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Sundays

8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite |

10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Morning Prayer, 1st Sundays

5:00 p.m.
Family Eucharist, 1st Sundays
(covered dish supper follows)

Thursdays
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist and Healing Service

Wednesdays
7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study

Thursdays
9:00 a.m. - Women'’s Book Study
(nursery available by request)

11:00 a.m. - Bible Study

Sundays
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
(all ages; September-May; nursery)

Feast for Jesus (Youth)

Advent Lessons & Carols

Parish Christmas Pageant
and Reception
Church Decorating

Christmas Eve Services

Christmas Day Service

Christmas Lessons & CarolsSunday, December 27, 10:30 a.m.

Parish Office Hours

Epiphany Celebration

Sunday, December 13, 6:00%.
Poynor Room

featuring music for harp R
(Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m.)

Sunday, December 20, 5:00 p.m.
Location to be announced

Wednesday, December 23, 9:00 a.m.

All helpers are welcome!

Special Music, 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.r
Holy Eucharist, 5:30 p.m. & 10:30 p.

Holy Eucharist, 10:30 a.m.

(Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m.)

Closed on December 24, 25, 28

Open 9:00-12:00 December 29 & 30

Closed December 31 & January 1

Sunday, January 3

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:30
Parish Breakfast at 9:00 a.m;
Fellowship Hall

—




Upcoming Events & Program News

Faith Formation Classes - Sundays, 9:30
Men’s Bible Study - Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m.
Choir Practice - Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Women'’s Study Group - Thursdays, 9:00
Communion & Healing Svc. - Thursdays, 10:30
Bible Study - Thursdays, 11:00

First Sunday Family Eucharist - Dec. 6, 5:00
Manna House Sunday - December 6

Marie Gregory Chapter Mtg. - Dec. 8, 10:00 at
the home of Kitty Cutler
Re:generate (high school) - November 13-15

Feast for Jesus - December 13, 6:00 (Youth)
Daughters of the King - December 15, 5:30
Primetimers (talk & lunch) - December 17
Deadline for Newsletter Items - December 18
Christmas Pageant & Reception - Dec. 20, 5:00
Men’s Mission Gifts Due - December 20
Vestry Meeting - December 21, 5:30

Church Decorating - December 23, 9:00

Parish Office Closed - December 28, 31, Jan. 1
Epiphany Celebration - January 3

MAY WE BORROW YOUR BAR STOOL?

The annual Epiphany Concert Series will kick off on

January 10. Based on last year’s attendance, we an-
16

ticipate the possibility of having to seat concert-gosg
upstairs (parish hall). The difficulty with this ar-

PRIMETIMERS DECEMBER GATHERING

! # 0%
% &'

St. John’s Primetimers invites all members of the
parish to its gathering on Thursday, December 17 at
which time The Right Rev. C. FitzSimons Allison,
Bishop of SC (retired), will continue the discussion
begun at the November 19 gathering.

Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at 10:30. Bishop
Allison’s talk will be in the Poynor Room at 11:00,
and lunch will be served in the fellowship hall at
12:15.

If you plan to have lunch pleasecall in your
RSVP to Marli Thompson (673-0152) so that
adequate arrangements can be made. Replies
are requested by Monday, December 14.

BUY BISHOP ALLISON’S LATEST BOOK

If you would like to purchase a copy of Bishop C.

FitzSimons Allison’s bookJrust in an Age of Arro-

gance you may do so through any of the following
means. The cost is $23.

Phone: (541) 344-1528

Fax: (541) 344-1056

E-mail: orders@wipfandstock.com

Jennifer Horning: Jennifer@wipfandstock.com
Web: amazon.com

rangement is that the balcony rail is too high for pe
ple to see over when seated in a regular chair. ré/e
hoping that bar stools might meet the need. We
would need to have the stools on hand from Friday,
January 8 through Sunday, February 14. If you hajg
one or more stools that you could do without for this
period and would be willing to loan them to the
church, please contact Tammy at 662-5585 or twil-
liams@stjohnsflorence.org. Thank you!

0

D

Looks like animated discussion! Look closely to find Sara Stewart,

David Wach (back center group), Marli Thompson, Sam Dargan (back
right), Gene Fryman (front right), Pete Kennedy and Fr. Lance Ousley
(front left), Fr. Ken, Sheila Tetley (middle left), Cecily Lilly, Jay Vinson

(back left). (Kanuga Parish Weekend; see p. 5.)




Upcoming Events & Program News

NAT'L ALLIANCE ON MENTAL HEALTH
OFFERS FREE CLASSES

NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental lliness, will
offer a_freel2-week course to first degree relatives
an adult with a major mental illness. Family-to-
Family classes will be held in Florence beginning if
January 2010. The five major mental ilinesses to |
addressed are depression, bipolar disorder, schizo
phrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and schiz
fective disorder, as well as co-occurring brain and

UTO IS YEAR-ROUND THANKS

We are accustomed to hearing about the
United Thank Offering (UTO) Ingather-
ing each spring and fall, but do you know
that UTO is a year-round discipline of
gratitude?

of

L

e
- The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the Epis-

pbgappal Church for the mission of the whole Church.
Through UTO, men, women, and children nurture the

addictive disorders. Topics covered will be brain bj- habit of giving daily thanks to God. These prayers of

ology, psychiatric medications, communication skil
problem-solving skills, self-care, recovery, and ady
cacy. Class size is limited to 20 persons, and pre-
registration is required.

The course will be held each Sunday beginning on
January 10 through March 28 from 2:00-4:00 at Cq
tral United Methodist Church in Florence. For fur-
ther information or to register for the course, conta
Lou Hanna at Ibhanna3@joimail.com or 413-1500.
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sthanksgiving start when we recognize and name our
omany daily blessings. A short prayer of thanksgiving
leads to an offering in one’s UTO Blue Box.

The coins collected in individuals’ UTO boxes are

joined as one offering twice a year, on UTO Ingather-
ning Sunday. Every coin from every Blue Box is given

away in grants for ministries at home and overseas.
rtEvery cent a person gives, representing thankful
prayers, gives hope to people all over the world.

The United Thank Offering was founded by and has
been administered by women since 1889. The UTO
committee, which consists of one representative from
each of the nine provinces of the Episcopal Church, as
well as three at large representatives elected by the
former UTO committee, review all grant applications
and allocate funds. These funds help build churches
and schools, feed the hungry, clothe the poor, and pro-
vide shelter for the homeless. Our offerings alsp hel
provide care and support for those with physical, men-
tal, and emotional challenges.

Please consider being part of this ministry of gratitude
with your family. There are UTO blue boxes in the
narthex, hallways, and office. Please pick up one for
each member of your family and begin your daily dis-
cipline of thankfulness now. Home devotional guides
and brochures describing the purpose and ministry of
UTO are available in these locations, too.

By beginning this discipline of gratitude now we

will be ready with a tangible offering of our blessings
to present and share with those in need when the
spring UTO Ingathering is announced.

For more information, visivww.episcopalchurch.org/

o o o o Q o
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88377 _ENG_HTM.htm



Upcoming Events & Program News

i*******************************z
* *

: YOUTH MINISTRY REMINDERS :
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Mattie Weldon, Bea Wach, Evans Ousley. Groupies for the ‘: S :
musicians? (Kanuga Parish Weekend; see p. 5.) * *

I # ! 3- *

* 4 |) *

WHAT IS THE FEAST FOR JESUS? x 6 | X

* ' *

If you don't have children in grades 6-12, you may x $45 + 7/ , " :
wonder about the “Feast for Jesus” event listedonthe + + | %0 * ! *
parish calendar. Inits second year, this happening iia % 8 % ! % ,’{
Christmas celebration for middle and high school X Ind
youth. Charlotte Smith, Youth Minister, describes it ;\; :
as “a lovely evening where we dine with linens and x - $ 19 *
candles and celebrate the reason that we are brougt§ /- % X
together.” The gathering is fun-filled, to be sure, buti . % & (( X
it does not lose sight of its focus: Jesus is theoreas x $ )& *
for Christmas. ﬁ ) ’:
. . . . . * 7 % *

The evening includes dinner, fellowship, and a gift x $* % *
exchange. What Christmas party would be completé %) I
without a contest? Prizes will be awarded for the i :
coolest and tackiest Christmas sweaters. ; :
*x - ) * + $ ) *

THANKS FOR DINNER X | 9. X

* *

Heartfelt thanks to all who delivered Meals on Whee§ . % I 9 i
the week of November 2: Joe Chaplin, Kathy and  » ' *
Marty Chmielecki, Kay Floyd, Harry Greenleaf, Red ¥ X
Hodge, Mary Jackson, Chappell and Suzie Jones, ; . # - :
Bob Youngblood. * *
§ - % " : # :

CHRISTMAS OFFERING TO MANNA HOUSE § & - /- )3- ;{
* *

As is our custom, loose offerings at Thanksgiving ang $ 5 -3-)2- :
Christmas are designated for a particular outreach x ' -2- )< *
need. This year’s Christm_as_ offering will go toward : & & / :
support of the work and ministry of Manna House. : :
See the graphs on page 8 for a glimpse of the number *
of individuals and families served by Manna House. i I
*

1 2.2.2.0.2.0.0.8.0.0.0.2.0.9.0.9.0.8.0.0.9.0.0.9.¢.0.0.0.0.¢ 0
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Growing in Faith and Fellowship

Fr. Lance Ousley

()% >+

lue skies, colorful leaves, crisp nights, and mild dagsided the set-

ting for our parish weekend at Kanuga, November 6 — 8. té\ciglens,
and children enjoyed wonderful fellowship. Our speaker, Fattwece Ou-
sley, from St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Wharton, Tasaght us that
each day of our lives is about stewardship. It is aboutedationship with
God. As that relationship grows, we will understand nadr@ut using the
gifts of time, talent, and treasure God has given ¢b edus as a means of
expanding and caring for His kingdom on earth. Each dayime to thank
God for the many resources and blessings He has given us.

The teens worked with Charlotte Smith doing Bible studiingiall around Kanuga, and just being together!

Lori Worn and Lilda RockWiley were leaders for the cteldiand helped
them make birdfeeders by recycling plastic milk jugs aneGog them
with leaves, pinecones, etc. collected on a natulle whe teens and
children learned more about being good stewards of all Gogivexrs to
us, including animals and our environment.

Our talented musicians for the weekend were Mark MosRBlelgecca
Moseley, and Matthew Eldridge from Holy Comforter im&ar. They
offered many opportunities to worship through music by teaching us
some new songs and leading old favorites during the emtie&end.

In response to our theme of stewardship for the weekieadffering col-
lected on Sunday morning was donated to help treat the logduetih-

(I-r) Castle Anne Kennedy, Mary Elwyne Ken-
nedy, and Daniel Allen show off their birdfeed-
ers.

lock trees that are so much a part of Kanuga. The heagsbeen at-
tacked by a devastating insect that will destroy the helmlon 5-7 years
without treatment. This was a perfect applicationofor new understand-

ing of taking responsibility to care for God’s creations.

Many people in our parish helped to make the weekend possibéeldition
to those already mentioned, we want to thank Fatherfétesrranging to
have Father Lance Ousley as our speaker for the weeRemdmy Williams
made our special nametags, and Susan Hearon coordinatéthallfood.
Thank you to all who brought food to share and to Maudi Klarshall
Thompson and Sheila Tetley who kept snacks organizedvaildlde during

our meeting/fellowship times. Grace and Pat Patterses@ae of our musir

cians, Matthew Eldridge, a ride to Kanuga, and Grace prepayeshglist of
options for Saturday free time. Our deacon, Kay Fryrhalped to coordi-
nate the music and readers for our services of CompiideEucharist. Also
we appreciated the funds that several people gave to ftblgaholarships
and expenses for the weekend. Many thanks to all ofgromdking this
Kanuga weekend possible. We are richly blessed at Stslohn

Lilda RockWiley and Andrew Daily revel in
the crisp fall air.

If you were not able to go on the Kanuga Parish Weekead ¢, please plan to join us for the next one.
Watch the newsletter for more details that will benang soon about the dates for next year.

~ Kathy and Mitch House (your golf cart driver)




‘Tis the Season: Christmas Events and Reminders

House of Hope Men’s Mission Manna House Needs Volunteers

House of Hope provides a bed and meals to men whdanna House is in need of volunteers to serve dinner
have fallen upon hard times and are committed to reon Christmas Day (11:00-12:00). If you can help,
building their lives. Since 2004, St. John’s has please call 667-6077.

adopted the residents of this mission at Christmas

time. Parishioners provide gifts of clothing and other Church Decorating - December 23, 9:00
items to these men who are striving to reclaim dignity

: : ., All helping hands are welcome as we hang the greens
Il without th t of family. . ; :
and independence, all without the support of family and bank the poinsettias for Christmas. Decorating

How does “adoption” work? will be directed, so don’t worry if you aren’t artisti
cally inclined. Help with clean-up is always needed,

You will be provided with the name of a resident, hisyo4 " come join the fun and be part of the transforma-
clothing and shoe sizes, and a list of suggested giftSijon of our worship space.

After purchasing the gifts, wrap them as you would Worshi
for a member of your family, tag them with the resi- orship

dent’s name, and bring the items to the parish office See the cover page for a complete Christmas season

or to church (drop them in the narthex) $ynday, worship schedule. (Note that the nursery will not be
December 20 The youth will deliver the gifts before available on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Chil-
Christmas Eve. dren are welcome at worship!

To obtain names and sizes, call the parish office or
sign up at church on Sunday. Written instructions
will be provided when you sign up.

Sounds of the Season

Masterworks Choir: A Glorious Christmas
Thank you for helping us take the spirit of ChristmasSunday, December 13 at 4:00 and 8:00

beyond the walls of St. John's. Central United Methodist Church, Florence
An all-Poulenc program will include music for organ,
God’s Love Blankets orchestra, and soprano.

There are insufficient shelters in Florence to enaureHandel's “Messiah”

place to sleep for those who may find themselves December 20 at 4:00 (doors open at 3:30)
homeless. Short-term shelter is available for only Holy Comforter Ep.iscopal Church '
four nights of each month, and there are waiting Iista13 N. Main Street. Sumter

for long-term shelter. As fall and winter weather se ' ’
in, the outlook for the homeless is bleak indeed. Advent Lessons and Carols at St. John's
A group of St. John’s home sewers (as in sewing, nE¥ecember 20, 10:30; featuring music for harp
wastewater collection) is forming to sew VERY _ _

SIMPLE blankets of fleece backed with waterproof SPecial Music at St. John’s

fabric to hand out to those in need. We are also  Christmas Eve, 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.
looking for donations of supplies and money to pur-St. John’s choir will be joined by a string quartet,

chase the same. trumpets, and sopranos Anne Lewis (daughter of
Donald and Jane) and Anna Lyles (daughter of Jim
Please contact Sara Stewart at 229-8999 or and Kelly) for a pre-service program of traditional

sbsatty@sc.rr.com, or Lori Worn at 773-8268 or  carols.
lworn@sc.rr.com to volunteer or donate supplies.
Please make your checks payable to St. John’s Christmas Lessons and Carols at St. John’s

Church to donate money. December 27, 10:30; congregational carols



‘Tis the Season: Christmas Events and Reminders
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Epiphany Celebration - Sunday, January 3; Breakfast at 9:00

In accordance with the Book of Common Prayer, theestef the Epiphany (which is January 6) will be cele-
brated on Sunday, January 3. Join us for our annual &pyBreakfast at 9:00 in the fellowship hall. The
Epiphany is a principal feast of the Church; such fda&es precedence over any other observance. The
Epiphany commemorates the journey of the Magi to Bethiediiéer Jesus’ birth and ushers in the Epiphany
season, during which we recall events in Jesus’ eaglyHdt revealed his divinity.

Poinsettias

An order form is provided on page 19 for those who wish t@t#poinsettias or greenery in memory of or in
honor of loved ones. The completed forms with accaowipg checks can be placed in the offering plate on
Sunday or mailed to the church.



Faithful Living

MANNA HOUSE SENDS THANKS
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~ The Anglican Digest, Winter 2009, p. 28 ~




Liturgy and Worship

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ADVENT WREATH? $.5$3.4,) 1.

The Advent wreath is a long-standing Christian tradjtlaut its actual ori- 6,3% >1. 243%
gins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christiam&ec peoples us- +

ing wreathes with lit candles during the dark December dayssign of
hope in the coming extended-sunlight days of spring. Duringewmonths

: o o 6 %
in Scandinavia, lighted candles were placed around alydrekprayers
were offered to the god of light to turn “the wheetlwd earth” back towarc
the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth.

By the Middle Ages, Christians had adapted this tradaiwhused Advent =,%
wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation fonsbmas. After all, Christ 6 D)
is “the Light that came into the world” to dispel the dass of sin and to +

radiate the truth and love of God (cf. John 3:19-21). =

Following are brief explanations of some aspects@ftteath’s symbolisn

The circle of the wreath symbolizes the eternitgoftl, the immortality
of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. 23 21/

Advent wreathes are traditionally made of some typaigture of ever- -
greens (fir, spruce, juniper, holly, etc.), symbolizihg tontinuation of | 3< 3/ ?.3
life in the midst of darkness.

Advent wreaths traditionally include three purple candled one pink C! D E
candle, which are arranged evenly around the wreathndtss! in this |3 /3 2. 32 / 33

column last month, some churches have moved to blue-catetles
instead of purple.) Some traditions hold that each weglesents one :C S*E
thousand years, adding up to the 4,000 years from Adam anghElve | <. <9 / <

the birth of Jesus.

One purple candle is lit during the first week of Advéw in the sec- C E

ond week, three (two purple and the pink) in the third waed,all four <2 <9 |/ 3

during the fourth week. The gradually increasing light symbslthe

approach of Christmas and the birth of Jesus, the bifythte world. @ Cct D E
. L : 9<9/3 2< ?<2

In many churches, a large wreath is blessed at the liegiofthe liturg 3 < <2

on the First Sunday of Advent. Families can use alemadlvent wreatt
in their homes, which they themselves can bless. iliéamare encour-
aged to gather around the wreath daily for Advent prayerseaatings,
perhaps at the evening meal, lighting the appropriate nurlcandles
for each week. (The booklets mailed to parishioners béffbanksgiving
offer devotional suggestions.)

Some traditions assign specific symbolism to eachetandles: (1) The Prophet's Candle, symbolizing
hope; (2) The Bethlehem Candle, symbolizing faith; (3 $hepherd’'s Candle, symbolizing joy; (4) The
Angel’'s Candle, symbolizing peace.

Some churches add a fifth candle (white) in the middieivreath for Christmas Eve or Day; others con-

tinue using the same wreath throughout the Christmaso8gereplacing the colored Advent candles with
fresh candles that are white or gold, symbolizingatineral of Christ, the light of the world.

Do you have a question about the Episcopal liturgy or terminology@nd it totwilliams@stjohnsflorence.org
or call the parish office. Your question will be addressedhis space in the next issue of The Good News
9




Cycling Through the Year

Bible Study: Notes on the Lessons for Advent

With the First Sunday of Advent, we begin anew the cyélthe liturgical year. The November issue of
The Good Newsffered a review of the liturgical (or church) yeargudsing upon the season of Advent.
Dr. Robert Crouse describes the liturgical cycle asteeqaof “proclaiming the Word of God, day by day,
week by week, year by year.” He goes on to say thahatWe have in that [cycle] is not a random selection
of readings, but a coherent series of texts, in whigiste and Gospel lessons interpret and supplement each
other, and in which there is a continuous, logical dgwekent of teachings from one week to the next. Each set
of texts builds upon the thought of the preceding set,pamts ahead to the one that follows. ... Anglican
spiritual nurture is basically a matter of hearing ghclamation, following that pattern, year after yaar-
derstanding perhaps a bit more each time, and each timfereing our lives a bit more closely to its truth.”

The system of texts building upon texts applies not tinthe les-
sons of one week to the next, but to the lessonsotf léargy. Consid- .
ering the readings for Advent, for example, we finat tsach Gospel 4%
reading for the Sundays of the season has a distiribevee: the
Lord’s coming at the end of time (First Sunday of Advedvhn the Baptist (second and third Sundays), and
the events that prepared immediately for the Lord’$il§fdurth Sunday). The Old Testament readings are
prophecies about the Messiah and the Messianic age pistle® contain exhortations and proclamations in
keeping with the different themes of Advent. Eaclspge and psalm build upon each other, pointing us to-
ward a particular truth or understanding of our salvatistory.

In the address from which the above quote was takems€rspeaks of the liturgies and readings of Advent:

The Advent season is multi-dimensional. It looks baaklin time to the coming of the Son of God
as the Infant of Bethlehem 2,000 years ago; it looks fortzatide end of time, to the consummation
of history in the coming of the Son of God as Judge. Buetiseyet another dimension of the most
vital importance for our spiritual life: Advent is abo@bd’s coming now, and our Advent lessons
encourage our hope and expectation of his presence irfieohete and now.

St. Thomas Aquinas, in the Prologue of his commentargaiah, speaks of these three dimensions
of Advent: the coming of the Son of Gadcarne in the flesh, historically; his coming mente in

our souls, now by grace; arl judicium at the judgement, at the end and as the end of history.
Paramount in our Advent lessons is that second dim@n€ibrist’'s Adventin mente the present
coming of the Word of God in our souls by grace. If you werlok at the lessons from that stand-
point, you would notice how in each case the Episdede underlines the present reference of the
Gospel lesson.

... And notice how those three dimensions are connectatstGltoming in the flesh, historically,
and his atoning work, is the basis of his coming to our sngsace; and his coming in judgment is
nothing other than the summation of all his comings inegea what we have made of them. “This
is the judgment, that light has come into the waaitil men loved darkness rather than light...” (In.
3.19) And so this season urges us to wake up, to cast off deukmeslothe ourselves in light.

As you study the lessons for the coming Sundays, cortbidee thoughts and open your mind and heart to
the powerful messages of promise and hope contained waitehthe marvel of the fulfilment of Old Testa-
ment prophecies and longings.

2 From an address by Dr. Robert Crouse, originally presented for the Prayer Book Society of Canada, Nova Scotia/Prince Edward
Island Branch Advent 2002 Institute, held at St. George’s Round Church, November 30, 2002. Robert Crouse is a noted Medieval
scholar, and a teacher and priest in the Anglican Church of Canada. Source: www.lectionarycentral.com/advent1/Crouselto4.html
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Cycling Through the Year

C) % -, /"0,
/ ) % ) %

These verses of Psalm 25 form an acrostic patterrost bf the

verses begin with a letter of the Hebrew alphabegjriming with % % &
alephand concluding withaw. Such devices are usually conside "~ % b #(
to be part of the repertoire of wisdom writers. In aaye; the psalr I %
is united by the themes wfiting andpath %

n *

First the theme okvaiting and trustAlready in the second vers ) &
we find a statement of trust. Along with trust comesiea that the % ) % #+
psalmist not be disappointed — a better translationti@hNRSV's &

“be put to shame.” The psalmist hopes that trust has jpleeed in ) #

the right one, namely God. In the next verse, v8rsee find the
element of waiting. Trust and waiting go hand in hand +ust in God is to wait on God; to wait on God is to
trust in God.

Verses 5 and 21 also stress the waiting of the psalmigérse 5 the psalmists asks for God’s guidance on
the way — “direct me along the way” might be a gooddiation, since the verb used here is from the saote r
as the wordvay or path.Looking to God is not passive, but waiting and trust manifesnselves by living in
the right way. In verse 21 the hope is that integnity aprightness will protect the psalmist while looking to
God for guidance.

As suggested, wait and hope are not only abstract ndtiotise psalmist but express themselves in learning
the right way and walking in it. This brings us to theosecthemepath,introduced In verses 4 and 5. Verses 8,
9, 10, and 12 continue this theme. Verse 4 is a general refpliested by the specific “lead me by your
truth” (rather than in your truth) in verse 5.

Along with the request for direction on the right pathfind a parallel plea — that God’s mercy and faithful-
ness will be shown to the psalmist. We do not alwaythdaight, so along with the need for guidance comes
the need for forgiveness. It is also the case thatimgabn the right path may not always be enjoyable and
popular; note verses 16-19.

The time of Advent is a time of expectancy, a tohavaiting and hoping. One of the lessons of this psalm i
that we are not to be twiddling our thumbs while looking tal, G if we are just marking time until God does
something. Rather, expectant waiting involves both tnu&od and walking according to truth. We might think
of expectant waiting as active waiting — living as a sigtrust in God and expectancy for what God will ac-
complish.

Given the commercialism and busyness of the Chrisseason, it takes discipline to find in this time a
space for expectant living.

* In its original form, each verse of this Psalm begins with a ssoaeketter of the Hebrew alphabet. It is the
first instance of an inspired acrostic or alphabetical song. Theraamember of theories as to why the psalm-
ist chose to use this device, ranging from it being a memory aidexprassion of devotion.

Dr. Perry B. Yoder, Commentaries on Advent Lectionary Scripture Texts, Year C
Professor of Old Testment, retired; Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary
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Staying in Touch

CONGRATULATIONS CELEBRATING NEW LIFE

Last o e We rejoice and give thanks for the safe delivery anth birCharlotte Perrin
P“ ’ McKillop andLucy June Long Charlotte was born on September 14 in Mount

G(;)r?g dNtﬁ;vf:r_kin Pleasant and is the daughter of Caroline Cunningham &nd\cKillop and
b granddaughter of Tim Cunningham. Lucy is the daughter of Micad

7 grclﬂgfés%nnd BOyd Theresa Long and granddaughter of Suzann Long. She walideember 19.
earned seats in PARISH PRAYER LIST PROCEDURE

this year’'s Regional Orches- _ _ e _
tra. When Regional Orchestrgrayer for those in need is one of our most critiemistries and one which all

was convened on November Of Us can incorporate into our daily lives. As part of thisistiy, we remem-
21, Boyd was named concertP€r in our corporate worship those who have requested bpesyar. To en-
master and Larkin won first Sure that those requests are honored most fully, sbaieges have been made

chair for the viola section.  in the way the prayer list is handled.

Both accomplishments are  pjgase he aware that the names on the Sunday prayerthi®se names spo-

impressive and resulted fromyen gi0ud during the Prayers of the People ... will be afehvweho are in im-

a combination of skilland e giate needek.,facing surgery in the coming week or newly admitted to the

hard work. hospital). The names of those who are dealing witg-term illness, extended

Boyd is the son of Thomas medical treatment, or other continuing needs are icdahe of the Daughters of

and Kam Richardson. Larkin the King, who pray on a daily basis for all who havguessted prayer. Clergy

is the son of Roland and and staff have also committed to praying for these psrea a regular basis.

Julianne Skinner. The complete prayer list will continue to be made awdd to all parishioners
via the monthly newsletter.

v, Frank ROgers’  pjease also be aware that our deacon, Kay Frymagphgacted family mem-
Brad Ii’alsley al- pers of individuals whose names were on the Sundagrisbbtained permis-
@ bum, "American gjo 1o proceed in this manner. Anyone whom Kay is urtabgentact will

Saturday Night,” remain on the Sunday list.
was nominated
for a Country Music Associa- SHOEBOXES ARE ON THEIR WAY

tion Award for Album of the
Year. Frank produced the al
bum. Jamey Johnson took
home the trophy, but we're
mighty doggone proud of
Frank, who is the son of Buz

_St. John’s contributed 53 shoeboxes to Operation Chigsthéd this year.
Along with all of the other shoeboxes from the Canadi, they have been
shipped to the Operation Christmas Child Processing Centrarlotte. Dur-
ing Decembergverygift that has been collected will be inspected and pegpar
zfor overseas shipment. Over 65,000 volunteers playeandhis process. Last

year, the Carolinas’ 620,230 boxes went to needy childrétbamnia, Angola,
?An;nzzs\(/ei”?dg;r&dﬁgg l(J)éen Ban_gladesh, Bu_rkina Fa_so, Central African Repub_lic, Cﬁmtpmbia, Do-
working as a producer and minican Repub_llc, Estonia, G_abon, _Honduras, Ir_1d|a, llama_lca, Jordan, Ka-
songwriter in Nashville since zakhstan, Latvia, Lelga_non, Lithuania, Macedonla, Malavalll,l\n/lorocco,
1G85, e e bEen ames Oﬁgklstan, Sudan, Tajikistan, Uganda, Ukraine, and Zimbabwe.

of the top ten producers in  Thank you to all of the St. John’s parishioners who dutied to creating a

country music by Billboard  |oving and potentially life-changing experience for a nestid overseas.
Magazine, and has written

several top 20 songs. His IN MEMORIUM

songwriting credits include : S
the #1 hitl'm Gonna Miss _/allh\_, Please remember in your prayers the familyiofinia Rogerson

e =%.7— Who died on November 19. Mrs. Rogerson was Ginny Willcox’s
E)Tyhsr;jsggis?gyng) (ESIEE mother. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest
' in God'’s holy peace.
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Staying in Touch — Parish Prayer List

THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Ameé Aheart (friend of Lilda Rockwiley)

Giles Arndt (Bill McRee's uncle)

Stephanie Barton

Bill Bell (W.A. and Alice Bell's son)

Joyce Booth (friend of several parishioners)

Tot Bryant

Carlton and Doris Burke (Kathy Chmielecki’s parents)
Elizabeth Cantey

Jean Cashion

Rachel Causey

Laurie Chapman (sister-in-law of John Chapman)
Fitz Chewning (Larry & Jo Etta Chewning’s grandson)
Roy Chipley

Madison Christian (Ben Hankinson’s cousin)
Sara Clemmons

Sligh Commander

Will Correll (Bob and Lee Garey’s grandson)
Jennifer Cox (friend of Mac James)

Fred & Lou Davies

Devon Dauvis (friend of Mac James)

Paula Drew (Relative of the Lilly family)

Ethel Eckenstein (friend of several parishioners)
Homer Gamble

Anne Hafer (daughter of Mary Jackson)

Sandy Hanna (Eddie and Kay Floyd'’s niece)
Shirley Imbeau (friend of several parishioners)
Karel Ivy (friend of Cynthia Harding)

Jerry James (Mac James’ brother)

Susan Jordan (Helen Campbell’'s mother)

THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

Elizabeth Bailey (Pelican House)
Alice Bell (Cooke)

Martha “Tot” Bryant (Methodist Manor)
Lukie Brunson (Heritage)

THOSE AT HOME

W.A. Bell
Jean Cashion

Bebe Huggins
Virginia Samra

THOSE IN ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE

Adam Chapman (son of Eason and Mary Chapman)
Holly Schofield (wife of William Schofield)
John Taft (friend of John Chase)

THANKSGIVING FOR RECOVERY

Judy Horton (friend of Sara Stewart)

Charles Schofield
Lib Smith (Covenant Place, Sumter)

Bea King

Peg Logel (friend of the Weldons)

Suzann Long

Herman Madden (Clay Smith’s uncle)

Neil McDonald (Tom McDonald'’s father)

Kole Miller (friend of the Hardings)

Fred Pack (friend of several parishioners)

Freeman Parker (Mitch Parker’s father)

Kathy & James Pierce (friends of Bunny & Jimmy Johnston)
Susannah Prescott (young child of friends of the Weldons)
Jerry Richardson (friend of Jimmy and Bunny Johnston)
Heather Rockey (Clare Callicott’s stepmother)

Allen Rogers (former parishioner)

Peyton Sables (Dick and Joyce SoJourner’s daughter)
Nicholas Samra (Virginia Samra’s son)

Paula Schofield

Roy Skinner (Roland Skinner’s father)

Kristin Slaughenhoupt (friend of St. John’s)

Elizabeth Spears

Jim Spencer (Cecily Lilly’s father)

Susan Usry (friend of Diddy Anderson)

Jewel Vaught

Sarah Walters (Kay Fryman'’s aunt)

Connie Watford (friend of Joel andSandra Dekle)

Jim Watson (father of “Boo” Weldon's friend)

Carrie White (Mary Hepburn’s aunt)

Flora Anne Williams (friend of Rett Padgett)

Lawson Wilds Williamson (Harry & Susan Cantey’s grandson)
Nick Zeigler

Fred and Lou Davies (Heritage)

Frank Hedgepath (NHC HealthCare Parklane, Columbia)
Suzann Long (Elmcroft)

Elizabeth Mace (Southland)

Elizabeth Spears

Peter McEachin (son of Malloy and Amy McEachin)
Michael Shrout (grandson of Ron & Jane Hiester)




Staying in Touch

IN THANKSGIVING AND LOVING MEMORY

THE FOLLOWING GIFTS WERE RECEIVED BETWEEN OCTOBER 28 AND NOVEMBER 26, 2009.

ALTAR GUILD FUND
In memory of Mrs. Margie Smith by the Marie Gregory Chapter.

EPIPHANY CONCERT FUND

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by the Marie Gregory Chapter.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Callicott.

In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Marion Lucas by Ms. Betty Tull and Mr. David McLeod .

MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of Mrs. Diane Clarke by Mr. and Mrs. Keith Buckhouse.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Dr. and Mrs. John Chapman.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mr. and Mrs. Keith Buckhouse.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by The Assembly of Florence.

In memory of Mrs. Finley Lucas by Mrs. Josephine Capers and Mrs. Adelaide Johnson.
In memory of Ida Dargan McMaster by Ms. Elizabeth Glazebrook.

In memory of Virginia Jordan Rogerson by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Walker.

In memory of Mrs. Margie Smith by Mrs. Betty Wilkinson.

SPECIAL GIFTS

A green dossal cloth was given by Mrs. Barbara Sylvester to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for April and all that she has
accomplished.

Memorial gifts can be made to the general Memorial Fund, to one of the following funds, or to any area of parish life _ that you
wish. Please note on your check to which fund you wish your gift to be designated so that it is sure to be used as you desire.
Gifts given in thanksgiving or to honor an individual can also be designated to any of the funds listed below.

Building Concert Series Kanuga Weekend Organ Rwanda Mission
Choir Garden Library Outreach Smith King Music Memorial
Christian Ed. Heritage Mission Team Rector’s Discretionary Youth Ministry

Analysis of General Fund: October 31, 2009

Murray Garber, Parish Treasurer

Actual Budget | Variance

Total Receipts
In past months, we have Concemrate Including pledges, plate contributions, | 465,668 | 431,564| 34,104
upon pledge activity only. Starting |transfers, etc.

with the month of November, the fi- | total Disbursements 515,766 | 472.949| (42,817)
nancial activity of the General Fund
will be reported on a monthly basis,

Excess Revenues Over (Expenses) (50,098) | (41,385) (8,713)

along with the familiar pledge activity ©3sh - Beginning of Year 37613 37613 —
Cash - October 31, 2009 2976| 11.689| (8.713)
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Lay Ministry Schedules

December 6, 2009 - Second Sunday of Advent

Lay Readers

8:00 - Bill McRee (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Billy McCrary (Lay Reader); Clergy (Chalice Bearer)
Ushers
8:00 - John Mclnnes
10:30 - Donald Lewis, Harry Logan, Jim Lyles
Acolytes
10:30 - Boyd Richardson (Crucifer)
Hannah Hopewell, Emily Weston Kannon (Torches)
Patterson Kannon (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - Allie Walker Team 5 (Walker/Coleman)

Altar Flowers
Jim & Kelly Lyles

Nursery Helpers
Flint & Cynthia Harding

Fellowship on the Lawn Flower Delivery

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin  Gaby Guyton
TBA Vicki Grantham

December 20, 2009 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

Lay Readers

8:00 - Peg Carpenter (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Choir Readers (Advent Lessons & Carols)
Ushers
8:00 - Paul Stewart
10:30 - Richard Walker, Ed Asger, Sandy Bridges
Acolytes
10:30 - Allan Copp (Crucifer)
Hixon Copp, Emily Weston Kannon (Torches)
Patterson Kannon (Clergy Cross)

Greeter Altar Guild

10:30 - Eleanor Carson Team 7 (Thompson)

Altar Flowers
Jack & June Cochrane

Nursery Helpers
Clay & Charlotte Smith

Fellowship on the Lawn Flower Delivery

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin Kay Randolph
TBA Cynthia Harding

Christmas Eve - 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve - 10:30 p.m.

December 13, 2009 - Third Sunday of Advent

Lay Readers

8:00 - Dan Ervin (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Roland Skinner (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
Ushers
8:00 - Buzz Rogers
10:30 - Pat Patterson, Thomas Richardson, Tom Rogers llI
Acolytes
10:30 - Jake Asger (Crucifer)
Chanie Asger, Brooks Asger (Torches)
Cates Saleeby (Clergy Cross)
Greeter Altar Guild
10:30 - Elizabeth Caldwell Team 6 (Willcox/Samra)

Altar Flowers
Mike & Beth Hopewell

Nursery Helpers
David & Kristi Horger

Fellowship on the Lawn Flower Delivery

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin Sam & Lyn Arthur
TBA Murray & Frankie Garber

December 27, 2009 - First Sunday after Christmas Da__ vy

Lay Readers

8:00 - Dolores Miller (Lay Reader/Chalice Bearer)
10:30 - Choir Readers (Christmas Lessons & Carols)
Ushers
8:00 - Joe Carson
10:30 - Dick Bryant, Keith Buckhouse, Maitland Chase
Acolytes
10:30 - BeaWach (Crucifer)
Mattie Weldon, Raymond Matthews (Torches)
Mims Weldon (Clergy Cross)

Greeter Altar Guild

10:30 - Sara Clemmons Team 8 (Patterson)

Altar Flowers
Bob & Lee Garey

Nursery Helpers
Clay & Charlotte Smith

Fellowship on the Lawn Flower Delivery

Larry Wiseburn & Mary Jo Langin Tom & Susan McDonald
TBA Thomas & Kam Richardson

Christmas Day - 10:30 a.m.

Lay Reader: Susan Cantey

Lay Reader: Ben Hankinson

Lay Reader: Sam Dargan

Ushers: J. Wood, K. Buckhouse, Ushers: S. Bridges, J. Coleman, Ushers: J. Mclnnes, P. Stewart
M. Hopewell H. Hepburn Acolytes: TBA
Acolytes: C. Naso Acolytes: L. Skinner Greeter: Kay Randolph
W. Naso, E. Buckhouse A. Lyles, B. Wach Altar Flowers: Haigh & Betsy Porter
A. Sylvester Greeter: Elizabeth Caldwell
- Creeter: Allie Walker

Altar Flowers:  Haigh & Betsy Porter

Please Note : In addition to this schedule, all liturgical minist ers have been provided with an individual schedule.
Schedules are also available at www.stjohnsflorence  .org. All liturgical ministers are important to th e service, the
congregation, the clergy, and the other liturgical ministers. If you are unable to keep your assignme  nt, please
arrange for a substitute and then call the parish o ffice to advise of the change. Thank you for your dedicated min-
istry to St. John'’s.
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Staying in Touch — Birthdays and Anniversaries

2 - Morgan and Madison Sullivan, April Sylvester
5 - Joe Buckhouse, Bob Youngblood
6 - Pete Cooper, Haigh Porter
7 - Teresa Anderson, Mary Jackson
8 - Daniel Allen
9 - Harry Greenleaf, Daniel McEachin
10 - Lauren Barlow, Scott Rogers
12 - Pete Worn
13 - Caroline McCoy, Peter Spohn
14 - Ed McGee, Mitch Parker
15 - Dick SoJourner
17 - Paren Causey, Dan Ervin, Poppy Markwell
19 - Thomas Dargan, Kam Richardson
20 - Lyle McKain Jr., Derrick Urquhart !

21 - Jane Hiester Q "

22 - Oliver Goldstein, Maria Martin #
23 - Jacob Worn #
27 - Brooke Arnold, Shannon Copes, Sam Harding, Beth Hopewell $
28 - Elizabeth Caldwell, Brenda Colville, Austin Grantham, Davis King % &
29 - Chanie Asger, Phil Hopewell ' $ (
30 - Brooks Asger (
31 - Jerry Nelson #
Anniversaries ) #
#

18 - Ron Harrelson and Gaby Guyton
19 - Larry and Jo Etta Chewning

*
22 - Marshall and Marli Thompson i
27 - Jack and June Cochrane G
28 - Pat and Grace Patterson
29 - Bob and Lee Garey *
-./#0121
St. John’s Episcopal Church 252 S. Dargan Street  Florence, SC 29506

Phone: 662-5585 Fax: 669-9443 Web: www.stjohnsfl orence.org Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00-4:00

All Staff: stiohns@stjohnsflorence.org Kitty Daniels, Financial Secretary

kdaniels@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Ken Weldon, Rector
kenweldon@stjohnsflorence.org Susan Hearon, Receptionist
shearon@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Ron Hiester, Associate for Pastoral Care
jhiester@sc.rr.com Charlotte Smith, Youth Minister
csmith@stjohnsflorence.org
The Rev. Kay Fryman, Deacon
kayfryman@aol.com Tammy Williams, Parish Secretary & Minister of Music
twilliams@stjohnsflorence.org



Just for Fun: Bible Games for Everyone

Doublepuzzle: Write the answers to the clues in the boxes to the right of each clue. Then, copy the letters in the nhum-
bered boxes to the boxes at the bottom.
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form

| would like to give poinsettia(s) at $7.50 each.
| would like to contribute toward the purchase of wreaths and greens for decorations.

Please acknowledge my gift as indicated below. = No acknowledgement is required.

IN MEMORY OF [ PLEASE PRINT]:

IN THANKSGIVING FOR [ PLEASE PRINT]:

GIVEN BY [ PLEASE PRINT]:

MY CHECK TO ST. JOHN'S IS ENCLOSED. Please return your order form and check
NO LATER THAN Friday, December 18.

Signature

Christmas Poinsettia Order Form

| would like to give poinsettia(s) at $7.50 each.
| would like to contribute toward the purchase of wreaths and greens for decorations.

Please acknowledge my gift as indicated below. = No acknowledgement is required.

IN MEMORY OF [ PLEASE PRINT]:

IN THANKSGIVING FOR [ PLEASE PRINT]:

GIVEN BY [ PLEASE PRINT]:

MY CHECK TO ST. JOHN'S IS ENCLOSED. Please return your order form and check
NO LATER THAN Friday, December 18.

Signature

=
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
252 South Dargan Street
Florence, SC 29506
(843) 662-5585

( 1+2 (

FIRST SUNDAY — DECEMBER 6

it in the barrel in the narthex.

Join us for family worship, teaching, and cov-
This casual evening is geared toward young

vited. Bring a covered dish to share.

PLEDGE CARDS

parish office and we will be happy to mail one to
you. Extra cards are also available in the pews.

Bring a contribution for Manna House and plags

ered dish supper at 5:00 in the fellowship hall.

families and young children, but everyone is in

Pledge cards were mailed to all parishioners on Qg
tober 28. If you did not receive one, please call th§
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Timely Reminders




