
HELP 4 KIDS FLORENCE:  A CALL TO NEW MINISTRY 

 

H ave you ever been really hungry?  As a result of being hungry, have you experienced on a daily basis: 
 

• A gnawing feeling in your stomach? �   Lethargy or weakness? 

• Light-headedness? � Inability to concentrate? 

• Dizziness? � A craving for food? 

• Headaches? � Pain? 
 
 Hundreds of children in Florence School District One (FSD 1) regularly experience those symptoms, and 
they do not know where their next meal is coming from.  They are truly hungry. 
 
 Working together, and with God’s help, we can end this hunger for our local children. 
 
 St. John’s, in partnership with other churches and members of the community, is embarking on an ambitious – 
and most worthwhile – project to provide food for the weekend to our hungry children.  The planning has begun, and 
meals will be provided to children beginning in August for the 2013–2014 school year.  Since St. John’s already has a 
relationship with Delmae Elementary School though the mentoring program, the plan is to start the project at Delmae 
and provide weekend food for approximately 400 at- risk students.  God willing, the project will expand to other schools 
in FSD 1. 
 
 Very simply, the mission of this project is:  To provide during the school year nutritious food to take home for 
the weekend to children in FSD 1 who are at risk of hunger. 
 

• At-risk children within the free and reduced lunch population will be identified by school administrators. 

• There will be a permission agreement with families participating in the project. 

• At the beginning of the year, participating students will be given book bags, in which their meals will be car-
ried.  The bags are for the children to keep, but must be returned each week to be refilled. 

• There will be no cost to either the school or participating families for the food or the book bags. 

• The weekend meals will be bagged by volunteers and will be delivered to the schools, where the meals will 
be discreetly placed in the book bags by school personnel. 

• The food bags will contain nutritious, child-friendly, self-serving foods that are selected using the Feed 
America guidelines and best practices. 

• With the support of local food vendors, the cost is estimated to be between $2.00-$3.00 per bag. 
 
Funding 

 
• Members of St. John’s will be invited to make a monthly or annual pledge.   
 (Pledge cards are available in the parish office.) 
 
• The youth group will conduct various fund-raising and food drive activities. 

• Grants are available from Wal-Mart under the Hunger Relief & Healthy Eating Program. 
 
° Applications for local grants, at $1,000 per grant, are being prepared for the 10 Wal-Mart stores in our area. 
° An application for a state grant is also being prepared. 
 

• Other grants are possible, and information is being gathered regarding those grants. 

• To date, several generous parishioners have already provided donations. 
 
Other Needs 
 
• Warehouse for food packing and distribution.  A parishioner has donated space. 

• Fund-raising and community involvement. 

• Food ordering and delivery. 

• Food packers.  Some parishioners  have volunteered, but we need more. 

• Delivery of packed bags to school(s). 

• Website, twitter, facebook development. 

• Administrative assistance. 

• Rest assured: Other needs will be identified! 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Kerry Rathbun.  Pledge cards are available in the parish office, should you 
wish to make a monetary contribution to this outreach effort. 


