9:00-1:00 on this date.  The topic of the meditations will be “The 
Seven Fold Gifts of the Holy Spirit.”  Registration begins at 8:45 in Gilchrist Hall.  Lunch will be served at 
12:30.  There is no charge but offerings will be accepted. 
 
20th Annual Christian Men’s Retreat, February 26-28, Camp St. Christopher  Rob Rienow of Visionary 
Parenting will lead the conference, addressing the theme of  “The Visionary Man.”  Rob will cast a vision for 
men to trust the scriptures, lead their families, serve their churches and 
reach their communities For information and to register: celevel@aol.com 
or www.dioceseofsc.org.  The registration deadline is February 5 OR when 
250 registrants has been reached.  
 
Quiet Day, February 27, Holy Comforter, Sumter  The Daughters of the 
King of the Church of the Holy Comforter in Sumter will host a Quiet Day 
on February 27, led by Bishop Alden Hathaway. Bishop Hathaway is a re-
tired bishop of Pittsburgh who is now living in Beaufort. He was Bishop 
Lawrence's bishop when he was a priest in Pennsylvania, and he gave the 
sermon at Bishop Lawrence's consecration.  He is widely known as an ex-
cellent speaker and teacher and a devout man of God.  Both men and 
women are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Register at 
gini@holycomforter.net by February 20.  The day runs from 8:30 to 2:00 
with lunch provided for $7.  
 

Lenten Retreat, Saturday, March 13, St. John’s, Florence  The Rev. Nancy Roth - 
Episcopal priest, author, wife and mother, retreat and workshop leadership - is sought 
by churches nationwide for her powerful retreats. The day-long Saturday retreat will be 
coupled with teaching by Rev. Roth during Sunday school on March 14.  The retreat 
will use as its basis selected hymns of the Lenten season.  These poems “can beckon us 
into the presence of the divine.” They also reveal something about the historical periods 
in which they were written, as well as the spiritual outlook of their writers. During the 

retreat, we will explore the background of the texts and learn how they can be used in Christian formation and 
prayer.  The day will include guided discussion and reflection and, of course, singing the hymns. The nursery 
will offer planned activities for small children. Registration forms will be available soon.  Sign up early! 
 
Beginning Experience for Divorced, Separated, and Widowed, March 19-21, The Oratory, Rock Hill   
The Beginning Experience is an international Christian ministry to those grieving the loss of a loving relation-
ship due to divorce, separation, or death. It currently operates in 35 states and 8 foreign countries, and has been 
offered in South Carolina since 2001. For an application, e-mail historic@epiphanychurchsc.com, call (803) 
492-7644, or visit www.piety.com/tbe/pages/pressrelease.htm. 

Upcoming Events & Program News 

 
Retreat at 
St. John’s! 

 
Save the 

Date!! 

We need to find God, and he 
cannot be found in noise and 
restlessness.  God is the 
friend of silence.  See how 
nature - trees, flowers, grass - 
grows in silence; see the 
stars, the moon and the sun, 
how they move in silence.  
We need silence to be able to 
touch souls.      
       ~ Mother Teresa 
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LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRIES BOG & BBQ 

March 3 … Save the Date! 
 

Steve and Donna’s Place 
1719 S. Irby Street  • 11:00-2:00 and 4:00-6:30 

Chicken bog, BBQ, coleslaw, roll 
$7 per plate • delivery for 10 or more plates 

 
Purchase tickets at www.thelightonline.org or by 

calling Lighthouse at 629-0830.   
 

To volunteer your help, contact JoAnnn King at 
joannking@spiritcom.net or 629-0830. 

 
Lighthouse Ministries served over 2,100 families in 2009 
and provided … 
 
Basic Financial Needs Assistance 
$60,202 - Utility Assistance 
$9,422 - Diapers and Hygiene Kits 
$8,689 - Rent Assistance 
$3,111 - Ramps/Handrails/Lifts 
$1,202 - Traveler’s Aid 
$935 - Bags of Food 
$639 - Prescription Medication 
 
Supplies and Resources 
1,413 Bags of Food 
46 Sets of Clothing Vouchers 
84 Pieces of Furniture 
1,649 Referrals to Community Services 
1,779 Children’s Books 
8,110 Volunteer Hours 
 
Working Mothers Education & Support Program 
3,114 Diapers and Hygiene Kits 
89 Children Assisted 
69 Mothers Assisted 
38 Life Skills Classes Completed 
219 Money Management Sessions Completed 
 

Upcoming Events & Program News 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY REMINDERS 

 
• Super Bowl Party – February 7 

Meet at 6:00 at the Buckhouse home and 
hang out until halftime.  Bring your favorite 
tailgate food to share.  

• Valentine’s Day Party – February 14 
Dinner and fellowship from 6:00-8:00.  Bring 
valentines to exchange.  

• Sign-up Deadline for EPIC – February 15 
This March 12-14 retreat weekend is for high 
school students.  The cost is $125.  Contact 
Charlotte to sign up.  

• Pancake Supper & Talent Show – Feb. 16 
Students are asked to help set up, serve, and 
clean up for this annual fundraising event. 
Proceeds will benefit the people of Haiti. You 
can sign up for one of two shifts - unless you 
want to stay for the entire event. The avail-
able shifts are 3:30-6:30 or 5:00-8:00. Please 
wear jeans and a yellow, white, green, or 
purple shirt.   

• Don’t forget our regular meetings on the 
21st and 28th! 

 Middle School: 5:00-6:00 
Supper & Worship for All: 6:00-7:00 
High School: 7:00-8:00   

Bring your Bible and a friend! 

THE SC BAPTIST SINGING CHURCHMEN 
HymnsAlive: Our Heritage, Our Future 

 
featuring SerpahSong & Local Choir Members 

with Congregational Singing of the Great Hymns 
 

Monday, March 1, 7:00 p.m. 
First Baptist Church, Florence 

 
Free Admission—Mission Offering Received 

ST. CHRISTOPHER NOW ACCEPTING 
CAMP REGISTRATIONS 

 
Ice may be clinging to trees and power lines, but 
Camp St. Christopher is ready to take applications for 
summer camp.  Camps are available for children in 
grades K-12.  Students who will be 16 by the summer 
of 2010 are eligible to work as counselors. Those who 
will be 19 by the summer, or who graduated from 
high school in 2009, are eligible to be camp staff 
members. Camp details, cost, online booking, and 
downloadable registration forms are now available at 
www.stchristopher.org.  You may also e-mail to sum-
mercamp@stchristopher.org or call 768-1337.   
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The liturgical question and answer column that generally appears here is  
filled this month with something a bit different — a recipe.  The pretzel is a 
traditional Lenten food (see below).  Perhaps whipping up a batch of home-
made pretzels would be a fun activity when the next ice storm blows 
through … or as an Ash Wednesday teaching activity. 
 
The liturgical Q&A will return next month.  Please send your questions 
about Episcopal liturgy or terminology to twilliams@stjohnsflorence.org or 
call Tammy at the parish office. 
 
Ingredients  
1 cake yeast 
1-1/2 cups warm water 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 Tablespoon sugar 
4 cups of flour (1/2 whole wheat, 1/2 unbleached) 
 
Directions  
Dissolve the yeast into the warm water, then add the salt and sugar. Blend in 
the flour mixture. 
 
Knead dough until smooth. Cut into small pieces. Roll into ropes, and twist 
into desired shape. Place on lightly greased cookie sheets. Brush pretzel with 
1 beaten egg. Sprinkle with coarse salt. Bake immediately at 425° for 12 to 
15 minutes. (For hard pretzels, use only 1-1/4 cups water, and add 1/4 cup 
melted butter. Make pretzels smaller and bake until brown.) 
 
Recipe with frozen bread dough  
Thaw a loaf of frozen bread dough. Let the dough rise according to direc-
tions on the package. 
 
Divide the dough in half and place on a floured board. Cut each half into 
about eight pieces. Between your hands roll each strip into about an eighteen 
inch rope. Shape into pretzels and place them on a greased cookie sheet.  
Brush the tops of the pretzels with 1 beaten egg. 
 

 
PREPARING FOR 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 
If you have a hymnal at home, 
consider studying the hymn 
texts along with the scripture 
lessons and collect for each 
Sunday.  How do the hymns 
support the lessons, collect, 
and liturgical season?  How do 
the hymn texts reflect our be-
liefs and faith, and help voice 
our prayers?   
 
Hymns for Coming Sundays 
 
February 7 
686, 661, 539 
 
February 14 
7, 137, 134, 336, 618 
 
February 17 (Ash Wednesday) 
147, 314, 149 
 
February 21 (Lent I) 
142, 150, 635, 688 
 
February 28 
147, 598, 691, 318, 636 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy and Worship 

The pretzel has its origin as a food of Lent.  According to tradition, a young monk in the early 600s (some 
say 300s) in Italy was preparing a special Lenten bread of water, flour, and salt. (Remember: Eggs, milk, 
and butter were forbidden during the season.)  To remind his brother monks that Lent was a time of 
prayer, he rolled the bread dough in strips and then shaped each strip in the form of crossed arms, mim-
icking the then popular prayer position of folding one’s arms across the chest. The bread was then baked 
as a soft bread, just like the big soft pretzels one can find today.  

 
Because these breads were shaped into the form of crossed arms, they were called bracellae, the Latin 
word for "little arms." From this word, the Germans derived the word bretzel which has since mutated to 
pretzel.  



 
Keeping a Holy Lent 

 
Lent can be a big time commitment.  40 days of penitence and prayer?  In the midst of hectic daily life?  
Some people joke that they might give up Lent for Lent!  As one blogger put it, though, “a great part of Lent 
is putting the rest of our lives on the back burner so that we can really concentrate on our spiritual lives.”  
Reflecting on what it means to “give up” something, another wrote, “I need to focus, with as much clear-
heartedness as I can, on God and what roots me.”  What is it that truly gives life meaning?  Following are 
some suggestions for shaping a meaningful Lent.  They are culled from a variety of Web sources. 

 
Giving up or sacrificing something is not about pun-
ishment, penance, guilt, or giving up something for 
the sake of depriving yourself. It’s about stripping 
everything down, so that you are holding nothing 
between yourself and God.  It’s about remembering 
who we are, who God is. It’s about knowing that we 
hunger for nothing more than the Bread of Life. 
 
Instead of ‘giving up’, ‘take on’.  Start a prayer jour-
nal.  Schedule a specific time each day for spiritual 
reading and prayer.  Read the offices of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, either independently or with your 
family.  Volunteer where there is a need. 
 
Fast from a necessary thing. 
 
Be purposefully mindful of the life around you.  Be 
present to the people in your life. 
 
Make a commitment to attend church services during 
Lent and Holy Week.  Encourage your family to 
make that commitment with you. 

 
Crazy, busy schedules?  Lent can be a daunting chal-
lenge, especially for families with young children.  It 
is helpful to prepare for Lent by taking the rest of our 
lives down a notch so that we can take our prayer life 
up a notch.  Start by looking over your and your fam-
ily’s schedule and eliminate things that are not abso-
lutely necessary. This is the biggie — you simply 
cannot have your kids in every sport or special activ-
ity AND experience Lent in a meaningful way as a family. Before Lent begins, look over schedules and 
make any necessary changes. Discuss ahead of time any events that might put extra pressure or stress on the 
family and set schedules accordingly. Agree on a family day off each week for some down time.  If you 
can’t take an entire day off together during the week, then choose a morning or an evening — just some 
time that is “sacred” to your family when everyone will be home. 

 
Use the materials provided by the parish to structure a family devotional time.  Right after dinner, perhaps. 
 
Challenge yourself to go through the season without complaints.  Instead, reflect upon the sacrifice that Je-
sus made for you. 
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Cycling Through the Year 

Lenten Trivia 
 

• Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of 
shriving (to repent), when the faithful con-
fessed their sins to the local priest and received 
forgiveness before Lent began.   

• Historically, Shrove Tuesday marked the begin-
ning of the 40-day Lenten fasting period when 
the faithful were forbidden by the church to 
consume meat, butter, eggs, or milk. However, 
if a family had a store of these foods, they all 
would go bad by the time the fast ended on 
Easter Sunday. What to do?  Use up the milk, 
butter, and eggs no later than Shrove Tuesday.  
With the addition of a little flour, the solution 
quickly presented itself ... lots of pancakes!  

• Lent is 40 days long, but spans 46.  This is be-
cause Sundays are not counted as part of the 
season.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection and, therefore, considered sepa-
rate from Lent. (Lent does not include Holy 
Week, which begins on Palm Sunday.)  

• Lent (meaning spring or rebirth) was originally a 
time of study and preparation for adults wish-
ing to join the  Church through Baptism and 
Confirmation. 
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Following is a reflection upon the season by Christian educator Barry Blake.  More of his writings can be 
found at http://communiquejournal.org/q5_ccalendar.html.  Poetry, essays, and other reflective writings can 
be found at http://www.communiquejournal.org. 
 

L ent is a season that liturgical Christians are aware of, but others know in only the vaguest way. Well, Ad-
vent has caught on in the last couple of decades, and maybe it's about time for Lent. Even for those who go 

through its motions, it often feels like something we need reminding of. 
 
 I'm sort of glad: It's the least marketable church season in our culture.  It has to be, just because of its nature--
there's nothing to buy; it's all in what you don't do, what you don't consume. The perfect countercultural gesture. 
But it's not just the countercultural gesture that is so important, and necessary, about Lent.  It's that Lent is a true 
time of celebration … just of a different kind than we're used to. 
 
 We're right in the middle of that time of year that the church considers 'high.' It all starts with Advent, four 
Sundays before Christmas, then goes through Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost, ending with Trinity Sun-
day, the Sunday after Pentecost. Then the rest of the year is 'low.' 
 
 This time of penitence and fasting doesn't seem too 'high' at first. It's hard to feel formal and celebratory 
when, as some do on the opening Wednesday, we wear a cross of ash on the forehead; throughout, some folks 
give up meat of one kind or another, and perhaps 'give up' something else, like chocolate or caffeine; one year I 
drank only water. This is carried from a time when penitents went to Rome and fasted 40 days; today we talk of 
'remembering what Christ gave' whenever we feel a craving for those nonessentials, we talk of that remem-
brance pointing us to meditation of his great forsaking of heaven's glory. A little self-denial is more than just a 
nice thing in this glutted age. It's a celebration. 
 
 We understand that Advent is a time of richness, when we adorn our houses and bodies with deep rich jewel 
colors, green against red, shimmering gold against black, to celebrate our Christ's birth and a new chance; when 
we surround ourselves with family and old friends; when we give each other lavish gifts in remembrance of that 
great lavish gift of a savior; when we overwhelm our appetites with thick meats and spiced wines, and fill our 
nostrils with pine and firewood and cinnamon and chocolate: the heavy robes of plenitude. These are things we 
do instinctively and rightly. 
 
 And later on, come Easter, we'll bring out our bright pastel colors--or perhaps, symbolically, buy new ones--
and clothe and surround ourselves with things that remind us of new life; we'll eat a glazed ham, that cheeky 
reminder of a new covenant; we'll fill our houses and worship-places with flowers and pictures of flowers, but-
terflies, rabbits and eggs--explosions of sunlight- and sky- and chlorophyll-colors. 
 
 But some folks have trouble seeing the holiness of these lavish celebrations, and it seems to me that often 
they are the very folks who have trouble seeing the mellow glory of the grey season, the lean season. 
Lent is the time when we recognize the beauty of sackcloth and ashes; when our food is a plain contrast to the 
rich meats of feast-time; when the clothes we wear are simpler; when we spend perhaps more time alone to con-
template the coming tragedy and triumph; we echo Jesus' days of fasting, and all the fast-days of all people who 
needed him, and who turned to the great God of Israel for mercy. 
 
 Just as the Magus (wise man) in us responds to his coming with feasts and gifts, and as the Apostle in us re-
sponds to his resurrection with hearty singing and clean exuberance, so the Prophet--and the Ninevite--in us re-
spond to his great sacrifice with austerity and straightness of face. 
 
 Deep down inside our marrow is the suspicion that everything matters. Our very instincts tell us that we can 
praise God with everything we do--that all of life is a great ceremony. Time and again the Lord prompts us to 
make our dress, our table, our business, our house, our thoughts, in the shape of our devotion to him. 

Cycling Through the Year 
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IN MEMORIUM  

Please remember in your prayers the families of Freeman 
Parker, Neil McDonald, and Michael Randolph, all of 
whom died in recent weeks.  Dr. Parker, Mitch Parker’s 
father, died on January 19.  Mr. McDonald, Tom McDon-
ald’s father, died on January 27.  Mike Randolph, husband 
of Kay, died on January 29.  May their souls and the souls 

of all the faithful departed rest in God’s holy peace. 
 

PARISH TRANSFERS 
 

In recent months, we bid farewell to two St. John’s families, and offi-
cially welcomed another who has been serving among us for several 
months.  We give thanks for the gifts and ministry that all of them 
brought and will bring to our parish family. 
 

Transferred Out of the Parish  
Caroline Cunningham McKillop 

to The Church of the Holy Cross, Sullivan’s Island 
 

Tom and Mary Courtney Rogers 
to First Presbyterian Church, Florence 

 
Transferred Into the Parish  

Nell Yochum 
from All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Florence 

 
GOD’S LOVE BLANKETS 

 
There are insufficient shelters in Florence to ensure a place to sleep 
for those who may find themselves homeless.  Short-term shelter is 
available for only four nights of each month, and there are waiting 
lists for long-term shelter.  As winter weather sets in, the outlook for 
the homeless is bleak indeed.  A group of St. John’s seamstresses is 
forming to sew VERY SIMPLE blankets of fleece backed with water-
proof fabric to hand out to those in need.  We are also looking for do-
nations of supplies and money to purchase the same.  Please contact 
Sara Stewart at 229-8999 / sbsatty@sc.rr.com, or Lori Worn at 773-
8268 / lworn@sc.rr.com to volunteer or donate supplies.  Please make 
your checks payable to St. John’s Church to donate money. 
 

NEW HOTEL OFFERS SPECIAL CHURCH RATE 
 
Comfort Suites is opening this month at 2120 W. Lucas Street. 
Churches are being offered an introductory rate of $69.99 (plus tax).  
The rate is good through May.  If you are planning a family event and 
need to arrange local accommodations, you can get this rate by call-
ing the reservation desk at 662-5295 and asking for the Church Rate. 
The rate does not apply to group meetings.  If you need more than 10 
rooms, ask to speak with the general manager, Isaac Lewis. 

 

 
KUDOS 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Boyd 
Richardson and Larkin Skinner, both 
of whom earned seats in this year’s All 
State Orchestra, to be held at Furman 
University later this month.  Boyd will 
play violin with the orchestra; Larkin 
will play viola.  Seats are limited and 
are won by audition. Boyd is the son 
of Thomas and Kam.  Larkin is the son 
of Roland and Julianne. 
 
MANY THANKS to all who delivered 
Meals on Wheels the week of January 
11-15: Coleman Buckhouse, Joe 
Chaplin, Kathy and Marty Chmielecki, 
Kay Floyd, Harry Greenleaf (parish 
MOW coordinator), Red Hodge, Mary 
Jackson, Agnes Willcox, and Bob 
Youngblood.  Meal delivery is an ex-
ample of Baptism in action! 
 
GREAT APPRECIATION is extended to 
the members of the Marie Gregory and 
Mamie Poynor chapters, the Young 
Folks and Young Families, the vestry, 
and the ECW who provided food for 
and prepared the receptions for this 
year’s Epiphany Concert Series.  The 
time, care, and effort given resulted 
not only in tables of tempting treats, 
but, more importantly, in the creation 
of a warm and welcoming atmosphere 
for concert-goers, the majority of 
whom are from other churches in the 
community.  Particular gratitude is 
given to Agnes Willcox, who coordi-
nated all of these teams and ensured 
that the reception for each concert was 
in good hands. 

~~~ 
 
We have much work to do, and the only 
ones to do the work are the people.  You 
and I are the people of the Body of Christ.  
Our work is before us.  May we seek crea-
tive ways to open the door for others.   

 
The Rev. Patrick J. Miller 
St. Mark’s, Houston, TX 

Staying in Touch 
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THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Ameé Aheart (friend of Lilda Rockwiley) 
Stephanie Barton 
Bill Bell (W.A. and Alice Bell’s son) 
Christy Blackstock (friend of Nancy Adams) 
Graham Blanton (Cynthia Harding’s uncle) 
Carlton and Doris Burke (Kathy Chmielecki’s parents) 
James D. Brown (friend of Betty Fowler) 
Elizabeth Cantey 
Jean Cashion 
Rachel Causey 
Laurie Chapman (sister-in-law of John Chapman) 
Fitz Chewning (Larry & Jo Etta Chewning’s grandson) 
Roy Chipley 
Marty Chmielecki 
Madison Christian (Ben Hankinson’s cousin) 
Sligh Commander 
Paula Drew (Relative of the Lilly family) 
Ethel Eckenstein (friend of several parishioners) 
Nathan Gasque (friend of Katie Richardson) 
Anne Hafer (daughter of Mary Jackson) 
Sandy Hanna (Eddie and Kay Floyd’s niece) 
Shirley Imbeau (friend of several parishioners) 
Karel Ivy (friend of Cynthia Harding)  

  Susan Jordan (Helen Campbell’s mother) 
  Bea King 
  John Preston Lash 
  Peg Logel (friend of the Weldons) 

Suzann Long 
Herman Madden (Clay Smith’s uncle) 
Kole Miller (friend of the Hardings) 
Fred Pack (friend of several parishioners) 
Emily Patterson 
Kathy & James Pierce (friends of Bunny & Jimmy Johnston) 
Susannah Prescott (young child of friends of the Weldons) 
Heather Rockey (Clare Callicott’s stepmother) 
Kerry Robinson (wife of Cynthia Harding’s cousin) 
Allen Rogers (former parishioner) 
Peyton Sables (Dick and Joyce SoJourner’s daughter) 
Nicholas Samra (Virginia Samra’s son) 
Paula Schofield 
Roy Skinner (Roland Skinner’s father) 
Kristin Slaughenhoupt (friend of St. John’s) 
Jim Spencer (Cecily Lilly’s father) 
Susan Usry (friend of Diddy Anderson) 
Jewel Vaught 
Sarah Walters (Kay Fryman’s aunt) 
Connie Watford (friend of Joel and Sandra Dekle) 
Jim Watson (father of “Boo” Weldon’s friend) 
Mary Layton Wells (friend of the Porters) 
Carrie White (Mary Hepburn’s aunt) 
Flora Anne Williams (friend of Rett Padgett) 
Lawson Wilds Williamson (Harry & Susan Cantey’s grandson) 
Nick Zeigler 

THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 

Elizabeth Bailey (Pelican House) 
Alice Bell (Cooke) 
Martha “Tot” Bryant (Methodist Manor) 
Lukie Brunson (Heritage)  

Fred and Lou Davies (Heritage) 
Frank Hedgepath (NHC HealthCare Parklane, Columbia) 
Suzann Long (Elmcroft) 
Elizabeth Mace (Southland) 

THOSE AT HOME 

W.A. Bell     Bebe Huggins   Charles Schofield        Elizabeth Spears  
Jean Cashion    Virginia Samra   Lib Smith (Covenant Place, Sumter)      

THOSE IN ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE 

Adam Chapman  (son of Eason and Mary Chapman)   Charles Kennedy (Pete Kennedy’s brother) 
Holly Schofield (wife of William Schofield)      Michael Shrout  (grandson of Ron & Jane Hiester)   
John Taft (friend of John Chase) 

THANKSGIVING FOR RECOVERY     

Sara Clemmons   Will Correll (Bob and Lee Garey’s grandson) 

Staying in Touch — Parish Prayer List 

AAAA    lmighty God, giver of life and health: Send your blessing on all who are sick, and upon those who minister to them, that 
all weakness may be vanquished by the triumph of the risen Christ.   

We commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad.  Defend them 
day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils 
which beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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IN THANKSGIVING AND LOVING MEMORY 

 
THE FOLLOWING GIFTS WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN DECEMBER 26, 2009 AND JANUARY 26, 2010. 

 

 
HERITAGE FUND 
In memory of Finley Lucas by Mrs. Sara Clemmons. 
In memory of Margie Smith by Mrs. Sara Clemmons. 
In memory of Stewart Gregg by Mrs. Sara Clemmons. 
In memory of Virginia Rogerson by Mrs. Sara Clemmons.  
 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Miss Kathryn Hook by Mr. and Mrs. John Cella, Jr.  
 
OUTREACH FUND 
In memory of Mrs. Joan Flenniken by St. John’s Parish Choir.  
 
SPECIAL GIFTS 
A gift was given in honor of Mr. Haigh Porter by Ms. Mary D. Porter. 
A gift was given to the glory of God by Joseph B. DuRant, on the occasion of his birthday, for the ministry of St. John’s 
Parish.   
 
 
 

M emorial gifts can be made to the general Memorial Fund, to one of the following funds, or to any area of parish life 
that you wish. Please note on your check to which fund you wish your gift to be designated so that it is sure to be 

used as you desire. Gifts given in thanksgiving or to honor an individual can also be designated to any of the funds listed 
below. 

     
 Building    Concert Series  Kanuga Weekend   Organ           Rwanda Mission  
 Choir    Garden    Library      Outreach         Smith King Music Memorial 
 Christian Ed.  Heritage    Mission Team    Rector’s Discretionary  Youth Ministry 
 

Staying in Touch 

 
Lent Ideas for Kids and Youth 
 

Lent is a time of ‘cleaning up’ our lives in preparation for Easter.  This is a good time 
to clean up your room.   After cleaning up, you might: 
 

• Take unwanted items to a charity shop (like Salvation Army) or recycle them. 
• Give unwanted toys and children’s books in good condition to a playgroup or to a doctor’s office. 
• If you find things that belong to others, now might be a good time to return them! 
• Share a smile. 
• Say “sorry” to someone whose feelings you have hurt. 
• Write the word ‘Sorry’ in felt-tip pen on pieces of paper and put them in a bowl of water. As you watch 

the words dissolve, ask God to forgive you for anything you have done wrong. 
• Write a letter to someone – or draw a picture – to say sorry.  
• Give your pocket money to a charity. 
• Say something nice about someone behind their back. 
• Skip a fast food meal and give the money to charity. 



Lay Ministry Schedules 

February 7, 2010 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany February 14, 2010 - Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Lay Readers  
  8:00 - Malloy McEachin (Lay Reader); Clergy (Chalice) 
10:30 -  Dan Ervin (Lay Reader - Morning Prayer)  
 
Ushers  
  8:00 -  Paul Stewart 
10:30 -  Jim Lyles, Pat Patterson, Thomas Richardson 
 
Acolytes  
10:30 -  Jake Asger (Crucifer) 
   Brooks Asger, Chanie Asger (Torches) 
   Christopher RockWiley (Clergy Cross) 
 
Greeter        Altar Guild  
10:30 -  Kay Randolph    Team 6 (Willcox/Samra)  
 
Nursery Helpers      Altar Flowers  
Flint & Cynthia Harding    Mary Jackson 
 
Fellowship on the Lawn    Flower Delivery  
Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin Jack & June Cochrane 
TBA         Mike & Beth Hopewell  

 
Lay Readers  
  8:00 - Bill McRee (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer) 
10:30 -  Peg Carpenter (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer) 
 
Ushers  
  8:00 -  Jim Wood 
10:30 -  Richard Walker, Ed Asger 
 
Acolytes  
10:30 -  Allan Copp (Crucifer) 
   Hixon Copp, Luke Carter (Torches) 
   Matthew Worn (Clergy Cross) 
 
Greeter         Altar Guild  
10:30 -  Elizabeth Caldwell    Team 7 (Thompson) 
 
Nursery Helpers       Altar Flowers  
David & Kristi Horger      James & Martha Schofield 
 
Fellowship on the Lawn     Flower Delivery  
Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin  Rett Padgett 
TBA          Susan Cantey 

February 21, 2010 - First Sunday in Lent February 28, 2010 - Second Sunday in Lent 
 
Lay Readers  
  8:00 - Dolores Miller (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)  
10:30 -  Roland Skinner (Lay Reader/Chalice) 
 
Ushers  
  8:00 -  Bob Garey 
10:30 -  Dick Bryant, Keith Buckhouse, Maitland Chase 
 
Acolytes  
10:30 -  Boyd Richardson (Crucifer) 
   Hannah Hopewell, Raymond Matthews (Torches) 
   Castle Anne Kennedy (Clergy Cross) 
 
Greeter         Altar Guild  
10:30 -  John & Kerry Rathbun  Team 8 (Patterson) 
 
Nursery Helpers       Altar Flowers  
Pete & Nancy Kennedy     John & Teena DeBerry 
           (donation for greenery) 
 
Fellowship on the Lawn     Flower Delivery  
Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin  no deliveries during Lent 
TBA           

 
Lay Readers  
  8:00 - Roland Skinner (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer) 
10:30 -  Elizabeth Caldwell (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer) 
 
Ushers  
  8:00 -  Malloy McEachin 
10:30 -  Larry Chewning, John Coleman, Benton Dargan 
 
Acolytes  
10:30 -  Bea Wach (Crucifer) 
   Hixon Copp, Emily Weston Kannon (Torches) 
   Cates Saleeby (Clergy Cross) 
 
Greeter         Altar Guild  
10:30 -  Mitch House     Team 1 (Buyck) 
 
Nursery Helpers       Altar Flowers  
Raymond & Adora Matthews    Keith & Coleman Buckhouse 
           (donation for greenery) 
            
Fellowship on the Lawn     Flower Delivery  
Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin  no deliveries during Lent 
TBA             

February 17, 2010 - Ash Wednesday 
 
Lay Readers                Ushers  
  7 AM - Sam Dargan (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)       7 AM   -  Joe Carson 
12:15 -  Dolores Miller (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)     12:15   -  Bob Garey, Harry Greenleaf 
  7 PM - Susan Cantey (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)       7 PM   - Sandy Bridges, Jimmy Johnston 
  
Acolytes                 Greeter  
  7 PM -  TBA                 7 PM   - Mitch House 
 
Please Note:  In addition to this schedule, all liturgical ministers have been provided with an individual schedule.  Sched-
ules are also available at www.stjohnsflorence.org.  All liturgical ministers are important to the service, the congregation, 
the clergy, and the other liturgical ministers.  If you are unable to keep your assignment, please arrange for a substitute 
and then call the parish office to advise of the change.  Thank you for your dedicated service to St. John’s. 
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6 Lessons for Feb. 7 
Isaiah 6:1-13 
Psalm
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Lessons for Feb. 14 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm

 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-43 

14 *Talent Show
 Practice 

 
Tim
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Staying in Touch — Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 - Virginia Samra 
2 - Sam Arthur, Margaret Hall 
4 - Antoinette Matthews 

6 - Lou Davies, Christopher RockWiley 
9 - Ann Bottomy, Daisy Buckhouse, Diane Welsh 

10 - Joe Carson, Bea Wach 
11 - Brianna Elizabeth Poston McCuaig-Hutchings 

12 - Win Walker 

13 - Cates Saleeby 
17 - Rives Hogan, Ben Zeigler 
18 - Bea King 
21 - Janice Baroody, Lyles McBratney, Zach and Kerrie Pittard 
23 - Hugh Willcox, Jr. 
25 - Pearl Chaplin, Lucas Chase, Martha McGee 

26 - Yarrow Babb 
28 - Belva Chase, Patrick Pittard, Kay Randolph 

Anniversaries 

3 - Dick and Marsha Bryant 

5 - Darryl and Gail Kirshy 
7 - Barry and Carrington Wingard 

14 - Keith and Lilda RockWiley 
16 - David and Jerry Nelson 
28 - Buzz and Rae Rogers 

   
   
   

Birthdays 

  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  ▪  252 S. Dargan Street  ▪  Florence, SC  29506 

 
Phone: 662-5585   Fax: 669-9443  Web: www.stjohnsflorence.org  Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-4:00 

All Staff: stjohns@stjohnsflorence.org 
  

The Rev. Ken Weldon, Rector 
kenweldon@stjohnsflorence.org 

  
The Rev. Ron Hiester, Associate for Pastoral Care  

jhiester@sc.rr.com 
  

The Rev. Kay Fryman, Deacon 
kayfryman@aol.com 

Kitty Daniels, Financial Secretary 
kdaniels@stjohnsflorence.org 

  
Susan Hearon, Receptionist 

shearon@stjohnsflorence.org 
 

Charlotte Smith, Youth Minister 
csmith@stjohnsflorence.org 

  
Tammy Williams, Parish Secretary & Minister of Music 

twilliams@stjohnsflorence.org 

 
O God, our times are in your 
hand: Look with favor, we pray, 
on your servants as they begin 
another year.  Grant that they 
may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in 
your goodness all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Are you looking for 
a unique but 
slightly mischie-
vous way to cele-
brate a friend’s 
birthday?  Keep 
St. John’s Flamingo 
Flocking in mind.  

Our youth are happy to accept a 
flocking mission on your behalf.  
Informational brochures are in 
the marble hallway near the bell 
tower room and in the narthex.  
Contact  Charlotte Smith to 
schedule a flocking: 
csmith@stjohnsflorence.org or 
618-2737. 
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Just for Fun:  Bible Games for Everyone 
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Bulletin Bloopers 
   
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.   

 --------------------------   
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric 

girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.   
--------------------------   

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  
--------------------------   
Today's Sermon: 'How Much Can a Man Drink?' with hymns from a full choir. 
--------------------------   
The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with 
any church. 

Ah! Wet 
Bleary 
Cube scrum 
Soon in 
Sleek 

Tell sin 
So evil! 
Pagers 
Debra 
In grave 

Anagrams — Food in the Bible 
Unscramble the letters to find the hidden word. 

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________ 

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________ 

Solution 
 
Ah! Wet - Wheat 
Bleary - Barley 
Cube scrum - Cucumbers 
Soon in - Onions 
Sleek - Leeks 

 
 
Tell sin - Lentils 
So evil! - Olives 
Pagers - Grapes 
Debra - Bread 
In grave - Vinegar 
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Check the Web site for ministry schedules and more parish news:  www.stjohnsflorence.org. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
252 South Dargan Street 

Florence, SC   29506 
(843) 662-5585 

To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 
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Timely Reminders 
 

Sunday, 
February 7 

  
DON’T FORGET 
THE SOUP POT! 

 
 
Please bring $1 (or more) to drop in the soup pot on 
Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday (February 7).  All 
proceeds will be divided between Manna House and 
Harvest Hope Food Bank.  To learn more about this 
nationwide program — the 20-year-old brainchild 
of a Columbia, South Carolina senior high youth 
group — visit www.souperbowl.org.  
 
MANNA HOUSE SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 7 

 
The first Sunday of the month is always Manna 
House Sunday.  Along with your dollar(s) for the 
soup pot, please bring canned or dry goods and 
place them in the Manna House barrel in the nar-
thex. 

Do We Have Your Numbers? 
 
Please help keep your contact information and 
church records current by making sure the fol-
lowing data is on file.  If you move, don’t forget 
to send your new address to the parish office.   
Thank you! 
 
� Correct mailing address 
� Home phone number 
� E-mail address 
� Birth and anniversary dates 

FREE ORGAN CONCERT—FEBRUARY 21, 4:00 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, SUMTER 

 
Felix Hell, a 24-year-old German organ virtuoso,  

is hailed as the “most well known young concert or-
ganist worldwide” and “undoubtedly one of the major 

talents of the century.”   


